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THE 

STORY OF THE HEAVENS 

‘‘ fTlHE Stor}^ of the Heavens ” is the title of our book. We 
JL have indeed a wondrous story to narrate ; and could we 
tell it adequately it would prove of boundless interest and of 
exquisite beauty. It leads to the contemplation of grand 
phenomena in nature and great achievements of human genius. 

Let us enumerate a few of the questions which will be 
naturally asked by one who seeks to learn something of those 
glorious bodies which adorn our skies: What is the Sun — 
how hot, how big, and how distant ? Whence comes its heat ? 
What is the Moon ? What are its landscapes like ? How 
does our satellite move ? How is it related to the earth ? 
Are the planets globes like that on which we live ? How large 
are they, and how far oft ? What do we know of the satellites 
of Jupiter and of the rings of Saturn? How was Uranus dis- 
covered ? What was the intellectual triumph which brought 
the planet Neptune to light ? Then, as to the other bodies of 
our system, what are we to say of those mysterious objects, the 
comets ? Can we discover the laws of their seemingly capricious 
movements ? Do wo know an3Thing of their nature and of the 
marvellous tails with which they are often decorated ? What 
can be told about the shooting-stars which so often diish into 
our atmosphere and vanish in a streak of splendour ? What is 
the nature of those constellations of bright stars which have 
been recognised from all antiquity, and of the host of smaller 
stars which our telescopes disclose ? Can it be true that these 
countless orbs are really majestic suns, sunk to an appalling 
1 
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depth in the abyss of unfathomable space ? What have we to 
tell of tho different varieties of stars — of coloured stars, of 
variable stars, of double stars, of multiple stars, of stars that 
seem to move, and of stars that seem at rest ? What of those 
glorious objects, the great star clusters ? What of the Milky 
Way ? And, lastly, what can we learn of the marvellous ncbulte 
which our telescopes disclose, poised at an immeasurable dis- 
tance ? Such are a few of the questions which occur when we 
ponder on the mysteries of the heavens. 

The history of Astronomy is, in one respect, only too like 
many other histories. The earliest part of it is completely and 
hopelessly lost. The stars had been studied, and some great 
astronomical discoveries had been made, untold ages before those 
to which our earliest historical records extend. For exam])Ic, 
the observation of the a^^parent movement of the sun, and tho 
discrimination between the planets and the fixed stars, are l)oth 
to be classed among the discoveries of ])rchistoric ages. Nor 
is it to bo said that these achievements related to matters of an 
obvious character. Ancient astronomy may seem very elo- 
mentary to those of the ])resent djiy who have been familiar 
from childhood with the great truths of nature, but, in the in- 
fancy of science, tho men who made such discoveries as we have 
mentioned must have been sagacious philosopliers. 

Of all the phenomena of astronomy tlie first and tho most 
obvious is that of the rising and the setting of the sun. We may 
assume that in the dawn of human intelligence tliosc daily oc- 
currences would form one of the first problems to engage the 
attention of those whose thoughts rose above the animal anxieties 
of everyday existence. A sun sets and disappears in the west. 
The following morning a sun rises in the cast, moves acrcKSS the 
heavens, and it too disappears in the west; the same appear- 
ances recur every day. To us it is obvious that the sun, which 
appears each day, is the same sun; but this would not seem 
reasonable to one who thought his senses sliowed him that the 
earth was a flat plain of indefinite extent, and that around the 
inhabited regions on all sides extended, to vast distances, either 
desert wastes or trackless oceans. How could that same sun, 
which plunged into the ocean at a fabulous distance in the W'cst, 
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reappear the next morning at an equally great distance in the 
east? The old mythology asserted that after the sun had 
dipped in the western ocean at sunset (the Iberians, and other 
ancient nations, actually imagined that they could hear the 
hissing of the waters when the glowing globe was plunged 
therein), it was seized by Vulcan and placed in a golden goblet. 
This strange craft with its astonishing cargo navigated the 
ocean by a northerly course, so as to reach the east again in 
time for sunrise the following morning. By certain of the earlier 
physicists it was believed that in some manner the sun was 
conveyed by night across the northern regions, and that darkness 
was duo to lofty mountains, which screened off the sunbeams 
during the voyage. 

In the course of time it was thought more rational to 
suppose that the sun actually pursued some route below the 
solid earth during the darkness of night. The early astrono- 
mers had, moreover, learned to recognise the fixed stars. It 
was noticed that, like the sun, many of these stars rose and 
set in consequence of the diurnal movement, while the moon 
obviously followed a similar law. Philosophers thus taught 
that the various heavenly bodies were in the habit of actually 
passing beneath the solid earth. 

By the acknowledgment that the whole contents of the 
heavens performed these movements, an important step in 
comprehending the constitution of the universe had been de- 
finitely taken. It was clear that the earth could not be 
plain extending to an indefinitely great distance. It was also 
obvious that there must be a finite depth to the earth below 
our feet. Nay, more, it became certain that whatever the 
shape of the earth might be, it was at all events something 
detached from all other bodies, and poised without visible 
support in space. When this discovery was first announced 
it must have appeared a very startling truth. It was so 
difficult to realise that the solid earth on which Ave stand 
reposed on nothing ! What was to keep it from falling ? How 
could it ItG sustained without tangible support, like the 
legendary coffin of Mahomet? But difficult as it may have 
been to receive this doctrine, yet its necessary truth in 
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due time commanded assent, and the science ot Astronomy 
began. 

The changes of the seasons, the recurrence of seed-time 
and harvest, must, from the earliest times, have been associated 
with certain changes in the position of the sua In the sum- 
mer at mid-day the sun rises high in the heavens, in the 
winter it is always low. Our luminary, therefore, performs an 
annual movement up and down in the heavens, as well as a 
diurnal movement of rising and setting. But there is a third 
species of change in the sun’s position, which is not quite so 
obvious, though it is still capable of being detected by a few 
careful observations. The earliest observers of the stars can 
hardly have failed to notice that the constellations visible at night 
varied with the season of the year. F or instance, the brilliant 
figure of Orion, though so well seen on winter nights, is absent 
from the summer skies, and the place it occupied is then 
taken by quite diftereiit groups of stars. The same may be 
said of other constellations. Each season of the year can thus 
be characterised by the sidereal objects tluit are conspicuous 
at night. Indeed, in ancient days, the time for commencing 
the cycle of agricultural occupations was sometimes indicated 
by the positions of the constellations in the evening. 

By reflecting on these facts the early astronomers were 
enabled to demonstrate the apparent annual movement of the 
sun. There could l>e no rational explanation of the changes 
in the constellations with the seasons, cxcc])t by supposing 
that the place of the sun was altering, so as to make a com- 
plete circuit of the heavens in the course of the year. This 
movement of the sun is otherwise confirmed by looking at 
the west after sunset, and watching the stars. As the season 
progresses, it may be noticed each evening that the constella- 
tions seem to sink lower and lower towards the west, until 
at length they become invisible from the brightness of the 
sky. The disappearance is explained by the supposition that 
the sun a{)pears to be continually ascending from the west to 
meet the stars. This motion is, of course, not to bo con- 
founded with the ordinary diurnal rising and setting, in which 
all the heavenly bodies participate. It is to be understood 
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that besides being affected by the common motion oiir 
luminary has a slow independent movement in the opposite 
direction ; so that though the sun and a star may set at the 
same time to-day, yet since by to-morrow the sun will have 
moved a little towards the east, it follows that the star must 
then set a few minutes before the sun* 

The patient observations of the early astronomers enabled 
the sun’s track through the heavens to be ascertained, and it 
was found that in its circuit amid the stars and constellations 
our luminary invariably followed the same path. This is 
called the ecliptic, and the constellations through which it 
passes form a belt around the heavens known as the zodiac. 
It was anciently divided into twelve equal portions or “ signs,” 
so that the stages on the sun’s great journey could be con- 
veniently indicated. The duration of the year, or the period 
required by the sun to run its course around the heavens, 
seems to have been first ascertained by astronomers whose 
names arc unknown. Tlie skill of the early Oriental geome- 
ters was further evidenced by their determination of the 
position of the ecliptic with regard to the celestial equator, 
and by their success in the measurement, of the angle be- 
tween these two important circles on the heavens. 

The princij)al features of the motion of the moon have also 
been noticed with intelligence at an antiquity more remote 
than history. The attentive observer perceives the important 
truth that the moon docs not occupy a fixed position in the 
heavens. During the course of a single night the fact that 
the moon has moved from west to east across the heavens 
can be })erceived by noting its position relatively to adjacent 
stars. It is indeed })robable that the motion of the moon 
was a discovery prior to that of the annual motion of the 
sun, inasmuch as it is the immediate consequence of a simple 
observation, and involves but little exercise of any intellectual 
power. In prehistoric times also, the time of revolution of 
the moon had been ascertained, and the phases of our 
satellite had been correctly attributed to the varying aspect 

♦ It may, however, be remarked that a star is never seen to set, as, owing to 
our atmosphere, it ceases to he visible before it reaches the horizon. 
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under which the sun-illuminated side is turned towards the 
earth. 

But we are far from having exhausted the list of great 
discoveries which have come down from unknown antiquity. 
Correct explanations had been given of the striking phe- 
nomenon of a lunar eclipse, in which the brilliant surface is 
plunged temporarily into darkness, and also of the still more 
imposing spectacle of a solar eclipse, in which the sun itselt 
undergoes a partial or even a total obscuration. Then, too, 
the acuteness of the early astronomers had detected the five 
wandering stars or planets: they had traced the movements 
of Mercury and Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. They had 
observed with awe the various contignrations of these planets ; 
and j’ust as the sun, and in a lesser degree the moon, were 
intimately associated with the atlairs of daily life, so in the 
imagination of these early investigators the movements ot 
the planets were thouglit to be pregnant with human weal 
or human woe. At length a certain order was perceived to 
govern the apparently capricious movements ot* the ])lanets. 
It was found that they ol)eyed definite laws. The cultivation 
of the science of geometry went hand in hand with the study 
of astronomy; and as we emerge from the dim prehistoric 
ages into the historical period, we find tliat the theory of 
the phenomena of the heavens possessed already some degree 
of rational coherence. 

Ptolemy, following Pythagoras, Plato, and Aristotle, acknow- 
ledged that the earth’s figure was globular, and ho demon- 
strated it by the same arguments that wc employ at the 
present day. He also discerned how this mighty globe was 
isolated in space. He admitted that the diurnal movement of 
the heavens could be accounted for by the revolution of the 
earth upon its axis, but unfortunately he assigned reasons for 
the deliberate rejection of this view. 'J’he earth, according to 
him, was a fixed body ; it possessed neither rotation round an 
axis nor translation through space, but remained constantly 
at rest in what he supposed to be the centre of the universe. 
According to Ptolemy’s theory the sun and the moon moved 
in circular orbits around the earth in the centre. The ex- 
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planation of the movements of the planets he found to be 
more complicated, because it was necessary to account for the 
fact that a planet soiiietimes advanced and that it sometimes 
retrograded. The ancient geometers refused to believe that 
any movement, except revolution in a circle, was possible for 
a celestial body : accordingly a contrivance was devised by 
which each planet was supposed to revolve in a circle, of 
which the centre described another circle around the earth. 

Although the rtolomaic doctrine is now known to be 
framed on (juite an extravagant estimate of the importance 
of the earth in the scheme of the heavens, yet it must be 
admitted that the apparent movements of the celestial bodies 
can bo thus accounted for Avith considerable accuracy. This 
theory is described in the great Avork knoAvm as the ''Almagest,*' 
which Avas Avritten in (he second century of our era, and Avas 
regarded ibr fourteen centuries as the final authority on all 
(jiiestions of astronomy. 

Such Avas the system of Astronomy Avhich piwailed during 
(ho Middle Ages, and Avas only discredited at an c])och nearly 
simultaneous Avith that of the discoATry of the Ncav World 
by Columbus. The true arrangement of the solar system 
Avas then expounded by Coj>erni(*us in the great Avork to 
Avhich he devoted liis life. The first principle established by 
these labours showt'd the diurnal moAcment of the heaA'ens 
to be due to the rotation of the earth on its axis. Copernicus 
pointed out tlie iiindamental dilVerenee betAveen real motions 
and ap])arcnt inotioiis ; he proved that (he appcarau(*es pre- 
sented in the daily rising and setting of the sun and the 
stars could be accounted for by the supposition that the earth 
rotatc<l, just as satisfactorily as by the more cumbrous sup- 
position of rtolcmy. He shoAved, uioreoA^er, that the latter 
supposition must attribute an almost infinite velocity to the 
stars, so that the rotation of the entire universe around the 
earth Avas clearly a preposterous supposition. The second 
great principle, Avliich has conferred immortal glory on Coper- 
nicus, assigned to the earth its true position in the universe. 
Copernicus transferred the centre, about Avlu(*h all the jdanets 
revolve, from the earth to the sun ; and lie established the 
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somewhat humiliating truth, that our earth is merely a 
planet pursuing a track between the paths of Venus and of 
Mars, and subordinated like all the other planets to the 
supreme sway of the Sun. 

This great revolution swept from astronomy those dis- 
torted views of the earth’s importance which arose, perhaps 
not unnaturally, from the fact that we happen to be domi- 
ciled on that particular planet. The achievements of 
Copernicus were soon to be followed by the invention of the 
telescope, that wonderful instrument by which the modem 
science of astronomy has been created. To the consideration 
of this important subject we shall devote the first chapter 
of our book. 




PI \IF II 







CHAPTER I. 

THE ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY. 

Early Astronomical Observations —The Observatory of Tycho Braho — The Pupil 
of Iho Kyo — Vision of Faint Objects — Tho Telescope — The Object-Glass — 
Advantu^yes of Lar^c Telescopes — 'I’lio Equatorial — ^The Observatory — ^l^he 
Power of '^relescopo — Rotlectin" Telescopes — Lord liosse^H Great Reflector 

at Parsonstown— IIow the niii^ht}' Telescope is used — Tnstnunents of 
IVccision — The Meridian ( ’ircle—Tlie Spider Linos — Delicacy of pointing 
a 'iVIescope— Precautions ne<e-sary in making Observations — Tho Ideal 
Instrument and tho Practical One — Tho Elimination of Error — Greenwich 
Observatory — The ordinary Opera-tilass as an Astronomical Instrument — Tho 
Great Bear— Counting tlie Stars in tho ( 'onstellation — How to become an 
( tbserver. 

The earliest rudiiricnts of tin; Astronomitjul Observatory are as 
little known as llic earliest discoveries in astronomy itself. 
Proliably tlie first application of instriiniental observation to 
the heavenly bodit's consisted in tlie simple operation of 
measurinjjf the shadow of a post cast by the sun at- iiotinday. 
The variations in the leiitj^th of this shadow enabled the 
primitive astronomers to investigate the apparent movements of 
the sun. lint even in very early times special astronomical 
instruments Avere employed which possessed sufficient accuracy 
to add to tho amount of astronomical knowledge, and dis- 
played considerable ingenuity on the pnrt of the designers. 

Professor Newcoinh* thus writes: “The leader Avas Tycho 
Prahe, who Avas horn in 1540, three years after the death of 
Copernicus. Tlis attention Avas first directed to the study of 
astronomy by an eclipse of the sun on August 21st, loOO, 
which Avas total in some parts of Europe. Astonished that 
such a phenomenon could be predicted, he devoted himself 
to a study of the methods of observation and calculation by 

♦ “ Popular Astronomy,*’ p. 66. 
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which the prediction was made. In 1576 the King of Den- 
mark founded the celebrated observatory of Uraniborg, at 
which Tycho spent twenty years assiduously engaged in ob- 
servations of the positions of the heavenly bodies with the 
best instruments that could then be made. This was just 
before the invention of the telescope, so that the astrononjcr 
could not avail himself of that powerful instrument. Conse- 
quently, his observations were superseded by the improved 
ones of the centuries following, and their celebrity and im})or- 
tance are principally due to their having afforded Kepler the 
means of discovering his celebrated laws of planetary motion.” 

Tlie direction of* the telescope to the skies by Calileo 
gave a wonderful impulse to the study of the heavenly 
bodies. This extraordinary man is prominent in the history of 
astronomy, not alone for his (*onnection with this supremo 
invention, but also for his achievcim'nts in the more al>stract 
parts of astronomy. He was born at Pisa in 15G4, and in 
IGOh the first telescope used for a-stronomical observation was 
constructed. (Ta]iI(‘o died in 1G42, the year in which Newton 
was born. It was Calileo who laid with solidity the ((Hinda- 
tions of that science of Dynamics, of which astronomy is 
the most sjdcndid illustration; and it w^as h(‘ who, by )>ro- 
iiiulgating the dextrines taught by C^)[)ernl(;us, incurred the 
wrath of th<‘ liKjuisition. 

The structure of th() human cy(* in so far as th(‘ (‘xcjuisito 
ada})tation of the pu])il is eonc<*rn(‘d prescaits us witli an apt 
illustration of the principh* of tin* t(‘l(‘scop(‘. To s(‘(‘ an 
object, it is n(‘C(‘ssary that the light from it should (*nt(‘r (he 
eye. Tim portal through which the light is admittcxl is the 
pupil. In daytime, when the light is brilliant, th(‘ iris d(‘- 
creases the size of th(‘ pupil, and thus pr(‘vents loo mucli 
light from entering. At night, or wduaiever th(' light is 
scarce, the eye oftem refpiires to grasp all it can. The ])upil 
then expands; more and more light is admitt(‘d according as 
the pupil grows larger. The illumination of the imag(‘ on tho 
retina is thus cflectiv(*ly controlled in accordance with the 
requirements of vision. 

A star transmits to us its feeble rays of light, and from 
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Objective 


those ra)^s the image is formed. Even with the most widely- 
opened pupil, it may, however, happen that the image is not 
bright enough to excite the sensation of vision. Hero the tele- 
scope comes to our aid : it catches all the rays in a beam whose 
orisfinal dimensions wore far too great to allow „ ^ , 

of its admission through the pupil. Ihe from the star, 

action of the lenses concentrates those rays j 

into a stream slender enough to pass through j 

the small opening. We thus have the bright- | j | j 

ness of the image on tlio n^tina intensified, j j j j 

It is illuminated with nearly as much light 
as would be collected from the same object \ / 

through a pupil as large as the great lenses \ \ j j / 
of the telescope. \,5 | / / 

In astronomical observatories we employ i jjj 

telescopes of two (*ntirely ditierent classes. The j j j 

more familiar forms are those known as re- \\i;/ 
fraclors, in which the ojK'ration of condensing V-.i'; 

tluj rays of light is condu(*ted by refraction. V 

Tin* charact(‘r of the r(‘fractor is shown in 

Fig. 1. Tlie rays from the star fall upon the /i;\ 

object-glass iit th() <*nd of the tt*lescop(*, and 
alter passing through they become refracted 
into a (jonverging beam, so that all intersect j M I ! 
at the focus. Diverging from thence, the to tie 
rays encounter the eye-pi(*ce, whi(di has the Eye 

effect of restoring them to parall(*lism. The ti!o nr/rSug 
largo cylindrical beam which })oure<i down on Toiewope. 
the object-glass has been thus condensed 
into a small one, which can enter the pupil. It should, how- 
ever, be added that the composite nature of light requires 
a more complex form of object-glass than the simple lens 
here shown. In a refracting telescope we have to employ 
what is known as the achromatic combination, consisting of 
one lens of flint glass and one of crown glass, adjusted to 
suit each other with extreme care. 

The appearance of an astronomical observatory, designed 
to accommodate an instrument of moderate dimensions, is 
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shown in the adjoininjj figures. The first (Fig. 2) represents 
the dome erected at IJunsink Observatory for the equatorial 



Fig. 2.- Ihe Dome oi the bouth Equutoiiul ut Duitbiuk Obiiiei valor), Co, Duhhn* 

telescope, the object-glass of which was presented to the 
Board of Trinity Colh'gc, Dnhlin, by the late Sir dauies South. 
The main part of the building is a cylindrical wall, on the top 
of which reposes a hemispherical roof. In this roof is a 
shutter, which can be openwl so as to allow the observer in 
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tho interior to obtain a view of the heavens. The dome is 
capable of revolving so that the opening may be turned 
towards that part of the sky where the object happens to be 
situated The next view (Fig 3) exhibits a section through 
the dome, showing the machinery by which an attendant 



Fig 3 — Section of the Dome of Duiisiuk Observiitorj 


causes it to resolve, as well as. the telescope itself The eye of 
the observer is placed at the eye-piece, and he is represented 
in tho act of tumins' a handle, which has the power of 
slowly moving the tcleseopc, in order to adjust the instrument 
accurately on the celestial body which it is desired to observe. 
The two lenses which together form the object-glass of this 
instrument are twelve inches in diameter, and the quality of 
tho telescope mainly depends on the accuracy with which 
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these lenses have been wrought. The cye-piecc is a com- 
paratively simple matter. It consists merely of one or two 
small lenses ; and various eye-pie(*es can be employed, accord- 
ing to the magnifying power which may be required. It is to 
be observed that for many purposes of astronomy high 
magnifying povvers are not desirable. There is a limit, indeed, 
beyond which the magnification cannot bo carried with ad- 
vantage. The object-glass can only collect a certain quantity 
of light from the star; and if the magnifying power be too 
great, this limited amount of light will bo thinly dispersed 
over too large a surface, and the result will be found unsatis- 
factory. The unsteadiness of the atmosphere still further 
limits the extent to which the image may be advantageously 
magnified, for every increase of power increases the atmo- 
spheric disturbance m the same degree. 

A telcs(‘opo mounted in the manner here shown is called 
an cqiiatoriid. The eonvenien(*e of this peculiar style of 
supporting the instrument consists in the ease with which 
the teles(*ope can be moved so as to follow a star in its 
apparent journey across the sky. The necessary movements 
ot the tube are given by clockwork driv(*n by a weight, so 
that, once tlie instrument has been correctly pointed, the star 
will HMiiain in tlie observer’s field of view, and the effect of 
the apparent diurnal moveiiH^nt will be neutralised. Tlie 
last refincm(mt in this direction is the application of an elec- 
trical arrangement by which the driving of the instrument 
is controlled from the standard clock of the observatory. 

The power of a refrading teles(*ope — so far as the expres- 
sion has any definite meaning — is to be measured by the 
diameter of its objed-glass. There lias, indeed, been some 
honourable rivalry between the various civilised nations as 
to wdiich should possess the great (‘st refracting telescope. 
Among the earliest of the notable instruments successfully com- 
pleted is that erected in 1881 by Sir Howard Grubb, of Dublin, 
at the splendid observatory at V^ienna. Its dimensions may 
be estimated from the fact that the object-glass is two feet 
and three inches in diameter. Many ingenious contrivances 
help to lessen the inconvenience incident to the use of an 




Fig 4-T’ae Telescope at Yerkos Oboervator}, University of Chicago. 

{h}om the Ai^trophyMUil Journal, Vol vi , No. 1) 
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instrument possessing such vast proportiona Among them 
we may here notice the method by which the graduated 
circles attached to the telescope are brought within view 
of the observer. These circles are necessarily situated at 

parts of the instrument which 
He remote from the eye-piece 
where the observer is stationed. 
The delicate marks and figures 
are, however, easily read from 
a distance by a small auxiliary 
telescope, which, by suitable re- 
flectors, conducts the rays of light 
from the circles to the eye of the 
observer. 

Numerous refracting telescopes 
of exquisite perfection have been 
produced by Messrs. Alvan Clark, 
of Cambridgoport, Boston, Masa 
One of their most famous tele- 
scopes is the groat Lick Refractor 
now ill use on Mount Hamilton 
in California. The diameter of 
this object-glass is thirty -six 
inches, and its focal length is 
fifty-six feet two inches. A still 
greater effort luis recently been 
made by the same firm in the 
refractor of forty inches aper- 
ture for the ^’erkos Observatory of 
the Universiiy of Chicago. The 
telescope, which is seventy-five feet in length, is mounted 
under a revolving dome ninety feet in diameter, and in order 
to enable the observer to reach the eye piece without using 
inconvenient step-ladders, the floor of the room can be raised 
and lowered through a range of twenty-two foot by electric 
motors. This is shown in Fig. 4, while the south front of the 
Yerkes Observatory is represented in Fig G. 

The Yerkes Observatory is certainly the most splendid palace 
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Fig. 5. — Prifitrijilo of Hnschors 
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F%, 6. — South Front of the Yerkes Observatory, University of Chicago. 
/From, (he A&trophysical JoumcU, Vol, No, 1 .) 
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for the study ot the heavens which has ever been constructed 
It was founded and endowed at the expense of Mr. Yerkes as a 
department of the University ot Chicago. The site was chosen 
so as to give the best climatic condition for celestial observation 
It stands picturesquely to the north ot the Lake of Geneva in 
Wisconsin. 

There is perhaps a limit to the size ot the refractor depending 
upon the material of the object-glass. Glass manufacturers 
seem to experience unusual diflicuJties in their attempts to 
form large discs of optical glass pure enough and uniform 
enough to be suitable for telescopes. These difficulties are 
enhanced with every increase in the size of the discs, so that 
the cost has a tendency to grow at a rate even greater than 
that of the increase of the object-glass It may be mentioned 
in illustration that the price paid for the object-glass of the 
Lick telescope exceeded ten thousand j)OLUids. 

There is, however, an alternative method of constructing a 
telescope, in which the difficulty wo have just mentioned does 
not arise. The principle of the simplest form of rejlvctor is 
shown in Fig. 5, wliieh represents what is called the Her- 
schelian instrument. The rays of light from the star under 
observation tall on a mirror which is both carefully shaped 
and highly polislied. After reflection, the rays proceed to a 
focus, and diverging from thence, fall on the eye-piece, by 
which they arc restored to parallelism, and thus become 
adapted for reception in the eye. It was essentially on this 
principle (though with a secondary hat mirror at the upper 
end of the tube rehecting the rays at a right angle to the side 
of the tube, where the eye-piece is placed) that Sir Isaac 
Newton constructed the little rehecting telescope which is 
now treasured by the Royal Society. A famous instrument 
of the Newtonian type was built, half a century ago, by the 
late Earl of Rosse, at Parsonstown. It is represented in 
Fig. 7. The colossal aperture of this instrument has never 
been surpassed ; it has, indeed, never been rivalled. The 
mirror or speculum, as it is often called, is a thick metallic 
disc, composed of a mixture of two parts of copper with one 
of tin. This alloy is so hard and brittle as to make the 
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necessary mechanical operations difficult to manage. The 
material admits, however, of a brilliant polish, and of receiv- 
ing and retaining an accurate figure. The Rosse speculum — 



Fig 8 — Meridian Cucle, Purm Observatory. 


six feet in di.imeter and three tons in weight — reposes at the 
lower end of a telescope fifty-five feet long. The tube is 
suspended between two massive castellated walls, which form 
an imposing feature on the lawn at Birr Castle. This instru- 
cannot be turned about towards every part of the sky. 
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like the equatorials we have recently been considering. The 
great tube is only capable of elevation in altitude along the 
meridian, and of a small lateral movement east and west of 
the meridian. Every star or nebula visible in the latitude 
of Parsons town (except those very near the pole) can, how- 
ever, be observed in the great telescope, if looked for at the 
right time. 

Before the object reaches the meridian, the telescope must 
be adjusted at the right elevation. The necessary power is 
transmitted by a chain from a winch at the northern end of 
the walls to a point near the upper end of the tube. By this 
contrivance the telescope can be raised or lowered, and an 
ingenious S3’stem of counterpoises renders the movement 
equally easy at all altitudes. The observer then takes his 
station in one of the galleries which give access to the eye- 
piece; and when the right moment has arrived, the star enters 
the field of view Powerful mechanism drives the great in- 
strument, so as to counteract the diurnal movement, and 
thus the observer can retain the object in view until he has 
made his measurements or finished his drawing. 

Of late years reflecting t<‘lcbCopes have been geiK'rally 
made with mirrors of glass (‘overed with a thin film of 
silver, which is capable of reflecting much more light than 
the surface of a metallic mirror. Among gr(‘at n'fleetors of 
this kind wo may mention two, of three and five feet aperture 
respectively, constructed by the late Dr. Commoa 

We must not, however, assume that for the general work 
in an observatory a colossal instrument is the most suitable. 
The mighty reflector, or refractor, is chiefl}" of ust» where 
unusually faint objects are being examined. For 'work in 
Avhich accurate measurements arc made of objects not par- 
ticularly difficult to sec, telescopes of smaller dimensions arc 
more suitable. The fundamental facts about the heavenly 
bodies have been chiefly learned from obserA^ations obtained 
with instruments of moderate optical power, specially fur- 
nished so as to enable precise measures of position to be 
secured. Indeed, in the early stages of astronomy, important 
determinations of position were effected by contrivances 
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which showed the direction of the object without any tele- 
scopic aid. 

Perhaps the most valuable measurements obtained in our 
modern observatories are yielded by that instrument of pre- 
cision known as the meridian circle. It is impossible, in 
any adequate account of the Story of the Heavens, to avoid 
some reference to this indispensable aid to astronomical 
research, and therefore we shall give a brief account of one 
of its simpler forms, choosing for this purpose a great in- 
stnnnent in the Paris Observatory, which is represented 
in Fig. 8. 

The telescope is atta(*hed at its centre to an axis at right 
angles to its length. Pivots at each extremity of this axis 
rotate upon fixed bearings, so that the movements of the 
telescope uro completely restricted to the plane of the 
meridian. Inside the eye-piece of the teles(*.ope extremely 
fine vertical fil)ros are stretched. Tlie observer watches the 
rnooii, or star, or planet enter the field of view ; and he notes 
by the (lock the exa(*t time, to the fra(*tion of a second, at 
which the object passes over each of the lines. A silver band 
on the circle attaclanl to the axis is divided into degrees and 
subdivisions of a degree, and as this circle moves with the 
telescope, the elevation at which the instrument is pointed 
will be indi(*atcd. For reading the delicately engraved marks 
and figures on the silver, microscopes ai’c necessary. These 
are shown in the sketcli, each one being fixed into an aper- 
ture in the wall which supports one imd of the instrument 
At the opposite side is a lamp, the liglit from whicli passes 
through the perforated axis of the pivot, and is thence in- 
geniously (hjfl<*cted by mirrors .so as to provide the requisite 
illumination for the lines at the focus. 

The fibres whicli the observer sees stretched over the field 
of view of tlu' tel(‘.scope demand a few words of exjdanation. 
We requinj for this purpo.se a material which sliall be very 
fine and fairly durable, as well as .somewhat clastic, and of 
no appreciable weight. Th(5.se conditions cannot be completely 
fuUilled by any metallic wir(\ but they are exquisitely realised 
in the beautiful thread whi(*h is spun by the spider. The 
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delicate fibres arc stretched with nice skill across the field of 
view of the telescope, and cemented in their proper places. 
With instruments so beautifully appointed we can understand 
the precision attained in modern observations. The telescope 
is directed towards a star, and the image of the star is a 
minute point of light. When that point coincides with the in- 
tersection of the two central spider lines the telescope is properly 
sighted. We use the word sighted designedly, because we wish 
to suggest a comparison between the sighting of a rifle at the 
target and the sighting of a telescope at a star. Instead of 
the ordinary large buirs-iyc, suppose that the target only 
consisted of a watch-dial, which, of (‘ourse, the rifleman 
could not see at the distance of any ordinary range. But 
with the tcl(*scopo of the meridian circle the watch-dial 
would be visible cvim at the distan(*e of a mile. The meri- 
dian circle is indeed capable of su(*h pre(nsion as a sighting 
instrument that it could be pointed separately to each of 
two stars which subtend at the eye an angle no greater than 
that subtended by an adjoining pair of the sixty minute 
dots around the circumference of a watch-dial a mile distant 
from the observtT. 

This power of directing the instrument so accurately would 
be of but; little avail unle.ss it were combined with arrange- 
iiK'nts by whi(‘h, when once the telescope has been pointed cor- 
rectly, the position of the star can be ascertained and recorded. 
One elenu'ut m the* determination of the position is secured 
by the astronomical clock, which gives the moment when the 
object (To.sses the (rntral vertical Avire : the other element is 
given by the graduat(Hl circh' which shows the angular dis- 
tance of th(* star from tlie z(‘nith or point directly overhead. 

Superb nu'ridian instruments adorn our great observatories, 
and art' nightly devoted to those measun'iut'nts upon Avhich 
the grt'at truths of astronomy are mainly based. These in- 
struments have been constructed with refined skill ; but it is 
the duty of the painstaking astronomer to distrust the 
accuratiy of his instrument in every t'onceivable way. The 
great tube may be as rigid a structure as mechanical 
engineers can produce ; the graduations on the circle may 
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have been engraved by the most perfect of dividing machines; 
but the conscientious astronomer will not bo content with 
mere mechanical precision. That meridian circle which, to 
the uninitiated, seems a marvellous piece of workmanship, 
possessing almost illimitable accuracy, is viewed in a very 
different light by the astronomer who makes use of it. No 
one can appreciate more fully than he the skill of the artist 
who has made that meridian circle, and the beautiful con- 
trivances for illumination and reading off which give to the 
instrument its perfection ; but while the astronomer recog- 
nises the beauty of the actual machine he is using, he has 
always before his mind’s eye an ideal instrument of absolute^ 
perfcM'tion, to which the actual meridian (*irclo only makes an 
approximation. 

(V)ntrasted with the ideal instrument, the finest meridian 
circle is little more than a mass of imperfections. The id(‘al 
tube is perfectly rigid, the actual tube is flexible; the ideal 
divisions of the circk* an* p(‘rfectly uniform, the actual divi- 
sions an* not uniform. Tin* ideal instrument is a geometrical 
embodiment of perfect circles, perfect straight lines, and 
perfect right angk*s: the actual instrument can only show 
approximate* circles, a])proximate straight lines, and approxi- 
mate right angk'S lk‘rhaps the spider’s part of the work is 
on the* whole the h(*st ; the stretched we*b gives us the 
ncare*st mechanical a})])roach te) a perfectly straight line ; 
but we mar the* spide*r’s work by not b(*ing able te) ins(*r*^ 
those beautiful threads with perfe*ct uniformity, while our 
attempts to adjust twe) of them ae*re)ss the field of view at 
right angles de) not succeed in producing an angle e^f (*xa(*tly 
nin(*ty d(*grees. 

Ne)r ani the difficulties encountered l)y the meridian ob- 
server due sedoly to his instrument. lie has to contend 
against his own imperfections; he has often to allow for per- 
sonal ])e*culiarities e)f an unexpected nature; the troubles 
that the atmosplc*re can give are notorious; while the level- 
ling of his instrument warns him that he cannot even rely 
on the solid (‘arth itself. We l(**arn that the earthquakes, by 
which the solid ground is sometim(*s disturbed, are merely 
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the more conspicuous instances of incessant small movements 
in the earth which every night in the year derange the 
delicate adjustment of the instrument. 

When the existence of these errors has been recognised, 
the first great step has been taken. By an alliance between 
the astronomer and the mathematician it is possible to measure 
the discrepancies between the actual meridian circle and the 
instrument that is ideally perfect. Once this has been done, 
wo can estimate the effect which the irregularities produce 
on the observations, and finallj^ we succeed in purging the 
observations from the grosser errors by which they arc con- 
taminated. Wo thus obtain results which are not indeed 
mathematically accurate, but are nevertheless close approxima- 
tions to those which would be obtained by a perfect observer 
using an ideal instrument of geometrical accuracy, standing 
on an earth of absolute rigidity, and viewing the heavens 
without the intervention of the atinosidiere. 

In addition to instruments like those already indicated, 
astronomers have other means of following the motions of the 
heavenly bodies. AV^ithin the last twenty years photography 
has commenced to play an important part in practical 
astronomy. This beautiful art can be utilised for represent- 
ing many objects in the heavens by more faithful pictures 
than the pencil of even the most skilful draughtsman can 
produce. Photography is also applicable for making charts 
of any region in the sky which it is desired to examine. When 
repeated pictures of the same region are made from time to 
time, their comparison gives the means of ascertaining whether 
any star has moved during the interval. The amount and 
direction of this motion may he ascertained by a delicate measur- 
ing apparatus under which the photographic plate is placed. 

If a refracting telescope is to be used for taking celestial 
photographs, the lenses of the olyect-glass must be specially 
designed for this purpose. The rays of light which imprint 
an imago on the prepared plate are not exactly the same as 
those Avhich are chiefly concerned in the production of the 
imago on the retina of the human eye. A reflecting mirror, 
however, brings all the rays, both those which are chemically 
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active and those which are solely visual, to one and the 
same focus. The same reticcting instrument may therefore 
be used either for looking at the heavens or for taking pic- 
tures on a photographic plate which has been substituted for 
the observer’s eye. 

A simple portrait camera has been advantageously em- 
ployed for obtaining striking photographs of larger areas of 
the sk}^ than can be grasped in a long telescope; but for 
purposes of accurate measurement those taken with the 
latter arc incomparably better. 

It is needless to say that the photographic apparatus, 
whatever it may be, must be driven by delicately-adjusted 
clockwork to counteract the apparent daily motion of the stars 
caused by the rotation of the earth. The picture would 
otherwise ])c spoiled, just as a portrait is ruined if the 
sitter docs not remain quiet during the exposure. 

Among the observatories in the United Kingdom the 
Royal Observatory at (Jreenwieh is of course the most famous. 
It is spe<dally remarkable among all tlie similar institutions 
in the world for tlio continuity of its lalM>urs for scvc'ral 
generations. (ir('cnwi(di Observatory was founded in ](>75 
for the ])romotion of astronomy and navigation, and the 
observations liavo from the lirst been specially arrangeil with 
the ol)ject of determining with the greatest accuracy the 
positions of the principal fixed stai's, the sun, the moon, and 
the planets. In recent years, liow^cviT, great dcvelo{)ments 
of the work of the Observatory have been witnessed, and the 
most modern branches of the science are now assiduously 
pursiUMl ihvro. 

The ]arg(‘st ecpiatorial at (Jreenwicli is a refractor of 
twenty-eight inches ap<Tture and twenty-eight feet long, cr)n- 
structed by Sir Howard (Jrubb. A remarkable composite 
instrument from tlie same celebrated workshop has also been 
added to our national institution. It consists of a great 
refractor specially constructed for photography, of twenty-six 
inches aperture (presented by the late Sir Henry Tliompson) 
and a reflector of thirty inches diameter, which is the 
product of Dr. Common’s skill. The huge volume published 
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ft.nTiiifl.11 y bears witness to the assiduity with which the Astro- 
nomer Royal and his numerous staft‘ of assistant astronomers 
make use of the splendid means at their disposal 

The southern part of the heavens, most of which cannot 
be seen from Great Britain, is watched from various observatories 
in the southern hemisphere. Foremost among them is the 
Royal Observatory at the Cape of Good Hope, which is fur- 
nished with first-class instruments. We may mention a great 
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Fig. 9,— The Great Bi‘ar. 


photographic telescope, tlio gift of Mr. M’riean. Astronomy 
has been greatly enriched by the many researches made by 
Sir David (Jill, late director of the Cape Observatory. 

It is not, however, necessary to use such great instruments 
to obtain some idea of the aid the telescope will afford. 
The most suitable instrument for commencing astronomical 
studies is within ordinary reach. It is the well-known 
binocular that a ca[)t.ain uses on board ship ; or if that 
cannot bo had, then the common opera-glass will answer 
nearly as well. This is, no doubt, not so powerful as a tele- 
scope, but it has some compensating advantages. The opera- 
gkass will enable us to survey a large region of the sky at 
one glance, while a telescope, generally speaking, pi'esents 
a much smaller field of view. 

Lot us suppose that the observer is provided Avith an 
opera-glass and is about to conmience his astronomical studies. 
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The first stop is to become acquainted with the conspicuous 
group of seven stars represented in Fig. 9. This group is often 
called the Plough, or Charles’s Wain, but astronomers prefer 
to regard it as a portion of the constellation of the Great 
Bear (Ursa Major). There are many features of interest in 
this constellation, and the beginner should learn as soon 
as possible to identify the seven stars which compose it. 
Of these the two marked a and )8, at the head of the Bear, 
are generally called the “pointers.” They are of special use, 
because they serve to guide the eye to that most important 
star in the whole sky, known as the “ pole star.” 

Fix the attention on that region in the Great Bear, which 
forms a sort of rectangle, of which the stars a ^ y B arc the 
corners. The next fine night try to count how many stars 
are visible within that rectangle. On a very fine night, 
without a moon, perhaps a do;cen might be perceived, or even 
more, according to the keenness of the eyesight. But when 
the opera-glass is directed to the same part of the constella- 
tion an astonishing sight is witnessed. A hundred stars can 
now be seen with the greatest ease. 

But the opera-glass will not show nearly all the stars in 
this region. Any good telescojie will reveal many hundreds 
too faint for the feebler instrument. The greater the teleseojie 
the more numerous the stars; so that seen through one of 
the colossal instruments the number would have to bo 
reckoned in thousands. 

We have chosen the Great Bear because it is more g(*ne- 
rally known than any other constellation. But thc(Jrcat Ifcar 
is not exceptionally rich in stars. To tell the number of 
the stars is a task which no man lias accomplished ; but 
various estimates have been made. Our groat telcscojx's can 
probably show at least 50,000,000 stars. 

The student who uses a good refracting telescope, having 
an object-glass not less than tlirec inches in diameter, will 
find occupation for irnany a line evening. It will greatly 
increase the interest of his work if he uses the charming 
handbook of the lieavens known as VV'ebb’s “Celestial Objects 
for Common Telescopes.’' 
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THE SUN. 

The vast Size of tho Sun — Hotter than Molting Platinum — Is the Sun the Source 
of Heat for the Earth ? — Tho Sun is 92,900,000 miles distant — How to realise 
the magnitude of this distance — Hay and Night— Luminous and Non-Lumi- 
iious llodios— Contrast between the Sun and the Stars — ^The Sun a Star — 
(iranulatcd Appeal ance of tho Sun — The Spots on the Sun— Changes in Die 
Form of a Spot— The Faeuho — Tho Rotation of tho Sun on its Axis — View of 
a Typieal Sun-Spot — Periodicity of the Sun-Spots — Connection "between the 
Sun-Spots and Tencstrial l^laguetism — Principles of Spectrum Analysis — Sub- 
stances present in tho Sun— Spectrum of a Spot — Tlie Prominences surrounding 
the Sun- -Total Eclipse of the Sun -Size and Movement of tho Prominences— 
Their connection with the Spots — Spcctroscoxiic Measurement of Motion on the 
Sun— The Corona surrounding tho Sun — Constitution of the Sun. 


In coininencing our examination of the orbs which surround 
us, wc naturally begin with our peerless sun. His splendid 
brilliance gives him the pre-eminence over all other celestial 
bodies. 

The dimensions of our luminary arc commensurate with his 
importance. Astronomers have succeeded in tho difficult task 
of ascertaining the exact figures, but they are so gigantic that 
the results are hard to realise. The diameter of the orb of 
day, or tho length of the axis, pjissing through the centre from 
one side to the other, is SCO, 000 miles. Yet this bare state- 
ment of tho dimensions of the great globe fails to convoy an 
adequate idea of its vastness. If a railway were laid round 
tho sun, and if we were to start in an express train moving 
sixty miles an hour, we should have to travel for five years 
without intermission night or day before we had accomplished 
the journey. 

When the sun is compared with .the earth the bulk of 
our luminary becomes still more striking. Suppose his globe 
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were cut up into one million parts, each of these parts would 
appreciably exceed the bulk of our earth. Fig. 10 exhibits a 
large circle and a very small one, marked S and E respec- 
tively. These circles show the comparative sizes of the two 
bodies. The mass of the sun does not, however, exceed that 
of the earth in the same proportion. Were the sun placed in 
one pan of a mighty weighing balance, and were 300,000 



Fig. 10, —Comparative Sizes of the Earth aucl the Suu. 


bodies as heavy as our earth placed in the other, the luminary 
would turn the scale 

The sun has a temperature far surpassing any that we 
artificially produce, either in our chemical laboratories or our 
metallurgical establishments. We can send a galvanic current 
through a piece of platinum wire. The wire first becomes 
red hot, then white hot ; then it glows with a brilliance almost 
dazzling until it fuses and breaks. The temperature of the 
melting platinum wire could hardly be surpassed in the most 
elaborate furnaces, but it docs not attain the temperature of 
the siiii. 

It must, however, be admitted that there is an apparent 
discrepancy between a fact of common experience and the 
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stateinont that the sun possesses the extremely high tempera- 
ture that we have just tried to illustrate. “ If the sun were 
hoi,” it has been said, “ then the nearer we approach to him 
the hotter wo should feel ; yet this does not seem to bo the 
case. On the top of a high mountain wo are nearer to the 
sun, and yet everybody knows that it is much colder up there 
than in the valley beneath. If the mountain be as high as 
Mont Wane, then wc are certainly two or three miles nearer 
the glowing globe than we were at the sea-level ; yet, instead 
of additional warmth, we find eternal snow.” A simple illus- 
tration may help to lessen this difficulty. In a greenhouse 
on a sunshiny day the temperature is much hotter than it is 
outside. The glass will permit the hot sunbeams to enter, but 
it refuses to allow them out again with equal freedom, and 
consequently the temperature rises. The earth may, from this 
point of view, be likeiK^l to a greenhouse, only, instead of the 
panes of glass, our globe is enveloped by an enormous coating 
of air. On the earth’s surface, we stand, as it were, inside 
the greenhouse, and wo benefit by the interposition of the 
atmi)sphore; but when we climb very high mountains, we 
gradually pass through some of the protecting medium, and 
then Avo suffer from the cold. If the earth were deprived 
of its coat of air, it seems certain that eternal frost would 
reign over Avhole continents as well as on the tops of the 
mountains. 

The actual distance of the sun from the earth is about 
92,900,000 miles; but by merely reciting the figures Ave do 
not receive a vivid impression of the real magnitude. It 
Avould be necessary to count as quickly as possible for three 
days and three nights before one million Avas completed ; yet 
this would have to bo repeated nearly ninety-three times 
before we had counted all the miles between the earth and 
the sun. 

Every clear night we see a vast host of stars scattered over 
the sky. Some are bright, some are faint, some are grouped 
into remarkable forms. With regard to this multitude of 
brilliant points we have noAv to ask an important question. 
Are they bodies which shine by their own light like the sun, 
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or do they only shine with borrowed light like the moon ? The 
answer is easily stated. Most of these bodies shine by their 
own light, and they arc properly called stars. 

Suppose that the sun and the multitude of stars, properly 
so called, are each and all self-luminous brilliant bodies, what 
is the great distinction between the sun and the stars? 
There is, of course, a vast and obvious diftcrcncc between the 
unrivalled splendour of the sun and the feeble twinkle of the 
stars. Yet this distinction does not necessarily indicate that 
our luminary has an intrinsic splendour superior to that of 
the stars. The fact is that wc are nestled up coiujniratively 
close to the sun for the benefit of his warmth and light, 
while wc arc separated from even the nearest of the stars by 
a mighty abyss. If the sun were gradually to retreat from 
the earth, his light would decrease, so that when he had 
penetrated the depths of space to a distaiKM) coinj)arablc witli 
that by which we are separated from the stars, his glory 
would have utterly departed. No longia* would the sun seem 
to be the majestic orb with which we are familiar. No longer 
would he be a sources of genial heat, or a luminary to dispel 
the darkness of night. Our great sun would have shrunk to 
the insignificance of a star, not so bright as many of tlioso 
which wc see every night. 

Momentous indeed is the conclusion to which Ave are now 
led. That myriad host of stars which studs our sky every 
night has been elevated into vast importance. Each one of 
those stars is itself a mighty sun, actually rivalling, and in 
many cases surpassing, the splendour of our own luminary. 
We thus open up a majestic conception of the viust dimensions 
of space, and of the dignity and splendour of the myriad 
globes by which that sjiacc is tenanted. 

There is another aspect of the j)icturc not without its 
utility. We must from henceforth remember that our sun 
is only a star, and not a particularly imporUint star. If the 
sun and the earth, and all which it contains, were to vanish, 
the effect in the universe would merely bo that a tiny star 
had ceased its twinkling. Viewed simply iis a star, the sun 
must retire to a position of insignificance in the mighty fabric 
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of the universe. Ihit it is not iis a star that we have to deal with 
the sun To us his comparative proximity gives him an im- 
portance incalculably transcending that of all the other stars. 



Fig. 11.— Photograph of the Sun’s Disc, taken August 8th, 1893, at the Poyal 
Observatory, Greenwich permission of the Astronomer Boyal ) 


To the unaided eye the sun appears to be a flat circle. 
If, however, it be examined with the telescope, taking care of 
course to interpose a piece of dark-coloured glass, or to 
employ some similar precaution to screen the eye from injury, 
it will then be perceived that the sun is not a flat surface, 
but a veritable glowing globe. 

3 
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The first question which we must jittcrnpt to answer 
enquires whether the j(lowinpf matter which forms the globe 
is a solid mass, or, if not solid, which is it, liquid or gaseous? 
At the first glance we might think that the sun cannot be 
fluid, and we might naturally imagine that it was a solid ball 
of some white-hot substance. But this view is not correct; 
for we can show that the sun is certainly not a solid body in 
so far at least as its superficial jmrts arc concerned. 

A general view of the sun as shown by a telescope 
of moderate dimensions may Ik3 seen in Fig. 11. It is at 
once seen that the surface of the luminary is by no 
means of uniform texture or brightness. It may rather 
be described as granulated or mottled. This api)earance is 
due to the luminous clouds which float suspended in a 
somewhat less luminous la 3 'er of gas. It is needless to say 
that these solar clouds arc very difVerent from the clouds 
which we know so well in our own atmosphere. Terrestrial 
clouds are, of course, formed from minute droj>s of water, 
while the clouds at the surface of the sun arc composed of 
drops of one or more chemical elements at an exceedingly 
high temperature. 

The granulated ap])carancc of the solar surface is beautifully 
shown in the remarkable photographs on a large scale which 
M. Janssen, of Meudon, succeeded in obtaining a few 
years ago. We are enabled to reproduce one of them in 
Fig. 12. It will be observed that the interstices between the 
luminous dots are of a greyish tint, the general effect (as re- 
marked by Frofessor Young) being mucli like that of rough 
drawing paper seen from a little distance. We often notice 
places over the surface of such a plate where the definition 
seems to he unsatisfactory. These are not, liowever, the 
blemishes (hat might at first bo supposed. They arise neither 
from casual imperfections of the photographic plate nor from 
accidents during the development ; they plainly owe their origin 
to some veritable cause in the sun itself, nor shall we find it 
hard to explain what that cause must be. As we shall have 
occasion to mention further on, the velocities with which the 
glowing gases on the sun are animated must be exceedingly 




Fig. 12.~Photogiuph of the Solax Sui-ftice. (^y Jatmen,) 
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great. Even in the hundredth part of a second (which is 
about the duration of tlio exposure of this plate) the move- 
ments of the solar clouds are sufficiently great to produce 
the observed indistinctness. 

Irregularly dispersed over the solar surface small dark 
objects called sun-spots are generally visible. These spots 
vary greatly both as to size and as tx) number. Sun-spots 
were first noticed in the beginning of the seventeenth century, 
shortly after the invention of the telescope. Their general 
appearance is shown in Fig. 13, in which the dark central 
nucleus appears in sharp contrast with the lighter margin or 
penumbra. Fig. IG shows a small spot developing 
pores or interstices l>etwccn the 

The earli(*st ol>servers of th(‘se spots had rc- 

Fig. 

marked that they seem to have* a (‘ommon motion 

All Or- * I I’. « • /• 

ciinjiiy across the sim. In rig. 14 we give a (*opy of a 

Sun-spot remarkable drawing by Father Scheincr, showing 

the motion of tw'o spots observed by him in March, 

1627. The figunj indicates the successive jiositions assumed 

by the spots on the several days from the 2nd to the 

IGth March. Tliose marks which are merely given in outline 

represent the assumed positions on th(i llth and the 13th, on 

which days it happeiu'd that the weather wwus (;loudy, so that 

no observations could be made. It is invariably found that 

these objects move in the same direction — namely, from the 

eastern to the western limb* of the sun. They complete the 

journey across the face of the sun in twxdve or thirteen days, 

after which they remain invisible for about the same length 

of time until they reappear at the eastern limb. These early 

observers were quick to di.scern the true import of their 

discovery. They deduced from these simple observations the 

remarkable fact that the sun, like the earth, performs a 

rotation on its axis, and in the same direction. But there is 

the important difference between these rotations that whereas 

the earth takes only fwenty four hours to turn once round, 

* Limb is thf* word used by astroiiornera to denote the edge or circumference 
of the apparent disc of a heavenly body. 
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the solar globe takes about twenty- six days to complete one 
of its much more deliberate rotations. 

If we examine sun-spots under favourable atmospheric con- 
ditions and with a telescope of fairly large aperture, we perceive a 
great amount of interesting detail which is full of information 
with regard to the structure of the sun. The penumbra of a 
spot is often found to be made up of hlaments directed towards 
the middle of the spot, and generally brighter at their inner 
ends, where they adjoin the nucleus. In a regularly formed 
spot the outline of the penumbra is of the same general form 
as that of the nucleus, but astronomers are frequently deeply 
interested by witnessing vast spots of very irregular figure. 
In such cas(\s the bright surface-covering of the sun (the 
photosphere, as it is called) often encroaches on the nucleus 
and forms a peninsula stretching cut into, or even bridging 
across, the gloomy interior. This is well shown in Professor 
Langleys fine drawing (Plate 11.) of a very irregular spot 
which he observed on Decjember 28 24, 1878. 

Tl)e details of a spot vary continually; changes may often 
be noticed even from day to day, sometimes from hour to 
hour. A similar remark ma}" be made with respect to the 
bright streaks or patches which are fn^quently to be observed 
especially in the neighbourhood of spots. These bright marks 
are known by the name of facuUv (little torches). They are 
most distinctly seen near the margin ol’ the sun, where tlie 
light from its surface is not so bright as it is nearer to the 
centre of the disc The reduction of liglit at the margin is 
due to the greater thickness of absorbing atmosphere round 
the sun, through which the light emitted from the regions 
near the margin has to pass in starting on its way towards us. 

None of the markings on the solar disc constitute per- 
manent features on the sun. Some of these objects may no 
doubt last for weeks. It has, indeed, occasionally happened 
that the same spot has marked the solar globe for many 
months ; but after an existence of greater or less duration 
those on one par(> of the sun may disappear, while as fre- 
quently fresh marks of the same kind become visible in 
other places. Tlie inference from these various facts is 
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irresistible. They tell ih that the visible surface of the sun 
is not a solid mass, is not even a liquid mass, but that the 
globe, so far as we can see it, consists of matter in the 
gaseous, or vaporous, condition. 

It often happens that a largo spot divides into two or 



more separate portions, and these have been sometimes 
seen to fly apart with a velocity in some cases not less than 
a thousand miles an hour. *'At times, though very rarely” 
(I quote here I’rofcssor Young,"^ to whom 1 am frequently 
indebted), “ a different phenomenon of the most surprising 
and startling character a})poars in er)nnection with tliese 
objects; patches of intense brightness suddenly break out, 
remaining visible for a few minutes, moving, while they 

* Sun,” p 119, 
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last, with velocities as great as one hundred miles a 
second. 

“ One of these events has become classical. It occurred 
on the forenoon (Greenwich time) of September 1st, 1859, 
and was independently witnessed by two well-known and 
reliable observers — Mr. Carrington and Mr. Hodgson — whose 
accounts of the matter may be found in the Monthly Notices 
of the Royal Astronomical Society for November, 1859. Mr. 
Carrington at the time was making his usual daily observa- 
tions upon the position, contigura- 
tion, and size of the spots by 
means of an image of the solar 
disc upon a screen — being then 
engaged upon tliat eight years’ 
series of observations which lie at 
the foundation of so much of our 
present solar science. Mr. Hodg- 
son, at a distance of many miles, 
was at the same time sketching 
details of sun-spot structure by 
means of a solar cyo-pieco and 
shade-glass. They simultaneously saw two luminous objects, 
shaped sometliing like two new moons, each about eight 
thousand miles in length and two thousand wide, at a dis- 
tance of some twelve thousand miles from each other. These 
burst suddenly into sight at the edge of a great sun-spot 
with a dazzling brightness at least five or six times that of 
the neighbouring portions of the photosphere, and moved 
eastward over the spot in parallel lines, growing smaller and 
fainter, until in about live minutes they disa[)pcared, alter 
traversing a course of nearly thirty-six thousand miles.” 

The sun-spots do not occur at all parts of the suns surface 
indifferently. They are mainly found in two zones (Fig. 15) 
on each side of the solar equator between the latitudes of 
10^ and 30°. On the equator the spots are rare except., 
curiously enough, near the time when there are few spots 
elsewhere. In high latitudes they are never seen. Closely 
connected with these peculiar principles of their distribution 



Fig. 15. — Zones on the Sun’s 
Surface in which Siwts appear. 
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is the remarkable fact that spots in different latitudes do not 
indicate the same values for the period of rotation of the 
sun. By watching a spot near the sun's equator Carrington 
found that it completed a revolution in twenty-five days and 
two hours. At a latitude of 20"" the period is about twenty- 
five days and eighteen hours, at 80° it is no less than twenty- 
six days and twelve hours, while the comparatively few spots 
observed in the latitude of 45° require twenty-seven and a 
half days to complete their circuit. 

As the sun, so far at least as its outer regions are con- 
cerned, is a luass of gas and not a solid body, there would 
be nothing incredible in the supposition that spots are occa- 
sionally endowed with movements of their own like ships on 
the ocean. It seems, however, from the facts before us that 
the ditferent zones on the sun, corresponding to what we call 
the torrid and temperate zones on the earth, persist in 
rotating with velocities which gradually decrease from the 
equator towards the poles. It seems probable that the 
interior parts of the sun do not rotate as if the whole were 
a rigidly connected mass. The mass of the sun, or at all 
events its greater part, is quite unlike a rigid body, and the 
several portions arc thus to some extent free for independent 
motion. Though we cannot actually see how tho interior 
parts of the sun rotate, yet the laws of dynamics enable us 
to infer that the interior layers of the sun must rotate more 
rapidly than the outer layers, and thus some of the features 
of the spot movements can be accounted for. But at present 
it must be confessed that there are great difficulties in the 
way of accounting for the distribution of spots and the law 
of rotation of the sun. 

In the year 1826 Schwabe, a German astronomer, com- 
menced to keep a regular register of the number of spots 
visible on the sun. After watching them for seventeen years 
he was able to announce that the number of spots seemed to 
fluctuate from year to year, and that there was a period of 
about ten years in their changes. Subsequent observations 
have confirmed this discovery, and old books and manuscripts 
have, been thoroughly searched for information of early date. 



Thus a more or less complete record of the state of the sun as 
regards spots since the beginning of the seventeenth century 
has been put together. This has enabled astronomers to 
fix the period of the recurring maximum with greater 
accuracy. 

The course of one of the sun-spot cycles may be described 
as follows : For two or three years the spots are both larger 
and more numerous than on the average ; then they begin to 
diminish, until in about six or seven years from the maximum 
they decline to a minimum ; the number of the spots then 
begins to increase, and in about four and a half years the 
maximum is once more attained. The length of the cycle is, 
on an average, about eleven years and five weeks, but both its 
length and the intensity of the maxima vary somewhat. For 
instance, a great maximum occurred in the summer of 1(S70, 
after which a very low minimum occurred in 1879, followed 
by a feeble maximum at the end of 1883; next came an 
average minimum about August, 1889, followed by the last 
observed maximum in January, 1894. It is not unlikely 
that a second period of about sixty or eighty years afiects 
the regularity of the eleven-year period. Systematic observa- 
tions cfirried on through a great many years to come will be 
required to settle this question, as the observations of sun- 
spots previous to 1826 are far too incomplete to decide the 
issues which arise. 

A curious connection seems to exist between the periodicity 
of the spots and their distribution over the surface of the 
sun. When a minimum is about to pass away the spots 
generally begin to show themselves in latitudes about 30'’ 
north and soutli of the sun’s equator; they then gradually 
break out somewhat nearer to the equator, so that at the 
time of maximum frequency most of them appear at latitudes 
not greater than 16". This distance from the sun’s equator 
goes on decreasing till the time of minimum. Indeed, 
the spots linger on very close to the equator for a couple ol 
years more, until the outbreak signalising the commencement 
of another period has commenced in higher latitudes. 

We have still to note an extraordinarj^ feature which 
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points to an intimate connection between the phenomena of 
sun-spots and the purely terrestrial phenomena of magnetism. 
It is of course well known that the needle of a compass does 
not point exactly to the north, but diverges from the meridian 
by an angle which is different in different places and is not even 
constant at the same place. For instance, at tlreenwich the 
needle at present points in a direction 17’ West of North, 
but this amount is subject to very slow and gradual changes, 
as well as to very small daily oscillations. It was discovered 
in the last century by Jjamont (a Bavarian astronomer, but a 
native of Scotland) that the extent ot this daily oscillation 
increases and decreases r(*gularly in a period which he gave 
as 10^ years, but whi(jh was subsequently found to bo 
lljxi years, exactly the same as the period of the spots on 
the sun. From a diligent study of the records of magnetic 
observations it has been found that the time of sun-spot 
maximum always coincides almost c\a(*tly with that of 
maximum daily oscillation of the compass needle, while the 
minima agree similarly. This close relationship between the 
periodicity of sun-spots and the daily movements of the mag- 
netic needle is not the sole proof we ))osscss that there is a 
connection of some sort betw^jen solar phenomena and ter- 
restrial magnetism. A time of maximum sun-spots is a time 
of great magnetic activity, and there have even been special 
cases in which a peculiar outbreak on the sun has been 
associated with remarkable magnetic [dienotnena on the earth. 
A very interesting instance of this kind is recorded by Pro- 
fessor Young, who, when observing at Sherman on the 
3rd August, 1872, j)ercoived a very violent disturbance of 
the sun’s surface. He was told the same day by a member 
of his party, who was engaged in magnetic observations and 
who was quite in ignorance of what Professor Young had seen, 
that he had been obliged to desist from his magnetic work in 
consequence of the violent motion of his magnet. It was 
afterwards found from the photographic records at Greenwich 
and Stonyhurst that the magnetic storm ” observed in 
America had simultaneously been felt in England. A similar 
connection between sun-spots and rtie aurora borealis has 
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also been noticed, this fact being a natural consequence of 
the well-known connection between the aurora and magnetic 
disturbances. On the other hand, it must be confessed that 
many striking magnetic storms have occurred without any 
corresponding solar disturbance,* but even those who are 
inclined to be sceptical as to the connection between these 
two classes of phenomena in particular cases can hardly 
doubt the remarkable parallelism between the general rise 



Fig. IC.—The Texture of the Sun and a small Spot. 


and fall in the number of sun-spots and the extent of the 
daily movements of the compass needle. 

We have now described the principal solar phenomena with 
which the telescope has made us acquainted. But there are 
many questions connected with the nature of the sun which 
not even the most powerful telescope would enable us to 
solve, but which the spectroscope has given us the means of 
investigating. 

What we receive from the sun is warmth and light. The 
intensely heated mass of the sun radiates forth its beams in 

♦ It has been fiequently staled that the outburst in 1869, witnessed by 
Carrington and Hodgson, was immediately followed by an unusually intense 
magnetic storm, but the records at Kew and Greenwich show that the magnetic 
disturbances on that day were of a very trivial character. 
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all directions with boundless prodigality. Each beam wo feel 
to be warm, and wo s.h) to be brilliantly white, but a more 
subtle analysis than niere f(‘oliug or mere vision is required. 
Each sunbeam b(\ars marks of its origin. These marks are 
not visible until a special process has been applied, but then 
the sunbeam can be made to tell its story, and it will dis- 
close to us inu(*h of the nature of the constitution of the 
great luminary. 

We regard the suns liglit as colourli‘ss, just as Ave speak 
of Avater as tast(‘less, but both of these (Expressions relate 
rather to our own hn'lings than to anything regally charac- 
teristic of Avater or of sunlight. We regard the sunlight as 
colourless lu'causi* it forms, as it Aven', the background on 
Avhieh all otlnu* colours are d(Epieted. The fact is, that Avhite 
is so far from being colourltiss that it (contains every known 
hue blended together in cen’tain proportions. The sun’s light 
is really extremely comj)osit(E ; Nature lu‘rs(Elf U‘lls us this 
if Avc will but give her the slightest attemtion. Whence 
come the beautiful liu(‘s with Avhich we arc all familiar? 
Look at thtE loA'tdy tints of a garden ; the red of the rose is 
not in the rose itself. All the rose does is to grasp the sun- 
beams Avhich fall upon it, extract from these beams the red 
Avhich they contain, and radiates that red light to our eyes. 
Were there not nid rays c'onwyed Avith the other rays in the 
sunbeam, there could be no r(*d rose to be se(*n by sunlight. 

The principle iKU’e iuAolved has many other appliciations ; 
a lady Avill often say that a dress Avhich looks very well in 
the daylight docs not answer in the evening. The reason is 
that the dress is intended to shoAv certain colours Avhich 
exist in the sunlight ; but th(*.se colours are not contained to 
the same d(;gree in gasliglit, and consequently the dress has 
a different hue. The fault is not in the dress, the fault lie? 
in the gas ; and Avhen the electric light is used it sends forth 
beams more nearly resembling those from the sun, and the 
colours of the dress appear with Jill their intenchid beauty. 

The most glorious natural indi(‘ation of the nature of the 
sunlight is seen in the rainbow. Here the sunbeams are 
refracted and reflected from tiny globes of water in the clouds ; 
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these convey to us the sunlight, and in doing so decompose 
the white beams into the s(*v(‘n primary hues — red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet. 

The bow set in the cloud is typical of that grt'at depart- 
ment of modern science of which we sliall now set forth the 
principles. The globes of water decom])ose the solar beams; 
and we follow the course suggesU'd by the rainbow, ‘ind 
analyse the sunlight into its constituents. We are enabled 
to do this with seientilic accuracy when we emjdoy that 
remarkable key to Natur(‘’s s(‘crets known as the spectroscope. 
The beams of white sunlight consist of innumerable beams 
of every hue in intimate association. P]vcry shade of red, of 
yellow, of blue, and of green, can be found in a sunbeam. 
The magician’s wand, with 
which wo strike the sunbi‘am 
and sort the tangled sk<‘in 
into perfect order, is the simph* 
instrument known as the glass 
prism. Wo have represented 
this instrument in its sim{)lest 
form in tlic adjoining figure 
(Fig. ]7). It is a piece <»f jmre and homogeneous glass in 
the shape of a wedge. When a ray of light from the sun 
or from any sour<*o falls upon the prism, it passes through 
the transparent glass and emerges on the other side; a re- 
markable change is, however, imjiresscMl on the ray by the 
influence of the glass. It is bent by refraction from the 
path it originally pursued, and is compelled to follow a 
different path. If, however, the prism bent all rays of light 
equally, then it would be of no service in the analysis of 
light ; but it fortunately happens that the prism acts with 
varying efficiency on the rays of different hues. A red ray 
is not refracted so much as a yellow ray ; a yellow ray is 
not refracted so much as a blue on(\ It consequently hap- 
pens that when tlie composite beam of sunlight, in which all 
the different rays are blended, passcjs through the prism, 
they emerge in the manner shown in the annexed figure 
(Fig. 18). Here then we have the source of the analysing 
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power of the ])risni ; it bends the different hues unequally 
and consequently the beam of comp(»sitc sunlight, after pass- 
ing through the prism, no longer shows mere white light, 
but is expanded into a coloured band of light, with hues 
like the rainbow, passing from deep red at one end through 
every intermediate grade to the violet. 

We have in the prism the means of decomposing the light 
from the sun, or the light from any other source, into its 
component parts. The examination of the quality of the 
light when analysed enables us to learn something of the 
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constitution of the body from which this light has emanated. 
Indeed, in some simple cases tho mere colour of a light will 
be sufficient to indicate the source from which it has come. 
There is, for instance, a splendid red light sometimes seen 
in displays of tireworks, due to the metal strontium. The 
eye can identify the element by the mere colour of the flame. 
There is also a characteristic yellow light produced by the 
flame of common salt burned with spirits of wine. Sodium is 
the important constituent of salt, so here we recognise 
another substance merely by the colour it emits when burn- 
ing. We may also mention a third substance, magnesium, 
Avhich burns with a brilliant white light, eminently charac- 
teristic of the metal. 

The three metals, strontium, sodium, and magnesium, 
may thus be identified by the colours they produce when 
incandescent. In this simple observation lies I he germ of 
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the modorn method of research known as spectrum analysis. 
We may now examine with the prism tlie colours of the 
sun and the colours of the stars, and from this examination 
we can learn something of the materials which enter into 
their composition. We are not restricted to the use of 
merely a single prism, but wc may arrange that the light 
which it is <lesired to analyse shall pass through several 
prisms in succession in order to increase the dispersion or 
the spreading out of the difl'erent colours. To enter the 
spectroscope the light first passes through a narrow slit, and 
the rays are then rendered parallel by passing tbrougli a 
lens: these parallel rays next pass through one or more 
prisms, and arc finally viewed through a small telescope, or 
they may be inti'iveptcd by a photographic plate on which 
a picture will then be made. If the beam of light passing 
through th(* slit has radiated from an incaudes(*ent solid or 
liquid body, or from a gas und(‘r high jn’ossuro, the coloured 
band or speiinnii is fenmd to contain all the colours indi- 
cated on Plate XIII , without any interruption between the 
colours. This is known as a continuous spectrum. But if 
wc (‘xaniinc light from a gas under low j^ressure, as can be 
done by placing a small quantity of the gas in a glass tube 
and making it glow by an el(‘ctric current, we find that it 
does not emit rays of all colours, but only rays of certain 
distinct colours which arc different for different gases. The 
spectrum of a gas, therefore, consists of a number of detached 
luminous lines. 

When wo study the sunlight through the prism, it 
found that the spectrum does not extend quite continuously 
from one end to the other, but is crossed over by a multitude 
of dark lines, only a few of which are shown in the adjoin- 
ing plate. (Plate XIII.) These lines are a permanent feature 
in the solar spectrum. They arc as characteristic of the 
sunlight as the prismatic colours themselves, and are full of 
interest and information with regard to the sun. These lines 
are the characters in which the history and the nature of the 
sun are written. Viewed through an instrument of adequate 
power, dark lines are to be found crossing the solar spectrum 
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in hundreds ami in thousands. They arc of every variety of 
strength and faintness ; their distribution seems guided by 
no simple Jaw. At some parts of tlio spectrum there are 
but lew lines ; in ollua* regions tliey are crowded so e.losely 
tog(‘ther that it is (Utheiilt to separate them. They are in 
some places exquisitely tine and delicate, and they never 
fail to ex(ate the admiration of every one who looks at this 
interesting specilaelo in a good instrument. 

There can 1 k‘ no better method of expounding the rather 
dittieiilt sul^ji'ct of spectrum analysis than by actually follow- 
ing the st(‘ps of tlu‘ original disi'overy which lirst gave a 
clear demonstration of th(‘ signilicance of th(‘ dark “Fraun- 
hofer” liiK's. Lf‘t us eonc^‘ntrat(^ our attention sj)ccially 
upon that line of the .solar spectrum marked j). Thi.s, 
when .s(‘(‘n in th(‘ spectros(*ope, is found to consist of two 
lines, very delicat<‘ly s(‘paratcd by a minute int(‘rval, one ol 
these lines being slightly thicker than the other. Sujjpose 
that whil(‘ tlie attention is conccaitrated on th(‘S(j lines the 
tl.ame of an ordinary spirit-lamp coloured by common salt 
be h(*ld in front of the instrument, so that the ray of dire(;t 
solar light passf*s through the flame b(‘for(j ent(*ring the 
spectroscope. Tin*- obs(‘rver se(*s at once the t-wo lines known 
as f) Hash out with a greatly imu’eased blacknc.ss and vivid- 
ness, while th<*ri^ is no oth(*r perceptible eflect on the 
spectrum. A huv trials .show that this intensilication of tlie 
D lines is dm^ to the. vapour of .sodium arising from the salt 
burning in the lamp through which the sunlight has 
passed. 

It is quite impossible that this marvellous connection 
between sodium and the i) lines of the spectrum can be 
merely casual. Even if there were only a single line con- 
cerned, it would be in the highest degree unlikely that 
the coincidencie should arise by accident ; but when we find 
the sodium affecting both of the two close lines which form 
I), our conviction that there must be some profound connec- 
tion between these lines and sodium rises to absolute certainty. 
Suppose that the sunlight be cut off, and that all other light 
is excluded save that emanating from the glowing vapour of 
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sodium in the spirit flame. We shall then find, on looking 
through the spectroscope, that we no longer obtain all the 
colours of the rainbow; the light from the sodium is con- 
centrated into two bright yellow lines, filling precisely the 
position which the dark D lines occupied in the solar spectrum, 
and the darkness of which the sodium flame seemed to 
intensify. 

We must here endeavour to remove what may at first 
sight appear to be a paradox. How is it, that though the 
sodium flame produces two bright lines when viewed in the 
absence of other light, yet it actually appears to intensify the 
two dark lines in the sun’s spectrum ? The explanation of 
this leads us at once to the cardinal doctrine of spectrum 
analysis. The so-called dark lines in the solar spectrum are 
only dark by contrast with the brilliant illumination of the 
rest of the spectrum. A good deal of solar light really lies 
in the dark lines, though not enough to be seen when the 
eye is dazzled by the brilliancy around. When the flaine of 
the spirit-lamp charged with sodium intervenes, it sends out 
a certain amount of light, which is entirely localised in these 
two lines. So far it would seem that the influence of the 
sodium flame ought to be manifested in diminishing the 
darkness of the lines and rendering them less conspicuous. 
As a matter of fact, they are far more conspicuous with the 
sodium flame than without it. This arises from the fact that 
the sodium flame possesses the remarkable property of 
cutting oft* the sunlight which was on its way to those par- 
ticular lines; so that, though the sodium contributes some 
light to the lines, yet it intercepts a far greater quantity of 
the light that would otherwise have illuminated those lines, 
and hence they became darker with the sodium flame than 
without it. 

We are thus conducted to a remarkable principle, which 
has led to the interpretation of the dark lines in the spectrum 
of the sun. We find that when the sodium vapour is heated, 
it gives out light of a very particular type, which, viewed 
through the prism, is concentrated in two lines. But the 
sodium vapour possesses also this property, that light from 
4 
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the sun can pass through it without any perceptible absorp- 
tion, except of those })iirticular rays which are of the same 
characters as the two lines in question. In other words, we 
say that if the heated vapour of a substance gives a spectrum 
of bright lines, corresponding to lights of various kinds, this 
same vapour will act as an opaque screen to lights of those 
special kinds, while remaining transparent to light of every 
other description. 

This principle is of such importance in the theory of 
spectrum analysis that we add a further example. Lot us 
take the element iron, which in a very striking degree illus- 
trates the law in question. In the solar spectrum two 
thousand of the dark lines arc known to coiTes[)ond with the 
spectrum of iron. This correspond(‘iH*e is exhibited in a vivid 
manner when, by a suitable contrivance, the light of an electric 
spark from poles of iron is examined in the spectroscope side 
by side with the solar sp(H*trum. The iron lines in the sun 
arc id(‘ntical in position with tin? lini's in the spectrum of 
glowing iron vapour. But the s])e('trum of iron, as heie de- 
scribed, consists of bright lines; while those with which it is 
(jompan'd in the sim arc dark on a bright background. Th(*y 
can be compl(‘t(‘ly understood if we supj)osc the vapour arising 
from intensely heat(*d iron to be present in the atmos])h(n'c 
which surrounds the luminous strata on the sun. This vapour 
would absf)rb or stoj) precisely the same' rays as it emits when 
incandescent, and hence ,we h'arn the important fact that iron, 
no less than sodium, must, in one fonn or another, bo a con- 
stituent of the sun. 

Such is, in brief outline, the celebrated discovery of modern 
times which has given an interpretation to the dark lines of 
the solar spectrum. The spectra of a large number of ter- 
restrial substances have been examined in comparison with the 
solar spectrum, and thus it has been establislu^d that many of 
the elements known on the <*arth are present in the sun. Wo 
may mention hydrogen, oxygen, calcium, iron, sodium, carbon, 
magnesium, cobalt, aluminium, chromium, strontium, man- 
ganese, cop2)er, zinc, cadmium, silver, tin, lead, potassium. 
Some of the elements which arc of the greatest importance 
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on the earth would appear to be missing from the sun. 
Sulphur, phosphorus, mercury, gold, nitrogen may be men- 
tioned among the elements which have hitherto given no 
indication of their being solar constituents. 

It is also possible that the lines of a substance in the 
sun’s atmosphere may be so very bright that the light of the 
continuous spc'ctruin, on which they ar(‘. superposed, is not 
able to “reverse” iIkmu — Le. turn them into dark lines. We 
know, for instance^, that the bright linos of sodium vapour 
may Ik* iniuli* so intensc'ly bright that the sj)ectrum of an in- 
candescent liine-eylind(‘r ijlaced behind the sodium vapour 
does not reverse these lines. If, then, we make the sodium 
lines fainter, they may bo reduced to exactly the intensity 
pr(*vailing in that part of the spectrum of the lime-light, in 
whic'h case thu lines, of course, could not be distinguished. 
The (|uestion as to what elements are really missing from the 
sun must then'fon*, like many other (juestions concerning our 
great luminary, at pres<‘nt be considered an open one. We 
shall shortly s<*e that an ehanent previously unknown has 
acjtually be(‘n dis(‘overed by means of a line representing it 
in the solar spe(*trum. 

L(*t us now r(*turn to the sun-spots and sec what the 
spectroscop(i can teach us as to th(*ir nature. We attach a 
powerful sp(*ctroscope to tin* (*ye-(md of a telescope in order 
to get as much light as possibh^ cone(*ntrated on the slit; the 
latter has therefore to b(* plac(*d exac'tly at the focus of the 
obj(*ct -glass. The instrument is then 2)ointed to a spot, so 
that its image falls on the slit, and the presence of the dark 
central part called the amhra reveals itself by a darkish stripe 
which traverses tin* ordinary sun-sjiectruin from end to end. 
It is bordered on both sides by the six'ctrum of pemimbra, 
which is much brighter than that of the unibra, but fainter 
than that of the adjoining regions of the sun. 

From the fact that the spectrum is darkened we learn that 
there is considerable general absorption of light in the umbra. 
This absorption is not, however, such as would be caused by 
the presence of volumes of minute solid or liquid particles 
like those which constitute smoke or cloud. This is indicated 
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by the hat, first discovered by Young in 1888 , that the 
spectrum is not uniformly darkened as it vrould be if the 
absolution yrete caused by floating partielea In the coume 
of examination of many large and quiescent spots, he per- 
ceived that the middle green part of the spectrum was crossed 
by coimtless fine, dark lines, generally touching each other, 
but here and there separated by bnght intervala Each line 
is thicker in the mid^e (corresponding to the centre of the 
spot) and tapers to a fine thread at each end ; indeed, most 
of these lines can be traced across the spectrum of the pen- 
umbra and out on to that of the solar sui^we. The absorption 
irould therefore seem to be caused by gases at a much lower 
temperature than that of the gases present outside the spot. 

In the red and yellow parts of the spot-spectrum, which have 
bera specudly studied for many years by Sir Norman Lockyer 
at the South Kensington Observatory, interesting details are 
found which confirm this conclusion Many of the dark lines 
ate not thicker and darker in the spot than they are in the 
ordinary sun-spectrum, while others are very much thickened 
in the spot-spectrum, such as the lines of iron, calcium, and 
sodium. The sodium lines are sometimes both widened and 
doubly reversed — ^that is, on the thick dark line a bright 
line is superposed. The same peculiarity is not seldom seen 
in the notable calcium lines H and K at the violet end of the 
spectrum These facts indicate the presence of great masses 
of the vapours of sodium and calcium over the nucleus. The 
observations at South Kensington have also brought to light 
mother interesting peculiaril^ of the spot-spectra. At the 
time of minimum foequency of spots t^ lines of iron md 
other terrestrial elements are prominent wmong the most 
widened lines; at the maxima these almost vanidi, and the 
widening is found only amcmgst lines of unknown origin. 

The iqieetrosoope has given us the means of stndying other 
interesting features on the sun, which are so fiunt that in the 
full blase of sunlight they cannot be readily observed with a 
telescope. We can, however, see them eauly enounh * 
when the brillimt body of the sun is obscured during the 
ka» oocinvence of a total eclipse. The conditions noee s Mu y 



for the ooourreDoe of an eclipse will be more folly considered 
in tilie next chapter. For the present it will be suffident to 
observe that by the movement of the moon it may so happen 
that the moon completely hides the sun, and thus for certain 
parts of the earth produces what we <udl a total eoUpse. The 
few minutes daring which a total eclipse lasts are of much 
interest to the astronomer. Darkness reigns over the land* 
scape, and in that darkness rare and beautiful sights are 
witnessed. 

We have in Fig. 19 a diagram of a total eclipse, showing 
some of the remarkable objects 
known as prominences (a, b, c, d, 
e) which project from behind the 
dark body of the moon. That 
they do not belong to the moon, 
but are solar appendages of some 
sort, is easily demonstrated. They 
first appear on the eastern limb 
at the commencement of totality. 

Those first seen are gradually 
more or less covered by the ad- 
vancing moon, while others peep 
out behind the western limb of 
the moon, until totality is over and the sunlight bursts out 
again, when they all instantly vanish. 

The first total eclipse which occurred after the spectro- 
scope had been placed in the hands of astronomers was in 
1868. On the 18th August in that year a total eclipse was 
visible in India. Several observers, armed with spectroscopes, 
were on the look-out for the prominences, and were able to 
announce that their spectrum consisted of detached brght 
lines, thus demonstrating that these objects were masses 
of glowing gas. On the following day the illustrious as^ 
tronomer, J anssen, one of the observers of the eclipse, 
succeeded in seeing the lines in full sunlight, as he now 
knew exactly where to look for them. Many months 
before the ecHpse ^ Morman Lockyer had been preparing 
to search lor the {wominences, as he expected them to yield 
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h line spectram which would be readily visible, if only the 
sun’s ordinary light could be sufficiently winnowed away. 
He proposed to effect this by using a spectroscope of great 
dispersion, which would spread out the continuous spectrum 
considerably and make it fainter. The effect of the great 
dispersion on the isolated bright lines he expected to see 
would be only to widen the intervals between them without 
interfering with their brightness. The new spectroscope, 
which he ordered to be constructed for this purpose, was not 
completed until some weeks after the eclipse was over, though 
before the news of Janssen’s achievement reached Europe 
from India. When that nows did arrive Sir N. Lockyer had 
already found the spectrum of unseen prominences at the 
sun’s limb. The honour of the practical application of a 
method of observing solar prominences without the help of 
an eclipse must therefore be shared between the two 
astronomers. 

When a spectroscope is pointed to the margin of the sun 
so that the slit is radial, certain short luminous lines become 
visible which lie exactly in the prolongation of the corre- 
sponding dark lines in the solar spectrum. From due con- 
sideration of the circumstances it can be shown that' the 
gases which form the prominences are also present as a com- 
paratively shallow atmospheric layer all round the great 
luminary. This layer is about five or six thousand miles 
deep, and is situated immediately above the dense layer of 
luminous clouds which forms the visible surffice of the sun 
and which we call the photosphere. The gaseous envelope 
from which the prominences spring has been called the 
chromosphere on account of the coloured lines displayed in 
its spectrum. Such lines are very numerous, but those per- 
taining to the -single substance, hydrogen, predominate so 
greatly that we may. say the chromosphere consists chiefly 
of this element. It is, however, to be noted that calcium 
and om other element are also invariably present, while iron, 
manganese and magnesium are often aj^tarent. The remark- 
able element, of which we have not yet mentioned the name^ 
has had an astonishii^ history. 
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Daring the eclipse of 1868 a . fine yeUow line was noticed 
among the lines of the proininenoe spectrum, and it was not 
unnaturally at first assumed that it must be the yellow 
sodium line. But when careful observations were after- 
wards made without hurry in full sunshine, and accurate 
measures were obtained, it was at once remarked that 
this line was not identical with either of the components of 
the double sodium line The new line was, no doubt, quite 
dose to the sodium lines, but slightly towards the green 
part of the spectrum. It was also noticed there was not 
generally any corresponding line to be seen among the dark 
lines in the ordinary solar spectrum, though a fine dark one 
has now and then been detected, especially near a sun- 
spot. Sir Norman Lockyer and Sir Edward Frankland 
showed that this was not produced by any known terrestrial 
element. It was, therefore, supposed to be caused by some 
hitherto unknown body to which the name of helium, or the 
sun element, was givea About a dozen less conspicuous lines 
were gradually identified in the spectrum of the prominences 
and the chromosphere, which appeared also to be caused by 
this same mysterious helium. These same remarkable lines 
have in more recent years also been detected in the spectra 
of various stars. 

This gas so long known in the heavens was at last detected 
on earth. In April, 1895, Professor Ramsay, who with Lord 
Rayleigh had discovered the new element argon, detected the 
presence of the famous helium lino in the spectrum of the 
gas liberated by heating the rare mineral known as clevrite, 
found in Norway. Thus this element, the existence of which 
had first been detected on the sun, ninety-three million miles 
away, has at last been proved to be a terrestrial element also. 

When it was aimounced by Runge that the principal line 
in the spectrum of the terrestrial helium had a faint and very 
close companion line on the red-ward side, some doubt seemed 
at first to be cast on the identity of the new terrestrial gas 
discovered by Ramsay with the helium of the chromosphere. 
The helium line of the latter had never be^ noticed to be 
double. Subsequently, however,' several observers provided 
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with Te«7 powerful mstrumeuts found that the fkmotts line 
in the ohz^osphere reallj had a v&y &mt eoinpanuMX line, 
llius the identity betwe^ the celestial helium and the gas 
found on our globe was established in the most remarkaye 
manner. Certain circumstances have seemed to indicate that 
the new gas might possibly be a mixture of two gases of 
different densities, but up to the present this has not bera 
proired to be the case. 

After it had been found possible to see the spectra of pro*- 
minences without waiting for an eclipse, Sir W. Huggins, in an 
obserraticHi on the 13th of February, 1869, successfully applied 
a method for viewing the remarkable solar objects themselves 
instead of their mere spectra in full sunshine It is only 
necessary to adjust the spectroscope so that one of the 
brightest lines — e.g. the red hydrogen line— is in the middle 
of the field of the viewing telescope, and then to open wide 
the slit of the spectroscope. A red image of the prominence 
will then be displayed instead of the mere line. In fact, 
when the slit is opened wide, the prisms produce a series of 
detached images of the prominence under observation, one 
for each Idnd of light which the object emits. 

We have spoken of the spectroscope as depending upon 
the action of glass prisms. It remains to be added that in 
the highest class of spectroscopes the prisms are replaced by 
ruled gratings from which the light is r^ected The effect 
of the ruling is to produce by what is known as difihtction 
the required breaking up of the beam of light into its con- 
stituent parts. 

Majestic indeed are the proportions of some of those mighty 
prominences which leap from the luminous surface; yet they 
flicker, as do our terrestrial flames, when we allow them time 
comparable to their gigantic dimensions. Drawings of the 
same pcominenoe noade at intervals of a fow hours, or even . 
le8S> often show great changes. The magnitude of the dia- 
{fiaoements that have been noticed sometimes attains many 
thousands of milm, and the actual velocity with whidh such 
masses move frequently exceeds 100 miles a second. Still 
more violent are the convulsions when, frmn the sur&oe the 








ehxomoBphere, as from a mighty fuimace, vast incandescent 
masses of gas are projected upwards. Plate lY. gives a view 
of a number of prominences as seen by Trouvelot at Harvard 
College Observatory, Cambridge, U.S.A. Trouvelot has suc- 
ceeded in exhibiting in the different pictures the wondrous 
variety of aspect which these objects assume. The dimensions 
of the prominences may be inferred from the scale appended 
to the plate. The largest of those here shown is fully 

80.000 miles high ; and trustworthy observers have recorded 
prominences of an altitude even much greater. The rapid 
changes which these objects sometimes undergo are well 
illustrated in the two sketches on the left of the lowest line, 
which were drawn on April 27th, 1872. These are both 
drawings of the same prominence taken at an interval no 
'greater than twenty minutes. This mighty flame is so vast 
that its length is ten times as great as the diameter of the 
earth, yet in this brief period it has completely changed its 
aspect ; the upper part of the flame has, indeed, broken away, 
and is now shown in that part of the drawing between the 
two flgures on the line above. The same plate also shows 
various instances of the remarkable spike-like objects, taken, 
however, at different -times and at various parts of the sun. 
These spikes attain altitudes not generally greater than 

20.000 miles, though sometimes they soar aloft to stupendous 
distances. 

We may refer to one special object of this kind, the 
remarkable history of which has been chronicled by Professor 
Young. On Octxjber 7th, 1880, a prominence was seen, at 
about 10.80 a.m., on the south-east limb of the sun. It was 
then about 40,000 miles high, and attracted no special 
attentioa Half an hour later a marvellous transformation 
had taken place. During that brief interval the prominence 
became very brilliant and doubled its length. For another 
hour the mighty flame still soared upwards, until it attcuned 
the unprecedented elevation of 850,000 miles — a distance more 
than one-third the diameter of the great luminary itself At 
this climax the energy of the mighty outbreak seems to have 
ist last become exhausted ; the flame broke up into fragments, 
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and by 12.30 — an interval of only two hours from the time 
when it was first noticed — the phenomenon had completely 
faded away. 

No doubt this particular eruption was exceptional in its 
vehemence, and in the vastness of the changes of which it 
was an indication. The velocity of upheaval must have been 
at least 200,000 miles an hour, or, to put it in another form, 
more than fifty miles a second. This mighty flame leaped 
from the sun with a velocity more than 100 times as great 
as that of the swiftest bullet ever fired from a rifle. 

The prominences may be generally divided into two 
classes. We have first those which are comparatively quies- 
cent, and in form somewhat resemble the clouds which float 
in our earth’s atmosphere. The second class of promi- 
nences are best described as eruptive. They are, in fact, 
thrown up from the chromosphere like gigantic jets of incan- 
descent material These two classes of objects diflbr not 
only in appearance but also in the gases of which they are 
composed. The cloud-like prominences consist mainly of 
hydrogen, with helium and calcium, while many metals are 
present in the eruptive dischat^cs. The latter are, never 
seen in the neighbourhood of the sun’s poles, but generally 
appear close to a sun-spot, thus confirming the conclusion 
t^t the spots are associated with violent disturbances on the 
surface of the sun. When a spot has reached the limb of 
the sun it is frequently found to be surrounded by promi- 
nences. It has even been possible in a few instances to detect 
powerful gaseous eruptions in the neighbourhood of a spot, 
the spectroscope rendering them visible against the back- 
ground of the solar surface just as the prominences are 
observed at the limb against the background of the sky. 

In order to photograph a prominence we have, of course, 
to substitute a photographic plate for the observer’s eye. 
Owing, however, to the difficulty of preventing the feeble 
light from the prominence from being overpowered by ex- 
traneous light, the photography of these bodies was not very 
successful until Professor Hide, of Chicago, designed his spec- 
tiD-heliograph. In this instrument there is (in addition to the 
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usual slit through which the light falls on the prisms, or grat> 
ing.) a second slit immediately in front of the photographic 
plate through which the light of a given wave-length can be 
permitted to pass to the exclusion of all the rest The light 
chosen for producing an image of the prominences is that 
radiated in one of the remarkable lines due to calcium. This 
lies at the extreme end of the violet The light from that 
part of the spectrum, though it is invisible to the eye, is 
much more active photographically than the light from the 
red, yellow, or green parts of the spectrum. The front slit is 
adjusted so that the K line falls upon the second slit, and 
as the front slit is slowly swept by clockwork over the whole 
of a prominence, the second slit keeps pace with it by a 
mechanical contrivance. 

If the image of the solar disc is hidden by a screen ot 
exactly the proper size, the slits may be made to sweep over 
the whole sun, thus giving us at one exposure a picture of 
the chromospheric ring round the sun’s limb with its promi- 
nences. The screen may now be withdrawn, and the slits 
may be made to sweep rapidly over the disc itself. They 
reveal the existence of glowing calcium vapours in many 
parts of the surface of the sun. Thus we get a striking 
picture of the sun as drawn by this particular light. In this 
manner Professor Hale confirmed the observation made long 
before by Professor Young, that the spectra of faculse alwa3rs 
show the two great calcium bands. 

The velocity with which a prominence shoots upward from 
the sun’s limb can, of course, be measured directly by observa- 
tions of the ordinary kind with a micrometer. The spectro- 
scope, however, enables us to estimate the speed with which 
disturbances at the surface of the sun travel in the direction 
towards the earth or from the earth. We can measure this 
speed by watching the peculiar behaviour of the spectral lines 
representing the rapidly moving masses. This opens up a 
remarkable line of investigation with important applications in 
many branches of astronomy. 

It is, of course, now generally understood that the senate 
of light is caused by waves or undulations which impinge 
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on the retina of the eye after having been transmitted through 
that medium which we call the ether. To the different colours 
correspond different wave<lengths — that is to say, different dis- 
tances between two successive wave& A beam of white light 
is formed by the union of innumerable different waves whose 
lengths have almost every possible value lying between certain 
limits. The wave-length of red light is such that there are 

33.000 waves in an inch, while that of violet light is but 
little more than half that of red light. The position of a 
line in the spectrum depends solely on the wave-length of 
the light to which it is due. Suppose that the source of 
light is approaching directly towards the observer ; obviously 
the waves follow each other more closely than if the source 
were at rest, and the number of undulations which his eye 
receives in a second must be proportionately increased. Thus 
the distance between two successive ether waves will be very 
slightly diminished. A well-known phenomenon of a simUar 
character is the change of pitch of the whistle of a locomotive 
engine as it rushes past This is particularly noticeable if the 
observer happens to be in a train which is moving rapidly 
in the opposite direction. In the case of sound, of course, 
the vibrations or waves take place in the air and not in the 
ether. But the eftect of motion to or from the observer is 
strictly analogous in the two cases. As, however, light -travels 

186.000 miles a second, the source of light will also have to 
travel with a very high velocity in order to produce even 
the smallest perceptible change in the position of a spectral 
line. 

We have already seen that enormously high velocities 
are by no means uncommon in some of these mighty dis- 
turbances on the sun; accordingly, when we examine the 
spectrum of a sun-spot, we often see that some of the lines 
are shifted a little towards one end of the spectrum and 
sometimeB towards the other, while in other cases the lines 
are seen to be distorted or twisted in the most fantastic 
manner, indicating very violent local commotions. If the 
spot happens to be near the centre of the sun’s disc, the 
gases must be shooting upwards or downwards to produce 
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tliese changes in the lines. The velocities indicated in 
observations of this class sometimes amount to as much as 
two or even three hundred mUes per second. We find it 
difficult to conceive the enormous internal pressures which 
are required to impel such mighty masses of gases aloft from 
the photosphere with speeds so terrific, or the conditions 
which bring about the downrush of such gigantic masses of 
vapour from above. In the spectra of the prominences on 
the sun’s limb also we often see the bright lines bent or 
shifted to one side. In such cases what we witness is 
evidently caused by movements along the. surface of the 
chromosphere, conveying materials towards us or away 
from us. 

An interesting application of this beautiful method of 
measuring the speed of moving bodies has been made in 
various attempts to determine the period of rotation of the 
sun spectroscopically. As the sun turns round on its axis, 
a point on the eastern limb is moving towards the observer 
and a point on the western limb is moving away from him. 
In each case the velocity is a little over a mile per second. 
At the eastern limb the lines in the solar spectrum are very 
slightly shifted towards the violet end of the spectrum, while 
the lines in the spectrum of the western limb are equally 
shifted towards the red end. By an ingenious optical con- 
trivance it is possible to place the spectra from the two limbs 
side by side, which doubles the apparent displacement, and 
thus makes it much more easy to measure. Even with this 
contrivance the visual quantities to be measured remain ex- 
ceedingly minute. All the parts of the instrument have to 
be most accurately adjusted, and the observations are corre- 
spondingly delicate. They have been attempted by various 
observers. Among the most successful investigations of this 
kind we may mention that of the Swedish astronomer, Dun^r, 
who, hy pointing his instrument to a number of places on 
the limb, found values in good agreement with the peculiar 
law of rotation which has been deduced from the motion of 
8un-sp(^ This result is specially interesting, as it shows 
that die atmospheric layers, in which that absorption takes 
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place trbioh produces the dark lines in the spectrum, shares 
in the motion of the photosphere at the same latitude. 

We have yet to mention one other striking phenomenon 
which is among the chief attractions to observers of total 
eclipses, and which it has hitherto not been found possible 



Hg. 20.— View of the Corona (and a Comet} in a Total Eclipse, 


to see in full daylight. This is the corona or aureole of light 
which is suddenly seen to surround the sun in an eclipse 
when the moon has completely covered the last remaining 
crescent of the sun. A general idea of the appearance of the 
corona is given in Fig. 20, and we further present in Plate Y. 
the drawing of the corona made by Professor Harkness from a 
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oarbuncles. This iimer portion is generally of fairly regular 
outline, forming a white ring about a tenth p^rt of the solar 
diameter in width. The outer parts of the oorcma are usually 
very irr^lar and very extensiva They are often interrupted 
by narrow “ rifts,” or narrow dark bands, which teach :^m 
the limb of the sim through the entire corona. On the other 
hand, there are also sometimes narrow bright streamers, in* 
clined at various angles to the limb of the sun and not 
seldom curved. In the eclipses of 1867, 1878, and 1889, aU 
of which occurred at periods of sun-spot minimum, the corona 
showed long and faint streamers nearly in the direction of 
the sun’s equator, and short but distinct brushes of light near 
the polea In the eclipses of 1870, 1882, and 1893, near sun- 
spot maxims, the corona was more regularly circular, and 
chiefly developed over the spot zones. We have here another 
proof (if one were necessary) of the intimate coimection 
between the periodicity of the spots and the development of 
all other solar phenomena. 

In the spectrum of the corona there is a mysterious line 
in the green, as to the origin of which nothing is at present 
certainly known. It is best seen during eclipses occurring 
near the time of sun-spot maximum. It is presented in the 
ordinary solar spectrum as a very thin, dark line, ^hich 
generally remains undisturbed even when lines of hydrogen 
and other substances are twisted and distorted by the violent 
rush of distimbed elements. The line is always present 
among the bright lines of the' chromosphere spectrum. In 
addition to it the corona shows a few other bright lines, belong- 
ing, no doubt, to the same unknown element (“ coronium ”), 
and. also a fiunt continuous spectrum, in which even a few 
of the more prominent dark lines of the solar spectrum have 
been sometimes detected. This shows that in addition to 
glowing gas (represented by the bright lines) the corona also 
contains a great deal of matter like dust, or fog, the minute 
particles of which are capable of reflecting the sunlight and 
thereby producing a feeble continuous spectrum. This matter 
seems to form the principal coiuitituent of the long coronal 
rays and streamers, as tlie latter are not visible in tn4 
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detached itoa^ of the corona which appear instead of the 
bright lines when the corona is viewed, or photographed, during 
an eclipse, in a spectroscope without a slit. If the loi^ rays 
wore composed of the gas or gases which constitute the inner 
corona, it is evident that they ought to appear in these detached 
images. As to the nature of the forces which are continually 
engaged in shooting out these enormously long streamers, we 
have at present but little information. It is, however, certain 
that the extensive atmospheric envelope round the sun, which 
shows itself as the inner corona, must be extremely attenuated. 
Comets have on several occasions been known to rush through 
this coronal atmosphere without evincing the slightest appre- 
ciable diminution in their speed from the resistance to which 
they were exposed. 

We have accumulated by observation a great number of 
facts concerning the sun, but when we try to draw from these 
facts conclusions as to the physical constitution of that great 
body, it cannot be denied that the difficulties seem to be 
very great indeed. We find that the best authorities differ con- 
siderably in the opinions they entertain as to its nature. We 
shall here set forth the principal conclusions as to which there 
is little or no controversy. 

We shall see in a following chapter that astronomers have 
been able to determine the relative densities of the bodies in 
the solar system ; in other words, they have found the relation 
between the quantities of matter contained in an equally 
large volume of each. It has thus been ascertained that the 
average density of the sun is about a quarter that of the 
earth. If we compare the weight of the sun with that of an 
equally great globe of water, we find that the luminary would 
be barely one and a half times as heavy as the water. Of 
course, the actual mass of the sun is very enormous; it is 
no less than 330,000 times as great as that of the earth. 
The solar material itself is, however, relatively light, so that 
the sun is four times as big as it would have to be if, while 
its weight remained the same, its density equalled that of the 
earth. Bearing in mind this lightness of the sun, and also 
the exceedingly high temperature which we know to prevail 
6 
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there, no other conclusion seems possible than that the body 
of the sun must be in a gaseous state. The conditions under 
which such gases exist in the sun are, no doubt, altc^ether 
different from those with which we are acquainted on the 
earth. At the surface of the sun the force of gravity is more 
than twenty-seven times as great as it is on the earth. A 
person who on the earth could just lift twenty-seven equal 
pieces of metal would, if he were transferred to the sun, only 
bo able to lift one of the pieces at a time. The pressure of 
the gases below the surface must therefore be very great, and 
it might be supposed that they would become liquefied in 
consequence. It was, however, discovered by Andrews that 
so long as a gas is kept at a temperature higher than a 
certain point, known as the “critical temperature” (which is 
different for different gases), the gas will not be turned 
into a liquid however great be the pressure to which it 
is submitted. The temperature on the sun cannot be lower 
than the critical temperatures of the gases there existing ; so 
it would seem that even the enormous pressure can hardly 
reduce the gases in the great luminary to the liquid 
form. 

Of the interior oi the sun we can, of course, expect to 
learn little or nothing. What we observe is the surface-layer, 
the so-called photosphere, in which the cold of space produces 
the condensation of the gases into those luminous clouds which 
we see in our drawings and photographs as “rice grains” or 
“willow leaves.” It has been suggested by Dr. Johnstone 
Stoney (and afterwards by Professor Hastings, of Baltimore) 
that these luminous clouds are mainly composed of carbon 
with those of the related elements silicon and boron, the 
boiling points of which are much higher than those of other 
elements which might be considered likely to form the photo- 
spheric clouds. The low atomic weight of carbon must also 
have the effect of giving the molecules of this element a very 
high velocity, and thereby enabling them to work their way 
into the upper regions, where the temperature has so fallen 
that the vapour becomes chilled into cloud. A necessary con- 
sequence of the rapid cooling of these clouds, and the conse* 
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qnent radiation of heat on a large scale, would be the formation 
of what we may perhaps describe as smoke, which settles by 
degrees through the intervals between the clouds (making 
these intervals appear darker) until it is again volatilised on 
reaching a level of greater heat below the clouds. This same 
smoke is probably the cause of the well-known fact that the 
solar limb is considerably fainter than the middle of the disc. 
This seems to arise from the greater absorption caused by the 
longer distance which a ray of light from a point near the limb 
has to travel through this layer of smoke Wore reaching the 
earth. It is shown that this absorption cannot be attributed 
to a gaseous atmosphere, since this would have the effect of 
producing more dark absorption lines in the spectrum. There 
would thus be a marked difference between the solar spectrum 
from a part near the middle of the disc and the spectrum 
from a part near the limb. This, however, we do not find 
to be the case. 

With regard to the nature of sun-spots, the idea first 
suggested by Secchi and Lockyer, that they indicate 
down rushes of cooler vapours into the photosphere (or to 
its surface), seems on the whole to accord best with the observed 
phenomena We have already mentioned that the spots are 
generally accompanied by faculsc and eruptive prominences 
in their immediate neighbourhood, but whether these erup- 
tions are caused by the downfall of the vapour which makes 
the photospheric matter "splash up" in the vicinity, or 
whether the eruptions come first, and by diminishing the 
upward pressure from below form a “ sink,” into which 
overlying cooler vapour descends, are problems as to which 
opinions are still much divided 

A remarkable appendage to the sun, which extends to a 
distance very much greater than that of the corona, produces 
the phenomenon of the zodiacal light A pearly glow is 
sometimes seen in the spring to spread over a part of the 
sky in the vicinity of the point where the sun has disappeared 
after sunset The same spectacle may also be witnessed before 
sunrise in the autumn, cmd it would seem as if the material 
producing the zodiacal light, whatever it may be, had a 
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lens-shaped form with the sun in the centre. The nature of 
this object is still a matter of uncertainty, but it is probably 
composed of a kind of dust, as the laint spectrum it atforck 
is of a continuous type. A view of the zodiacal light is shown 
in Fig. 22. 

In all directions the sun pours forth, with the most prodigal 
liberality, its torrents of light and of heat The earth can 
only grasp the merest fraction, less than the 2,000,000,000th 
part of the whole. Our fellow planets and the moon also 
intercept a trifle ; but how small is the portion of the mighty 
flood which they can utilise! The sip that a flying swallow 
takes from a river is as far from exhausting the water in the 
river as are the planets from using all the heat which 
streams from the sun. 

The sun’s gracious beams supply the magic power that 
enables the com to grow and ripea It is the heat of the 
sun which raises water from the ocean in the form of vapour, 
and then sends down that vapour as rain to refresh the earth 
and to fill the rivers which bear our ships down to the ocean. 
It is the heat of the sun beating on the large continents 
which gives rise to the breezes and winds that waft our 
vessels across the deep ; and when on a winter’s evening we 
draw around the fire and feel its invigorating rays, we are 
only enjoying sunbeams which shone on the earth countless 
{^es ago. The heat in those ancient sunbeams developed 
the mighty vegetation of the coal period, and in the form of 
coal that heat has slumbered for millions of years, till we now 
call it again into activity. It is the power of the sun stored 
up in coal that uiges on our steam-engmes. It is the light of 
the sun stored up in coal that beams from every gas-light 
in our cities. 

For the power to live and move, for the plenty with which 
we are surrounded, for the beauty with which nature is 
adorned, we are immediately indebted to one body in the 
countless hosts of space, and that body is the sun. 




Fig 22. -The Zo^acal Light 



70 


CHAPTER III 

THE MOON. 

The Moon and the Tides — ^The Use of the Moon in Navigation — The Changes of 
the Moon— The Moon and the Poets— Whence the Light of the Moon P— Sizes 
V>f the Earth and the Moon — Weight of the Moon — Changes in Ap|>arent Size 
—Variations in its Distanco — Influence of tlie Earth on the Moon — The Path 
ol the JMoon — ^Explanation of the Moon’s Phases— Lunar Eclipses— Eclipses 
ot ^llie "Sun, how produced — Visibility of the Moon in a Total Eclipse— How 
'Edfpses are Predicted— Uses of the Moon in finding Longitude— The Moon 
not connected with the Weather— Topography of the Moon— Nasmyth’s 
^)>iawing of Triesnecker — Volcanoes on the Moon — Normal Lunar^' Crater — 
^#lato— The Shadows of Lunar Mountains— The Micrometer — Lunar Heights 
{ —Former Activity on the Moon — Nasmyth’s View of the Formation of 
Craters — Gravitation on the Moon — Varied Sizes of tho Lunar Craters— Other 
Features of the Moon— Is there Life on the Moon P — ^Absence of Water and 
of Air — Hr. Stoney’s Theory — Explanation of the Rugged Character of Lunar 
Scenery— Possibility of Life on Distant Bodies in Space. 

If the moon were suddenly struck out of existence, we should 
be immediately apprised of the fact by a wail from every 
seaport in the kingdom. From London and from Hverpool 
we should hear the same story — the rise and fall of the tide 
had almost ceased. The ships in dock could not get out ; the 
ships outside could not get in; and the maritime commerce 
of the world would be t^own into dire confusion. 

The moon is the principal agent in causing the daily ebb 
and flow of the tide, and this is the most important work 
which our satelUte has to do. The fleets of fishing boats around 
the coasts time their daily movements by the tide, and are 
largely indebted to the moon for bringing them in and out 
of harbour. Experienced sailors assure us that the tides are 
of the utmost service to navigation. The question as to how 
the moon causes the tides is postponed to a future chapter, 
in which we shall also sketch the marvellous part which 
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the tides seem to have played in the early history of 
our eartL 

Who is there that has not watched, with admiration, the 
beautiful series of changes through which the moon passes 
every month ? Wo first seo her as an exquisite crescent of pale 
light in the western sky after sunset. If the night is fine, the 
rest of the moon is visible inside the crescent, being fiiintly 
illumined by light reflected from our OAvn earth. Night after 
night she moves further and further to the east, until she 
becomes full, and rises about the same time that the sun 
seta From the time of the full the disc of light begins to 
diminish until the last quarter is reached. Then it is that 
the moon is seen high in the heavens in the morning. As 
the days pass by, the crescent shape is again assumed. The 
crescent wanes thinner and thinner as the satellite draws closer 
to the sum Finally she becomes lost in the overpowering light 
of the sun, again to emeigo as the new moon, and again to 
go through the same cycle of changea 

The brilliance of the moon arises solely from the light of 
the sun, which falls on the not self-luminous substance of the 
mooa Out of the vast flood of light which the sun pours 
forth with such prodigality into space the dark body of the 
moon intercepts a little, and of that little it reflects a small 
fraction to illuminate the eartL The moon sheds so much 
light, and seems so bright, that it is often difficult at night 
to remember that the moon has no light except what falls 
on it from the sum Nevertheless, the actual surface of the 
brightest full moon is perhaps not much brighter than the 
streets of London on a clear sunshiny day. A very simple 
observation will suffice to show that the moon’s light is only 
sunlight Look some morning at the moon in daylight, and 
compare the moon with the clouds. The brightness of the 
moon and of the clouds are directly comparable, and then it 
can be readily comprehended how the sun which illuminates 
the clouds has also illumined the moon. An attempt has been 
made to form a comparative estimate of the brightness of the 
sun and the full mooa If 600,000 full moons were shining 
once, their collective brilliancy would equal that of the sua 
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The beautiful orescent moon has furnished a theme for 
many a poet. Indeed, if we may venture to say so, it would 
seem that some poets have forgotten that the moon is not 
to be seen every night. A poetical description of evening is 
almost certain to be associated with the appearance of the 
moon in some phase or other. We may cite one notable 
instance in which a poet, describing an historical event, has 
enshrined in exquisite verse a statement which cannot be 
correct Every child who speaks our language has been taught 
that the burial of Sir John Moore took place 

By the struggling moonbeams* misty light.** 

There is an appearance of detail in this statement which wears 
the garb of truth. We are not inclined to doubt that the 
night was misty, nor as to whether the moonbeams had to 
struggle into visibility; the question at issue is a much more 
fundamental one. We do not know who was the first to raise 
the point as to whether any moon shone on that memorable 
event at all or not; but the question having been raised, the 
Nautical Almanac immediately supplies an answer. From it 
we learn in language, whose truthfulness constitutes its only 
claim to be poetry, that the moon was new at one o’clock in 
the morning of the day of the battle of Corunna (16th January, 
1809). The ballad evidently implies that the funeral took place 
on the night following the battle. We are therefore assured 
that the moon can hardly have been a day old when the 
hero was consigned to his grave. But the moon in such a 
case is practically invisible, and yields no appreciable moon- 
beams at all, misty or otherwise. Indeed, if the funeral took 
place at the “ dead of night,” as the poet asserts, then the moon 
must have been far below the horizon at the time.* 

In alluding to this and similar instances, Mr. Nasmyth gives 
a word of advice to authors or to artists who desire to bring 
the moon on a scene without knowing as a matter of fact 

* Some Tingainly critic has observed that the poet himself seems to have felt 
a doubt on the matter, because he has supplemented the dubious moonbeams by 
the lantern dimly burning.*’ The more generous if somewhat sanguine remark 
has been also made, that ** the time will come when the evidence of this poem will 
prevail over any astronomical calculations ** 
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that our satellite was sictually present. He recommends them 
to follow the example of Bottom in A Midmmmer Night’s 
Dream, and consult “a calendar, a calendar! Look in the 
almanac; find out moonshine, find out moonshine!" 

Among the coimtless host of celestial bodies — the sun, the 
moon, the planets, and the stars — our satellite enjoys one 
special claim on our attentioa The moon is our nearest 



Fig. 23.— Compaxutive Sizes of the Earth and the Moon. 


permanent neighbour. It is just possible that a comet may 
occasionally approach the earth more closely than the moon, 
but with this exception the other celestial belies are generally 
hundreds or thousands, or even many millions, of times further 
from us than the moon. 

It is also to be observed that the moon is one of the 
smallest visible objects which the heavens contain. Every one 
of the thousands of stars that can be seen with the uhaided 
eye is enormously larger than our satellite. The brilliance 
and apparent vast proportions of the moon arise from the fact 
that it is only 239,000 miles away, which is a distance almost 
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immeasurably small when compared with the distances between 
the earth and the steuu 

Fig. 23 exhibits the relative sizes of the earth and its 
attendant The small globe shows the moon, while the larger 
globe represents the earth. When we measure the actual 
diameters of the two globes, we find that of the earth to be 
7,914 miles and of the moon 2,160 miles, so that the diameter 
of the earth is nearly four times greater than the diameter of 
the mooa If the earth were cut into fifty pieces, all equally 
large, then one of these pieces rolled into a globe would equd 
the size of the moon. Ilie superficial extent of the moon is 
equal to about one thirteenth part of the surface of the earth. 
The hemisphere our neighbour turns towards us exhibits an 
area equal to about one twenty-seventh part of the area of 
the earth. This, to speak approximately, is about double the 
actual extent of the continent of Europe. The average materials 
of the earth are, however, much heavier than those contained 
in the mooa It would take more than eighty globes, each 
as ponderous as the moon, to weigh down the earth. 

Amid the changes which the moon presents to us, one 
obvious fact stands prominently forth. Whether our satellite 
be new or full, at first quarter or at last, whether it be- high 
in the heavens or low near the horizon, whether it be in 
process of eclipse by the sun, or whether the sun himself is 
being eclipsed by the moon, the apparent size of the latter 
is nearly constant. We can express the matter numerically. 
A globe one foot in diameter, at a distance of 111>- feet from 
the observer, would under ordinary circumstaodees be just 
sufiScient to hide the disc of the moon ; occasionally, however, 
the globe would have to be brought in to a distance of only 
103 feet, or occasionally it might have to be moved out to 
so much as 118 feet, if the moon is to be exactly hidden. It 
is unusual for the moon to approach either of its extreme 
limits of position, so that the distance from the eye at which 
the globe must be situated so as to exactly cover the moon 
is usually more than 105 feet, and less than 117 feet. These 
fluctuations in the apparent size of our satellite are contained 
within such narrow limits that in the first glance at the 
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subject they may be overlooked. It will be easily seen that 
the apparent size of the moon must be connected with its 
real distance from the earth. Suppose, for the sake of illus- 
tration, that the moon were to recede into space, its size would 
seem to dwindle, and long ere it had reached the distance of 
even the very nearest of the other celestial bodies it would 
have shrunk into insignificance. On the other hand, if the 
moon were to come nearer to the earth, its apparent size 
would gradually increase until, when close to our globe, it 
would seem like a mighty continent stretching over the sky. 
We find that the apparent size of the moon is nearly con- 
stant, and hence we infer that the average distance of the same 
body is also nearly constant. The average value of that dis- 
tance is 239,000 miles. In rare circumstances it may approach 
to a distance but little more than 221,000 miles, or recede 
to a distance hardly less than 253,000 miles, but the ordinary 
fluctuations do not exceed more than about 13,000 miles on 
either side of its mean value. 

From the moon’s incessant changes we perceive that she 
is in constant motion, and wo now further see that whatever 
these movements may be, the earth and the moon must at 
present remain at 'nearly the same distance apart. If we 
further add that the path pursued by the moon around the 
heavens lies nearly in a plane, then we are forced to the con- 
clusion that our satellite must be revolving in a nearly circular 
path around the earth at the centre. It can, indeed, be shown 
that the constant distance of the two bodies involves as a 
necessary condition the revolution of the moon around the 
earth. The attraction between the moon and the earth tends 
to bring the two bodies together. The only way by which 
such a catastrophe can be permanently avoided is by making 
the satellite move as we actually find it to do. The attrac- 
tion between the earth and the moon still exists, but its 
effect is not then shown in bringing the moon in towards 
the earth. The attraction has now to exert its whole power 
in restraining the moon in its circular path; were the attrac- 
tion to cease, the moon would start off in a straight line, and 
recede never to return. 
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The fact of the moon’s revolution around the earth is 
easily demonstrated by observations of the stars. The rising 
and setting of our satellite is, of course, due to the rotation 
of the earth, and this apparent diurnal movement the moon 
possesses in common ■with the sun and ■with the stars. It 
will, however, be noticed that the moon is continually chang- 


Above the Plane 




ing its place among the stars. Even in the course of a 
single night the displacement will bo conspicuous to a 
careful observer ■without the aid of a telescope. The moon 
completes each revolution around the earth in a period of 
27'3 days. 


) » I ( 
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Fig. 25.— rhe Phases of the Moon. 


In Fig. 24 we have a view of the relative positions of the 
earth, the sun, and the moon, but it is to be observed that, 
for the convenience of illustration, we have been obliged to 
represent the orbit of the moon on a much larger scale than 
it ought to be in comparison with the distance of the sun. 
That half of the moon which is turned towards the sun is 
brilliantly illuminated, and, according as we see more or less 
of that brilliant half, we say that the moon is more or less 
full, the several “ phases ” being visible in the succession shown 
by the numbers in Fig. 25. A beginner sometimes finds con* 
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siderable difficulty in understanding how the light on the full 
moon at n^ht can have been derived from the sun. “ Is not,” 
he will say, “ the earth in the way ? and must it not intercept 
the sunlight from every object on the other side of the earth 
to the sun?” A study of Fig. 24 will explain the difficulty. 
The plane in which the moon revolves does not coincide with 
the plane in which the earth revolves around the sun. The 
line in which the plane of the earth’s motion is intersected 
by that of the moon divides the moon’s path into two semi- 
circles. We must imagine the moon’s path to be tilted a little, 
so that the upper semicircle is somewhat above the plane of 
the paper, and the other semicircle below. It thus follows 
that when the moon is in the position marked full, under 
the circumstances shown in the figure, the moon will be just 
above the line joining the earth and the sun; the sunlight 
will thus pass over the earth to the moon, and the moon 
will be illuminated. At new moon, the moon will be under 
the line joining the earth and the sun. 

As the relative positions of the earth and the sun are 
changing, it happens twice in each revolution that the sun 
comes into the position of the line of intersection of the two 
planes. If this occurs at the time of full moon, the earth 
lies directly between the moon and the sun ; the moon is thus 
plunged into the shadow of the earth, the light from the 
sun is intercepted, and we say that the moon is eclipsed. 
The moon sometimes only partially enters the earth’s shadow, 
in which case the eclipse is a partial one. When, on the other 
hand, the sun is situated on the line of intersection at the 
time of new moon, the moon lies directly between the earth 
and the sun, and the dark body of the moon will then cut 
off the sunlight from the earth, producing a solar eclipse. 
Usually only a part of the sun is thus obscured, forming the 
well-known partial eclipse ; if, however, the moon -pass centrally 
over the sun, then we must have one or other of two very 
remarkable kinds of eclipsa Sometimes the moon entirely 
blots out the sun, and thus is produced the sublime spectacle 
of a total eclipse, which tells us so much as to the nature of 
the sun, and to which we have already refenred in the last 
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chapter. Even when the moon is placed centrally over the 
sun, a thin rim of sunlight is occasionally seen roimd the 
margin of the moon. We then have what is known as an 



annular eclipsa 

It is remarkable that the moon is some- 



times able to hide the sun completely, 
while on other occasions it fails to do so. 
It happens that the average apparent 
size of the moon is nearly equal to the 
average apparent size of the sun, but, 
owing to the fluctuations in their distances, 
the actual apparent sizes of both bodies 
undergo certain changes. On certain oc- 
casions the apparent size of the moon 
is greater than that of the sun. In this 
case a central passage produces a total 
eclipse ; but it may also happen that 
the apparent size of the sun exceeds that 
of the moon, in which case a central 
passage can only produce an annular 


eclipse. 

1 1 There are hardly any more instructive 
celestial phenomena than the different 
•I I descriptions of eclipses. No elaborately 
S J fitted observatory is required to display the 


I g appearances, and the more striking features 

I I can be observed without a telescope. In an 
J ^ eclipse of the moon (Fig. 26) it is interest- 
's ing to note the moment when the black 
I shadow is first detected, to watch its 
^ gradual encroachment upon the bright sur- 
^ face of the moon, to follow it, in case 
^ the eclipse is total, until there is only a 

thin crescent of moonlight left, and to 


watch the final extinction of that cres- 


cent when the whole moon is plunged into the shadow. 
But now a spectacle of great interest and beauty is oft^ 
manifested; for though the moon is so hidden behind the 



THE MOOH. 


79 


earth that not a single direct ray of the sunlight could reach 
its surface, yet we often find that the moon remains visible, 
and, indeed, actually glows with a copper-coloured hue bright 
enough to permit several of the markings on the surface to 
be discerned. 

This illumination of the moon even in the depth of a 
total eclipse is due to the sunbeams which have just grazed 
the edge of the earth In doing so they have become 
bent by the refraction of the atmosphere, and have thus been 
turned inwards into the shadow. Such beams have passed 
through a prodigious thickness of the earth’s atmosphere, and 
in this long journey through hundreds of miles of air they have 
become tinged with a ruddy or copper-like hue. Nor is this 
property of our atmosphere* an unfamiliar one. The sun both 
at sunrise and at sunset glows with a light which is much 
more ruddy than the beams it dispenses at noonday. But at 
sunset or at sunrise the rays which reach our eyes have much 
more of our atmosphere to penetrate than they have at noon, 
and accordingly the atmosphere imparts to them that ruddy 
colour so characteristic and often so beautiful. If the spectrum 
of the sun when close to the horizon is examined it is seen 
to be hUed with numerous dark lines and bands situated 
chiefly towards the blue and violet end. These are caused 
by the increased absorption which the light suffers in the 
atmosphere, and give rise to the preponderating red light on 
the sun under such conditions. In the case of the eclipsed 
moon, the sunbeams have to take an atmospheric journey more 
than double as long as that at sunrise or sunset, and hence 
the ruddy glow of the eclipsed moon may be accounted for. 

The almanacs give the full particulars of each eclipse that 
happens in the corresponding year. These predictions are re- 
liable, because astronomers have been carefully observing the 
moon for ages, and have learned from these observations not 
only how the moon moves at present, but also how it will move 
for ages to come. The actual calculations are so complicated 
that we caimot here discuss them. There is, however, one 
leading principle about eclipses which is so simple that we 
must refc; to it. The eclipses occurring this year have no 
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very obvious relation to the eclipses that occurred last year, 
or to those that will occur next year. Yet, when we take a 
more extended view of the sequence of these phenomena, a 
very definite principle becomes manifest. If we observe all 
the eclipses in a period of eighteen years, or nineteen years, 
then we can predict, with at least an approximation to the 
truth, all the future eclipses for many years. It is only neces- 
sary to recollect that in 6,585i days after one eclipse a nearly 
similar eclipse follows. For instance, a beautiful eclipse of the 
moon occurred on the 5th of December, 1881. If we count 
back 6,585 days from that date, or, that is, eighteen years 
and eleven days, we come to November 24th, 1863, and a 
similar eclipse of the moon took place then. Again, there 
were four eclipses in the year 1881. If we add 6,585^ days to 
the date of each eclipse, it will give the dates of all the four 
eclipses in the year 1899. It was this rule which enabled the 
ancient astronomers to predict the recurrence of eclipses, at 
a time when the motions of the moon were not understood 
nearly so well as they no'w are. 

During a long voyage, and perhaps in critical circum- 
stances, the moon will often render invaluable information to 
the sailor. To navigate a ship, suppose from Liverpool to 
China, the captain must frequently determine the precise 
position which his ship then occupies. If he could not do 
this, he would never find his way across the trackless ocean. 
Observations of the sun give him his latitude and tell him 
his local time, but the captain further requires to know the 
Greenwich time before he can place his finger at a point of 
the chart and say, “ My ship is here.” To ascertain the 
Greenwich time the ship carries a chronometer which has 
been carefully rated before starting, and, as a precaution, two 
or three chronometers are usually provided to guard against 
the risk of error. An unknown error of a minute in the 
chronometer might perhaps lead the vessel fifteen miles from 
its proper course. 

It is important to have the means of testing the chrono- 
meters during the progress of the voyage; and it would be a 
great convffluence if every captain, when he wished, could 
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actually consult some in&llible standard of Greenwich time. 
We want, in fiict, a Greenwich clock which may be visible 
over the whole globe. There is such a clock; and, like any 
other clock, it has a &oe on which certain marks are made, 



Fig. 27.~Kejr to Chart of the Moon (Plato VI.). 


and a hand which travels round that face. The great clock 
at Westminster shrinks into insignificance when compared 
with the mighty clock which the captain uses for setting his 
chronometer. The. face of this stupendous dial is the fiice of 
the heavens. The numbers engraved on the fece of a 
dock are replaced by the twinkling stars; while the hand 
which moves over the dial is the beautiful moon herself 
6 I 
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When the captain desires to test his chronometer, ho 
measures the distance of the moon from a neighbouring star. 
In the Kautical Almanac he finds the Greenwich time at 
which the moon was three degrees from the star. Comparing 
this with the indications of the chronometer, he finds the 
required correctioa In recent years ships carry more chron- 
ometers, so the lunar method has fallen into disuse. 

There is one widely-credited myth about the moon which 
must be regarded as devoid of foundation. The idea that 
our satellite and the weather bear some relation has no 
doubt been entertained by high authority, and appears to be 
an article in the belief of many an excellent mariner. Careful 
comparison between the state of the weather and the phases 
of the moon has, however, quite discredited the notion that 
any connection of the kind docs really exist. 

Wo often notice large blank spaces on maps of Africa and 
of Australia which indicate our ignorance of parts of the 
interior of those great continents. Wo can find no such 
blank spaces in the map of the moon. Astronomers know 
the surface of the moon better than geographers know the 
interior of Africa. Every spot on the face of the moon which 
is as large as an English parish has been mapped, and aU 
the more important objects have been named. 

A general map of the moon is shown in Plate VI. It 
has been based upon drawings made with small telescopes, 
and it gives an entire view of that side of our satellite which 
is presented towards us. The moon is shown as it appears 
in an astronomical telescope, which inverts everything, so that 
the south is at the top and the north at the bottom (to 
diow objects upright a telescope requires an additional pair 
of lenses in the eyepiece, and as this diminishes the amount 
of light reaching the eye they are dispensed with in astro- 
nomical telescopes). We can see on the map some of the 
characteristic features of lunar scenery. Those dark regions 
so conspicuous in the ordinary full moon are easily recognised 
on the map. They were thought to be seas by astronomers 
before the days of telescopes, and indeed the name “Mare” 
is still retained, though it is obvious that they contain no 
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water at present. The map also shows certain ridges or 
elevated portions, and when we apply measurement to 
these objects we learn that they must be mighty mountain 
ranges. But the most striking features on the moon are 
those ring-like objects which are scattered over the surface 
in profusion. These are known as the lunar craters. 

To facilitate reference to the chief points of interest we 
have arranged an index map (Fig. 27) which will give a clue to 
the names of the several objects depicted upon the plate. The 
so-called seas arc represented by capital letters; so that A 
is the Mare Crisium, and H the Oceanus Procellarum. The 
ranges of mountains arc indicated by small letters; thus a 
on the index is the site of the so-called Caucasus mountains, 
and similarly the Apennines arc denoted by c. The numerous 
craters are distinguished by numbers ; for example, the 
feature on the map corresponding to 20 on the index is 
the crater desigmited Ptolemy. 


A. Mare Crialuin. 

B. „ Foocunditatis. 

0. „ Tranquillitatis. 

P. ft Seronitatis. 

E. ff Imbrium. 

F. Sinus Iridum. 

G. Mare Vaporum. 

H. Oceanus Procellarum. 

1. Marc Uuniorum. 

J. „ Nubium. 

K. „ Nectaris, 


а, Caucasus. 

б. Alps. 

c. Apeniiinos. 

d. Carpathians. 


/, Cordilleras & D’Alem- 
bert mountains. 
Hook mountains. 

4. Doerfol ,, 
i. Leibnitz ,, 


1. Posidonius. 

2. Linno. 

3. Aristotle. 

4. Great Valley of the 

Alps. 

5. Aristillus. 

6. Autolycus. 

7. Archimedes. 

8. Plato. 

9. Eratosthene". 


10. Copernicus. 

11. Kepler. 

12. Aristarchus. 

13. Grimaldi. 

14. Gassendi. 

16. Schickard. 
10. Wargentin. 

17. Clavius. 

18. Tycho. 

19. Alphonsus. 

20. Ptolemy. 

21. Catharina. 

22. Cyrillus. 

23. Theophilus. 

24. Petavius. 

25. Hyginus. 

26. Triesnecker. 


In every geographical atlas there is a map showing the 
two hemispheres of the earth, the eastern and the western. 
In the case of the moon we can only give a map of one 
hemisphere, for the simple reason that the moon always 
turns the same side towards us, and accordingly we never 
get a view of the other side. This is caused by the interesting 
circumstance that the moon takes exactly the same time to turn 
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once round its own axis as it takes to go once round the earth. 
The rotation is, however, performed with uniform speed, while 
the moon does not move in its orbit with a perfectly uniform 
velocity (see Chapter IV.). The consequence is that we 
now get a slight glimpse round the east limb, and now a 
similar glimpse round the west limb, as if the moon were 
shaking its head very gently at us. But it is only an in- 
significant margin of the far side of the moon which this 
libration permits us to examine. 

Lunar objects are well suited for observation when the 
sunlight falls upon them in such a manner as to exhibit 
strongly contrasted lights and shadows. It is impossible to 
observe the moon satisfactorily when it is full, for then no 
conspicuous shadows are cast. The most opportune moment 
for seeing any particular lunar object is when it lies just at 
the illuminated side of the boundary between light and 
shade, for then the features are brought out with exquisite 
distinctness. 

Plate VIL* gives an illustration of lunar scenery, 
the object represented beii^ known to astronomers by the 
name of Triesnecker. The district included is only a very 
small fraction of the entire sur&ce of the moon, ' yet the 
actual area is very considerable, embracing as it does many 
hundreds of square miles. We see in it various ranges of 
lunar mountains, while the central object in the picture is 
one of those remarkable lunar craters which we meet with 
so ii^ueutly in every lunar landscape. This crater is about 
twenty miles in diameter, and it has a lofty mountain in 
the centre, the peak of which is just illuminate by the risii^ 
sun in that phase of our satellite which is represented in 
the picture. 

* This Bketch has been copied by permission from the very beautiful view in 
Messrs, Nasmyth and Oaxpenter’s book, of which it forms Plate XI. So have also 
the other iUustrations of lunar scenery in Plates VIII,, *IX, The photographs 
were obtained by Mr. Nasmyth from models carefully constructed from his 
drawings to illustrate the features on the moon. During the last few years 
photography has completely superseded drawing by eye in the delineation of lunar 
objecta I^ng series of magnificent photographs of lunar soenexy have been pub* 
lished by the Paris and Lick Observatories. 
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A typical view of a lunar crater is shown in Plate YIII. 
This is, no doubt, a somewhat imaginary sketch. The point 
of view from which the artist is supposed to have taken the 
picture is one quite unattainable by terrestrial astronomers, 
yet there can be little doubt that it is a fair representation 
of objects on the moon. We should, however, recollect the 
scale on which it is drawn. The vast crater must be many 
miles across, and the mountain at its centre must be 
thousands of feet high. The telescope will,, even at its best, 
only show the moon as well as we could see it with the 
unaided eye if it were 250 miles away instead -of being 
239,000. Wo must not, therefore, expect to see any details 
on the moon even with the finest telescopes, unless they 
were coarse enough to be visible at a distance of 250 miles. 
England from such a point of view would only show London 
as a coloured spot, in contrast with the general surfitce of the 
country. 

We return, however, from a somewhat fancy sketch to a 
more prosaic examination of what the telescope does actually 
reveal Plate IX. represents the large crater Plato, so well 
known to everyone who uses a telescope The floor of this 
remarkable object is nearly flat, and the central mountain, so 
often seen in other craters, is entirely wanting. We describe it 
more fully in the general list of lunar objects. 

The mountain peaks on the moon throw long, well-defined 
shadows, characterised by a sharpness which we do not find 
in the shadows of terrestrial objects. The difierence between 
the two cases arises from the absence of air from the moon. 
Our atmosphere dififuses a certain amount of light, which 
mitigates the blackness of terrestrial shadows and tends to 
soften their outline. No such influences are at work on the 
moon, and the sharpness of the shadows is taken advantage 
of in our attempts to measure the heights of the lunar 
mountains. 

It is often easy to compute the altitude of a church steeple, 
a lofty chimney, or any similar object, from the length of its 
shadow. The simplest and the most accurate process is to 
measure at noon the number of feet from the base of the object 
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to tbe end of the shadonr. The elevation of the sun at noon on 
the day in question can be obtained from the almanac, and then 
the height of the object follows by a simple calculation. Indeed, 
if the observations can be made either on the 6th of April 
or the 6th of September, at or near the latitude of London, 
then calculations would be unneces.sary. The noonday length 
of the shadow on either of the dates named is equal to the 
altitude of the object. In summer the length of the noontide 
shadow is less than the altitude; in winter the length ot 
the shadow exceeds the altitude. At sunrise or sunset the 
shadows are, of course, much longer than at noon, and it is 
shadows of this kind that we observe on the moon. The 
necessary measurements are made by that indispensable adjunct 
to the equatorial telescope known as the micrometer. 

This word denotes an instrument for measuring email dis- 
tances. In one sense the term is not a happy one. The 
objects to which the astronomer applies the micrometer are 
usually anything but small. They are generally of the most 
transcendent dimensions, far exceeding the moon or the sun, 
or even our whole system. From another point of view, the 
name is not inappropriate, for, vast though the objects may 
be, they generally seem minute, even in the telescope, on 
account of their great distance. 

We require for such measurements an instrument capable 
of the greate.st nicety. Here, again, wo invoke the aid of the 
spider, to whose assistance in another department we have 
already referred. In the filar micrometer two spider lines are 
parallel, and one intersects them at right angles. One or both 
of the parallel lines can be moved by means of screws, the 
threads of which have been shaped by consummate workman- 
ship. The distance tlyough which the lino has been moved 
is accurately indicated by noting the number of revolutions 
and parts of a revolution of the screw. Suppose the two lines 
be first brought into coincidence, and then separated until the 
apparmt len^h of the shadow of the mountain on the moon 
is equal to the distance between the lines: wo then know the 
number of revolutions of the micrometer screw which is equi- 
valent to the length of the shadow. The number of miles on 
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the moon which correspond to one revolution ot the screw has 
been previously ascertained by other observations, and hence 
the length of the shadow can be determined. The elevation 
of the sun, as it would have appeared to an observer at this 
point of the moon, at the moment when the measures were 
being made, is also obtainable, and hence the actual elevation 
of the mountain can be calculated. By measurements ot^his 
kind the altitudes of other lunar objects, such, for example, 
the height of the rampart surrounding a circular-walled plane, 
can be determined 

The beauty and interest of the moon as a telescopic object 
induces us to give to the student a somewhat detailed account 
of the more remarkable features which it presents. Most of 
the objects we are to describe can be effectively exhibited with 
very moderate telescopic power. It is, however, to be remem- 
bered that all of them cannot be well seen at one time. The 
r^on most distinctly shown is the boundary between light 
and darkness. The student will, therefore, select for obser- 
vation such objects as may happen to lie near that boundary 
at the time when he is observing. 

1. Posidonius . — The diameter of this large crater is nearly 
60 miles. Although its surrounding wall is comparatively 
slender, it is so distinctly marked as to make the object very 
conspicuous. As so frequently happens in lunar volcanoes, the 
bottom of the crater is below the level of the surrounding 
plain, in the present instance to the extent of nearly 2,500 feet 

2. lAnnL — This small crater lies in the Mare Serenitatia 
About sixty years ago it was described as being about 
miles in diameter, and seems to have been sufficiently con- 
spicuous. In 1866 Schmidt, of Athens, announced that the 
crater had disappeared. Since then an exceedingly small 
shallow depression has been visible, but the whole object is 
now very inconsiderable. This seems to be the most clearly 
attested case of chaise in a limar object. Apparently the walls 
of the crater have tumbled into the interior and partly filled 
it up, but many astronomers doubt that a change has really 
taken place, as Schroter, a Hanoverian observer at the end 
of the eighteenth century, appears not to have seen any 
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conspicuous crater in the place, though it must be admitted 
that his observations are rather incomplete. To give some 
idea of Schmidt’s amazing industry in lunar researches, it may 
be mentioned that in six years he made nearly 57,000 individual 
settings of his micrometer in the measurement of lunar alti> 
tudes. His great chart of the mountains in the moon is based 
on no less them 2,731 drawings, but the splendid photographic 
charts of the moon issued by the Paris Observatory contain 
infinitely more detail than even the finest drawings. 

3. Aristotle . — This great philosopher’s name has been at- - 
tached to a grand crater 50 miles in diameter, the interior of 
which, although very hilly, shows no decidedly marked central 
cone. But the lofty wall of the crater, exceeding 10,500 feet 
in height, overshadows the floor so continuously that its 
features are never seen to advantage. 

4. The Great Valley of the Alps . — A wonderfully straight 
valley, with a width ranging from 3| to 6 miles, runs right 
through the lunar Alps. It is, according to Madler, at least 
11,500 feet deep, and over 80 miles in length. A few low 
ridges which are parallel to the sides of the valley may 
possibly be the result of landslipa 

5. AristiUus . — ^Under fovourable conditions Lord Rosse’s 
great telescope has shown the exterior of this magnificent crater 
to be scor^ with deep gullies radiating from its centra 
AristiUus is about 34 miles wide and 10,000 feet in depth. 

6. Autolycus is somewhat smaller than the foregoing, to 
which it forms a companion in accordance with what Madler 
thought a well-defined relation amongst lunar craters, by which 
they frequently occurred in pairs, with the smaUer one more 
usually to the soutL Towards the edge this arrangemmt is 
generaUy rather apparent than real, and is merely a result of 
foreshortening. 

7. Archimedes . — ^This large plain, about 50 miles in 
diameter, has its vast smooth interior divided by unequally 
bright streaks into seven distinct zones, running east and , 
west. There is no central mountain or other obvious in- 
tenud sign of former activity, but its irr^lar wall rises 
into abrupt towers, and is marked outside by decided tenaoea. 
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8. PUAo , — ^We hATe already referred to this exteosive 
droular plain, which is noticeable with the snudlest telescope. 
The average height of the rampart is about 3,800 feet on the 
eastern side; the western side is somewhat lower, but there 
is one peak rising to the height of nearly 7,300 feet The 
plain ghdled by this vast rampart is of ample proportions. 
It is a somewhat irr^lar circle, about 60 miles in diameter, 
and containing an area of 2,700 square miles. On its floor 
the shadows of the western wall are shown in Plate IX., as 
are also three of the small craters, of which a large number 
have been detected by persevering observers! The narrow 
sharp line leading from the crater to the left is one of those 
remarkable “clefts” which traverse the moon in so many 
directions. Another may be seen further to the left. Above 
Plato are several detached mountain, the loftiest of which 
is Pico, about 8,000 feet in height. Its long and pointed 
shadow would at first sight lead one to suppose that it 
must be very steep; but Schmidt, who specially studied the 
inclinations of the lunar slopes, is of opinion that it can- 
not be nearly so steep as many of the Swiss mountains 
that are frequently ascended. As many as thirty minute 
craters have been carefully observed on the floor of Plato, 
and variations have been thought by Mr. W. H. Pickering 
to be perceptible. 

9. Eratosthenes . — This profound crater, upwards of 37 
miles in diameter, lies at the end of the gigantic range of 
the Apennines. Not improbably, Eratosthenes once formed the 
volcanic vent for the stupendous forces that elevated the com- 
paratively craterless peaks of these great mountains. 

10. Copernicus . — Of all the lunar craters this is one of the 
grandest and best known The region to the west is dotted 
over with mnumerable minute craterlets. It has a central 
many-peaked mountain about 2,400 feet in height There is 
good reason to believe that the terracing shown in its interior 
is mainly due to the repeated alternate rise, partial congela- 
ticm, and subsequent retreat of a vast sea of lava. At full 
moon the crater of Copernicus is seen to be surrounded by 
radiating streaks. 
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11. Kepler . — Although the internal depth of this crater is 
scarcdy less than 10,000 feet, it has but a very low surround- 
ing wtdl, which is remarkable for being covered with the same 
glistening substance that also forms a system of bright rays 
not uidike those surrounding the last object. 

12. Arifftarchm is the most brilliant of the lunar craters, 
being specially vivid with a low power in a large telescope. 
So bright is it, indeed, that it has often boon seen on the 
dark side just after new moon, and has thus given rise to 
marvellous stories of active lunar volcanoes. To the south- 
east lies another smaller crater, Herodotus, north of which is 
a narrow, deep vaUey, nowhere more than 2^ miles broad, 
which makes a remarkable zigzag. It is one of the largest 
of the lunar “clefts.” 

13. Ghrimaldi calls for notice as the darkest object of its 
size in the moon. Under very exceptional circumstances it 
has been seen with the naked eye, and as its area has been 
estimated at nearly 14,000 square miles, it gives an idea of 
how little unaided vision can discern in the moon; it must, 
however, be added that we always see Grimaldi considerably 
foreshortened. 

14. The great crater Gassendi has been very frequently 
mapped on account of its elaborate system of “clefts." At 
its northern end it communicates with a smaller but much 
deeper crater, that is often filled with black shadow after the 
whole floor of Gassendi has been illuminated. 

16. Schickard is one of the largest walled plains on the- 
moon, about 134 miles in breadth. Within its vast expanse 
M&dler detected 23 minor craters. With regard to this object 
Chacomac pointed out that, owing to the curvature of the 
surface of the moon, a spectator at the centre of the floor 
“would think himself in a boundless desert,” because the 
surrounding wall, although in one place nearly 10,000 feet 
high, would lie entirely beneath his horizon. 

16. Close to the forgoing is Wargentin. There can be 
little doubt that this is really a huge crater almost filled with 
congealed lava, as there is scarcely any Ml towards the 
intenor. 
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17. CUiviua . — Near the 60th parallel of lunar south lati- 
tude lies this enormous enclosure, the area of which is not 
less than 16,500 square miles. Both in its interior and on its 
walls are many peaks and secondary craters. The telescopic 
view of a sunrise upon the surface of Clavius is truly said by 
MMdler to be indescribably ma^ihcent. One of the peaks 
rises to a height of 24,000 feet above the bottom of one of the 
included craters. Madler even expressed the opinion that in 
this wild neighbourhood there are craters so profound that 
no ray of sunlight ever penetrated their lowest depths, while, 
as if in compensation, there are peaks whose summits enjoy a 
mean day almost twice as long as their night. 

18. If the full moon be viewed through an opera-glass or 
any small hand-telescope, one crater is immediately seen to 
be conspicuous beyond all others, by reason of the brilliant 
rays or streaks that radiate from it. This is the majestic 
Tycho, 17,000 feet in depth and 50 miles in diameter (Plate X.). 
A peak 6,000 feet in height rises in the centre of its floor, 
while a series of terraces diversify its interior slopes; but it 
is the my.storious bright rays that chiefly surprise us.. When 
the sun rises on Tycho, these streaks are utterly invisible; 
indeed, the whole object is then so obscure that it requires a 
practised eye to recognise Tycho amidst its mountainous 
.surroundings. But as soon as the sun has attained a height 
of about 30” above its horizon, the rays emerge from their 
obscurity and gradually increase in brightness until the 
moon becomes full, when they are the most conspicuous 
objects on her surface. They vary in length, from a few 
hundred miles to two or, in one instance, nearly three thousand 
miles. They extend indifferently across vast plains, into the 
deepest craters, or over the loftiest elevations. We know of 
nothii^ on our earth to which they can be compared. As 
those rays are only seen about the time of full moon, their 
visibility obviously depends on the light falling more or less 
closely in the line of sight, quite regardless of the inclina- 
tion of the surfeces, mountains or valleys, on which they 
appear. Each small portion of the surfece of the streak must 
therefore be of a form which is symmetrical to the spectator 
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from whatever point it is seea The sphere alone appears to 
fulfil this condition, and Professor Copeland therefore suggests 
that the material constituting the surfiice of the streak must 
be made up of a large number of more or less completely 
spherical globules. The streaks must represent parts of the 
lunar sur&ce either pitted with minute cavities of spherical 
figure, or strewn ov^ with minute transparent spheres.’’*' 

Near the centre of the moon’s disc is a fine range of 
ring plains fully open to our view under all illuminations. Of 
these, two may be mentioned — Alphonma (1 9), the floor of which 
is strangely characterised by two bright and several dark 
markings which cannot be explained by irregularities in the 
surfoce . — Ptolemy (20). Besides several small enclosed craters, 
its floor is crossed by numerous low ridges, ■visible when the 
sun is rising or setting. 

21, 22, 23. — When the moon is five or six da 3 rs old this 
beautiful group of three craters will be fevourably placed for 
observatioa They are named CcUharina, Cyrillua, and Theo- 
phUus. Catharina, the most southerly of the group, is more 
than 16,000 feet deep, and connected with Cyrillus by a wide 
valley; but between Cyrillus and Theophilus there is.no such 
connection. Indeed, Cjrrillus looks as if its huge surrounding 
ramparts, as high as Mont Blanc, had been completely finished 
before the volcanic forces commenced the formation of Theo- 
philus, the rampart of which encroaches considerably on its 
older neighbour. Theophilus stands as a well-defined circular 
crater about 64 miles in diameter, with an internal depth of 
14,000 to 18,000 feet, and a beautiful central group of moun- 
tains, one-third of that height, on its floor. Although Theophilus 
is the deepest crater we can see in the moon, it has suffered 
little or no deformation from secondary eruptions, while the 
floor and wall of Catharina show complete sequences of lesser 
craters of various sizes that have broken in upon and partly 
destroyed each other. In the spring of the year, when the 

* At the British Association’s meeting at Cardiit in 1892, Prol Copeland 
exhibited a model of the moon, on which the appearance of the streaks near full 
moon was perfectly shown by means of small spheres of transparent glass attached 
to the snrlaoe* 
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moon is somewhat before the first quarter, this instructive 
group of extinct volcanoes can be seen to great advantage at 
a convenient hour in the evening. 

24. Petavim is remarkable not only for its great size, but 
also for the rare feature of having a double rampart. It is a 
beautiful object soon after new moon, or just after full moon, 
but disappears absolutely when the sun is more than 45° 
above its horizon. The crater floor is remarkably convex, 
culminating in a central group of hilk intersected by a deep 
cleft. 

25. Hyginua is a small crater near the centre of the moonk 
disc. One of the largest of the lunar chasms passes right 
through it, making an abrupt turn as it does so. 

26. Trieimecicer . — ^This fine crater has been already de- 
scribed, but is again alluded to in order to draw attention to 
the elaborate system of chasms so conspicuously shown in 
Plate VII. That these chasms are depressions is abundantly 
evident by the shadows inside. Very often their margins are 
appreciably raised. They seem to be fractures in the moon’s 
surfiuse. 

Of the various mountains that are occasionally seen as 
projections on the actual edge of the moon, those called after 
Leibnitz (i) seem to bo the highest. Schmidt found the 
highest peak to be upwards of 41,900 feet above a neighbouring 
valley. In comparing these altitudes with those of mountains 
on our earth, we must for the latter add the depth of the 
sea to the height of the land. Reckoned in this way, our 
highest mountains are still higher than any we know of in 
the moon. 

We must now discuss the important question as to the 
orig^ of these remarkable features on the sur&ce of the 
moon We shall admit at the outset that our evidence on 
this subject is only indirect. To establish by unimpeachable 
evidence the volcanic origin of the remarkable lunar craters, 
it would seem almost necessary that volcanic outbursts should 
have been witnessed on the moon, and that such outbursts 
should have ]^n seen to result in the formation of the well- 
known rin g , with or without the moimtain rising fix)m the 
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centre. To say that nothing of the kind has ever been wit- 
nessed would be rather too emphatic a statement. On certain 
occasions careful observers have reported the occurrence of 
minute local changes on the mooa As we have already 
remarked, a crater named Linn4, of dimensions respectable, 
no doubt, to a lunar inhabitant, but forming a very incon- 
siderable telescopic object, was thought to have undergone 
some change. On another occasion a minute crater was 
thought to have arisen near tho well-known object named 
Hyginus. The mere enumeration of such instances gives 
real emphasis to the statement that there is at tho present 
time no appreciable source of disturbance of the moon’s 
surface. Even were these trifling cases of suspected change 
really established — and this is perhaps rather farther than 
many astronomers would bo willing to go — they are still 
insignificant when compared with the mighty phenomena that 
gave rise to the host of great craters which cover so large a 
portion of tho moon’s surface. 

Wo are led inevitably to tho conclusion that our satellite 
must have once possessed much greater activity than it now 
displays. We can also give a reasonable, or, at all events, a 
plausible, explanation of the cessation of that activity in 
recent times. Let us glance at two other bodies of our 
system, the earth and the sun, and compare them with tho 
moon. Of the three bodies, the sun is enormously the largest, 
while the moon is much less than the earth. We have 
also seen that though the sun must have a very high tem- 
perature, there can bo no doubt that it is gradually parting 
with its heat. The surface of the earth, formed as it is of 
solid rocks and clay, or covered in great part by tho vast 
expanse of ocean, b^rs but few obvious traces of a high tem- 
perature. ■ Nevertheless, it is highly probable from ordinary 
volcanic phenomena that the interior of the earth still 
possesses a temperature of incandescence. 

A large body when heated takes a longer time to cool 
than does a small body raised to the same temperatura A 
huge iron casting will take days to cool ; a small ca.«ting will 
berome cold in a few hours. Whatever may have been the 
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original source of heat in our system — a question which we are 
not now discussing — it seems demonstrable that the different 
bodies were all originally heated, and have now for ages been 
gradually cooling. The sun is so vast that he has not yet 
had time to cool ; the earth, of intermediate bulk, Ixas 
become cold on the outside, while still retaining vast stores 
of . internal heat ; while the moon, the smallest body of all, 
has lost its heat to such an extent that changes of im- 
portance on its surface can no longer be originated by 
internal fires. 

We are thus led to refer the origin of the lunar craters 
to some ancient epoch in the moon’s history. We have 
no moans of knowing the remoteness of that epoch, but 
it is reasonable to surmise that the antiquity of the 
lunar volcanoes must bo extremely great. At the time 
when the moon was sufficiently heated to originate those 
convulsions, of which the mighty craters are the survivals, 
the earth must also have been much hotter than it is at 
present. When the moon possessed sufficient heat for its 
volcanoes to bo active, the earth was probably so hot that life 
was impossible on its surface. This supposition would point 
to an antiquity for the huiar craters far too great to be 
estimated by the centuries and the thousands of years which 
are adequate for such periods as those with which the his- 
tory of human events is concerned. It seems not unlikely 
that millions of years may have elapsed since the mighty 
craters of Plato or of Copernicus consolidated into their 
present fornL 

We shall now attempt to account for the formation of the 
lunar craters. The most probable views on the subject seem 
to be those which have been sot forth by Mr. Nasmyth, 
though it must be admitted that his doctrines are by no 
means free from difficulty. According to his theory we can 
explain how the rampart around the lunar crater has been 
formed, and how the great mountain arose which so often 
adorns the centre of the plain. The view in Fig. 28 con- 
tains an imaginary sketch of a volcanic vent on the moon 
in the days when the craters were active. The eruption is 
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here shown in the fulness of its energy, when the internal 
forces are hurling forth ashes or stones which fall at a 
considerable distance from the vent. The materials thus 
accumulated constitute the rampart surrounding the crater. 

The second picture (Fig. 29) depicts the crater in a later 
stage of its history. The prodigious explosive power has now 
been exhausted, and has perhaps been intermitted for some time. 
Ag^, the volcano bursts into activity, but this time with 
only a small part of its original energy. A comparatively 
feeble eruption now issues from the same vent, deposits 
materials close around the orifice, and raises a mountain in 
the centra Finally, when the activity has subsided, and the 
volcano is silent and still, we find the evidence of the early 
energy testified to by the rampart which surrounds the 
ancient crater, and by the mountain which adorns the 
interior. The flat floor which is found in some of the craters 
may not improbably have arisen from an outflow of lava 
which has afterwards consolidated. Subsequent outbreaks 
have also occurred in many cases. 

One of the principal (hfficulties attending this method of 
accounting for the structure of a crater arises from 'the great 
size which some of these objects attaiiL There are ancient 
volcanoes on the moon forty or fifty miles in diameter; 
mdeed, there is one well-formed ring, with a mountain 
rising in the centre, the diameter of which is no less than 
seventy-eight miles (Petavius). It seems difficult to con- 
ceive how a blowing cone at the centre could convey the 
materials to such a distance as the thirty-nine miles between 
the centre of Petavius and the rampart. The explanation is, 
however, facilitated when it is borne in mind that the force 
of gravitation is much less on the moon than on the earth. 

Have we not already seen that our satellite is so much 
smaller than the earth that eighty moons rolled into one 
would not weigh as much as the earth? On the earth an 
otmce wrighs an ounce and a pound weighs a pound; but 
a wdght of six oimces here would only weigh one ounce on 
the moon, and a wright of six. pounds here would only 
weigh (me pound on the mooa A labourer who can cany 
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one sack of com on the earth could, with the same exertion, 
cany six sacks of com on the moon. A cricketer who can 
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after the other before the first reached the ground; on the 
moon he might have emptied his whole quiver. The volcano, 
which on the moon drove projectiles to the distance of thirty- 
nine miles, need only possess the same explosive power as 
would have been sufficient to drive the missiles six or seven 
miles on the earth. A modem cannon properly elevated 
would easily achieve this feat. 

It mu.st also be borne in mind that there are innumerable 
craters on the moon of the same general type but of the 
most varied dimensions; from a tiny telesmpic object two or 
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three miles in diameter, we can point out gradually ascending 
stages until we reach the mighty Petavius just considered. 
With regard to the smaller craters, there is obviously little 
or no difficulty in attribtiting to them a volcanic origin, and 
as the continuity from the smallest to the largest craters is 
unbroken, it seems quite reasonable to suppose that oven the 
greatest has arisen in the same way. 

It should, however, be remarked that some lunar features 
might be explained by actions from without rather than from 
within. Mr. G. K. Gilbert has marshalled the evidence in 
support of the belief that lunar sculptures arise from the 
impact of bodies hilling on tho moon The Mare Imbrium, 
according to this view, has been the seat of a collision to 
which the surrounding lunar sceneiy is due. Mr. Gilbert 
explains the furrows as hewn out by mighty projectiles 
moving with such velocities as meteors possess. 

The lunar landscapes 'are excessively wdrd and rugged 
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They always remind us of sterile deserts, and wo cannot fail 
to notice the absence of grassy plains or green forests such as 
we are familiar with on our globe. In some respects the 
moon is not very difterently circumstanced from the earth, 
like it, the moon has the pleasing alternations of day and 
night, though the day in the moon is as long as twenty-nine 
of oiu: days, and the night of the moon is as loi^ as twenty- 
nine of our nights. We are warmed by the rays of the sun; 
so, too, is the moon; but, whatever may be the temperature 
during the long day on the moon, it seems certain that the 
cold of the lunar night would transcend that known in the 
bleakest regions of our earth. The amount of heat radiated 
to us by the moon has been investigated by Lord Rosse, and 
more recently by Professor Langley. Though every point on 
the moon’s surfoce is exposed to the sunlight for a fortnight 
without any interruption, the actual temperature to which the 
soil is raised cannot be a high one. The moon does not, like the 
earth, possess a warm blanket, in the shape of an atmosphere, 
which can keep in and accumulate the heat received. 

Even our largest telescopes can tell nothing directly as to 
whether life can exist on the moon. The mammoth trees of 
California might be growing on the lunar mountains, and 
elephants might be walking about on the plains, but our 
telescopes could not show them. The smallest object that 
we can see on the moon must bo about as large as a good- 
sized cathedral, so that organised beings resembling in size any 
that we are familiar with, if they existed, coidd not make 
themselves visible as telescopic objects. 

We are therefore compelled to resort to indirect evidence 
as to whether life would be possible on the moon. We may 
say at once that astronomers believe that life, as we know it, 
could not exist. Among the necessary conditions of life, water 
is one of the first. Take every form of vegetable life, from 
the lichen which grows on the rock to the giant tree of the 
forest, and we find the substance of every plant contains water, 
and could not exist without it Nor is water less necessary 
to the existence of animal life. Deprived of this element 
all organic life, the life of man himself would be inconceivable^ 
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Unless, therefore, water be present in the moon, we shall 
be bound to conclude that life, as we know it, is impossible 
If anyone stationed on the moon were to look at the earth 
through a telescope, would he be able to see any water 
here ? Most imdoubtedly he would. He would see the clouds 
and he would notice their incessant changes, and the clouds 
alone would be almost conclusive evidence of the existence 
of water. An astronomer on the moon would also see our 
oceans as coloured surfaces, remarkably contrasted with the 
land, and he would perhaps frequently see an image of the 
sun, like a brilliant star, reflected from some smooth portion 
of the sea. In fact, considering that much more than half 
of our globe is covered with oceans, and that most of the 
remainder is liable to be obscured by clouds, the lunar 
astronomer in looking at our earth would often see hardly 
anything but water in one form or other. Very likely he would 
come to the conclusion that our globe was fitted to be a resi- 
dence for only amphibious animak 

But when we look at the moon with our telescopes we see 
no direct evidence of water. Close inspection shows that the 
so-called lunar seas are deserts, often marked with small 
craters and rocks. The telescope reveals no seas and no 
oceans, no lakes and no rivers. Nor is the grandeur of the 
moon’s scenery ever impjiired by clouds over her surfiice. 
Whenever the moon is above our horizon, and terrestrial clouds 
are out of the way, we can see the features of our satellite’s 
surfiice with distinctness. There are no clouds in the moon; 
there are not even the mists or the vapours which invariably 
arise wherever water is present, and therefore astronomers have 
been led to the conclusion that the surface of the globe which 
attends the earth is a sterile and a waterless desert 

Another essential element of oiganic life is also absent from 
the moon. Our globe is surrounded with a deep clothing of 
air resting on the surface, and extending above our heads to 
the height of about 200 or 800 miles. We need hardly say 
how necessary air is to life, and therefore we turn with interest 
to the question as to whether the moon can be surrounded 
with an atmosphere. Let us clearly understand the problem 
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we are about to consider. Imagine that a taraveUer started 
from the earth on a journey to the moon; as he proceeded, 
the air would gradually become more and more rarefied, imtil 
at length, when he was a few hundred miles above the earth’s 
Bur&ce, he would have left the last perceptible traces of the 
earth’s envelope behind him. By the time he had passed 
completely through the atmosphere he would have advanced 
only a veiy small fraction of the whole journey of 239,000 
miles, and there would still remain a vast void to be traversed 
before the moon would be reached. If the moon were enveloped 
in the same way as the earth, then, as the traveller approached 
the end of his journey, and came within a few hundred miles 
of the moon’s surface, he would meet again with traces of an 
atmosphere, which would gradually increase in density until 
he arrived at the moon’s surface. The traveller would thus 
have passed through one stratum of air at the beginning of 
his journey, and through another at the end, while the main 
portion of the voyage would have been through space more 
void than that to be found in the exhausted receiver of an 
air-pump. 

Such would be the case if the moon were coated with an 
atmosphere like tliat surrounding our earth. But what are 
the facts ? The traveller as he drew near the moon would 
seek in vain for air to breathe at all resembling ours. It is 
possible that close to the sur&ce there are faint traces of 
some gaseous material surrounding the moon, but it can only 
be equal to a veiy small fractional part of the ample clothing 
which the earth now enjoys. For ^ purposes of respiration, 
as we understand the term, we may say that there is no air 
on the moon, and an inhabitant of our earth transferred 
thereto would be as certainly .suffocated as he would be in 
the middle of space. 

It may, however, be asked how we learn thia Is not air 
transparent, and how, therefore, could our telescopes be expected 
to show whether the moon really possessed such an envelope ? 
It is by indirect, but thoroughly reliable, methods of observa- 
tion that we learn the destitute condition of our satellite. 
There are various arguments to be adduced; but the most 
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conclusive is that obtained on the occurrence of what is called 
an “ ocoultation.” It sometimes happens that the moon comes 
directly between the earth and a star, and the temporary 
extinction of the latter is an “ occultatioiL” We can observe 
the moment when the phenomenon takes place, and the 
suddenness of the disappearance of the star is generally re* 
marked. If the moon were enveloped in a copious atmosphere, 
the interposition of this gaseous mass by the movement of 
the moon would produce a gradual evanescence of the star 
wholly wanting the abruptness which marks the obscmation.* 

Let us consider how we can account for the absence of 
an atmosphere from the mooa What we call a gas has been 
found by modem research to be a collection of an immense 
number of molecules, each of which is in exceedingly rapid 
motion. This motion is only pursued for a short distance in 
one direction before a molecule conies into collision with some 
other molecule, whereby the directions and velocities of the 
individual molecules arc continually changed. There is a 
certain average speed for each gas which is peculiar to the 
molecules of that gas at a certain temperature When several 
gases are mixed, as oxygen and nitrogen are in our atmo- 
sphere, the molecules of each gas continue to move with their 
own characteristic velocities. So for as we can estimate the 
temperature at the boundary of the earth’s atmosphere, we may 
assume that the average of the velocities of the oxygen mole- 
cules there found is about a quarter of a mile per second. The 
velocities for nitrogen are much the same, while the average 
speed of a molecule of hydrogen is about one mile per second, 
being, in fact, by far the greatest molecular velocity possessed 
by any gas. 

A stone thrown into the air soon r^ains the earth. A 
rifle bullet fired vertically upwards will ascend higher and 
higher, until at length its motion ceases, it begins to return, 
and foils to the ground. Let us for the moment suppose that 

* The dntaiion of an oocultation, or, in other words, the length of time 
during which the moon hides the star, would be slightly shorter than the computed 
time, if the moon had an atmosphere capable of sensibly refracting the light from 
the fltar. But, so far, our obsi^ations do not indicate this with certainty. 
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W6 had a rifle of mfinite strength and gunpowder ot unlimited 
power. As we increase the charge we find that the bullet 
will ascend higher and higher, and each time it will take a 
longer period before it returns to the ground. The descent 
of the bullet is due to the attraction of the earth. Gravi- 
tation must necessarily act on the projectile throughout its 
career, and it gradually lessens the velocity, overcomes the 
upward motion, and brings the bullet back. It must be 
remembered that the efficiency of the attraction decreases 
when the height is increased. Consequently when the body 
has a prodigiously great initial velocity, in consequence of 
which it ascends to an enormous height, its return is retarded 
by a twofold cause. In the first place, the distance through 
which it has to be recalled is greatly increased, and in the 
second place the efficiency of gravitation in eflecting its recall 
has decreased. The greater the velocity, the feebler must be 
the capacity of gravitation for bringing back the body. We 
can conceive the speed to be increased to that point at which 
the gravitation, constantly declining as the body ascends, is 
never quite able to neutralise the velocity, and hence we have 
the remarkable case of a body projected away never to return. 

It is possible to exhibit this reasoning in a numerical 
form, and to show that a velocity of about seven miles a second 
directed upwards would suffice to convey a body entirely away 
from the gravitation of the earth. This speed is fiir beyond 
the utmost limits of our artillery. It is, indeed, at least a 
dozen times as swift as a cannon shot; and even if we could 
produce it, the resistance of the air would present an insuper- 
able difficulty. Such reflections, however, do not affect the 
conclusion that there is for each planet a certain specific 
velocity appropriate to that body, and depending solely upon 
its .size and mass, with which we should have to discharge a 
projectile, in order to prevent the attraction of that body from 
pulling the projectile teck again. 

It is a simple matter of calculation to determine this 
"critical velocity” for any celestial body. The greater the 
body the greater in general must be the initial speed which 
would enable the projectile to escape from the globe from 
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which it has been dischaiged. As we have already indicated, 
this speed is about seven miles per second on the earth. It 
would be three on the planet Mercury, three and a half on 
Mars, twenty-two on Saturn, and thirty-seven on Jupiter; 
while for a missile to depart from the sun without prospect 
of return, it must leave the brilliant surface at a speed not 
less than 391 miles per second. 

Supposing that a quantity of free hydrogen was present 
in our atmosphere, its molecules would move with an average 
velocity of about one mile per second. It would occasionally 
happen by a combination of circumstances that a molecule 
would attain a speed which exceeded seven miles a second. 
If this happened on the confines of the atmosphere where 
it escaped collision with other molecules, the latter object 
would fly oflf into space, and would not be recaptured by the 
earth. By incessant repetitions of this process, in the course 
of countless ages, all the molecules of hydrogen gas would 
escape from the earth, and in this manner we may explain 
the fact that there is no free hydrogen present in the earth’s 
atmosphere.* 

The velocities which con be attained by the molecules of 
gases other than hydrogen are far too small to permit of their 
escape from the attraction of the eartL We therefore find 
oxygen, nitrogen, water vapour, and carbon dioxide remaining 
as permanent components of our air. On the other hand, the 
enonnous mass of the sun makes the “ critical velocity ” at 
the surface of that body to be so great (391 miles per second) 
that not even the molecules of hydrogen can possibly emulate 
it Consequently, as we have seen, hydrogen is a most im- 
portant component of the sun’s atmospheric envelope. 

If we now apply this reasoning to the moon, the critical 
velocity is found by calculation to be only a mile and a half 
per second. This seems to be well within the maximum 
velocities attainable by the molecules of oxygen, nitregen, and 
other gasea It therefore follows that none of these gases 

* I owe my knowledge of this subject to Dr. G. Johnstone Stoney, F.B*S. 
There has been some controversy as to who originated the ingenious and instruo* 
tive doctrine here sketched. 



THE MOON. 


lOS 

could remain permanently to form an atmosphere at the surface 
of so small a body as the moon. This seems to be the reason 
why there are no present traces of any distinct gaseous sur- 
roundings to our satellite. 

The absence of air and of water from the moon explains 
the sublime ruggedness of the lunar scenery. We know that 
on the earth the action of wind and of rain, of frost and of 
snow, is constantly tending to wear down our mountains and 
reduce their asperities. No such agents are at work on the 
moon. Volcanoes sculptured the surface into its present 
condition, and, though they have ceased to operate for ages, 
the traces of their handiwork seem nearly as fresh to-day as 
they were when the mighty fires were extinguished. 

“ The cloud-capped towers, the goigeous palaces, the solemn 
temples” have but a brief career on earth. It is chiefly the 
incessant action of water and of air that makes them vanish 
like the “ l)a.soless fabric of a vision.” On the moon these 
causes of disintegration and of decay are all absent, though 
perhaps the changes of temperature in the transition from 
lunar day to lunar night would bo attended with expansions 
and contractions that might compensate in some slight degree 
for the absence of more potent agents of dissolution. 

It seems probable that a building on the moon would remain 
for century after century just as it was left by the builders. 
There need be no glass in the windows, for there is no wind and 
no rain to keep out There need not be fireplaces in the rooms, 
for fuel cannot bum without air. Dwellers in a lunar city would 
find that no dust could rise, no odours be perceived, no sounds 
be heard. 

Man is a creature adapted for life under circumstances which 
are very narrowly limited. A few degrees of temperature more 
or less, a slight variation in the composition of air, the precise 
suitability of food, make all the difference between health and 
sickness, between life and death. Looking beyond the moon, 
into the length and breadth of the universe, we find countless 
celestial globes with every conceivable variety of temperature 
and of constitution. Amid this vast number of worlds with 
which space is tenanted, are there any inhabited by living 
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beings? To this great question science can make no response: 
we cannot telL Yet it is impossible to resist a conjecture. We 
find our earth teeming with life in every part. We find life 
under the most varied conditions that can be conceived. It 
is met with under the burning heat of the tropics and in the 
everlasting frost at the poles. We find life in caves where 
not a ray of light ever penetratea Nor is it wanting in the 
depths of the ocean, at the pressure of tons on the square inch. 
Whatever may be the external circumstances, Nature generally 
provides some form of life to which those circumstances are 
congenial. 

It is not at all probable that among the million spheres of 
the universe there is a single one exactly like our earth — ^like 
it in the possession of air and of water, like it in size and in 
compositioa It does not seem probable that a man could 
live for one hour on any body in the universe except the 
earth, or that an oak-tree could live in any other sphere for 
a single season. Men can dwell on the earth, and oak-trees 
can thrive therein, because the constitutions of the man and 
of the oak are specially adapted to the particular circum- 
stances of the earth. 

Could we obtain a closer view of some of the celestial bodies, 
we should probably find that they, too, teem with life, but with 
life specially adapted to the environment — life in forms strange 
and weird ; life far stranger to us than Columbus found it to be 
in the New World when he first landed there. life, it may be, 
stranger than ever Dante described or Dor4 sketched. Intelli- 
gence may also have a home among those spheres no less than 
on the earth. There are globes greater and globes less — atmo- 
spheres greater and atmospheres less. The truest philosophy 
on this subject is ciystallis^ in the language of Tennyson:— 

** This truth within thy mind rehearse, 

That in a boundless universe 
Is boundless better, boundless worse. 

^ Think you this mould of hopes and fears 
Could find no statelier than his peers 
In yonder hundred million spheres If ” 
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Exceptionttl Importance of the Sun and Moon — The Coarse to he pursued-^The 
Order of Distance — The Neighbouring Orbs — How are they to be discrimi* 
nated P — The Planets Venus and Jupiter attract Notice by their Brilliancy — 
Sirius not a Neighbour — ^The Planets Saturn and Mercury — ^Telescopic Planets 
— The Criterion as to whether a Body is to be ranked as a Neighbour — Meaning 
of the word TUmet — Uranus and Neptune — Comets— The Planets are illumi* 
nated by the Sun — The Stars are not— The Earth is really a Planet — The Four 
Inner Planets, Mercury, Venus, the Earth, and Mars — ^Velocity of the Earth— 
The Outer Planets, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune— Light and Heat 
received by the Planets from the Sun— Comparative Sizes of the Planets— 
—The Minor Planets— The Planets all revolve in the same Direction — The 
Solar System — An Island Group in Space. 

In the two preceding chapters of this work we have endeavoured 
to describe the heavenly bodies in the order of their relative 
importance to mankind. Could we doubt for a moment as to 
which of the many orbs in the universe should be the first to 
receive our attention ? We do not now allude to the intrinsic 
significance of the sun when compared with other bodies or 
groups of bodies scattered through space. It may be that 
numerous globes rival the sun in real splendour, in bulk, 
and in mass. We shall, in fact, sliow later on in this volume 
that this is the case; and we shall then be in a position to 
indicate the true rank of the sim amid the countless hosts 
of heaven. But whatever may be the importance of the sun, 
viewed merely as one of the bodies which teem through 
space, there can be no hesitation in asserting how immeasur- 
ably his influence on the earth surpasses that of all other 
bodies in the universe together. It was therefore natural — 
indeed inevitable — that our first examination of the orbs of 
heaven should be directed to that mighty body which is the 
source of our life itself. 

Nor could there be much hesitation as to the second step 
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which ought to be taken. The intrinsic importance of the 
moon, when compared with other celestial bodies, may be 
small ; it is, indeed, as we shall afterwards see, almost infini- 
tesimal. But in the economy of our earth the moon has 
played, and still plays, a part second only in importance to 
that of the sun himself. The moon is so close to us that 
her brilliant rays pale to invisibility countless orbs of a size 
and an intrinsic splendour incomparably greater than her 
own. The moon also occupies an exceptional position in the 
history of astronomy; for the law of gravitation, the greatest 
discovery that science has yet witnessed, was chiefly accom- 
plished by observations of the moon. It was therefore natural 
that an early chapter in our Story of the Heavens should be 
devoted to a body the interest of which approximated so 
closely to that of the sun himself. 

But the sun and the moon having been partly described 
(we shall afterwards have to refer to them again), some hesita- 
tion is natural in the choice of the next step. The two great 
luminaries being abstracted firom our view, there remains no 
other celestial body of such exceptional interest and signifi- 
cance as to make it quite clear what course to pursue if we 
desire to unfold the story of the heavens in the most natural 
manner. If we made the attempt to describe the celestial 
bodies in the order of their actual magnitude, our ignorance 
must at once pronounce the task to be impossible. We can- 
not even make a conjecture as to which body in the heavens 
is to stand first on the list. Even if that mightiest body be 
within reach of our telescopes (in iUself a highly improbable 
supposition), we have not the least idea in what part of the 
heavens it is to be sought. And even if this were possible — 
if we were able to arrange all the visible bodies rank by 
rank in the order of their magnitude and their splendour — 
still the scheme would be impracticable, for of most of them 
we know little or nothing. 

We are therefore compelled to adopt a different method of 
procedure, and the simplest, as well as the most natural, will 
be to follow as far as possible the order of distance of the 
different bodies. We have already spoken of the moon as 
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tlie nearest neighbour to the earth ; we shall next consider 
some of the other celestial bodies which are comparatively 
near to us; then, as the subject unfolds, we shall discuss the 
objects further and further away, imtil towards the close of 
the volume we shall be engaged in considering the most 
distant bodies in the universe which the telescope has yet 
revealed to us. 

Even when wo have decided on this principle, our course 
is still not free from ambiguity. Many of the bodies in the 
heavens are in motion, so that their relative distances from 
the earth are in continual change ; this is, however, a diffi- 
culty which need not detain us. We shall make no attempt 
to adhere closely to the principle in all details. It will be 
sufficient if we first describe those bodies — not relatively a very 
numerous class — which are, comparatively speaking, in our 
vicinity, though of very varied distances ; and then we shall 
pass on to the uncounted bodies which are separated from 
us by distances so vast that the im^ination is baffled in the 
attempt to realise them. 

Let us, then, scan the heavens to discover those orbs 
which lie in our neighbourhood. The sun has set, the moon 
has not risen: a cloudless sky discloses a heaven glittering 
with countless gems of light Some are grouped together 
into well-marked constellations; others seem scattered pro- 
miscuously, with every degree of lustre, from the very 
brightest down to the faintest point that the eye can just 
glimpse. Amid all this host of objects, how are we to 
identify those which lie nearest to the earth ? Look to the 
west; and there, over the spot where the departing sun- 
beams still linger, we often see the lovely evening star shining 
forth. This is the planet Venus — a beauteous orb, twin- 
sister to the earth. The brilliancy of this planet, its rapid 
changes both in position and in lustre, would suggest 
at once that it was nearer to the earth than most other 
star-like objecta This presumption has been amply con- 
firmed by careful measurements, and therefore Venus is to 
be included in the list of the orbs which constitute our 
neighbours. 
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Another conspicuous planet — ^almost rivalling Venus in 
lustre, and vastly surpassing Venus in the magnificence of 
its proportions and its retinue— has home from antiquity 
the majestic name of Jupiter. No doubt Jupiter is much 
more distant from us than Venus. Indeed, he is always at 
least twice as &r, and sometimes as much as ten times. But 
still we must include Jupiter among our neighbours. C!om- 
pared with the host of stars which glitter on the heavens, 
Jupiter must be r^arded as quite contiguous. The distance 
of the great planet requires, it is true, hundreds of millions 
of miles for its expression ; yet, vast as is that distance, it 
would have to be multiplied by tens of thousands, or 
hundreds of thousands, before it would be long enough to 
span the abyss which intervenes between the earth and the 
nearest of the stars. 

Venus and Jupiter have invited our attention by their 
exceptional brilliancy. We should, however, foil into error 
if we assumed generally that the brightest objects were 
those nearest to the earth. An observer unacquainted with 
astronomy might not improbably point to the Dog Star — 
or Sirius, as astronomers more generally know it — as an 
object whose exceptional lustre showed it to be one of our 
neighbours. This, however, would be a mistake. We shall 
afterwards have occasion to refer more particularly to this 
gem of our southern skies, and then it will appear that 
Sirius is a mighty globe for transcending our own sun in 
size as well as in splendour, but plunged into the depths of 
space to such an appalling distance that his enfeebled rays, 
when they reach the earth, give us the impression, not of a 
mighty sun, but only of a brilliant star. 

The principle of selection, by which the earth’s neighbours 
can be discriminated, will bo explained presently; in the 
meantime, it will be sufficient to observe that our list is to 
be augmented first by the addition of the unique olgect 
known as Saturn, though its brightness is for surpassed by 
that of Sirius, as well as by a few other stars. Then we add 
Mars, an object which occasionally approaches so close to 
the earth that it shines with a fiery radiance which would 
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baldly prepare us for the truth that this planet is intrm< 
sically one of the smallest of the celestial bodies. Besides 
the objects ve have mentioned, the ancient astronomers had 
detected a fifth, known as Mercury — a planet which is usually 
invisible amid the light surrounding the sun. Mercury, 
however, occasionally wanders far enough from our luminary 
to be seen before sumiso or after sunset. These five — Mer- 
cury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn — comprised the 
planets known from remote antiquity. 

We can, however, now extend the list considerably further 
by adding to it the telescopic objects which have in modem 
times been found to be among our neighbours. Here we 
must no longer postpone the introduction of the criterion by 
which we can detect whether a body is near the earth or not. 
The brighter planets can be recognised by the steady radiance 
of their light as contrasted with the incessant twinkling of 
the .stars. A little attention devoted to anypf the bodies we 
have named will, however, point out a more definite contrast 
between the planets and the stars. 

Observe, for instance, Jupiter, on any clear night when the 
heavens can be well seen, and note his position with regard 
to the constellations in his neighbourhood — how he is to the 
right of this star, or to the left of that ; directly between this 
pair, or directly pointed to by that. We then mark down 
the place of Jupiter on a celestial map, or we make a sketch 
of the stars in the neighbourhood showing the position of the 
planet. After a month or two, when the observations are 
repeated, the place of Jupiter is to be compared again with 
those stars by which it was defined. It will be found that, 
while the stars have preserved their relative positions, the 
place of Jupiter has changed. Hence this body is with 
propriety called a planet, or a wanderer, because it is in- 
cessantly moving from one part of the starry heavens to 
another. By similar comparisons it can be shown that the other 
bodies we have mentioned — Venus and Mercniy, Saturn and 
Mars — are also wanderers, and belong to that group of heavenly 
bodies known as planets. Here, then, we have the simple 
(Pterieo by which the earth’s neighbours are readily to bo 
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discriiniiuited from the stara Each of the bodies near tlie 
earth is a planet, or a wanderer, and the mere fimt that a 
body is a wanderer is alone suflScient to prove it to be one of 
the class which we are now 8tud3dng. 

Provided with this test, we can at once make an addition 
to our list of neighbours. Amid the myriad orbs which the 
telescope reveals, we occasionally find one which is a wanderer. 
Two other mighty planets, known as Uranus and Neptune, 
must thus be added to the five already mentioned, making 
in all a group of seven great planets. A vastly greater 
number may also bo reckoned when wo admit to our view 
bodies which not only seem to be minute telescopic objects, 
but really are small globes when compared with the mighty 
bulk of our earth. These lesser planets, to the number of 
about five hundred, are also among the earth’s neighbours. 

We should remark that another class of heavenly bodies 
widely differing from the planets must also be included in our 
system. These are the comets, and, indeed, it may happen 
that one of these erratic bodies will sometimes draw nearer 
to the earth than even the closest approach over made by a 
planet These mysterious visitors will neoe.ssarily engage a 
good deal of our attention later on. For the present wo confine 
our attention to those more substantial globes, whether large 
or small, which are always termed planets. 

Imagine for a moment that some opaque covering could 
be clasped around our sun so that all his beams were extin- 
guished. That our earth would be plunged into the darkness 
of midnight is of course an obvious consequence. A moment’s 
consideration will show that the moon, shining as it does by 
the reflected rays of the sim, would become totally invisible 
But would this extinction of the sunlight have any other 
effect? Would it influence the countless brilliant points 
that stud the heavens at midnight ? Such an obscuration of 
the sim would indeed produce a remarkable effect on the sky 
at night, which a little attention would disclose. The stars, 
no doubt, would not exhibit the slightest change in brilliancy. 
Each star shines by its own light and is not indebted to the 
son. The constellations would thus twinkle on as before, 
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solely in the beams which &11 upon these bodies from the 
distant sun. The evidence is, however, conclusive on the 
question; and it will be placed before the reader more fiilly 
when we come to discuss the several planets in detail 

Suppose that we are looking at Jupiter high in mid- 
heavens on a winter’s night, it might be contended that, as 
the earth lies between Jupiter and the sun, it must be impos- 
sible for the rays of the sun to fell upon the planet This 
is, perhaps, not an unnatural view for an inhabitant of this 
earth to adopt until he has become acquainted with the 
relative sizes of the various bodies concerned, and with 
the distances by which those bodies are separated. But 
the question would appear in a widely different form to an 
inhabitant of the planet Jupiter. If such a being were asked 
whether he suffered much inconvenience by the intrusion of 
the earth between himself and the sim, his answer would be 
something of this kind- — "No doubt such an event as the 
passage (ff the earth between me and the sun is possible, and 
has occurred on rare occasions separated by long intervals; 
but so fer from the transit being the cause of any incon- 
venience, the whole earth, of which you think so much, is 
really so minute, that when it did come in front of the sun 
it was merely seen as a small telescopic point, and the 
amount of sunlight which it intercepted was quite inap- 
preciable.” 

The fact that the planets shine by the sun’s light points at 
once to the similarity between them and our earth. We axe 
thus led to regard our sun as a central fervid gldbe associated 
with a number of much smaller bodies, each of which, being 
dark itself, is indebted to the sun both for light and for heat 
That was, indeed, a grand step in astronomy which demon- 
strated the nature of the solar system. The discovery that our 
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earth must be a globe isolated in space was in itself a mighty 
exertion of human intellect ; but when it came to be recognised 
that this globe was but one of a whole group of similar objects, 
some smaUer, no doubt, but others very much larger, and when 
it was further ascertained that th^ bodies were subordinated 
to the supreme control of the sun, we have a chain of 
discoveries that wrought a fundamental transformation in 
human knowledge. 

We thus see that the sun presides over a numerous family. 
The members of that family are dependent upon the sun, and 
their dimensions axe suitably proportioned to their subordinate 
position Even Jupiter, the largest member of that family, 
does not contain one-thousandth part of the material which 
forms the vast bulk of the sun Yet the bulk of Jupiter alone 
would exceed that of the rest of the planets were they all rolled 
together. 

Around the central luminary in Fig. 31 we have drawn four 
circles in dotted lines which sufficiently illustrate the orbits 
in which the different bodies move. The innennost of these four 
paths represents the orbit of the planet Mercury. The planet 
moves around the sun in this path, and regains the place from 
which it started in eighty-eight days. 

The next orbit, proceeding outwards from the sun, is that of 
the planet Venus, which we have already referred to as the well- 
known Evening Star. Venus completes the circuit of its path 
in 225 days. One step further from the sun and we come to the 
orbit of another planet. This body is almost the same size as 
Venus, and is therefore much larger than Mercury. The planet 
now under consideration accomplishes each revolution in 865 
days. This period sounds familiar to our ears. It is the length 
of the year; and the planet is the earth on which we stand. 
There is an impressive way in which to realise the length of the 
road along which the earth has to travel in each annual journey. 
The circumference of a circle is about three and one-seventh 
times the diameter of the same figure; so that taking the 
distance from the earth to the centre of the sun as 92,900,000 
miles, the diameter of the circle which the earth describes 
around the sun will be 185,800,000 miles, and consequently 
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the cizcumfermce of the mighty circle in which the earth moves 
round the sun is fully 583,000,000 miles. The earth has to 
travel this distance every year. It is merely a sum in division 
to find how far we have to move each second in order to accom- 
plish this long journey in a twelvemontL It will appear that 
the earth must actually complete eighteen milffl every second. 
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as otherwise it would not finish its journey within the allotted 
time. 

Pause for a moment to think what a velocity of eighteen 
miles a second really implies. Can we realise a speed so tre- 
mendous? Let us compare it with our ordinary types of 
rapid movement. Look at that express train how it crashes 
under the bridge, how, in another moment, it is lost to 
view! Can any velocity be greater than that? Let us try 
it by figurea The train moves a mile a minute; multiply 
that velocity by eighteen and it becomes eighteen miles a 
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minwte, but we must further multiply it by raxty to mai^ 
it eighteen miles a second. The velocity of the express tnun 
is not even the thousandth part of the velocity of the earth. 
Let us take another illustration. We stand at the rifle rongra 
to see a rifle fired at a target 1,000 feet away, and we find 
that a second or two is sufficiort to carry the bullet over that 
distance. The earth moves nearly one hundred times as fast 
as the rifle bullet 

Viewed in another way, the stupendous speed of the earth 
does not seem immoderate. The earth is a mighty globe, 
so great indeed that even when moving at this spe^ it 
takes almost eight minutes to pass over its own diameter. 
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An Atlantic liner, 750 feet long, and making 17 miles an hour, 
would advance its own length through the ocean in about half a 
minute. To illustrate this method of considering the subject, 
we show here a view of the progress made by the earth 
(Fig. 32). The distance between the centres of these circles 
is about six times the diameter; and, accordingly, if they 
be taken to represent the earth, the time required to pass 
from one position to the other is about forty-eight minutea 

Outside the path of the earth, we come to the orbit of 
the fourth planet. Mats, which requires 687 days, or nearly 
two years, to complete its circuit rpund the sim. With our 
arrival at Mars we have gained the limit to the inner portion 
of the solar system. 

The four planets we have mentioned form a group in 
themselves, distinguished by their comparative nearness to 
the sun. They are all bodies of moderate dimensions. Venus 
and the Earth are globes of about the same inze. Mercury 
and Mars ore both smaller objects which lie, so jGsr as bulk 
is concerned, between the earth and the moon. The four 
planets which come nearest to the son are vastly surpassed 
in bulk and weight by the giant bodies of our system 
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— the Btatdy group of Jupiter and Saturn, Uranua and 
Keptune. 

ThefM giant planets enjoy the sun’s guidance equally 'srith 
thdr weaker brethren. In the diagram on this page (Fig. 38) 
parts of the orbits of the great outer jdanets are represented. 
Ihe sun, as before, preside at the centre, but the Inner 
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planets would on this scale be so close to the sun that it 
is only possible to represent the orbit of Mars. After the 
orbit of Mars comes a considerable interral, not, however, 
devoid of planetary activity, and then follow the orbits of 
Jupiter and Saturn; further still, we have Uranus, a great 
globe on the verge of unassisted vision ; and, lastly, the whole 
system is bounded by the grand orbit of Neptune — a planet 
of which we shall have a marvellous story to narrate. 

The various circles in Fig. 34 show the apparent sizes 
of the sun as seen from the different planets. Taking the 
eirole corresponding to the earth to repres^t the amount 
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of heat and light 'which the earth deriyee from the son, 
i^en the other circles indicate the heat and the light eiyoyed 
the corresponding planeta The next outer {^et to the 
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earth is Mars, whose share of solar blessings is not so very 
inferior to that of the earth ; but we fail to see how bodies 
so remote as Jupiter or Saturn can enjoy climates at all 
comparable •with those of the planets which are more favour- 
ably situated. 

Fig. 35 shows a picture of the whole funily of planets 
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aummndiiig the sun — ^represented on the same scale, so as to 
exhilnt their comparative sizes. Measured by bulk, Jupiter is 
more than 1,200 times as great as the ourth, so that it would 
take at least 1,200 earths rolled into one to form a globe 
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equal to the globe of Jupiter. Measured by weight, the dis* 
parity between the earth and Jupiter, though still enormous, 
is not quite so great; but this is a matter to be discussed 
more fully in a later chapter. 

Even in this preliminary survey of the solar system we 
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must not omit to refer to the planets which Attract oqr 
Attention, not by their bulk, but by their multitude In 
the ample zone bounded on the inside by the orUt cl 
Mars and on the outside by the orbit of Jupiter it 
WAS thought at one time that no planet revolTed. Modem 
research has shown that (his r^on is tenanteci not by one 
planet, but by hundred& The discoveiy d these planets is 
a charge which has been undertaken by vataons diligmt 
astronomers of the present day, while the discussion of their 
movemmts affords labour to other men of science. We shall 
find something to learn from the study of these tiny bodies, 
and especially from another small planet called Eros, which 
lies nearer to the earth than the limit above indicated. A 
chapter will be devoted to these objects. 

But we do not propose to enter deeply into the mere 
statistics of the planetary system at present. Were such our 
intention, the tables at the end of the volume would show 
that ample materials are availabla Astronomers have taken 
an inventory of each of the planets. They have measured 
their distances, the shapes of their orbits and the positions 
of those orbits, their times of revolution, and, in the case of 
all the larger planets, their sizes and their weights. Such 
results are of interest for many purposes. It is, however, 
the more general features of the science which at present 
claim our attention. 

Let us, in conclusion, note one or two important tmths 
with reference to our planetary system. We have seen that 
all the planets revolve in nearly circular paths around the 
suiL We have now to add another fact possessing much 
significance. Each of the planets pursues its. path in the 
same directioa It thus happem that one such body may 
overtake another, but it can never happen that two planets 
pass ly each other as do the trains on adjacent lines of 
railway. We shall subsequently find that the whole welfare 
of our system, nay, its continuous existence, is dependent 
upon this remarkable uniformity taken in conjunction with 
othmr features of the system. 

Such is our solar system; a mighty organised group of 
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pjan^ oxculating under the control of the sun, and com- 
pletely isolated &om all external interference. No star, no 
oonsteQadnn, has any appreciable influence oa. our solar 
systeta We constitute a litUe isltmd group, separated firom 
the nearest stars by the most amazing distances. It may 
be that as the other stars are suns, so they too may have 
systems of planets circulating around them; but of ^is we 
know nothing. Of the stars we can only say that they 
appear to us as points of light, and any planets they may 
possess must for ever remain invisible to us, even if they 
were many times larger than Jupiter. 

We need not repine at this limitation to our possible 
knowledge, for just as we And in the solar system all that 
is necessary for oar daily bodily wants, so shall we find 
ample occupation for whatever faculties we may possess in 
endeavouring to understand those mysteries of the heavens 
which lie within our reach. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE LAW OP GRAVITATION. 

Gravtiation— The Falling of a Stone to the Groond-^AJl Bodies lall etpmJfyf 
Sixteen Feet in a Second— Is this true at Gieat Heights P— Fall of a at 
a Height of a Quarter of a Million Miles — How Newton obtained an Answer 
from the Moon— His Great Discovery — Statement of the Law of Gravitation^ 
Illustrations of the Law — How is it that all the Bodies in the Universe do 
not rush Together P — ^The Effect of Motion— How a Circular Path can be 
produced by Attraction— General Account of the Moon*s Motion— Is Gravita- 
tion a Force of Great Intensity ?— Two Weights of 60 lbs —Two Iron Globes, 
63 Yards in Diameler, and a Mile apart, attract with a Force of 1 lb,— 
Characteiistics of Gravitation— Orbits of the Planets not strictly Circles— The 
Discoveries of Kepler— Construction of an Ellipse— Kepler's First Law- 
Does a Planet move Uniformly P— Law of the Changes of Velocity— Kepler’s 
Second Law — ^The Relation between the Distances and tho Periodic Times — 
Kepler's Third Law— Kepler's Laws and the Law of Gravitation— Movement 
in a Straiight Line — A Body unacted on by Disturbing Forces would move in 
a Straight Line with Constant Velocity— Application to the Earth and the 
Planets — The Law of Gravitation deduced from Kepler's Laws— Universal 
Gravitation* 

OcR description of the heaveniy bodies must undeigo a slight 
interruption, while we illustrate with appropriate detail an 
important principle, known as the law of gravitation, which 
underlies the whole of astronomy. By this law we can explain 
the movements of the moon around the earth, and of the 
planets around the sun. It is accordingly incumbent upon 
us to discuss this subject before we proceed to the more 
particular account of the separate planeta We shall find, 
too, that the law of gravitation sheds some much-needed light 
on the nature of the stars situated at the remotest distances 
in space. It also enables us to cast a glance through the 
vistas of time past, and to trace with plausibility, if not with 
certainty, certain early phases in the history of our q^steia 
Ihe sun and the moon, the planets and the comets, the stars 
and the nebube, all alike are subject to this universal law, 
which is now to engage our attentioa 



fSS LAW OF Q$AFlTATa>N. 


10 


What in more fimuHar than the fact that when a stcoje » 
dropped, it will fitU to the ground ? No one at first fibialn 
the matter evm worthy of remark. People are ofttti surprised 
at seeing a piece of iron drawn to a magnet. Yet the fall 
of a stone to the ground is the manifoBtation of a force quite 
as interesting as the force of magnetism. It is the earth 
which draws the stone, just as the magnet draws the iron. 
In each case the force is one of attraction ; but while the 
magnetic attraction is confined to a few substances, and is of 
comparatively limited importance, the attraction of gravitation 
is significant throughout the universe. 

Let us commence with a few very simple experiments 
upon the force of gravitation. Hold in the hand a small 
piece of lead, and then allow it to drop upon a cushion. The 
lead requires a certain time to move from the fingers to the 
cushion, but that time is always the same when the height 
is the same. Take now a larger piece of lead, and hold one 
piece in each hand at the same height If both are released 
at the same moment, they will both reach the cushion simul- 
taneously. It might have been thought that the heavy body 
would more quickly than the light body; but when the 
experiment is tried, it is seen that this is not the case. Repeat 
the experiment with various other substances. An ordinary 
marble will be found to fall in the same time as the piece 
of lead. With a piece of cork we again try the experiment, 
and again obtain the same result. At first it seems to fall 
when we compare a feather with the piece of lead; but that 
is solely on account of the air, which resists the feather more 
than it resists the lead. If, however, the feather be placed 
upon the top of a penny, and the penny be horizontal when 
dropped, it will clear the air out of the way of the feather in 
its descent, and then the feather will fall as quickly as the 
penny, as quickly as the marble, or as quickly as the lead. 

If the observer were in a gallery when trying these experi- 
ments, and if the cushion were sixteen feet below his hands, 
then the time the marble would take to fall through the 
sixteen feet would be one second. The time occupied by the 
cork or by the lead would be the same ; and even the feathw 
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itself would fall through sixteen feet in one Beoond« if it could 
be screened from the interference of the air. Try this experi- 
ment where we like, in London, or in any other dty, in any 
island or continent, on board a ship at sea, at the Neath 
Pole, or the South Pole, or the equator, it will always be 
found that any body, of any size or any material, will &11 
about sixteen feet in one second of tima 

Lest any erroneous impression should arise, we may just 
mention that the distance traversed in one second does vary 
slightly at different parts of the earth, but from causes which 
need not at this moment detain us. We shall for the present 
regard sixteen feet as the distance through which any body, 
free from interference, would fall in one second at any part 
of the earth’s surface. But now let us extend our view 
above the earth’s surface, and enquire how &r this law of 
sixteen feet in a second may find obedience elsewhere. Let 
us, for instance, ascend to the top of a mountain and try 
the experiment there. It would he found that at the top 
of the mountain a marble would take a little longer to fall 
through sixteen feet than tbe same marble would if let 
fall at its base. The difference would 'be very small; but 
yet it would be measurable, and would suffice to show that 
the power of the earth to pull the marble to the ground be- 
. comes somewhat weakened at a point high above the earth’s 
surffice. Whatever be the elevation to which we ascend, be 
it either the top of a high mountain, or the still greater 
altitudes that have been reached in balloon ascents, we shall 
never find that the tendency of bodies to fall to the ground 
ceases, though no doubt the higher we go the more is that 
tendency weakened. It would be of great interest to find 
how far this power of the earth to draw bodies towards it 
can really extend. We catmot attain more than about five 
or nx miles above the earth’s surfitce in a balloon; yet we 
want to know what would happen if we could ascend SOO 
miles, or 5,000 miles, or still fiirther, into the regions 
Space. 

(kmcdve that a traveller were endowed with some means 

soaring aloft for mUes and thousands of miles, still 
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and up, until at length he had attained the awful hdght 
of nearly a quarter of a million of mUes above the ground. 
Glancing down at the surface of that earth, which is at 
such a stupendous depth beneath, he would be able to see 
a wonderful bird’s<eye view. He would lose, no doubt, the 
details of towns and villages; the features in such a land- 
scape would be whole continents and whole oceans, in so 
htr as the openii^ between the clouds would permit the 
earth’s surface to be exposed. 

At this stupendous elevation he could try one of the 
most interesting experiments that was ever in the power of 
a philosopher. He could test whether the earth’s attraction 
was felt at such a height, and he could measure the amoimt 
of that attraction. Take for the experiment a cork, a marble, 
or any other object, large or small; hold it between the 
fingers, and let it go. Everyone knows what would happen 
in such a case down here; but it required Sir Isaac Newton 
to tell what would happen in such a case up there. Newton 
asserts that the power of the earth to attract bodies extends 
even to this great height, and that the marble would fall 
This is the doctrine that we can now test We are ready 
for the experiment. The marble is released, and, lo ! our first 
exclamation is one of wonder. Instead of dropping instantly, 
the little object appears to remain suspended. We are on 
the point of exclaiming that we must have gone beyond the 
earth’s attraction, and that Newton is wrong, when our atten- 
tion is arrested; the marble is begiiming to move, so slowly 
that at first we have to watch it carefully. But the pace 
gradually improves, so that the attraction is beyond all doubt, 
imtil, gradually acquiring more and more velocity, the marble 
speeds on its long journey of a quarter of a million of miles 
to the earth. 

But surdy, it will be said, such an experim^t must be 
entirely impossible; tuid no doubt it cannot be performed 
in the way described The bold, idea occurred to Newton 
of making use of the moon itself, which is almost a quarter 
of a million of miles above the earth, for the purpose of 
nnswerii^ the questioa Never was our satellite put to such 
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noble use before. It is actually at each moment hilling in 
towards the earth. We can calculate how much it is deflected 
towards the eurth in each second, and thus obtun a measure 
of the earth’s attractive power. From such enquiries Newton 
was able to learn that a body released at the distance of 
239,000 miles above the surface of the earth would still be 
attracted b 3 ' the earth, that in virtue of the attraction the 
body would commence to move off towards the earth — not, 
indeed, with the velocity with which a body falls in experi- 
ments on the surface, but with a very much lesser speed. 
A body dropped down from the distance of the moon would 
commence its long journey so slowly that a minute, instead 
of a second, would have elapsed before the distance of 
sixteen fret had been accomplished.*^ 

It was by pondering on information thus won from the 
moon that Newton made his immortal discovery. The gravi- 
tation of the earth is a force which extends far and wide 
through space. The more distant the body, the weaker the 
gravitation becomes; here Newton found the means of deter- 
mining the great problem as to the law according to which 
the intensity of the gravitation decreased. The information 
derived from the moon, that a body 239,000 miles away 
requires a minute to fail through a space equal to that 
through which it would fall in a second down here, was of 
paramount importance. In the first place, it shows that 
the attractive power of the earth, by which it draws all 
bodies earthwards, becomes weaker at a distance. This might, 
indeed, have been anticipated. It is as reasonable to suppose 
that as we retreated further and further into the deptj^ of 
space the power of attraction should diminish, as that the 
lustre of light should diminish as we recede from it ; and it 
is remarkable that the law according to. which the attrac- 
tion of gravitation decreases with the increase of distance is 

* The apftoe described by a tailing body is proportional to the product of the 
force and the square of the time. The force varies inversely as the square of 
the distance from the earth, so that the q^ace will vary as the square of the 
timOi and inversely as the square of the distance. If, therefore, the distance be 
increased riacty*fold, the time must also be increased siity^fold, if the space fallen 
thfeugh is to rmni^ the same. 
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pteeisely the same as the lav according to vhich the bril- 
liancy of a light decreases as its distance increases. 

The law of nature, stated in its simplest form, asserts that 
the intensity of gravitation varios inversely as the square of 
the distance. Let me endeavour to elucidate this somewhat 
abstract statement by one or two simple illustrationa Sup- 
pose a body were raised above the sur&ce of the earth to a 
he^ht of nearly 4,000 miles, so as to be at an altitude 
equal to the radius of the earth. In other words, a body 
so situated would be twice as far from the centre of the 
earth as a body which lay on the surface. The law of 
gravitation says that the intensity of the attraction is then 
to be decreased to one-fourth part, so that the pull of the 
earth on a body 4,000 miles high is only one quarter of the 
pull of the earth on that body so long as it lies on the 
ground. We may imt^ine the effect of this pull to be shown 
in difierent ways. Allow the body to fall, and in the in- 
terval of one second it will drop through only four feet, a 
mere quarter of the distance that gravity would cause near 
the earth’s surface. 

We may consider the matter in another way by supposing 
that the attraction of the earth is measured by one of those 
little weighing machines known as a spring balance. If a 
weight of four pounds be hung on such a contrivance, at the 
earth’s surface, the index of course shows a weight of four 
pounds; but conceive this balance, still bearing the weight 
appended thereto, were to be carried up and up, the indi- 
cated strain would become less and less, until by the time 
the balance reached 4,000 miles high, where it was twice as 
far away from the earth’s centre as at first, the indicated 
strain would be reduced to the fourth part, and the balance 
would only show one pound. If we could imagine the in- 
strument to be carried still further into the depths of space, 
the indication of the scale would steadily continue to decline. 
By the time the apparatus had reached a distance of 8,000 
miles high, being then three times as far fiK>m the earth’s 
centre as at first, the law of gravitation tells us that the 
atlaraotion must have decreased to (me-ninth part The strain 
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thus ^owu on the balance would be only the ninth part of 
four pounds, or less than half a pound. But let the voyage 
be once again resumed, and let not a halt be made this time 
tmtil the balance and its four-pound weight have retreated 
to that orbit which the moon traverses in its monthly course 
around the earth. The distance thus attuned is about sixty 
times the radius of the earth, and consequently the attrac- 
tion of gravitation is diminished in the proportion of one 
to the square of sixty ; the spring will then only be strained 
by the inappreciable fraction of 1-8,600 part of four pounds. 
It therefore appears that a body which on the earth 
weighed a ton and a half would, if raised 239,000 miles, 
weigh less than a pound. But even at this vast distance 
we are not to halt; imagine that we retreat still further and 
further; the strain shown by the balance will ever decrease, 
but it will not vanish, no matter how far we go. Astronomy 
appears to teach us that the attraction of gravitation can 
extend, with suitably enfeebled intensity, across the most 
profound gulfo of space. 

The principle of gravitation is of far wider scope than we 
have yet indicated. We have spoken merely of the attraction 
of the earth, and we have stated that this force extends 
throughout space. But the law of gravitation is not so 
limited. Not only does the earth attract every other body, 
and every other body attract the earth, but each of these 
bodies attracts the other; so that in its more complete shape 
the law of gravitation announces that "every body in the 
universe attracts every other body with a force which varies 
inversely as the square of the distance.” 

It is impossible for us to oveivestimate the importance of 
this law. It supplies the clue which we can uiuravel the 
complicated movements of the planeta It has led to marvel- 
lous discoveries, in which the law of gravitation has enabled 
us to antidpate the telescope, and to feel the existence of 
bo^es before those bodies have even been seea 

An objection which may be raised at this point must first 
be dealt with. It semns to be, indeed, a plausible one. If 
^ earth attmete the moon, why does not the moon tumble 
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doim on ihe earth? If the earth is atlaracted by the sun, 
why does it not tumble into the sun ? If the sun is attracted 
by other stars, why do they not rush together with a frightful 
collision ? It may not unreasonably be urged that if all these 
bodies in the heavens are attracting each other, it would 
seem that they must all rush together in consequence of that 
attraction, and thus weld the whole material universe into a 
single mighty mass. We know, as a matter of fact, that these 
OoUisions do not often happen, and that there is extremely 
little likelihood of their taking place. We see that although 
our earth is said to have been attracted by the sun for countless 
ages, yet the earth is just as far from the sun as ever it 
was. Is not this in conflict with the doctrine of universal 
gravitation ? In the early days of astronomy such objections 
would be regarded, and doubtless were regarded, as well-nigh 
insuperable; even still we occasionally hear them raised, and 
it is therefore the more incumbent on us to explain how it 
happens that the solar system has been able to escape from 
the catastrophe by which it seems to be threatened. 

There can be no doubt that if the moon and the earth 
had been initially placed of rest, they would have been drawn 
tcgether by their mutual attraction. So, too, if the system of 
planets surrounding the sun had been left initially of rest 
they would have dashed into the sun, and the system would 
have been annihilated. It is the fact that the planets are 
moving, and that the moon is moving, which has enabled 
these bodies successfully to resist the attraction in so far, at 
least, as that they are not drawn thereby to total destruction. 

It is so desirable that the student should understand clearly 
how a central attraction is compatible with revolution in a 
nearly circular path, that we give an illustration to show how 
the moon pursues its monthly orbit under the guidance and 
the control of the attracting earth. 

The imaginary sketch in Fig. 36 denotes a section of the 
earth with a high mountain thereon.* If a cannon were 
stationed on the top of the mountain at C, and if the canncm- 
bidl were fired off in the direction 0 £ with a mod^te charge 
* Sm NewooaiVs ** Popular Astironomy/* p. 78. 
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of powder, the ball would move down along the first curved 
path. If it be fired a second time with a heavier charge, 
the path will be along the second curved line, and the ball 
would again &U to the ground. But let us try next time 
with a charge still further increased, and, indeed, with a far 
stronger cannon than any piece of ordnance ever yet mada 
The velocity of the projectile must now be assumed to be 
some miles per second, but we can conceive that the speed 



Fig. 36.— Illustration of the Moon’s Motion. 


shall be so adjusted that the ball shall move along the 
path C D, always at the same height above the earth, though 
still curving, as every projectile must curve, &om the horizontal 
line in which it moved at the first moment. Arrived at D, 
the ball will still be at the same height above the sur&ce, 
and its velocity most be unabated. It will therefore continue 
in its path and move round another quadrant of the circle 
without getting nearer to the surface. In this manner the 
projectile will travel completely round the whole globe, coming 
back again to C and then taking another start in the same 
path. If we could abolish the mountain and the cannon at 
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the top, we should have a body revolving for ever around the 
earth in consequence of the attraction of gravitation. 

Make now a bold stretch of the imagination Conceive 
a mighty cannon capable of receiving a round bullet not 
less than 2,000 miles in diameter. Discharge this enormous 
bullet with a velocity of about 3,000 feet per second, which 
is two or three times as great as the velocity actually attain- 
able in modem artillery. Let this notable bullet be fired 
horizontally from some station nearly a quarter of a million 
miles above the surface of the eartk That fearful missile 
would sweep right round the earth in a nearly circular orbit, 
and return to where it started in about four weeka It 
would then commence another revolution, four weeks more 
would find it again at the starting point, and this motion 
would go on for ages. 

Do not suppose that we are entirely romancing. We can- 
not indeed show the cannon, but we can point to a great 
projectile. Wo see it every month; it is the beautiful moon 
herself. No one asserts that the moon was ever shot from 
such a cannon; but it must be admitted that she moves 
as if she had been. In a later chapter we shall enquire 
into the history of the moon, and show how she came to 
revolve in this wonderful manner. 

As with the moon around the earth, so with the earth 
around the sun. The illustration shows that a circular or 
nearly circular motion harmonises with the conception of the 
law of universal gravitation. 

We are accustomed to regard gravitation as a force of 
stupendous magnitude. Does not gravitation control the moon 
in its revolution around the earth? Is not even the mighty 
earth itself retained in its path around the sun by the sur- 
passing power of the sun’s attraction ? No doubt the actual 
force which keeps the earth in its path, as well as that 
which retains the moon in our neighbourhood, is of vast 
intensity, but that is because gravitation is in such cases 
associated with bodies of enormous mass. No one can deny 
that all bodies accessible to our observation appear to attract 
each other in accordance with the law of gravitation; but 
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it must be confessed that, unless one or both of the attract- 
ing bodies is of gigantic dimensions, the intoisity is almost 
immeasurably small 

Let ns attempt to illustrate how feeble is the gravitation 
between masses of easily mani^eable dimensions. Take, for 
instance, two iron weights, each weighing about 501b., and 
separated by a distance of one foot from centre to centra 
There is a certain attraction of gravitation between these 
weights. The two weights are drawn together, yet they do 
not move. The attraction between them, though it certainly 
exists, is an extrmnely minute force, not at all comparable 
as to intensity with magnetic attraction. Everyone knows 
that a magnet will draw a piece of iron with considerable 
vigour, but the intensity of gravitation is very much less 
on masses of equal amount The attraction l^tween these 
two 50lb. weights is less than the ten-millionth part of 
a single pound. Such a force is utterly infinitesimal in com- 
parison with the friction between the weights and the table 
on which they stand, and hence there is no response to the 
attraction by even the slightest movement. Yet, if we can 
conceive each of these weights mounted on wheels absolutely 
devoid of friction, and running on absolutely perfect hori- 
zontal rails, then there is no doubt that the bodies would 
slowly commence to draw together, and in the course of time 
would arrive in actual contact. 

If we desire to conceive gravitation as a force of mea- 
surable intensity, we must employ masses immensely more 
ponderous than those 501b. weights, lim^ine a pair of 
globes, each composed of 417,000 tons of cast iron, and each, 
if solid, being about 53 yards in diameter. Ima^ne these 
globes placed at a distance of one mile apart Each globe 
attracts the other by the force of gravitation. It does not 
matter that buildings and obstacles of every description 
intervene; gravitation will pass through such impediments 
as easily as light passes through glass No screen can be 
devised dense enough to intercept the passage of Ihis foroa 
Each of these iron globes will therefore in all circum- 
stances attract the other; but, notwithstanding their ample 
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proportions, the intensity of that attraction is still very smidl, 
tiboogh appreciable. The attraction between these two globes 
is a force no greater than the pressure exerted by a single 
pound weight A child could hold back one of these massiTe 
globes from its attraction by the other. Supp<»e that all 
was clear, and that friction could be so neutralised as to 
permit the globes to follow the uupulse of their mutual 
attractiona The two globes will then commence to approach, 
but the masses are so large, while the attraction is so small, 
that the speed will be accelerated very slowly. A micro- 
scope would be necessary to show when the motion has 
actually commenced. An hour and a half must elapse before 
the distance is diminished by a single foot ; and although 
the pace improves subsequently, yet three or four days must 
elapse before the two globes wHl come tc^ther. 

The most remarkable characteristic of the force of gravi- 
tation must be here specially alluded to. The intenrity 
appears to depend only on the quantity of matter in the 
bodies, and not at all on the nature of the substances of 
which these bodies are composed. We have described the 
two globes as made of cast iron, but if either or both were 
composed of lead or copper, of wood or stone, of air or 
water, the attractive power would still be the same, provided 
cmly that the masses remain unaltered. In this we observe 
a profound difference between the attraction of gravitation 
and magnetic attraction. In the latter case the attraction 
is not perceptible at all in the great majority of substances, 
and is only considerable in the case of iron. 

In our account of the solar system we have represented 
tiie moon as revolving around the earth in a newH/y circular 
path, and the planets as revolving around the sun in orbits 
wlu<^ are also approximately circular. It is now our duty 
to give a more minute description of these remarkable paths; 
and. instead of dismissing them as being nearly circles, we 
must ascertun precisdy in what respects they differ thoo- 
ftom. 

If a planet revolved around the sun in a truly circular 
pa^, of which the sun was always at the centre, it is 
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then obvious that the distance from the sun to the planet, 
being always equal to the radius of the circle, must be of 
constant magnitude Now, there can be no doubt that the 
distance from the sun to each planet is approximately 
constant; but when accurate observations are made, it 
becomes clear that the distance is not absolutely constant. 
The variations in distance may 'amount to many millions 
of miles, but, even in extreme cases, the variation in the 
distance of the planet is only a small fraction — usually a 
very small fraction — of the total amount of that distance. 
The circumstances vary in the case of each of the planets. 
The orbit of the earth itself is such that the distance from 
the earth to the sun departs but little from its mean value. 
Venus makes even a closer approach to perfectly circular 
movement; while, on the other hand, the path of Mars, and 
much more the path of Mercury, show considerable relative 
fluctuations in the distance from the planet to the sum 

It has often been noticed that many of the great dis* 
coveries in science have their origin in the nice observation 
and explanation of minute departures from some law approxi- 
mately true. We have in this department of astronomy an 
excellent illustration of this principle. The orbits of the 
planets are nearly circles, but they are not exactly circlea 
Now, why is this? There must be some natural reason. 
That reason has been ascertained, and it has led to several 
0 $ the grandest discoveries that the mind of man has ever 
achieved in the realms of Nature. 

In the first place, let us see the inferences to be drawn 
from the fact that the distance of a planet from the sun is 
not constant The motion in a circle is one of such beauty 
and simplicity that we are reluctant to abandon it, unless 
the necessity for doing so be made clearly apparent Can we 
not devise any way by which the circular motion might bo 
[HEeserved while still fully explaining the fluctuations in the 
distance from the planet to the sun? This is clearly impos- 
sihle with the sun at the centre of the circle. But suppose 
the sun did not occupy the centre, while the planet, as before, 
revolved around the sun. The distance between the two 
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bodies would thea necessarily fluctuate. The more eccentric 
the position of the sun, the larger would be tne proportionate 
variation in the distance of the planet when at the different 
parts of its orbit. It might further be supposed that by 
placing a series of circles around the sun the various planet* 
aiy orbits could be accounted for. The centre of the circle 
belonging to Venus is to coincide very nearly with the centre 
of the sun, and the centres of the orbits of all the other 
planets are to be placed at such suitable distances from the 
sun as will render a satisfactory explanation of the gradual 
increase and decrease of the distance between the two bodiea 

There can be no doubt that the movements of the moon 
and of the planets would be, to a large extent, exfdained by 
such a system of circular orbits ; but the spirit of astronomical 
enquiry is not satisfied with approximate results. Again 
and again the planets are observed, and again and again the 
observations are compared with the places which the planets 
would occupy if they moved in accordance with the system 
here indicated. The centres of the circles are moved hither 
and thither, their radii are adjusted with greater care ; but it is 
all of no avail The observations of the planets are minutely 
examined to see if they can be in error; but of errors there 
are none at all sufficient to account for the discrepancies. 
The conclusion is thus inevitable — astronomers are forced to 
abandon the circular motion, which was thought to possess 
such imrivalled symmetry and beauty, and are compelled 
to admit that the orbits of the planets are not circular. 

Then if these orbits be not circles, what are they? Such 
was the great problem which Kepler proposed to solve, and 
which, to his immortal glory, he succeeded in solving and in 
proving to demonstration. The great discovery of the true 
shape of the planetary orbits stands out as one of the most 
conspicuous events in the history of astronomy. It may, 
in fact, be doubted whether any other discovery in the 
whole range of science has led to results of such far-reaching 
mterest 

We must here adventure for a while into the field of 
science known as geometry, and study therein the nature dt 
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that curve which the discovery of Kepl^ has raised to such 
unparalleled importance. The subject, no doubt, is a difficult 
one, and to pursue it with any detml would involve us in 
many abstruse calculations which would be out of place in 
this volume; but a general sketch of the subject is indis> 
pensable, and we must attempt to render it such justioe as 
may be compatible with our limits. 

The curve which represents with perfect fidelity the move- 
ments of a planet in its revolution around the sun belongs to 
that well-known group of curves which mathematicians de- 
scribe as the conic sections. The particular form of conic 
section which denotes the orbit of a planet is known by the 
name of the eUipae : it is spoken of somewhat less accurately 
as an oval The ellipse is a curve which can be readily con- 
structed. There is no simpbr method of doing so than that 
which is iamiliar to draughtsmen, and which we shall here 
briefly describe. 

We represent on the next page (Fig. 37) two pins passing 
through a sheet of paper. A loop of twine passes over the 
two pins in the manner here indicted, and is stretched by 
rile point of a pencil With a little care the pencil can be 
guided so as to keep the string stretched, and its point will 
then describe a curve completely round the pins, returning 
to the point from which it started. We thus produce that 
celebrated geometrical figure which is called an ellipsa 

It will be instructive to draw a number of ellipses, vazy- 
isg in each case the circumstances under which they are 
formed. 1^ for instance, the pins remain placed as before, 
while the length of the loop is increased, so that the pencil 
is farther away from the pins, then it will be observed that 
the ellipse has lost some of its elongation, and approaches 
more closely to a circle. On the other hand, if the length of 
the cord in the loop be leasened, while the pms remwi es 
before, the ellipse will be found more oval, or, as a mathmna- 
tidan would say, its ecoewtricUy is inezeased. It ut alsc 
nse&l to study the changes which the ffinm of the dliptM 
rimimgoes whmi cme of the .pins is altmed, while the leogtli 
of the loop remains unchanged. If the two pins be brou^t 
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jaeaxear together the ecoentridty vill decrease, and the ellipse 
will approximate more closely to the shape of a circla If 
the pins be separated more widely the eccentricity of the 
ellipse will be increased. That the circle is an extreme form 
of eUipse will be evident, if we suppose the two pins to draw 
in so close together that they become coincident ; / the point 
will then simply trace out a circle as the pencil moves round 
the figura 

The points marked by the pins obviously possess very 
remarkable relations with respect to the curva Each one 



Fig. 37. —Drawing an EUipse. 


is called a foeua, and an ellipse can only have one pair of 
foci In other wmxls, there is but a single pair of positions 
possiUe for the two pins, when an ellipse of specified size, 
tdiape, and position is to be constructed. 

The ellipse differs principally from a circle in the ciroum- 
BtMioe that it possesses variety of form. We can have large 
and amn.ll ellipees just as we can have large and small circles, 
Ifut we can also have ellipses of greater or less eccentricity. 
If the ellipM has not the perfect dmplicity of the circle it 
htei at least, the charm of variety which the circle has not 
mfe oval curve has also the beauty derived from an outline 
of pmfeol grace iwd an aseociation with ennobling oonoeptiom 
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The ancient geometricians had studied the ellipse; they 
had noticed its foci ; they were acquainted with its geo- 
metrical relations; and thus Kepler was familiar with the 
ellipse at the time when he tmdertook his celebrated re- 
searches on the movements of the planets. He had found, 
as we have already indicated, that the movements of the 
planets could not be reconciled with circular orbits. What 
shape of orbit should next be tried? The ellipse was ready 
to hand, its properties were known, and the comparison could 
be made; memorable, indeed, was the consequence of this 
comparison. Kepler found that the movement of the planets 
could be explained, by supposing that the path in which 
each one revolved was an ellipse. This in itself was a dis- 
covety of the most commanding importance. On the one 
hand it reduced to order the movements of the great globes 
which circulate round the sun; while on the other, it took 
that beautiful class of curves which had exercised the 
geometrical talents of the ancients, and assigned to them 
the dignity of defining the highways of the universe. 

But we have as yet only partly enunciated the first dis- 
covery of Kepler. We have seen that a planet revolves in 
an ellipse around the sun, and that the sun is, therefore, at 
some point in the interior of the ellipse— but at what point ? 
Interesting, indeed, is the answer to this question. We 
have pointed out how the foci possess a geometrical 
s^ificanoe which no other points enjoy. Kepler showed 
that the sun must be situated in one of the foci of the 
ellipse in which each planet revolves. We thus enunciate 
the first law of planetary motion in the following words: — 

Each planet revolves around the sun in an dliptie path, 
having the sun at one of the fod. 

We are now enabled to form a clear picture of the orbits of 
the planets, be they ever so numerous, as they revolve around 
the sua In the first place, we observe that the ellipse ia 
a plane curve; that is to say, each planet must, in the 
course of its long journey, confine its movements to one 
{dane. Each planet has thus a certfun plane appropriated to 
it It is true that all these planes are verv nearly coincident, 
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at least in so far as the great planets are concerned ; but still 
they are distinct, and the only feature in which they all agree 
is that each one of them passes through the sua All the 
elliptic orbits of the planets have one focus in common, and 
&at focus lies at the centre of the sun. 

It is well to illustrate this remarkable law by considering 
the circumstances of two or three different planeta Take 
first the case of the earth, the path of which, though really 
an ellipse, is very nearly circular. In fact, if it were drawn 
accurately to scale on a sheet of paper, the difference between 
the elliptic orbit and the circle would hardly be detected 
without careful measurement In the case of Venus the 
ellipse is still more nearly a circle, and the two foci of the 
ellipse are very nearly coincident with the centre of the circle. 
On the other hand, in the case of Mercury, we have an ellipse 
which departs from the circle to a very marked extent, w^e 
in the orbits of some of the minor planets the eccentricity is 
still greater. It is extremely remarkable that every planet, 
no matter how far from the sun, should be found to move 
in an ellipse of some shape or other. We shall presently 
show that necessity compels each planet to pursue an elliptic 
path, and that no other form of path is possible. 

Started on its elliptic path, the planet pursues its stately 
course, and after a certain duration, known as the periodic 
time, regains the position from which its departure was tak^ 
Again the planet traces out anew the same elliptic path, and 
thus, revolution after revolution, an identical track is traversed 
around the sun. Let us now attempt to follow the body in 
its course, and observe the history of its motion during the 
time requisite for the completion of one of its circuits. The 
dimensions of a planetary orbit are so stupendous that the 
planet must run its course very rapidly in order to finish the 
journey within the allotted tim& The earth, as we have 
already seen, has to move eighteen miles a second to ’ accom- 
plish one of its voyages round the sun in the lapse of 365} 
days. The question then arises as to whether the rate at 
which a planet moves is uniform or not Does the earth, 
finr actually move at all times with the velocity of 
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eighteen miles a second, or does our planet sometimes move 
more rapidly and sometimes more slowly, so that the average 
of dghteen miles a second is still maintained? This is a 
question of very great importance, and we are able to answer 
it in the clearest and most emphatic manner. The velocity 
of a planet is not uniform, and tiie variations of that velocity 
can be explained by the adjoining figure (Fig. 38). 

Let us first of aU imagine the planet to be situated at 
that part of its path most distant from the sun towards the 



right of the figure. In this position the body’s velocity is at 
its lowest ; as the planet begins to approach the sun the speed 
gradually improves until it attains its mean value. After this 
pdnt has bem passed, and the planet is now rapidly hunying 
oa towards the sun, the velocity with which it moves becomes 
gradually greater and greater, until at length, as it dashes 
nmnd the sun, its speed attains a maximum. After passing 
the sun, the distance of the planet from the luminary increases, 
and the velodty of the motion beg^ to abate ; gradually it 
dedinea until the mean value is again reached, and then it 
fidls still lower, until the body recedes to its greatest distance 
ftnm the sun, by which time the velocity has abated to the 
valiw from which we supposed it to commence. We thus 
observe that the neuer the jhmet is to the sun the qitioimr 
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it moves. We can, however, give numerical defimtmiess to 
the principle accotdii^; to which the velority of the planet 
vmes. The adjoining figure (Fig. 39) shows a planetary orbit, 
with, of course, the sun at the focus S. We have taken two 
portions, A B and 0 D, round the ellipse, and joined their 
extremities to the focus. Kepler’s second law may be stated 
in these words: — 

'‘Every planet moves round the sum with such a vdoeUy 
at every point, that a straight line drawn from it to the sum 
passes over equal areas im equal times” 

For example, if the two shaded portions, A B S and 



A 

Fig. 39.— Equal Areas in Equal Times. 


D C S, are equal in area, then the times occupied by the 
planet in travelling over the portions of the ellipse, A B and 
C D, are equal If the one area be greater than the other, 
then the times required are in the proportion of the areas. 

This law being admitted, the reason of the increase in 
rile planet’s velocity when it approaches the sun is at once 
apparent To accomplish a definite area when near the sun, 
a larger arc is obviously necessary thmi at other parte of the 
path. At the opposite extremity, a small arc suffices for a 
large area, and the velocity is accordingly less. 

These two laws completely prescribe the motion of a planet 
rotmd the sua The first defines the path which the planet 
pursues; the second describes how the velocity of the body 
vturies at different points along its path. But Kepler added 
to these a third law, whidi enables us to compare the move' 
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meats of two different planets revolving round the same sun. 
Before stating this law, it is necessary to explain exacoiy 
what is meant by the mean distance of a planet. In its 
elliptic path the distance from the sun to the planet is con- 
stantly changing; but it is nevertheless easy to attach a 
distinct meaning to that distance which is an average of all 
the distances. This average is called the mean distance. 
The simplest way of finding the mean distance is to add the 
greatest of these quantities to the least, and take half the 
sum. We have already defined the periodic time of the 
planet; it is the number of days which the planet requires 
for the completion of a journey round its patL Kepler's 
third law establishes a relation between the mean distances 
and the periodic times of the various planeta That rela- 
tion is stated in the following words; — 

“ The squares of the 'periodic times are proportional to the 
cubes of the mean distances." 

Kepler knew that the difterent planets had different 
periodic times; he also saw that the greater the mean dis- 
tance of the planet the greater was its periodic time, and he 
was determined to find out the connection between the two. 
It was easily found that it would not be true to say that the 
periodic time is merely proportional to the mean distance. 
Were this the case, then if one planet had a distance twice as 
great as another, the periodic time of the former would have 
i^n double that of the latter; observation showed, how- 
ever, that the periodic time of the more distant planet ex- 
ceeded twice, and was indeed nearly three times, that of the 
other. By repeated trials, which would have exhausted the 
patience of one less confident in his own sagacity, and less 
assured of the accuracy of the observations which he sought 
to interpret, Kepler at length discovered the true law, and 
expressed it in the form we have stated. 

To illustrate the nature of this law, we shall take for com- 
parison the earth and the planet Venus. If we denote the 
mean distance of the earth from the sun by unity, thrai the 
mean distance of Venus from the sun is 0*7 238. Omitting 
dedmals beyond the first place, we can represent the periodki 
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dme of the earth as 365‘3 days, and the periodic time of 
Venus as 2247 days. Now the law which Kepler asserts is 
that the square of 365 3 is to the square of 2247 in the 
same proportion as unity is to the cube of 07233. The 
reader can easily verify the truth of this identity by actual 
multiplication. It is, however, to be remembered that, as 
only four figures have been retained in the expressions of the 
periodic times, so only four figures are to be considered 
significant in making the calculations. 

The most striking manner of making the verification will 
be to regard the time of the revolution of Venus as an 
unknown quantity, and deduce it from the known revolu- 
tion of the earth and the mean distance of Venus. In this 
way, by assuming Kepler’s law, we deduce the cube of the 
periodic time by a simple proportion, and the resulting value 
of 2247 days can then be obtained. As a matter of fact, in 
the calculations of astronomy, the distances of the planets 
are usually ascertained from Kepler’s law. The periodic 
time of the planet is an element which can be measured 
with great accuracy; and once it is known, then the square 

the mean distance, and consequently the mean distance 
itself, is determined. - 

Such are the three celebrated laws of Planetary Motion, 
which have always been associated with the name of their 
discoverer. The profound skill by which these laws were 
elicited from the mass of observations, the intrinsic beauty 
of the laws themselves, their widespread generality, and the 
bond of union which they have established between the 
various members of the solar system, have given them 
quite an exceptional position in astronomy. 

As established by Kepler, these planetary laws were 
merely the results of observation. It was found, as a matter 
of fact, that the planets did move in ellipses, but Kepler 
assigned no reason why they should adopt this curve rather 
than any other. Still less was he able to offer a reason 
why these bodies should sweep over equal areas in equal 
Umes, or why that third law was invariably obeyed. The 
M they oame £rom Kepler’s hands stood out as three 
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independent truths; thoroughly established, no doubt, bitt 
unsupported by any arguments as to why these movements 
rather than any others should be appropriate for the revohi* 
tions of the planets. 

It was the crowning triumph of the great law of universal 
gravitation to remove this empirical character from Kepler’s 
laws. Newton’s grand discovery bound together the three 
isolated laws of Kepler into one beautiful doctrina He 
showed not only that those laws are true, but he showed 
why they must be true, and why no other laws could have 
beau trua He proved to demonstration in his immortal 
work, the "Ptincipia,” that the explanation of the iamous 
planetary laws was to be sought in the attraction of gravi- 
tation Newton set forth that a power of attraction resided 
in the son, and as a necessary consequence of that attrac- 
tion every planet must revolve in an elliptic orbit round the 
sun, having the sun as one focus; the radius of the planet’s 
orbit must sweep over equal areas in equal times; and in 
comparing the movements of two planets, it was necessary to 
have the squares of the perio^c times proportional to the 
cubes of the mean distances. 

As this is not a mathematical treatise, it will be impossible 
for us to discuss the proo& which Newton has given, and 
which have commanded the immediate and universal acquies- 
corce of all who have taken the trouble to understand them. 
We must here confine ourselves only to a very brief and 
general survey of the subject, which will indicate the character 
of the reasoning employed, without introducing detiuls of a 
technical character. 

Let us, in the first place, endeavour to think of a globe 
fteely poised in space, and completely isolated firom the 
influence of every other body in the universe. Let us 
imagine that this globe is set in motion by some impulse 
which starts it forwud on a rapid voyage through the realms 
of space. When the impulse ceases the globe is in motion, 
and ctmtinues to move onwards. But what will be the path 
whidi it pursues? We are so accustomed to see a stone 
chxoam into the air moving m a curved pi^h, that we 
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naturally think a body projected into free space will also 
move in a curve. A little consideration will, however, show 
that the cases are very different. In the realms of free 
space we find no conception of upwards or downwards; all 
paths are alike; there is no reason why the body should 
swerve to the right or to the left ; and hence we are led to 
surmise that in these circumstances a body, once started 
and freed from all interference, would move in a straight 
line. It is true that this statement is one which can never 
be submitted to the test of direct experiment. Circum- 
stanced as we are on the surface of the earth, we have no 
means of isolating a body from external forces. The re- 
sistance of the air, as well as friction in various other forms, 
no less than the gravitation towards the earth itself, interfere 
with our experiments. A stone thrown along a sheet of ice 
will be exposed to but little resistance, and in this case we 
see that the stone will take a straight course along the frozen 
surface. A stone similarly cast into empty space would pursue 
a course absolutely rectilinear. This we demonstrate, not by 
any attempts at an experiment which would necessarily be 
futile, but by indirect reasoning. The truth of this prin- 
ciple can never for a moment be doubted by one who has 
duly weighed the arguments which have been produced in its 
behalf 

Admitting, then, the rectilinear path of the body, the next 
question which arises relates to the velocity ■with which that 
movement is performed. The stone gliding over the smooth 
ice on a frozen lake will, as everyone has observed, travel a 
long distance before it comes to rest. There is but little 
friction between the ice and the stone, but still even on ice 
friction is not altogether absent; and as that friction always 
tends to stop the motion, the stone will at length be brought 
to rest In a voyage through the solitudes of space, a body 
experiences no friction; there is no tendency for the velocity 
to be reduced, and consequently we believe that the body 
could journey on for ever with unabated speed. No doubt 
such a statement seems at variance with our ordinaiy experi- 
ence. A sailing ship makes no progress on the sea when the 
10 
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wind dies away. A train will gradually lose its velocity when 
the steam has been turned off. A humming-top will slowly 
expend its rotation and come to rest. From such instances 
it might be plausibly argued that when the force has ceased 
to act, the motion that the force generated gradually wanes, 
and ultimately vanishea But in all these cases it will be 
found, on reflection, that the decline of the motion is to be 
attributed to the action of resisting forcea The sailing ship 
is retarded by the rubbing of the water on its sides; the 
train is checked by the friction of the wheels, and by the 
fact that it has to force its way through the air; and the 
atmospheric resistance is mainly the causo of the stopping 
of the humming-top, for if the air be withdrawn, by making 
the experiment in a vacuum, the top will continue to spin for 
a greatly lengthened period. We are thus led to admit that 
a body, once projected freely in space and acted upon by no 
external resistance, will continue to move on for ever in a 
straight line, and will preserve unabated to the end of time 
the velocity with which it originally started. This principle 
is known as the first law of motion. 

Let us apply this principle to the important question of 
the movement of the planets. Take, for instance, the case of 
our earth, and let us discuss the consequences of the first law 
of motion We know that the earth is moving each moment 
with a velocity of about eighteen miles a second, and 'the first 
law of motion assures us that if this globe were submitted to 
no external force, it would for ever pursue a straight track 
through the universe, nor would it depart from the precise 
velocity which it possesses at the present moment. But is 
the earth moving in this manner? Obviously not We have 
already found that our globe is moving roimd the sun, and 
the comprehensive laws of Kepler have given to that motion 
the most perfect distinctness and precision. The consequence 
is irresistible. The earth cannot be free from external force. 
Some potent influence on our globe must be in ceaseless action. 
That influfflice, whatever it may be, constantly deflects the 
earth from the rectilinear path which it tends to pursue, and 
constnuns it to trace out an ellipse instead of a stnught line. 
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The great problem to be solved is now easily stated. There 
must be some external agent constantly influencing the earth. 
What is that agent, whence does it proceed, and to what 
laws is it submitted? Nor is the question confined to the 
earth. Mercury and Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, un- 
mistakably show that, as they are not moving in rectilinear 
paths, they must be exposed to some force. What is this 
force which guides the planets in their paths? Before the 
time of Newton this question might have been asked in vain. 
It was the splendid genius of Newton which supplied the 
answer, and thus revolutionised the whole of modem 
science. 

The data from which the question is to be answered must 
be obtained from observation. We have here no problem 
which can be solved by mere mathematical mentation. 
Mathematics is no doubt a useful, indeed, an indispensable, 
instrument in the enquiry; but we must not attribute to 
mathematics a potency which it does not possess In a case 
of this kind, all that mathematics can do is to interpret the 
results obtained by observation. The dato from which Newton 
proceeded were the observed phenomena in the movement of 
the earth and the other planets. Those &cts had found a 
succinct expression by the aid of Kepler’s laws. It was, 
accordingly, the laws of Kepler which Newton took as the 
basis of his labours, and it was for the interpretation of 
Kepler’s laws that Newton invoked the aid of that celebrated 
mathematical reasoning which he created. 

The question is then to be approached in this way: A 
planet being subject to some external influence, we have to 
determine what that influence is, from our knowledge that 
the path of each planet is an ellipse, and that each planet 
sweeps round the sun over equal areas in equal times. The 
influence on each planet is what a mathematician would call 
a force, and a force must have a line of direction. The most 
simple conception of a force is that of a pull communicated 
along a rope, and the direction of the rope is in this case the 
direction of the force. Let us imagine that the force exerted 
<m each planet is imparted by an invisible rope. Kepler’s 
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laws will inform us with regard to the direction of this rope 
and the intensity of the strain transmitted through it. 

The mathematical analysis of Kepler’s laws would be 
beyond the scope of this volume. We must, therefore, confine 
ourselves to the results to which they lead, and omit the 
details of the reasoning. Newton first took the law which 
asserted that the planet moved over equal areas in equal 
times, and he showed by unimpeachable logic that this at 
once gave the direction in which the force acted on the planet 
He showed that the imaginary rope by which the planet is 
controlled must be invariably directed towards the sum In 
other words, the force exerted on each planet was at all times 
pointed from the planet towards the sum 

It still remained to explain the intensity of the force, and 
to show how the intensity of that force varied when the planet 
was at different points of its path. Kepler’s first law enables 
this question to be answered. If the planet’s path be elliptic, 
and if the force be always directed towards the sun at on^ 
focus of that ellipse, then mathematical analysis obliges us 
to say that the intensity of the force must vary inversely as 
the square of the distance from the planet to the sun 

The movements of the planets, in conformity with Kepler’s 
laws, would thus be accounted for even in their minutest details, 
if we admit that an attractive power draws the planet towards 
the sun, and that the intensity of this attraction varies in- 
versely as the square of the distance. Can we hesitate to say 
that such an attraction does exist ? We have seen how the earth 
attracts a falling body ; we have seen how the earth’s attrac- 
tion extends to the moon, and exphuns the revolution of the 
moon around the earth. We have now learned that the 
movement of the planets round the sun can also be explained 
as a consequence of this law of attractiom But the evidence 
in support of the law of universal gravitation is, in truth, 
much stronger than any we have yet presented. We shall 
have occasion to dwell on this matter further om We shall 
show not only how the sun attracts the planets, but how the 
planets attract each other ; and we shall find how this mutual 
attraction of the planets has led to remarkable discoveries, 
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which have elevated the law of gravitation beyond the possi- 
bility of doubt 

Admitting the existence of this law, we can show that the 
planets must revolve around the sun in elliptic paths with 
the sun in the common focus. We can show that they must 
sweep over equal areas in equal times. We can prove that 
the squares of the periodic times miist be proportional to the 
cubes of their mean distances. Still further, we can show 
how the mysterious movements of comets can be accounted 
for. By the same great law we can explain the revolutions of 
the satellites. We can account for the tides, and for other 
phenomena throughout the Solar System. Finally, we shall 
show that when we extend our view beyond the limits of our 
Solar System to the beautiful starry systems scattered through 
space, we find even there evidence of the great law of universal 
gravitation. 
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THE PLANET OF ROMANCE 

Outline of the Subject— Is Mercury the Planet nearest the Sun P— Transit of an 
Interior Planet across the Sun — Has a Transit of Vulcan ever been seenP — 
Visibility of Planets during a Total Eclipse of the Sun— Professor Watson’s 
Researches in 1878. 

Provided with a general survey of the Solar System, and 
with such an outline of the law of universal gravitation as 
the last chapter has afforded us, we commence the more 
detailed examination of the planets and their satellitea We 
shall begin with the planets nearest to the sun, and then we 
shall gradually proceed outwards to one planet after another, 
until we reach the confines of the system. We shall find 
much to occupy our attention. Each planet is itself a globe, 
and it will be for us to describe as much as is known of it. 
The satellites by which so many of the planets are accom- 
panied possess many points of interest The circumstances of 
their discovery, their sizes, their movements, and their dis- 
tances must be duly considered. It will also be found that 
the movements of the planets present much matter for reflec- 
tion and examination. We shall have occasion to show how 
the planets mutually disturb each other, and what remarkable 
consequraices have arisen from these influencea We must 
also occasionally refer to the important problems- of celestial 
measurix^ and celestial weighing. We must show how the 
sizes, the weights, and the distances of the various members 
of our system are to be discovered. The greats part of our 
task will fortunately lead us over ground which is thoroughly 
certain, and where the results have been confirmed by frequent 
observation. It happens, however, that at the very outset of 
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our oouKie we are obliged to deal witb observations which are 
far fix>m certain. The existence of a planet much closer to 
the sun than those hitherto known has been asserted by 
competent authority. The question is still unsettled, for the 
planet cannot at present be found. Hence it is that 
we have called the subject of this chapter, The Planet of 
Romance. 

It had often been thought that Mercury, long supposed to 
be the nearest planet to the sun, was perhaps not really the 
body entitled to that distinction. Mercury revolves round the 
sun at an average distance of about 36,000,000 miles. In the 
interval between it and the sun there might have been one 
or many other planets. There might have been one revolving 
at ten million miles, another at fifteen, and so on. But did 
such planets exist ? Did even one planet revolve inside the 
orbit of Mercuiy ? There were certain reasons for believing 
in such a planet. In the movements of Mercury indications 
were perceptible of an influence that it was at one time thought 
might have been accounted for by the supposition of an interior 
planet.* But there was necessarily a great difficulty about 
seeing this object. It must always be close to the sun, and 
even in the best telescope it is generally impossible to see a 
starlike point in that position. Nor could such a planet be 
seen after sunset, for under the most favourable conditions it 
would set almost immediately after the sun, and a like difficulty 
would make it invisible at sunrise. 

Our ordinary means of observing a planet have therefore 
completely failed. We are compelled to resort to extraordinary 
methods if we would seek to settle the great question as to 
the existence of the intra-Mercurial planets. There are at 
least two lines of observation which might bo expected to 
answer our purpose. 


* Beoent investigation! by Newcomb on the motion of Meicury have led to the 
Testtlt that the hypothesis of a planet or a ring of very small planets between the 
orbit of Mercury and tiie sun cannot account for the difference between theory and 
observation in the movements of Mercury. Hareer has come to the same result, 
and has shown that the disturbing element may possibly be the material of the 
Sdar Corona. 
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An opportunity for the first would arise when it happened 
that the unknown planet came directly between the earth and 
the sum . In the diagram (Fig. 40) we show the sun at the 
centre ; the internal dotted circle denotes the orbit of the un- 
known planet, which has received the name of Vulcan before 
even its very existence has been at all satisfactorily established. 
The outer circle denotes the orbit of the earth. As Vulcan 
moves more rapidly than the earth, it will frequently happen 
that the planet will overtake the earth, so that the three bodies 
will have the positions represented in the diagram. It would 
not, however, necessarily follow that Vulcan was exactly 
between the earth and the luminary. The path of the planet 
may be tilted, so that, as seen from the earth, Vulcan would 
be over or under the sun, according to circumstances. 

If, however, Vtilcan really does exist, we might expect that 
sometimes the three bodies will be directly in line, and this 
would then give the desired opportunity of making the tele- 
scopic discovery of the planet. We should expect on such an 
occasion to observe tho planet as a dark spot, moving slowly 
across the face of the sua The two other planets interior to 
the earth, namely, Mercury and Venus, are occasionally seen 
in the act of transit; and there cannot be a doubt that if 
Vulcan exists, its transits across the sun must be more 
numerous than those of Mercury, and far more numerous 
than those of Venus. On the other hand, it may reasonably 
be anticipated that Vulcan is a small globe, and as it will be 
much more distant from us than Mercury at the time of its 
transit, we could not expect that tho transit of the planet of 
romance would be at all comparable as a spectacle with those 
of either of the two other bodies we have named. 

The question arises as to whether telescopic research has 
ever disclosed anything which can be regarded as a transit of 
Vulcan. On this point it is not possible to speak with any 
certainty. It has, on more than one occasion, been asserted 
by observers that a spot has been seen traversing the sun, 
and from its shape and general appearance they have presumed 
it to have been an intra-Mercurial planet. But a close ex- 
amination of the circumstances in which such observations 
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have been made has not tended to increase confidence in this 
presumption. Such discoveries have usually been made by 
persons little familiar with telescopic observations. It is 
certainly a significant fact that, notwithstanding the diligent 
scrutiny to which the sun has been subjected during the past 
century by astronomers who have specially devoted themselves 
to this branch of research, no telescopic discovery of Vulcan 
on the sun has been announced by any really experienced 









astronomer. The last announcement of a planet having crossed 
the sun dates from 1876, and was made by a German amateur, 
but what he thought to have been a planet was promptly 
shown to have been a small sun-spot, which had been photo- 
graphed at Greenwich in the course of the daily routine work, 
and had also been observed at Madrid. From an examination of 
the whole subject, we are inclined to believe that there is not 
at this moment any reliable telescopic evidence of the transit of 
an intra-Mercurial planet over the face of the central luminary. 

But there is still another method by which we might 
reasonably hope to detect new planets in the vicinity of the 
sun. This method is, however, but seldom available. It 
is only possible when the sun is totally eclipsed. 
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When the moon is interposed directly between the earth 
and the sun, the brightness of day is temporarily exchanged 
for the gloom of night. If the sky be free from clouds the 
stars spring forth, and can be seen around the obscured sun. 
Even if a planet were quite close to the luminary it would 
be visible on such an occasion if its magnitude were com- 
parable with that of Mercury. Careful preparation is neces- 
sary when it is proposed to make a trial of this kind. The 
danger to be specially avoided is that of confounding the 
planet with the ordinary stars, which it will probably resemble. 
The late distinguished American astronomer. Professor 
Watson, specially prepared to devote himself to this re- 
search during the notable total eclipse in 1878. When the 
eclipse occurred the light of the sun vanished and the stars 
burst forth. Among them Professor Watson s/iw an object 
which to him seemed to be the long-sought intra-Mercurial 
planet. We should add that this observer also saw another 
object which he at first thought to bo .the star known as Zeta 
in the constellation Cancer, When he afterwards found that 
the recorded place of this object did not agree so well as he 
expected with the known position of this star, he came to 
the conclusion that it could not be Zeta but must be some 
other unknown planet - The relative positions of the two ob- 
jects which he deemed to be planets agree, however, sufficiently 
well, considering the difficulties of the observation, with the 
relative positions of the stars Theta and Zeta Cancri, and it 
can now hardly be doubted that Watson merely saw these 
two stars. Ho maintained, however, that he had noticed 
Theta Cancri as well as the two planets, but without 
recording its position. There is, however, a third star, 
known as 20 Cancri, near the same place, and this Watson 
probably mistook for Theta. It is necessary to record 
that Vulcan has not been observed, though specially looked 
for, during the eclipses which have occurred since 1878, 
and it is accordingly the general belief among astrono- 
mers that no planet has yet been detected within the 
orbit of Mercury. 
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Long and glorious is the record of astronomical discovery. 
The discoveries of modem days have succeeded each other 
with such rapidity, they have so often dazzled our imagina- 
tions with their brilUancy, that we are sometimes apt to 
think that astrono’mical discovery is a purely modem pro- 
duct. But no idea could be more fundamentally wrong. 
While we appreciate to the utmost the achievements of 
modem times, lot us endeavour to do justice to the labours 
of the astronomers of antiquity. 

And when wo speak of tho astronomers of antiquity, let 
us understand clearly what is meant Tho science is now 
growing so rapidly that each century witnesses a surprising 
advance ; each generation, each decade, each year, has its own 
rewards for those diligent astronomers by whom the heavens 
are so carefully scanned. We must, however, project our 
glance to a remote epoch in time past, if wo would view the 
memorable discovery of Mercury. Compared with it, the 
discoveries of Newton are to be regarded as very modem 
achievements; even tho announcement of the Copemican 
system of the heavens is itself a recent event in comparison 
with the detection of this planet now to be discussed. 
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By whom was this great discovery made? Let us see 
if the question can be answered by the examination of 
astronomical records. At the close of his memorable life 
Copernicus was heard to express his sincere regret that he 
never enjoyed an opportunity of beholding the planet Mer- 
cury. He had specially longed to see this body, the move- 
ments of which were to such a marked extent illustrative of 
the theoiy of the celestial motions which it was his immortal 
glory to have established, but ho had never been successful 
Mercury is not generally to be seen so easily as are some of 
the other planets, and it may well have been that the 
vapours from the immense lagoon at the mouth of the 
Vistula obscured the horizon at Frauenburg, where Coper- 
nicus dwelt, and thus his opportunities of viewing Mercuiy 
were probably even rarer than they are at other places. 

The existence of Mercury was certainly quite a familiar 
fact in the time of Copernicus, and therefore we must look 
to some earlier epoch for its discovery. In the scanty 
astronomical literature of the Middle Ages we find occasional 
references to the existence of this object We can trace 
observations of Mercury through remote centuries to the 
commencement of our era. Records from dates still earlier 
are not wanting, until at length we come on an observation 
which has descended to us for more than 2,000 years, having 
been made in the year 265 before the Christian era. It is 
not pretended, however, that this observation records the 
discovery of the planet. Earlier still we find the chief of the 
astronomers at Nineveh alluding to Mercury in a report 
which he made to Assurbanipal the King of Assyria. It 
does not appear in the least degree likely that the discovery 
was even then a recent one. It may have been that the 
planet was independently discovered in two or more localities, 
but all records of such discoveries are totally wanting; and 
we are ignorant alike of the names of the discoverers, of the 
nations to which they belonged, and of the epochs at which 
they lived. 

Although this discovery is of such vast antiquity, although 
it was made before correct notions were entertained as to the 
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true system of the universe, and, it is needless to add, long 
before the invention of the telescope, yet it must not be 
assumed that the detection of Mercury was by any means a 
simple or obvious matter. This will be manifest when we 
try to conceive the manner in which the discovery must 
probably have been made. 

Some primaeval astronomer, long familiar with the heavens, 
had learned to recognise the various stars and constellations. 
Experience had impressed upon him the permanence of these 
objects; he had seen that Sirius invariably appeared at the 
same seasons of the year, and he had noticed how it was placed 
with regard to Orion and the other neighbouring constellations. 
In the same manner each of the other bright stars was to him a 
iamiliar object always to be found in a particular region of 
the heavena He saw how the stars rose and set in such a 
way, that though each star appeared to move, yet the relative 
positions of the stars were incapable of alteration. No doubt 
this ancient astronomer was acquainted with Venus ; he knew 
the evening star; he knew the morning star; and he may 
have concluded that Venus was a body which oscillated from 
one side of the sun to the other 

We can easily imagine how the discovery of Mercury was 
made in the clear skies over an Eastern desert. The sim 
has set, the brief twilight has almost ceased, when lo, near 
that part of the horizon where the glow of the setting sun 
still illuminates the sky, a bright star is seen. The primaeval 
astronomer knows that there is no bright star at this place 
in the heavens. If the object of his attention be not a star, 
what, then, can it be ? Eager to examine this question, the 
heavens are watched next night, and there again, higher 
above the horizon, and more brilliant still, is the object seen 
the night before. Each successive night the body gains more 
and more lustre, until at length it becomes a conspicuous 
gem. Perhaps it will rise still higher and higher; perhaps 
it will increase till it attains the brilliancy of Venus itself. 
Such were the surmises not improbably made by those who 
first watched this object; but they were not realised. After 
a few nights of exceptional splendour tbe lustre of this 
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mysterious orb declines. The planet again draws near the 
horizon at sunset, until at length it sets so soon after the 
sun that it has become invisible. Is it lost for ever? Years 
may elapse before another opportunity of observing the object 
after sunset may be available; but then again it will be seen 
to run through the same series of changes, though, perhaps, 
under very different circumstances. The greatest height above 
the horizon and the greatest brightness both vary considerably. 

Long and careful observations must have been made before 
the primaeval astronomer could assure himself that the various 
appearances might aU be attributed to a single body. In the 
intern deserts the phenomena of sunrise must have been 
nearly as familiar as those of sunset, and in the clear skies, 
at the point whore the sunbeams were commencing to dawn 
above the horizon, a bright starlike point might sometimes be 
perceived. Each successive day this object rose higher and 
higher above the horizon before the moment of sunrise, and 
its lustre increased with the distance; then again it would 
draw in towards the sun, and return for many months to 
invisibility. Such were the data which were presented to the 
mind of the primitive astronomer. One body was seen after 
sunset, another body was seen before sunrise. To us it may 
seem an obvious inference from the observed facts that the 
two bodies were identical. The inference is a correct one, 
but it is in no sense an obvious one. Long and patient 
observation established the remarkable law that one of these 
bodies was never seen until the other had disappeared. Hence 
it was inferred that the phenomena, both at sunrise and at 
sunset, were due to the same Hbody, which oscillated to and 
fro about the sun. 

We can easily imagine that the announcement of the 
identity' of these two objects was one which would have to 
be carefully tested before it could be accepted. How are the 
tests to bo applied in a case of this kind? There can hardly 
be a doubt that the most complete and convincing demonstra- 
tion of scientific truth is found in the fulfilment of prediction. 
.When Mercury had been observed for years, a certain regularity 
in the recurrence of its visibility was noticed. Once a p^odioi^ 
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had been fully established, prediction became possible. The 
time when Mercury would be seen after sunset, the time 
when it would be seen before sunrise, could be foretold with 
accuracy! When it was found that these predictions were 
obeyed to the letter — that the planet was always seen when 
looked for in accordance with the predictions — it was impossible 
to refuse assent to the hypothesis on which these predictions 
were based. Underlying that hypothesis was the assumption 
that all the various appearances arose from the oscillations 
of a single body, and hence the discovery of Merciuy was 
established on a basis as firm as the discovery of Jupiter or 
of Venus. 

In the latitudes of the British Islands it is generally 
possible to see Mercury some time during the course of the 
year. It is not practicable to lay down, within reasonable 
limits, any general rule for finding the dates at which the 
search should bo made; but the student who is determined 
to see the planet will generally succeed with a little patience. 
He must first consult lan almanac which gives the positions 
of the body, and select an occasion when Mercury is stated 
to be an evening or a morning star. Such an occasion durii^ 
the spring months is especially suitable, as the elevation of 
Mercury above the horizon is usually greater then than at 
other seasons ; and in the evening twilight, about three- 
quarters of an hour after sunset, a view of this shy but 
beautiful object will reward the observer’s attention. 

To those astronomers who are provided with equatorial 
telescopes such instructions are unnecessary. To enjoy a 
telescopic view of Mercury, we first turn to the Nautical 
Almanac, and find the position in which the planet lies. If 
it happen to be above the horizon, we can at once direct the 
telescope to the place, and even in broad daylight the planet 
will very often be seen. The telescopic appearance of Mercury 
is, however, disappointing. Though it is much larger than 
the moon, yet it is sufficiently far off to seem insignificant 
There is, however, one feature in a view of this planet which 
would immediately attract attention. Mercury is not usually 
observed to be a circular object, but more or loss crescent- 
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shaped, like a miniature mooa The phases of the planet 
are also to be accounted ibr on exactly the same principles 
as the phases of the moon. Mercury is a globe composed, 
like our earth, of materials possessing in themselves no source 
of illumination. One hemisphere of the planet must necessarily 
be turned towards the sun, and this side is accordingly lighted 
up brilliantly by the solar rays. When we look at Mercury 
we see nothing of the non-illuminated side, and the crescent 
is due to the fore-shortened view which we obtain of the 
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Fig. 41. — The Moyement of Mercury^ showing the Variations in Phase and in 
apparent siase. When the planet is at A it is nearest to the earth, when at 
G farthest from the earth, when at b or d it is seen half illumined. 

illuminated part. The planet is such a small object that, in 
the glitter of the naked-eye view, the shape of the luminous 
body cannot be defined. Indeed, even in tho much larger 
crescent of Venus, the aid of the telescope has to be invoked 
before the characteristic form can be observed. Beyond, how- 
ever, the fact that Mercury is a crescent, and that it undei^oes 
varying phases in correspondence with the changes in its relative 
position to the earth and the sun, we cannot see much of 
the planet. It is too small and too bright to admit of easy 
delineation of details on its surface. No doubt attempts have 
been made, and observations have been recorded, as to certain 
very faint and indistinct markings on the planet, but such 
statements must be received with great hesitation. 

The facts which have been thoroughly established with 
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regard to Mercury are mainly numerical statements as to the 
p8ith it describes around the sun. The time taken by the 
planet to complete one of its revolutions is eighty-eight days 
nearly. The average distance from the sun is about 36,000,000 
miles, and the mean velocity with which the body moves is 
over twenty-nine miles a second. We have already alluded 
to the most characteristic and remarkable feature of the orbit 
of Mercury. That orbit differs from the paths of all the 
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other large planets by its much greater departure from the 
circular form. In the majority of cases the planetary orbits 
are so little elliptic that a diagram of the orbit drawn accurately 
to scale would not be perceived to differ from a circle unless 
careful measurements were made. In the case of Mercury the 
circumstances are different. The elliptic form of the path 
would be quite unmistakable by the most casual observer. 
The distance from the sun to the planet fluctuates between 
very considerable limits. The lowest value it can attain is 
about 29,000,000 miles ; the highest value is about 43,000,000 
miles. In accordance with Kepler's second law, the velocity 
of the planet must exhibit corresponding changes. It must 
sweep rapidly around that part of his path near the sun, and 
more slowly round the remote parts of his path. The greatest 
11 
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velocity is about thirty-five miles a second, and the least is 
twenty-three miles a second. 

For an adequate conception of the movements of Mercury 
we ought not to dissociate the velocity from the true dimen- 
sions of the body by which it is performed. No doubt a 
speed of twenty-nine miles a second is enormous when com- 
pared with the velocities with which daily life makes us 
familiar. The speed of the planet is not less than a hundred 
times as great as the velocity of the rifle bullet. But when 
we compare the sizes of the bodies with their velocities, the 
velocity of Mercury seems relatively much less than that of 
the bullet A rifle bullet traverses a distance equal to its own 
diameter many thousands of times in a second. But even 
though Mercury is moving so much faster, yet the dimensions 
of the planet are so considerable that a period of two minutes 
will be required for it to move through a distance equal to 
its diameter. Viewing the globe of the planet as a whole, the 
velocity of its movement is but a stately and dignified progress 
appropriate to its dimensions. 

As we can learn little or nothing of the true surface of 
Mercury, it is utterly impossible for us to say whether life 
can exist on the surface of that planet. We may, however, 
reasonably conclude that there cannot be life on Mercury 
in any respect analogous to the life which we know on the 
earth. The heat of the sun and the light of the sun beat 
down on Mercury with an intensity many times greater than 
that which we experience. When this planet is at its utmost 
distance from the sun the intensity of solar radiation is even 
then more than four times greater than the greatest heat 
which ever reaches the earth. But when Mercury, in the course 
of its remarkable changes of distance, draws in to the warm- 
est part of its orbit, it is exposed to a terrific scorching. The 
intensity of the sun’s heat must then be not less than nine 
times as great as the greatest radiation to which we are 
exposed. 

These tremendous climatic changes succeed each other 
much more rapidly than do the variations of our seasons, 
Qn Mercury the interval between midsummer and midwinter 
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is only forty-four days, while the whole year is only eighty- 
uight days. Such rapid variations in solar heat must in them- 
selves exercise a profound effect on the habitability of Mercury. 
Mr. Ledger well remarks, in his interesting work,* that if 
there be inhabitants on Mercury the notions of “perihelion” 
and "aphelion,” which are here often r^arded as expressing 
ideas of an intricate or recondite character, must on the sur- 
face of that planet bo familiar to everybody. The words imply 
“ near the sun,” and “ away from the sun ; ” but we do not 
associate these expressions with any obvious phenomena, 
because the changes in the distance of the earth from the 
sun are inconsiderable. But on Mercury, where in six weeks 
the sun rises to more than double his apparent size, and g^ves 
more than double the quantity of light and of heat, such 
changes as are signified by perihelion and aphelion embody 
ideas obviously and intimately connected with the whole 
economy of the planet. 

It is nevertheless rash to found any inferences as to 
climate merely upon the proximity or the remoteness of the 
sun. Climate depends upon other matters besides the sun’s 
distance. The atmosphere surrounding the earth has a pro- 
found influence on heat and cold, and if Mercury have an 
atmosphere — as has often been supposed — ^its climate may be 
thereby modified to any necessary extent. It seems, however, 
hardly possible to suppose that any atmosphere could form 
an adequate protection for the inhabitants from the violent 
and rapid fluctuations of solar radiation. All we can say is, 
that the problem of life in Mercury belongs to the class of 
imsolved, and perhaps unsolvable, mysteries. 

It was in the year 1629 that Kepler made an important 
announcement as to impending astronomical events. He had 
been studying profoundly the movements of the planets ; and 
from his study of the past ho had ventured to predict the 
future. Kepler announced that in the year 1631 the planets 
Venus and Mercury would both make a transit across the sun, 
and he assigned the dates to be November 7th for Mercury, 
and DecemW 6th for Venus. This was at the time a very 
* “The Sun : its Pleneto, and their SatelUtea.” liondon ; 1882 (page 147). 
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remarkable prediction. We are so accustomed to turn to our 
almanacs and learn from them all the astronomical phenomena 
which are anticipated during the year, that we are apt to forget 
how in early times this was impossible. It has only been by 
slow degrees that astronomy has been rendered so perfect as 
to enable us to foretell, with accuracy, the occurrence of the 
more delicate phenomena. The pre^ction of those transits 
by Kepler, some years before they occurred, was justly regarded 
at the time as a most remarkable achievement. 

The illustrious Gassendi prepared to apply the test of 
actual observation to the announcements of Kepler. We can 
now assign the time of the transit accurately to within a few 
minutes, but m those early attempts equal precision was not 
practicable. Gassendi considered it necessary to commence 
watching for the transit of Mercury two whole days before 
the time indicated by Kepler, and he had arranged an in> 
genious plan for making his observations. The light of the 
sun was admitted into a darkened room through a hole in 
the shutter, and an image of the sun was formed on a white 
screen by a lens. This is, indeed, an admirable and a very 
pleasing way of studying the surface of the sun, and even 
at the present day, with our best telescopes, one of the 
methods of viewing our luminary is founded on the same 
principle. 

Gassendi commenced his watch on the 5th of November, 
and carefully studied the sun’s image at every available oppor- 
tunity. It was not, however, until five hours after the time 
assigned by Kepler that the transit of Mercury actually com- 
menced. Gassendi’s preparations ‘had been m^e with all the 
resources which he could command, but these resources seem 
very imperfect when compared wi£h the appliances of oujr 
modem observatories. He was anxious to note the time when 
the planet appeared, and for this purpose he had stationed 
an assistant in the room beneath, who was to observe the 
altitude of the sun at the moment indicated by Gassendi. 
The signal to the assistant was to be conveyed by a very 
primitive apparatus. Gassendi was to stamp on the floor 
when the critical moment had arrived. In spite of the long 
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delay, which exhausted the patience of the assistant, some 
valuable observations were obtained, and thus the first passage 
of a planet across the sun was observed. 

The transits of Mercury are not rare phenomena (there 
were thirteen of them during the nineteenth century), and 
they are chiefiy of importance on account of the accuracy 
which their observation infuses into our calculations of the 
movements of the planet. It has often been hoped that the 
opportunities afforded by a transit would be available for pro- 
curing information as to the physical character of the globe 
of Mercury, but these hopes have not been realised. 

Spectroscopic observations of Mercury are but scanty. They 
seem to indicate that water vapour is a probable constituent 
in the atmosphere of Mercury, as it is in our own. 

A distinguished Italian astronomer, Professor Schiaparelli, 
some years ago announced a remarkable discovery with respect 
to the rotation of the planet Mercury. He found that the 
planet rotates on its axis in the same period as it revolves 
round the sua The practical consequence of the identity 
between these two periods is that Mercury always turns the 
same face to the sun. If our earth were to rotate in a 
similar fashion, then the hemisphere directed to the sun 
would enjoy eternal day, while the opposite hemisphere would 
be relegated to perpetual night According to this discovery 
Mercury revolves round the sun in the same way as the 
moon revolves around the earth. As the velocity with which 
Mercury travels round the sun is very variable, owing to the 
highly elliptic shape of its orbit, while the rotation about its 
axis is performed with uniform speed, it follows that rather 
more than a hemisphere (about five-eighths of the surface) 
enjoys more or less the light of the sun in the course of a 
Mercurial year. 

This importimt discovery of Schiaparelli has been con- 
firmed by the well-known American astronomer, Mr. Percival 
Lowell, who observed the planet under very favourable con- 
ditions with a redactor of twenty-four inches aperture. He has 
detected on the globe of Mercury certain narrow, dark lines, 
the very slow shifting of which points to a period of rotation 
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about its axis exactly coincident with the period of revolution 
round the sun. The same observer shows that the axis of 
rotation of Mercury is perpendicular to the plane of the orbit 
Mr. Lowell has perceived no sign of clouds or obscimitions, 
and indeed no indication of any atmospheric envelope ; the 
surface of Mercury is colourless, “a geography in black and 
white.” 

We may assert that there is a strong d priori probability 
in fe.vour of the reality of Schiaparelli’s discovery. Mercury, 
being one of the planets devoid of a moon, will be solely 
influenced by the sun in so far as tidal phenomena are con- 
cerned. Owing, moreover, to the proximity of Mercury to 
the sun, the solar tides on that planet possess an especial 
vehemence. As the tendency of tides is to make Mercury 
present a constant face to the sun, there need be little hesi- 
tation in accepting testimony that tides have wrought exactly 
the result that we know they were competent to perform. It 
must, however, bo admitted that in a matter requiring such 
excessively delicate observation, a certain amount of hesitation 
in accepting Schiaparelli’s discovery is not unreasonable. 

Here we take leave of the planet Mercury — an interesting 
and beautiful object, which stimulates our intellectual curiosity 
while at the same time it eludes our attempts to make a 
closer acquaintance. There is, however, one point of attain- 
able knowledge which we must mention in conclusion. It is 
a diflicult, but not by any means an impossible task to weigh 
Mercury in the celestial balance, and determine his mass in 
comparison with the other globes of our system. This is a 
delicate operation, but it leads us through some of the most 
interesting paths of astronomical discovery. The weight of 
the planet, as recently determined by Backlund, is about one 
thirty-second part of the weight of the earth, but the result 
is more uncertain than the determinations of the mass of any 
of the other larger planets. 
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The Scale of the Solar System— Orbits of the Earth and Venus not in the 
same Plane — Recurrence of the Transits in Pairs — Appearance of Venus in 
Transit — Transits of 1874 and 1882 — The Early Transits of 1631 and 1639 — 
The Observations of Horrocks and Crabtree — The Announcement of Halley — 
How the Track of the Planet differs from Different Places— Illustrations of 
Parallax — Voyage to Otaheite — The Result of Encke— Probable Value of the 
Sun’s Distance — Observations at Dunsink of the Last Transit of Venus— 
The Question of an Atmosphere to Venus — Other Determinations of the Sun’s 
Distance — Statistics about Venus. 


It might, for one reason, have been not inappropriate to have 
commenced onr review of the planetary system by the 
description of the planet Venus. This body is not especially 
remarkable for its size, for there are other planets hundreds 
of times larger. The orbit of Venus is no doubt larger than 
that of Mercury, but it is much smaller than that of the 
outer planets. Venus has not even the splendid retinue of 
minor attendants which gives such dignity and such interest 
to the mighty planets of our system. Yet the fact still 
remains that Venus is peerless among the planetary host 
We speak not now of celestial bodies only seen in the tele- 
scope; we refer to the ordinary observation which detected 
Venus ages before telescopes were invented. 

Who has not been delighted with the view of this glorious 
object ? It is not to be seen at all timea For months tt^ther 
the star of evening is hidden from mortal gaze. Its beauties 
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are even enhanced by the caprice and the uncertainty which 
attend its appearance. We do not say that there is any 
caprice in the movements of Venus, as known to those who 
diligently consult their almanacs. The movements of the 
lovely planet are there prescribed with a prosaic detail hardly 
in harmony with the character usually ascribed to the Goddess 
of Love. But to those who do not devote particular attention 
to the stars, the very unexpectedness of its appearance is 
one of its greatest charms. Venus has not been noticed, not 
been thought of, for many months. It is a beautifully clear 
evening; the sun has just set. The lover of nature turns to 
admire the sunset, as every lover of nature will In the 
golden glory of the west a beauteous gem is seen to glitter; 
it is the evening star — the planet Venus. A few we^ks later 
another beautiful sunset is seen, and now the planet is no 
longer a point low down in the western glow; it has risen 
high above the horizon, and continues a brilliant object long 
after the shades of night have descended. Again, a little later, 
and Venus has gained its full brilliancy and splendour. All 
the heavenly host — even Sirius and even Jupiter — must pale 
before the splendid lustre of Venus, the unrivalled queen of 
the firmament 

After weeks of splendour, the height of Venus at sunset 
diminishes, and its lustre begins gradually to decline. It sinks 
to invisibility, and is forgotten by the great majority of man- 
kind; but the capricious goddess has only moved from one 
side of the sky to the other. Ere the sun rises, the morning 
star will be seen in the east. Its splendour gradually aug- 
ments until it rivals the beauty of the evening star. 
Then again the planet draws -near to the sun, and remains 
lost to view for many months, until the same cycle of 
changes recommences, after an interval of a year and seven 
months. 

When Venus is at its brightest it can be easily seen in 
broad daylight with the unaided eye. This striking spectacle 
proclaims in an unmistakable manner the unrivalled supremacy 
of this planet as compared with its fellow-planets and with 
the fixed stars. Indeed, at this time Venus is from forty 
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to sixty times more brilliant than any stellar object in the 
northern heavens. 

The beautiful evening star is often such a very conspicuous 
object that it may seem difficult at first to realise that the 
body is not self-luminoua Yet it is impossible to doubt that 
the planet is really only a dark globe, and to that extent 
resembles our ovn earth. The brilliance of the planet is 
not so veiy much greater than that of the earth on a sun- 
shiny day. The splendour of Venus entirely arises from the 
reflected light of the sun, in the manner already explained 
with respect to the moon. 

We cannot distinguish the characteristic crescent shape 
of the planet with the unaided eye, which merely shows a 
brilliant point too small to possess sensible form. This is to 
be explained on physiological grounds. The optical contri- 
vances in the eye form on the retina an iint^e of the planet 
which is necessarily very small. Even when Venus is nearest 
to the earth the diameter of the planet subtends an angle 
not much more than one minute of arc. On the delicate 
membrane a picture of Venus is thus drawn about one 
six-thousandth part of an inch in diameter. Great as may be 
the delicacy of the retina, it is not adequate to the perception 
of form in a picture so minute. The nervous structure, which 
has been described as the source of vision, forms too coarse 
a canvas for the reception of the details of this tiny picture. 
Hence it is that to the unaided eye the brilliant Venus 
appears merely as a bright spot Ordinary vision cannot 
tell what shape it has ; still less can it reveal the true beauty 
of the crescent 

If the diameter of Venus were several times as great as 
it actually is ; were this body, for instance, as large as Jupiter 
or some of the other great planets, then its crescent could be 
readily discerned by the unaided eye. It is curious to speculate 
on what might have been the history of astronomy had Venus 
only been as large as Jupiter. Were everyone able to see 
the crescent form without a telescope, it would then have 
been an elementary and almost obvious truth that Venus 
must be a dark body revolving round the sun. The analogy 
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between Venus and our earth would have been at once per- 
ceived; and the doctrine which was left to be discovered by 
Copernicus in comparatively modem times might not improbably 
have been handed down to us with the other discoveries which 
have come from the ancient nations of the East. 



Fig. 43, —Venus, May 29th, 1889. 


Perhaps the most perfect drawing of Venus that has 
been hitherto obtained is that made (Fig. 43) by Professor 
E. E Barnard, on 29th May, 1889, with a 12-inch equatorial, 
at the Lick Observatory, which for this purpose and on this 
occasion Professor Barnard found to bo superior to the 36-inch. 
The markings shown seem undoubtedly to exist on the planet, 
and in 1897 Professor Barnard writes ; “ The circumstances under 
which this drawing was made are memorable with me, for I 
never afterwards had such perfect conditions to observe Venua” 
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In Fig. 44 we show three views of Venus under different 
aspects. The planet is so much closer to the earth when the 
crescent is seen, that it appears to be part of a much larger 
circle than that made by Venus when more nearly full This 
drawing shows the different aspects of the globe in their true 
relative proportions. It is very difficult to perceive distinctly 
any markings on the brilliantly lighted surface. Sometimes 
observers have seen spots or other features, and occasionally 
the pointed extremities of the horns have been irregular, as 
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if to show that the surface of Venus is not smooth. Some 
observers report having seen white spots at the poles of Venus, 
in some degree resembling the more conspicuous features of 
the same character to be seen on Mars. 

As it is so very difficult to see any markings on Venus, 
we are hardly yet able to give a definite answer to the important 
question as to the period of rotation of this planet round its 
axis. Various observers during the last two hundred years 
have from very insufficient data concluded that Venus rotated 
in about twenty-three hours. Schiaparelli, of Mflan, turned 
his attention to this planet in 1877 and noticed a dark shade 
and two bright spots, all situated not ffir from the southern 
end of the crescent. , This most painstaking astronomer watched 
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these toarkings for three months, and found that there was 
no change perceptible in the position which they occupied. 
This was particularly the case when he continued his watch for 
some consecutive hours. This fact seemed to show conclusively 
that Venus could not rotate in twenty-three hours nor in any 
other short period. Week after week the spots remained un- 
altered, until Schiaparelli felt convinced that his observations 
could only be reconciled with a period of rotation between six 
and nine months. He naturally concluded that the period was 
225 days — that is to say, the period which Venus takes to 
complete one revolution round the sun ; in other words, Venus, 
like Mercuiy, always turns the same face to the stm. 

This remarkable result was confirmed by observations made 
at Nice ; but it has been vigorously assailed by several observers, 
who maintain that their own drawings can only agree with 
a period about equal to that of the rotation of our own earth. 
Schiaparelli’s result is, however, well supported by Mr. Perci- 
val Lowell. He has published a number of drawings of Venus 
made with his 24-inch refractor, and he finds that the rotation 
is performed in the same time as the planet’s orbital revolution, 
the axis of rotation being perpendicular to the plane of the 
orbit The markings seen by Mr. Lowell were long and 
streaky, and they were always visible whenever his own 
atmospheric conditions were &irly good. 

We have shown that the moon revolves so as to keep the 
same face always turned towards the earth. We have now 
seen that the planets Venus and Mercury each appear to revolve 
in such a way that they keep the same face towards the sun. 
All these phenomena are of profound interest in the higher 
departments of astronomical research. They are not mere 
coincidences It has been already mentioned that they arise 
from the tides, which, form the subject of a later chapter. 

It happens that our earth and Venus are very nearly 
equal in bulk. The difference is hardly perceptible, but the 
earth has a diameter a few miles greater than that of Venus 
There are indications of the existence of an atmosphere around 
Venus, and the evidence of the spectroscope shows that water 
vapour is ^obably present 
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If there be oxygen in the atmosphere of Venus, then it 
'would seem possible that there might be life on that globe not 
essentially different in character from some forms of life on the 
earth. No doubt the sun’s heat on Venus is greatly in excess 
of the sun’s heat with which we are acquainted, but this 
is not an insuperable difficulty. We see at present on 
the earth, life in very hot regions and life in very cold 
regions. Indeed, with each approach to the Equator we find 
life more and more exuberant ; so that, if water be present on 
the surface of Venus and if oxygen be a constituent of its 
atmosphere, we might expect to find in that planet a luxuriant 
tropical life, of a kind perhaps analogous in some respects 
to life on the earth. 

In our account of the planet Mercury, as well as in the 
brief description of the hypothetical planet Vulcan, it has 
been necessary to allude to the phenomena presented by the 
transit of a planet over the face of the sun Such an event 
is always of interest to astronomers, and especially so in the 
case of Venua We have in recent years had the opportunity 
of witnessing two of these rare occurrencea It is perhaps not 
too much to assert that the transits of 1874 and 1882 have 
received a degree of attention never before accorded to any 
astronomical phenomenon. 

The transit of Venus cannot be described as a very striking 
or beautiful spectacle. It is not nearly so fine a sight as a 
great comet or a shower of shooting stara Why, then, is 
the transit regarded as of so much scientific importance? It 
is because the phenomenon helps us to solve one of the greatest 
problems which has ever engaged the mind of man. By the 
transit of Venus we may determine the scale on which our 
solar S 3 rstem is constructed Truly this is a noble problem. 
Let us dwell upon it for a moment In the centre of our 
i^stem we have the sun — a majestic globe more than a 
million times as large as the eartk Circling round the sun 
we have the planets, of which our earth is but ona There 
ate hundreds ^ small planets. There are a few comparable 
with our earth; there are others vastly surpassing the earth. 
Besides the planets there ate other bodies in our system. 
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Many of the planets are accompanied by systems of revolving 
moons. There are hundreds, perhaps thousands, of comets. 
Each member of this stupendous host moves in a prescribed 
orbit around the sun, and collectively they fonn the solar 
system. 

It is comparatively easy to loam the proportions of this 
system, to measure the relative distances of the planets from 
the sun, and even the relative sizes of the planets themselves. 
Peculiar difficulties are, however, experienced when we seek 
to ascertain the actual size of the system as well as its shape. 
It is this latter question which the transit of Venus offers us 
a method of solving. 

Look, for instance, at an ordinary map of Europe. We 
see the various countries laid down with precision: we can 
tell the courses of the rivers ; we can say that France is larger 
than England, and Russia larger than France; but no matter 
how perfectly the map be constructed, something else is 
necessary before we can have a complete conception of the 
dimensions of the country. We must know the scale on which 
tlw map is drawn. The map contains a reference line with 
certain marks upon it. This lino is to give the scale of the 
map. Its duty is to tell us that an inch on the map corresponds 
with so many miles on the actual surface. Unless it be 
supplemented by the scale, the map would be quite useless 
for many purposes. Suppose that we consulted it in order 
to choose a route from London to Vienna, we can see at once 
the direction to be taken and the various towns and countries 
to be traversed ; but unless we refer to the little scale in the 
comer, the map will not tell how many miles long the journey 
is to be. 

A map of the solar system can be readily constructed. We 
can draw on it the orbits of some of the planets and of their 
satellites, and we can include many of the comets. We can 
assign to the planets and to the orbits their proper proportions. 
But to render the map quite efficient something more is 
necessary. We must have the scale which is to tell us how 
many millions of miles on the heavens correspond to one 
inch of the map. It is at this point we encounter a difficulty. 
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There are, however, several ways of solving the problem, though 
they are all difficult and laborious. The most celebrated method 
(though far from the best) is that presented on an occasion 
of the transit of Venus. Herein, then, lies the importance of 
this rare event. It is one of the best-known means of finding 
the actual scale on which our system is constructed. Observe 
the full importance of the problem. Once the scale has been 
determined, then all is known. We know the size of the 
sun; we know his distance; we know tho bulk of Jupiter, 
and the distances at which his satellites revolve ; wo know 
the dimensions of tho comets, and the number of miles to 
which they recede in their wanderings; we know the velocity 
of tho shooting stars; and we learn tho important lesson 
that our earth is but one of the minor members of the 
sun’s family. 

As the path of Venus lies inside that of the earth, and 
as Venus moves more quickly than the earth, it follows that 
tho earth is frequently passed by the planet, and just at the 
critical moment it will sometimes happen that the earth, the 
planet, and the sun lie in tho same straight line. We can 
then see Venus on tho face of the sun, and this is the 
phenomenon Avhich we call the transit of Venus. It is, indeed, 
quite plain that if the three bodies were exactly in a line, 
an observer on tho earth, looking at the planet, would see 
it brought out vividly against the brilliant background of 
the sun. 

Considering that the earth is overtaken by Venus once 
every nineteen months, it might seem that the transits of 
the planet should occur with corresponding frequency. This 
is not the case; the transit of Venus is an exceedingly rare 
occurrence, and a hundred years or more will often elapse 
without a single one taking place. The rarity of these 
phenomena arises from the fact that tho path of the planet 
is inclined to the plane of the earth’s orbit; so that for half 
of its path Venus is above the plane of tho earth’s orbit, 
and in the other half it is below. When Venus overtakes 
the earth, the line from the earth to Venus wiU therefore 
usually pass over or under the sun. If, however, it should 
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happen that Venus overtakes the earth at or near either of 
the points in which the plane of the orbit of Venus passes 
through that of the earth, then the three bodies will be in 
line, and a transit of Venus will be the consequenca The 
rarity of the occurrence of a transit need no longer be a 
mystery. The earth passes through one of the critical parts 
every December, and through the other every June. If it 
happens that the conjimction of Venus occurs on, or close 
to, June 6th or December 7th, then a transit of Venus will 
occur at that conjunction, but in no other circuinstcmcea 

The most remarkable law with reference to the repetition 
of the phenomenon is the well-known eight-year interval. 
The transits may be all grouped together into pairs, the two 
transits of any single pair being separated by an interval of 
eight years. For instance, a transit of Venus took place in 
1761, and again in 1769. No further transits occurred until 
those witnessed in 1874 and in 1882. Then, again, comes a 
long interval, for the next transit will not occur imtil 2004, but 
it will be followed by another in 2012. 

This arrangement of the transits in pairs admits of a very 
simple explanation. It happens that the periodic time of 
Venus bears a remarkable relation to the periodic time of the 
earth. The planet accomplishes thirteen revolutions around 
the sun in very nearly the same time that the earth requires 
for eight revolutions. If, therefore, Venus and the earth were 
in line with the sun in 1874, then in eight years more the 
earth will again be found in the same place; and so will 
Venus, for it has just been able to accomplish thirteen revolu- 
tions. A transit of Venus having occurred on the first occasion, 
a transit must also occur on the second. 

It is not, however, to be supposed that every eight years 
the planets will again resume the same position with sufficient 
precision for a r^lar eight-year transit interval It is only 
approximately true that thirteen revolutions of Venus are 
coincident with eight revolutions of the earth. Each re- 
currrace of conjunction takes place at a slightly different 
position of the planets, so that when the two planets came 
t<^ther again in the year 1890 the point of conjunction 
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was so far removed from tho critical point that the line from 
the earth to Venus did not intersect the sun, and thus, although 
Venus passed very near the sun, yet no transit took place. 



Fig. 45.— Venus on the Sun at the Transit of 1874. 


Fig. 46 represents the transit of Venus in 1874. It is 
taken from a photograph obtained, during the occurrence, by 
M. Janssen. His telescope vras directed towards the sun 
during the eventful minutes while it lasted, and thus an 
image of the sun was depicted on the photographic plate 
placed in the telescope. The large circle represents the 
disc of the sua On that disc we see the round, sharp image 
12 
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of Venus, showing the characteristic appearance of the planet 
during the progress of the transit. The only other features 
to be noticed are a few of the solar spots, rather dimly 
shown, and a network of lines which were marked on a glass 
plate across the field of view of the telescope to facilitate 
measurements. 

The adjoining sketch (Fig. 46) exhibits the course which the 
planet pursued in its passage across the sun on the two occasions 
in 1874 and 1882. Our generation has had the good fortune to 
witness the two occurrences indicated on this picture. The 
white circle denotes the disc of the sun ; after the first contact 
the planet crosses the sun’s matgin and gradually encroaches on 
the brilliant surface. Slowly but steadily the planet advances 
until the phase of second contact, when after about half-an-hour 
the black disc is entirely visible. Slowly the planet wends 
its way across, followed by hundreds of telescopes from every 
accessible part of the globe whence the phenomenon is visible, 
until at length, in the course of a few hours, it emeiges at 
the other side. 

It will be useful to take a brief retrospect of the different 
transits of Venus of which there is any historical record. 
They are not numeroius. Hundreds of such phenomena have 
occurred since man first came .on the earth. It was not 
until the approach of the year 1631 that attention began to 
be directed to the matter, though the transit which un- 
doubtedly occurred in that year was not noticed by any- 
ona The success of Gassendi in observing the transit of 
Mercury, to which wo have referred in the last chapter, led 
him to hope that he would be equally fortunate in observing 
the transit of Venus, which Kepler had also foretold. Gas- 
sendi looked at the sun on the 4th, 5th, and 6th December. 
He looked at it again on the 7 th, but he saw no sign of 
the planet. We now know the reason. The transit of Venus 
took place during the night, between the 6th and the 7 th. 
and must therefore have been invisible to European observers. 

Kepler had not noticed that another transit would occur 
in 1639. This discovery was made by another astronomer, 
and it is the one with which the history of the subject may 
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be said to commenco. It was the first occasion on which the 
phenomenon was ever actually witnessed; nor was it then 
seen by many. So &r as is known, it was witnessed by 
only two persons. 

A young and ardent English astronomer, named fiorrocks, 
had undertaken some computations about the motions of 



Fig. 46. —The Path of Venus across the Sun in the Transits of 1874 and 1882, 


Venus. He made the discoveiy that the transit of Venus 
would be repeated in 1639, and he prepared to verify the 

tact The sun rose bright on the morning of the day — 

which happened to be a Sunday. The clerical profession, 

which Horrocks followed, here came into collision with his 

desires as an astronomer. Ho tells us that at nine he was 
called away by bu.siness of the highest importance — referring, 
no doubt, to his official duties; but the service was quickly 
performed, and a little before ten he was again on the watch, 
only to find the brilliant fiice of the sun without any unusual 
feature It was marked with a spot, but nothing that could 
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be mistaken for a planet Again, at noon, came an interrup- 
tion ; he went to church, but he was back by one. Nor were 
these the only impediments to his observations. The sun 
was also more or less clouded over during part of the day. 
However, at a quarter past three in the afternoon his clerical 
work was over; the clouds had dispersed, and he once more 
resumed his observations. To his intense delight he then 
saw on the sun the round, dark spot, which was at once 
identified as the planet Venus. The observations could not 
last long; it was the depth of winter, and the sun was 
rapidly setting. Only half an hour was available, but he had 
made such careful preparations beforehand that it sufficed to 
enable him to secure some valuable measurements. 

Horrocks had previously acquainted his friend, William 
Crabtree, with the impending occurrence. Crabtree was 
therefore on the watch, and succeeded in seeing the transit ; 
a striking picture of Crabtree's famous observation is shown 
in one of the beautiful frescoes in the Town Hall at Man- 
chester. But to no one else had Horrocks communicated 
the intelligence; as he says, “I hope to be excused for not 
informing other of my friends of the expected phenomenon, 
but most of them care little for trifles of this kind, rather 
preferring their hawks «id hounds, to say no worse; and 
although England is not without votaries of astronomy, with 
some of whom I am acquainted, I was unable to convey to 
them the agreeable tidings, having myself had so little 
notice.” 

It was not till long afterwards that the hill importance 
of the transit of Venus was appreciated. Nearly a century 
had rolled away when the great astronomer, Halley (1666 — 
1742), drew attention to the subject The next transit was 
to occur in 1761, and forty-five years before that event 
Halley explained his celebrated method of finding the dis- 
tance of the sun by means of the transit of Venus.* He 
was then a man sixty years of age ; he could have no expect- 
ation that he would live to witness the event; but in noble 

* James Gregory, in a book on optics written in 1667, bad already suggested the 
me of thep^ramit of Venm for this purpose. 
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language he commends the problem to the notice of the 
learned, and thus addresses the Royal Society of London: — 
“And this is what I am now desirous to lay before this 
illustrious Society, which I foretell will continue for ages, that 
I may explain beforehand to young astronomers, who may, 
perhaps, live to observe these things, a method by which 
the immense distance of the sun may be truly obtained. . . . 
I recommend it, therefore, again and again to those curious 
astronomers who, when I am dead, will have an opportunity 
of observing these things, that they would remember this 
my admonition, and diligently apply themselves with all 
their might in making the observations, and I earnestly wish 
them all imaginable success — in the first place, that they 
may not by the unseasonable obscurity of a cloudy sky be 
deprived of this most desirable sight, and then that, having 
ascertained with more exactness the magnitudes of the 
planetary orbits, it may redound to their immortal fame and 
glory.” Halley lived to a good old age, but he died nineteen 
years before the transit occurred. 

The student of astronomy who desires to leani how the 
transit of Venus will tell the distance from the sun must 
prepare to encounter a geometrical problem of no little com- 
plexity. We cannot give to the subject the detail that would 
be requisite for a full cxplamition. All wc can attempt is to 
render a general account of the method, sufficient to enable 
the reader to see that the transit of Venus really does contain 
all the elements necessary for the solution of the problem. 

We must first explain clearly the conception which is 
known to astronomers by the name of paraUax ; for it is by 
parallax that the distance of the sun, or, indeed, the distance 
of any other celestial body, must be determined. Let us take 
a simple illustration. Stand near a window whence you 
can look at buildings, or the trees, the clouds, or any distant 
objects. Place on the glass a thin strip of paper vertically 
in the middle of one of the panes. Close the right eye, and 
note with the left eye the position of the strip of paper 
relatively to the objects in the background. Then, while 
still remaining in the same position, close the left eye and 
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again observe the position of the strip of paper with the 
right eye. You will find that the portion of the paper on 
the ba^ground has changed. As 1 sit in my study and 
look out of the window I see a strip of paper, with my right 
eye, in front of a certain bough on a tree a couple of hundred 
yards away; with my left eye the paper is no longer in 
front of that bough, it has moved to a position near the 
outline of the tree. This apparent displacement of the strip of 
paper, relatively to the distant background, is what is called 
parallax. 

Move closer to the window, and repeat the observation, 
and you find that the apparent displacement of the drip 
increoMSi. Move away from the window, and the displace- 
ment decreases. Move to the other side of the room, the 
displacement is much less, though probably still visible. We 
thus see that the change in the apparent place of the strip 
of paper, as viewed with the right eye or the left eye, varies 
in amount as the distance changes; but it varies in the 
opposite way to the distance, for as either becomes greater 
the other becomes less. We can thus associate with each 
particular distance a corresponding particular displacement 
From this it will be easy to infer that if wo have the means of 
measuring the amount of displacement, then we have the means 
of calculating the distance from the observer to the window. 

It is this principle, applied on a gigantic scale, which 
enables us to measure the distances of the heavenly bodies. 
Look, for instance, at the planet Yenus; let this correspond 
to the strip of paper, and let the sun, on which Yenus is 
seen in the act of transit, be the background. Instead of the 
two eyes of the observer, we now place two observatories in 
distant r^ons of the earth; we look at Yenus from one 
observatory, we also look at it from the other; we measure 
the amount of the displacement, and from that we calculate 
the distance of the planet All depends, then, on the means 
which we have of measuring the ^placement of Yenus as 
viewed from the two different stations. There are various 
ways of accomplishing this, but the most simple is that 
originally proposed by Halley* 
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From the observatory at a Venus seems to pursue the upper 
of the two tracks shown in the adjoining figure (Fig. 47). From 
the .observatory at b it follows the lower track, and it is ibr 
IS to measure the distance between the two tracks. This 
can be accomplished in several ways. Suppose the observer 
at A notes the time that Venus has occupied in crossing the 



Fig. 47. —To Illustrate the Observation of the Transit of Venus from Two 
Localities, a and b, on the Earth. 


disc, and that similar observations be made at b. As the 
track seen from B is the larger, it must follow that the time 
observed at b will be greater than that at A. When the 
observations from the different hemispheres are compared, 
the times observed will enable the lengths of the tracks to 
be calculated. The lengths being known, their places on the 
circular disc of the sun are determined, and hence the 
amount of displacement of Venus in transit is ascertained. 
Thus it is that the distance of Venus is measined, and the 
scale of the solar system is known. 

The two transits to which Halley’s memorable researches 
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referred occurred in the years 1761 and 1769. The results oi 
the first were not very successful, in spite of the arduous 
labours of those who undertook the observations. The transit 
of 1769 is of particular interest, not only for the determina- 
tion of the sun’s distance, but also because it gave rise to 
the first of the celebrated voyages of Captain Cook. It was 
to see the transit of Venus that Captain Cook was com- 
missioned to sail to Otaheite, and there, on the 3rd of 
June, on a splendid day in that exquisite climate, the 
phenomenon was carefully observed and measured by dif- 
ferent observers. Simultaneously with these observations 
others were obtained in Europe and elsewhere, and from the 
combination of all the observations an approximate know- 
ledge of the sun’s distance was gained. The most complete 
discussion of these observations did not, however, take place 
for some time. It was not until the year 1824 that the 
illustrious Encke computed the distance of the sun, and gave 
as the definite result 95,000,000 miles. 

For many years this number was invariably adopted, and 
elderly people at the present day will remember how they were 
taught in their school-days that the sun was 95,000,000 miles 
distant. At length doubts began to be whispered as to the 
accuracy of this result. The doubts arose in different quarters, 
and were presented with different degrees of importance; but 
they all pointed in one direction, they all indicated that the 
distance of the sun was not quite so great as the result 
which Encke had obtained. It must be remembered that 
there are several ways of finding the distance of the sun, and 
it will be our duty to allude to some other methods later 
on. It has been ascertained that the result obtained by Encke 
from the observations made in 1761 and 1769, with instru- 
ments inferior to our modem ones, was too great, and 
that the distance of the sun may probably be now stated at 
92,900,000 miles. 

1 venture to record our personal experience of the last 
transit of Venus, which we had the good fortune to view 
from Dunsink Observatory on the afternoon of the 6th of 
December, 1882. 
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The morning of the eventful day appeared to be about 
as unfavourable for a grand astronomical spectacle as could 
well be imagined. Snow, a couple of inches thick, covered 
the ground, and more was £a.lling, with but little intermis- 
sion, all the forenoon. It seemed almost hopeless that a 
view of the phenomenon could be obtained from that observa- 
tory; but it is well in such cases to bear in mind the 
injunction given to the observers on a celebrated eclipse 
expedition. They were instructed, no matter what the ^y 
should be like, that they were to make all their preparations 
precisely as they would have done were the sun shining with 
undimmed splendour. By this advice no doubt many ob- 
servers have profited; and we acte>i upon it with very con- 
siderable success. 

There were at that time at the observatory two equa- 
torials, one of them an old, but tolerably good, instrument, 
of about six inches aperture ; the other the great South equa- 
torial, of twelve inches aperture, already referred to. At eleven 
o’clock the day looked worse than ever; but we at once pro- 
ceeded to make all ready. I stationed Mr. Rambaut at the 
small equatorial, while I myself took charge of the South 
instrument The snow was still falling when the domes were 
opened ; but, according to our prearranged scheme, the 
telescopes were directed, not indeed upon the sun, but to the 
place where we knew the sun was, and the clockwork was 
set in motion which carried round the telescopes, still con- 
stantly pointing towards the invisible sum The predicted 
time of the transit had not yet arrived. 

The eye-piece employed on the South equatorial must also 
receive a brief notice. It will, of course, be obvious that the 
full glare of the sun has to be greatly mitigated before the 
eye can view it with impunity. The light from the sun falls 
upon a piece of transparent glass inclined at a certain angle, 
and the chief portion of the sun’s heat, as well as a certain 
amount of its light, pass through the glass and are lost A 
certain fraction of the light is, however, reflected from the 
glass, and enters the eye-piece. This light is already much 
reduced in intensity, but it undergoes as much further 
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reduction as we please by an ingenious contrivance. The 
glass which reflects the light does so at what is called the 
polarising angle, and between the eye-piece and the eye is a 
plate of tourmaline. This plate of tourmaline can be turned 
round by the observer. In one position it hardly interferes 
with the polarised light at all, while in the position at right 
aisles thereto the tourmaline intercepts nearly all the light. 
By adjusting the position of the tourmaline, the observer has 
it in his power to render the image of any brightness that 
may be convenient, and thus the observations of the sun can 
be conducted with the appropriate degree of illumination. 

But such appliances seemed on this occasion to be a mere 
mockery. The tourmaline was all ready, but up to one o’clock 
not a trace of the sun could be seem Shortly after one 
o’clock, however, we noticed that the day was getting lighter; 
and, on looking to the north, whence the wind and the 
snow were coming, we saw, to our inexpressible delight, 
that the clouds were clearing. At length, the sky towards 
the south began to improve, and at last, as the critical 
moment approached, we could detect the spot where the sun 
was becoming visible. But the predicted moment arrived and 
passed, and still the sun had not broken through the clouds, 
though every moment the certainty that it would do so 
became more apparent The external contact was therefore 
missed. We tried to console ourselves by the reflection that 
this was not, after all, a very important phase, and hoped 
that the internal contact would be more successful 

At length the struggling beams pierced the obstruction, 
and I saw the round, sharp disc of the sun in the finder, and 
eagerly glanced at the point on which attention was concen- 
trated. Some minutes had now elapsed since the predicted 
moment of first contact, and, to my delight, 1 saw the small 
notch in the margin of the sun showing that the transit had 
commenced, and that the planet was then one-third on the 
sun. But the critical moment had not yet arrived. By the 
expression “first internal contact” we are to understand the 
moment when the planet has completely entered on the sua 
This first contact was timed to occur twenty-one minutes 
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later than the external contact already referred to. But the 
clouds again disappointed our hope oi seeing the internal 
contact While steadily looking at. the exquisitely beautiful 
sight of the gradual advance of the planet, I became aware 
that there were other objects besides Venus between me and 
the sun. They were the snowflakes, which again began to 
fall rapidly. I must admit the phenomenon was singularly 
beautiful. The telescopic effect of a snowstorm with the 
sun as a background I had never before seen. It reminded 
me of the golden rain which is sometimes seen fallii^ from 
a flight of sky-rockets during pyrotechnic displaj’s; I would 
gladly have dispensed with the spectacle, for it necessarily 
followed that the sun and Venus again disappeared from 
view. The clouds gathered, the snowstorm descended as 
heavily as ever, and wo hardly dared to hope that we should 

see anything more ; 1 hr. 57 min. came and passed, the 

first internal contact was over, and Venus had fully entered 
on the sun. We had only obtained a brief view, and we 
had not yet been able to make any measurements or other 
observations that could be of service. Still, to have seen 
even a part of a transit of Venus is an event to remember 
for a lifetime, and- we felt more delight than can be easily 
expressed at even this slight gleam of success. 

But better things were in store. My assistant came over 
with the report that he had also been successful in seeing 
Venus in the same phase as I had. We both resumed our 

posts, and at half-past two the clouds began to disperse, and 

the prospect of seeing the sun began to improva It was now 
no question of the observations of contact Venus by this 
time was well on the sun, and we therefore prepared to make 
observations with the micrometer attached to the eye-piece. 
The clouds at length dispersed, and at this time Venus had 
so completely entered on the sun that the distance from the 
edge of the planet to the edge of the sun was about twice 
the diameter of the planet. We measured the distance of the 
inner edge of Venus from the nearest limb of the sun. These 
observations were repeated as frequently as possible, but 
it should be added that they were only made with very 
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considerable difficulty. The sun was now very low, and the 
edges of the sun and of Venus were by no means of that 
st^y character which is suitaffie for micrometrical measure* 
ment The margin of the luminary was quivering, and Venus, 
though no doubt it was sometimes circular, was very often 
distorted to such a degree as to make the measures very 
uncertain. 

We succeeded in obtaining sixteen measures altogether; 
but the sun was now getting low, the clouds b^^ again to 
interfere, and we saw that the pursuit of the transit must be 
left to the thousands of astronomers in happier climes who 
had been eagerly awaiting it But before the phenomena had 
ceased I spared a few minutes from the somewhat mechanical 
work at the micrometer to take a view of the transit in the 
more picturesque form which the large field of the finder 
presented. The sun was already beginning to put on the 
ruddy hues of sunset, and there, far in on its lace, was the 
sharp, round, black disc of Venus. It was then easy to 
sympathise with the supreme joy of Horrocks, when, in 1639, 
he for the first time witnessed this spectacle. The intrinsic 
interest of the phenomenon, its rarity, the fulfilment of the 
prediction, the noble problem which the transit of Venus helps 
us to solve, are all present to our thoughts when we look at 
this pleasing picture, a repetition of which will not occur again 
until the flowers are blooming in the June of a.d. 2004. 

The occasion of a transit of Venus also affords an oppor- 
tunity of studying the physical nature of the planet, and we 
may here briefly indicate the results that have been obtained. 
In the first place, a transit will throw some light on the 
question as to whether Venus is accompanied by a satellite. 
If Venus were attended by a small body in close proximity, 
it would be conceivable that in ordinary circumstances the 
brilliancy of the planet would obliterate the feeble beam of 
rays from the minute companion, and thus the satellite would 
remain undiscovered. It was therefore a matter of great interest 
to scrutinise the vicinity of the planet while in the act of 
transit If a satellite existed — and the existence of one or 
more of such bodies has often been suspected — then it would 
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be capable of detection against the brilliant background of 
the sun. Special attention was directed to this point during 
the recent transits, but no satellite of Venus was to be found. 
It seems, therefore, to be very unlikely that Venus can be 
attended by any companion globe of appreciable dimensiona 

The observations directed to the investigation of the 
atmosphere surrounding Venus have been more successful 
If the planet were devoid of an atmosphere, then it would 
be totally invisible just before commenoing to enter on the 
sun, and would relapse into total invisibility as soon as it had 
left the sun. The observations made during the transits are 
not in conformity with such suppositions. Special attention 
has been directed to this point during the recent transits. The 
result has been very remarkable, and has proved in the most 
conclusive manner the existence of an atmosphere around 
Venus. As the planet gradually moved off the sun, the 
circular edge of the planet extending out into the darkness 
was seen to be bounded by a circular arc of light, and Dr. 
Copeland, who observed this transit in very favourable 
circumstances, was actually able to follow the planet until it 
had passed entirely away from the sun, at which time the 

globe, though itself invisible, was distinctly marked by the 

girdle of light by which it was surrounded. This luminous 
circle is inexplicable save by the supposition that the globe 
of Venus is surrounded by an atmospheric shell in the same 
way as the earth. 

It may be asked, what is the advantage of devoting so 
muph time and labour to a celestial phenomenon like the 
transit of Venus which has so little bearing on practical 
affairs ? What does it matter whether the sun be 96,000,000 
miles off, or whether it be only 93,000,000, or any other 
distance ? We must admit at once that the inquiry has but 

a slender bearing on matters of practical utility. No doubt a 

fanciful person might contend that to compute our nautical 
almanacs with perfect accuracy we require a precise knowledge 
of the distance of the sun. Our vast commerce depends on 
skilful navigation, and one factor necessary for success is 
the reliability of the “Nautical Almanac." The increased 
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perfection of the almanac must therefore bear some relation 
to increased perfection in navigatioa Now, as good authorities 
tell us that in running for a harbour on a tempestuous night, 
or in other critical emergencies, even a yard of sea-room is 
often of great consequence, so it may conceivably happen that 
to the infinitesimal influence of the transit of Venus on the 
“Nautical Almanac” is due the safety of a gallant vessel. 

But the time, the labour, and the money expended in 
observing the transit of Venus are really to defended on 
quite different grounds. We see in it a fruitful source of 
information. It tells us the distance of the sun, which is 
the foundation of all the great measurements of the universe. 
It gratifies the intellectual curiosity of man by a view of the 
true dimensions of the majestic solar system, in which the 
earth is seen to play a dignified, though stiU subordinate, part : 
and it leads us to a conception of the stupendous scale on 
which the universe is constructed. 

It is not possible for us, with a duo regard to the limits 
of this volume, to protract any longer our discussion of the 
transit of Venua When we begin to study the details of the 
observations, we are immediately confronted with a multitude 
of technical and intricate matters. Unfortunately, there are 
very great difiiculties in making the observations with the 
necessary precision. The moments when Venus enters on and 
leaves the solar disc cannot be very accurately observed, partly 
owing to a peculiar optical illusion known as “the black 
drop,” whereby Venus seems to cling to the sun’s limb for 
many seconds, partly owing to the influence of the planet’s 
atmosphere, which helps to make the observed time of contact 
uncertain. These circumstances make it difScult to determine 
the distance of the sun from observations of transits of Venus 
with the accuracy which modem science requires. It seems 
therefore likely that the final determination of the sun’s 
distance will be obtained in quite a different manner. This 
will be explained in Chapter XI., and hence we feel the less 
reluctance in passing away from the consideration of the 
transit of Venus as a method of celestial surveying. 

We must now close our description of this lovely planet; 
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but before doing so, let us add — or in some cases repeat — a 
few statistical facts as to the size and the dimensions of the 
planet and its orbit. 

The diameter of Venus is about 7,700 miles, and the planet 
shows no measurable departure from the globular form, though 
we can hardly doubt that its polar diameter must really be 
somewhat shorter than the equatorial diameter. Th i s diameter 
is only about 218 miles less than that of the earth. The mass 
of Venus is about three-quarters of the mass of the earth; or 
if, as is more usual, we compare the mass of Venus with the 
sun, it is to bo represented by the fraction 1 divided by 
425,000. It is to be observed that the mass of Venus is not 
quite so great in comparison with its bulk as might have 
been expected. The density of this planet is about 0‘85D of 
that of the earth. Venus would weigh 4’81 times as much 
as a globe of water of equal size. The gravitation at its 
surface will, to a slight extent, be less than the gravitation at 
the surface of the earth. A body here faUs sixteen feet in a 
second ; a body let fall at tbo surface of Venus -would fall 
about three feet less. 

The orbit of Venus is remarkable for the close approach 
which it makes to a circle. The greatest distance of this 
planet from the sun does not exceed the least distnnce by one 
per cent. Its mean distance from the sun is about 67,000,000 
miles, and the movement in the orbit amounts to a mean 
velocity o'f neSSrly 22 miles per second, the entire journey 
being accomplished in 224*70 ^ya 
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That the earth must be a round body is a truth immediately 
suggested by simple astronomical considerations. The sun is 
round, the moon is round, and telescopes show that the planets 
are round. No doubt comets are not round, but then a comet 
seems to be in no sense a solid body. We can see right through 
one of these frail objects, and its weight is too small for our 
methods of measurement to appreciata If, then, all the solid 
bodies we can see are round globes, is it not likely that the 
earth is a globe also ? But we have far more direct information 
than mere sunniso. 

There is no better way of actually seeing that the surface 
of the ocean is curved than by watching a distant ship on 
the open sea. When the ship is a long way off and is still 
receding, its hull will gradually disappear, while the masts will 
remain visibla On a fine summer’s day we can often see the 
top of the funnel of a steamer appearing above the sea, while 
the body of the steamer is below. To see this best the eye 
should 1 m brought as close as possible to the surface of the sea. 
If the sea were perfectly flat, there would be nothing to obscure 
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the body of the vessel, and it would therefore be visible so long 
as the funnel remains visible. If the sea be really curved, 
the protuberant part intercepts the view of the hull, while 
the fonnel is still to be seen. 

We thus learn how the sea is curved at every part, and 
therefore it is natural to suppose that the earth is a sphere. 
When we make more careful measurements we find that the 
globe is not perfectly round. It is fattened to some extent 
at each of the poles. This may be easily illustrated by an 
indiarubber ball, which can be compressed on two opposite 
sides so as to bulge out at the centre. The earth is similarly 
fattened at the poles, and bulged out at the equator. The 
divergence of the earth from the truly globular form is, how- 
ever, not very great, and would not be noticed without very 
careful measurements. 

The determination of the size of the earth involves opera- 
tions of no little delicacy. Very much skill and very much 
labour have been devoted to the work, and the dimensions 
of the earth are known with a high degree of accuracy, though 
perhaps not with all the precision that we may ultimately 
hope to attain. The scientific importance of an accurate 
measurement of the earth can hardly be over-estimated. The 
radius of the earth is itself the unit in which many other 
astronomical magnitudes are expressed. For example, when 
observations are made with the view of finding the distance 
of the moon, the observations, when discussed and reduced, 
tell us that the distance of the moon is equal to fifty-nine 
times the equatorial radius of the earth. If we want to find 
the distance of the moon in miles, we require to know the 
number of miles in the earth’s radius. 

A level part of the earth’s surface having been chosen, a 
line a few miles long is measured. This is called the base, 
and as all the subsequent measures depend ultimately on the 
base, it is necessary that this measurement shall be made 
with scrupulous accuracy. To measure a line four or five miles 
long with such precision as to exclude any errors greater than 
a few inches demands the most minute precautions. We do 
not now enter upon a description of the operations that are 
13 
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necessary. It is a most laborious piece of vork, and many 
ponderous volumes have been devoted to the discussion of the 
resulta But when a few base lines have been obtained in 
diffit mnt places on the earth’s surface, the measuring rods are 
to be laid aside, and the subsequent task of the survey of 
the earth is to be conducted by the measurement of angles 
&om one station to another and trigonometrical calculations 
based thereon. Starting from a base line a few miles long, 
distances of greater lei^h are calculated, until at length 
stretches 100 miles long, or even more, can be accomplished. 
It is thus possible to find the length of a long line running 
due north and south. 

So far the work has been merely that of the terrestrial 
surveyor. The distance thus ascertained is handed over to 
the astronomer to deduce from it the dimensions of the earth. 
The astronomer fixes his observatory at the northern end of 
the long line, and proceeds to determine his latitude by 
observation. There are various wa 3 rs by which this can be 
accomplished. They will be found fully described in works 
on practical astronomy. We shall here only indicate in a 
very brief manner the principle on which such observations 
are to be made. 

Everyone ought to be familiar with the Pole Star, which, 
though by no means the most brilliant, is probably the most 
important star in the whole heavens. In these latitudes we 
are accustomed to find the Pole Star at a considerable elevation, 
and there we can invariably find it, always in the same place 
in the northern sky. But suppose we start on a voyage to 
the southern hemisphere: as we approach the equator we 
find, night after night, the Pole Star coming closer to the 
horizon. At the equator it is on the horizon; while if we 
cross the line, we ^d on entering the southern hemisphere 
that this useful celestial body has become invisible. This is 
in itself sufficient to show us that the earth cannot be the 
flat surface that untutored experience seems to indicate. 

On the other hand, a traveller leaving England for Norway 
observes that the Pole Star is every night higher in the 
hekvens than he has been accustomed to see it If he extend 
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lus journey &rther north, the same object will gradually rise 
hi^er and higher, until at length, when approaching the 
pole of the earth, the Pole Star is high up over his head. 
We are thus led to perceive that the higW our latitude, 
the higher, in general, is the elevation of the Pole Star. 
But we cannot use precise language until we replace the 
twinkling point by the pole of the heavens itself The pole 
of the heavens is near the Pole Star, which itself revolves 
around the pole of the heavens, as all the other stars do, 
once every ^y. The circle described by the Pole Star is, 
however, so small that, unless we give it special attention, 
the motion will not be perceived. The true pole is not a 
visible point, but it is capable of being accurately defined, 
and it enables us to state with the utmost precision the 
relation between the pole and the latitude. The statement is, 
that the elevation of the pole above the horizon is equal to 
the latitude of the place. 

The astronomer stationed at one end of the long line 
measures the elevation of the pole above the horizon. This 
is an operation of some delicacy. In the first place, as the 
pole is invisible, he has to obtain its position indirectly. He 
measures the altitude of the Pole Star when that altitude is 
greatest, and repeats the operation twelve hours later, when 
the altitude of the Pole Star is least; the mean between the 
two, when corrected in various ways which it is not necessary 
for us now to discuss, gives the true altitude of the pola 
Suffice it to say that by such operations the latitude of one 
end of the line is determined. The astronomer then, with all 
his equipment of instruments, moves to the other end of the 
line. He there repeats the process, and he finds that the 
pole has now a different elevation, corresponding to the 
different latitude. The difference of the two elevations thus 
gives him an accurate measure of the number of degrees and 
fractional parts of a degree between the latitudes of the two 
stations. This can be compared with the actual distance in 
miles between the two stations, which has been ascertained 
by the' trigonometrical survey. A simple calculation will then 
s^w the number of miles and fractional parts of a mile 
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corresponding to one degree of latitude — or, as it is more 
usually expressed, the length of a degree of the meridiaa 

This operation has to be' repeated in different parts of the 
earth — in the northern hemisphere and in the southern, in 
high latitudes and in low. If the sea-level over the entire 
earth were a perfect sphere, an important consequence would 
follow — the length of a degree of the meridian would be 
everywhere the same. It would be the same in Peru as in 
Sweden,. the same in India as in England. But the lengths 
of the degrees are not all the same, and hence we learn that 
our earth is not really a sphere. The measured lengths of 
the degrees enable us to see to what extent the shape of the 
earth departs from a perfect sphere. Near the pole the 
length of a degree is longer than near the equator. This 
shows that the earth is flattened at the poles and protuberant 
at the equator, and it provides the means by which we may 
calculate the actual lengths of the polar and the equatorial 
axes. In this way the equatorial diameter has been found 
equal to 7,927 miles, while the polar diameter is 27 miles 
shorter. 

The polar axis of the ,earth may be defined as the 
diameter about which the earth rotates. This axis intersects 
the surface at the north and south poles. The time which the 
earth occupies in making a complete rotation around this axis 
is called a sidereal day. The sidereal day is a little shorter 
than the ordinary day, being only 23 hours, 66 minutes, and 
4 seconds. The rotation is perfonuedjust as if a rigid axis 
passed through the centre of the earth; or, to use the old 
and homely illustration, the earth rotates just as a ball of 
worsted may be made to rotate around a knitting-needle 
thrust through its centra 

It is a noteworthy circumstance that the axis about which 
the earth rotates occupies a position identical with that of 
the shortest diameter of the earth as found by actual surveying. 
This is a coincidence which would be utterly inconceivable if 
the shape of the earth was not in some way physically 
connected with the fact that the earth is rotating. 'What 
connection ci^ then be traced? Let us enquire into the 
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subject, and we shall find that the shape of the earth is a 
consequence of its rotation. 

The earth at the present time is subject, at various 
localities, to occasional volcanic outbreaks. The phenomena 
of such eruptions, the allied occurrence of earthquakes, the 
well-known fact that the heat increases the deeper we descend 
into the earth, the existence of hot springs, the geysers found 
in Iceland and elsewhere, all testify to the fact that heat 
exists in the interior of the earth. Whether that heat be, 
as some suppose, universal in the interior of the earth, or 
whether it be merely local at the several places where its 
manifestations are felt, is a matter which need not now concern 
us. All that is necessary for our present purpose is the 
admission that heat is present to some extent. 

This internal heat, be it much or little, has obviously a 
different origin from the heat which we know on the surface. 
The heat we enjoy is derived from the sun. The internal 
heat cannot have been derived from the sun; its intensity 
is far too great, and there are other insuperable difficulties 
attending the supposition that it has come from the sun. 
Where, then, has this heat come from? This is a question 
which at present we can hardly answer — nor, indeed, does it 
much concern our argument that we should answer it. The 
fact being admitted that the heat is there, all that we require 
is to apply one or two of the well-known thermal laws to 
the interpretation of the facts. We have first to consider 
the general principle by which heat tends to diffiise itself 
and spread away from its original source. The heat, deep- 
seated in the interior of the earth, is transmitted through 
the superincumbent rocks, and slowly reaches the surface. 
It is true that the rocks and materials with which our earth 
is covered are not good conductors of heat; most of them 
are, indeed, extremely inefficient in this way; but, good or 
bad, they are in some shape conductors, and through them 
the heat must creep to the surface. 

It cannot be urged against this conclusion that we do 
not feel this heat A few feet of brickwork will so confine 
the heat of a mighty blast furnace that but little will escape 
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througli the bricks; but some heat does escape, and the 
bricks have never been made, and never could be made, which 
would absolutely intercept all the heat. If a few feet of 
brickwork can thus nearly mask the heat of a furnace, 
cannot some scores of miles of rock nearly mask the heat in 
the depths of the earth, even though that heat were seven 
times hotter than the mightiest furnace that ever existed? 
The heat would escape slowly, and perhaps imperceptibly, but, 
unless all our knowledge of nature is a delusion, no rocks, 
however thick, can prevent, in the course of time, the leakage 
of the heat to the surface. When this heat arrives at the 
surface of the earth it must, in virtue of another thermal law, 
gradually radiate away and be lost to the eartL 

It would lead us too far to discuss fully the objections 
which may perhaps be raised against what we have hero 
stated. It is often said that the heat in the interior of the 
earth is being produced by chemical combination or by 
mechanical process, and thus that the heat may be constantly 
renewed as fast or even faster than it escapes. This, however, 
is more a difference in form than in substance. If heat be 
produced in the way just supposed (and there can be no 
doubt that there may Ito such an origin for some of the heat 
in the interior of the globe) there must be a certain expendi- 
ture of chemical or mechanical energies that produces a 
certain exhaustion. For every unit of heat which escapes 
there will either be a loss of an unit of heat from the globe, 
or, what comes nearly to the same thing, a loss of an unit 
of heat-making power from the chemical or the mechanical 
energies. The substantial result is the same; the heat, actual 
or potential, of the earth must be decreasing. It should, of 
course, be observed that a great part of the thermal losses 
experienced by the earth is of an obvious character, and not 
dependent upon the slow processes of conductioa Each out- 
burst of a volcano dischaiges a stupendous quantity of heat, 
which disappears very speedily from the earth; while in 
the hot springs found in so many places there is a perermial 
discharge of riie same kind, which in the course of years 
attains enormous proportions. 
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The earth is thus losing heat, while it never acquires my 
iiesh supplies of the same kind to replace the losses. The 
consequence is obvious; the interior of the earth must bs 
growing colder. No doubt this is an extremely slow process ; 
the life of an individual, the life of a nation, probably tho life 
of the human race itself, has not been long enough to witness 
any pronounced change in the store of terrestrial heat. But 
the law is inevitable, and though the decline in heat may be 
slow, yet it is continuous, and in the lapse of ages must 
necessarily produce great and important results. 

It is not our present purpose to offer any forecast as to 
the changes which must necessarily arise from this process. 
We wish at present rather to look back into past time and 
see what consequences we may Intimately infer. Such in- 
tervals of time as we are himiliar with in ordinary life, or 
even in ordinary history, are for our present purpose quite 
inappreciable. As our earth is daily losing internal heat, or 
the equivalent of heat, it must have contained more heat 
yesterday than it does to-day, more last year than this year, 
more twenty years ago than ten years ago. The effect has 
not been appreciable in historic time; but when we rise from 
hundreds of years^ to thousands of years, from thousands of 
years to hundreds of thousands of years, and from hundreds 
of thousands of years to millions of years, the effect is not 
only appreciable, but even of startling magnitude. 

There must have been a time when the earth contained 
much more heat than at present. There must have been a 
time when the surface of the earth was sensibly hot from this 
source. We cannot pretend to say how many thousands or 
millions of years ago this epoch must have been ; but we 
may be sure that earlier still the earth was even hotter, 
until at length we seem to see the temperature increase to a 
red heat, from a red heat we look back to a still earlier age 
when the earth was white hot, back further till we find the 
Burfitce of our now solid globe was actually molten. We 
need not push the retrospect any fiirther at present, still 
1ms is it necessary for us to attenjpt to assign the probable 
origin of that heat Iliis, it will be observed, is not required 
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in our argument. We find heat now, and we know that heat 
is being lost every day. From this the conclusion that we 
have already drawn seems inevitable, and thus we are con- 
ducted back to some remote epoch in the abyss of time past 
when our solid earth was a globe molten and soft throughout 

A dewdrop on the petal of a flower is nearly globular; 
but it is not quite a globe, because the gravitation presses it 
against the flower and somewhat distorts the shape. A fall- 
ing drop of rain is a globe ; a drop of oil suspended in a 
liquid with which it does not mix forms a globe. Passing 
from small things to great things, let us endeavour to con- 
ceive an enormous globe of molten matter. Let that globe 
be as large as the earth, and let its materials be so soft as 
to obey the forces of attraction exerted by each part of the 
globe on all the other parts. There can no doubt as to 
the effect of these attractions; they would tend to smooth 
down any irregularities on the surface just in the same way 
as the surface of the ocean is smooth when freed from the 
disturbing influences of the wind. We might, therefore, 
expect that our molten globe, isolated from all external inter- 
ference, would assume the form of a sphere. 

But now suppose that this great sphere, which we have 
hitherto assumed to be at rest, is made to rotate round an 
axis passing through its centra We need not suppose that 
this axis is a material object, nor are we concerned with any 
supposition as to how the velocity of rotation was caused. 
We can, however, easily see what the consequence of the 
rotation would be. The sphere would become deformed, the 
centrifugal force would make the molten body bulge out at 
the equator and flatten down at the poles. The greater the 
velocity of rotation the greater would be the bulging. To 
each velocity of rotation a certain degree of bulging would be 
appropriate. The molten earth thus bulged out to an extent 
which was dependent upon the fact that it turned round once 
a day. Now suppose that the earth, while still rotating, 
commences to pass from the liquid to the solid state. The 
form which the earth would assume on consolidation would, 
no doubt, be very irregular on the sur&oe ; it would be irregular 



THE EABTB. 


m consequence of the upheavals and the outbursts incident to 
the transformation of so mighty a mass of matter ; but irr^^ular 
though it be, we can be sure that, on the whole, the form of 
the earth’s surface would coincide with the shape which it 
had assumed by the movement of rotation. Hence we can 
explain the protuberant form of the equator of the earth, and 
we can appeal to that form in corroboration of the view that 
this globe was once in a soft or molten condition. 

The argument may be supported and -illustrated by com- 
paring the shape of our earth with the shapes of some of 
the other celestial bodies. The sun, for instance, seems to be 
almost a perfect globe. No measures that we can make show 
that the polar diameter of the sun is shorter -than the equa- 
torial diameter. But this is what we might have expected. 
No doubt the sun is rotating on its axis, and, as it is the 
rotation that causes the protuberance, why should not the 
rotation have deformed the sun like the earth ? The prob- 
ability is that a difference really does exist between the two 
diameters of the sun, but that the difference is too small for 
us to measure. It is impossible not to connect this with the 
alowTieaa of the sun’s rotatioa The sun takes twenty-five days 
to complete a rotation, and the protuberance appropriate to 
so low a velocity is not appreciabla 

On the other hand, when we look at one of the quickly- 
rotating planets, we obtain a very different result Let us take 
the very striking instance which is presented in the great 
planet Jupiter. Viewed in the telescope, Jupiter is at once 
seen not to be a globe. The difference is so conspicuous that 
accurate measures are not necessary to show that the polar 
diameter of Jupiter is shorter than the equatorial diameter. 
The departure of Jupiter from the truly spherical shape is 
indeed much greater than the departure of the earth It is 
impossible not to connect this with the much more rapid 
ro^tion of Jupiter. We shall presently have to devote a 
chapter to the consideration of this splendid orb. We may, 
however, so fax anticipate what we shall then say as to state 
that the time of Jupiter’s rotation is under ten hours, and 
this notwithstanding the fact that Jupiter is more than one 
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thousimd times greater than the earth. His enormously rapid 
rotation has caused him to bulge out at the equator to a 
remarkable extent. 

The survey of our earth and the measurement of its 
dimensions having been accomplished, the next operation for 
the astronomer is the determination of its veight. Here, 
indeed, is a problem which taxes the resources of science to 
the very uttermost. Of the interior of the earth we know 
little — I might almost say we know nothing. No doubt we 
sink deep mines into the earth. These mines enable us to 
penetrate half a mile, or even a whole mile, into the depths 
of the interior. But this is, after all, only a most insignificant 
attempt to explore the interior of the earth. What is an 
advance of one mile in comparison with the distance to the 
centre of the earth? It is only about one four-thousandth 
part of the whole. Our knowledge of the earth merely reaches 
to an utterly insignificant depth below the surface, and we 
have not a conception of what may be the nature of our 
globe only a few miles below where we are standing. Seeing, 
then, our almost complete ignorance of the solid contents of 
the earth, does it not seem a hopeless task to attempt to 
weigh the entire globe ? Yet that problem has been solved, 
and the result is known — ^not, indeed, with the accuracy 
attained in other astronomical researches, but still with 
tolerable approximation 

It is needless to enunciate the weight of the earth in our 
ordinary units. The enumeration of billions of tons does not 
convey any distinct impression It is a far more natural 
course to compare the mass of the earth with that of an 
equal globe of water. We should be prepared to find that 
our earth was heavier than a like. volume of water. The 
rocks which form its surface are heavier, bulk for bulk, than 
the oceans which repose on those rocka The abundance of 
metals in the earth, the gradual increase in the density of 
the earth, which must arise from the ffliormous pressure at 
great depths — all these considerations will prepare us to learn 
that the earth is very much heavier than a globe of water 
of equal size. 



THE EAETH, 


ao8 

Newton supposed that the earth was between five and six 
times as heavy as an equal bulk of water. Nor is it hard 
to see that such a suggestion is plausible. The rocks and 
materials on the surface are usually about two or three 
times as heavy as water, but the density of the interior must 
be much greater. There is good reason to believe that down 
in the remote depths of the earth there is a very large pro- 
portion of iron. An iron earth would weigh about seven 
times as much as an equal globe of water. We ore thus 
led to see that the earth’s weight must be probably mote 
than three, and probably less than seven, times an equal 
globe of water ; and hence, in fixing the density between 
five and six, Newton adopted 'a result plausible at the 
moment, and since shown to be probably correct. Several 
methods have been proposed by which this important 
question can be solved with accuracy. Of all these 
methods we shall here only describe one, because it illus- 
trates, in a very remarkable manner, the law of universal 
gravitation. 

In the chapter on Gravitation it was pointed out that the 
intensity of this force between two masses of moderate dimen- 
sions was extremely minute, and the difficulty in weighing 
the earth arises from this cause. The practical application of 
the process is encumbered by multitudinous details, which it 
will be imnecessary for us to consider at present. The principle 
of the process is simple enough. To give definiteness to our 
description, let us conceive a large globe about two feet in 
diameter; and as it is desirable for this globe to be as heavy 
as possible, let us suppose it to be made of lead. A small 
globe brought near the large one is attracted by the force 
of gravitation. The amount of this attraction is extremely 
small, but, nevertheless, it can be measured by a refined 
process which renders extremely small forces sensible. The 
intendty of the attraction depends both on the masses of the 
globM and on their distance apart, as well as on the force 
of gravitation. We can also readily measure the attraction 
of the earth upon the small globa This is, in fact, nothing 
mcwe nor less than the weight of the small globe in the 
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ordinary acceptation of the word. We can thus compare the 
attraction exerted by the leaden globe with the attraction 
exerted by the earth. 

If the centre of the earth and the centre of the leaden 
globe were at the same distance from the attracted body, 
then the intensity of their attractions would give at once 
the ratio of their masses by simple proportion. In this case, 
however, matters are not so simple; the leaden ball is only 
distant by a few inches from the attracted ball, while the 
centre of the earth’s attraction is nearly 4,000 miles away at 
the centre of the earth. Allowance has to be made for this 
difference, and the attraction of the leaden sphere has to be 
reduced to what it would be were it removed to a distance 
of 4,000 miles. This can fortunately be effected by a simple 
calculation depending upon the general law that the intensity 
of gravitation varies inversely as the square of the distance. 
By calculation based on accurate experiment, we can thus 
compare the intensity of the attraction of the leaden sphere 
with the attraction of the earth. It is known that the attrac- 
tions are proportional to the masses, so that the comparative 
masses of the earth and of the leaden sphere have been 
measured ; and it has been ascertained that the earth is 
about half as heavy as a globe of lead of equal size would 
be. We may thus state finally that the mass of the earth 
is about five and a half times as great as the mass of a 
globe of water equal to it in bulk. 

In the chapter on Gravitation we have mentioned the fact 
that a body let fall near the surface of the earth drops 
through sixteen feet in the first second. This distance varies 
slightly at different parts of the earth. If the earth were a 
perfect sphere, then the attraction would be the same at every 
part, and the body would fall through the same distance 
everywhere. The earth is not round, so the distance which 
the body falls in one second differs slightly at different placea 
At the pole the radius of the earth is shorter than at the 
equator, and accordingly the attraction of the earth at fhe 
pole is greater than at the equator. Had we accurate measure- 
ments showing the distance a body would fall in one second 
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both at the pole and at the equator, we should have the 
means of ascertaining the shape of the earth. 

It is, however, difficult to measure correctly the distance 
a body wiU fall in one second. We have, therefore, been 
obliged to resort to other means for determining the force of 
attraction of the earth at the equator and other accessible 
parts of its surface. The method adopted are founded on 
the pendulum, which is, perhaps, the simplest and certainly 
one of the most useful of philosophical instruments. The 
ideal pendulum is a small and heavy weight suspended from 
a fixed point by a tine and flexible wire. If we draw the 
pendulum aside from its vertical position and then release it, 
the weight will swing to and fro. 

For its journey to and fro the pendulum requires a small 
period of time. It is very remarkable that this period does 
not depend appreciably on the length of the circular arc 
through which the pendulum swings. To verify this law we 
suspend another pendulum beside the first, both being of the 
same length. If we draw both pendulums aside and then 
release them, they swing together and return together. This 
might have been expected. But if we draw one pendulum 
a great deal to one side, and the other only a little, the 
two pendulums still swir^ S3rnipathetically. This, perhaps, 
would not have been expected. Tiy it again, with even a 
still greater difference in the arc of vibration, and still we 
see the two weights occupy the same time for the swing. 

We can vary the experiment in another way. Let us 
change the weights on the pendulums, so that they are of 
unequal size, though both of iroa Shall we find any differ- 
ence in the periods of vibration? We try again: the period 
is the same as before; swing them through different arcs, 
not too large, the period is still the same. But it may be 
said that this is due to the fact that both weights are of 
the same material Try it again, using a leaden weight 
instead of one of the iron weights; the result is identical. 
Even with a ball of wood the period of oscillation is the 
same as that of the ball of iron, and this is true no matter 
what be the arc through which the vibration takes place, 
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If, however, we change the length of the wire which 
the weight is supported, then the period will not remain un-> 
changed. This can be very easily illustrated. Take a short 
pendulum with a wire only one-fburth of the length of that 
of the long one; suspend the two close together, and com- 
pare the periods of vibration of the short pendulum with 
that of the long one, and we find that the former - has a 
period only half that of the latter. We may state the result 
generally, and say that the time of vibration of a pendulum 
is proportional to the square root of its lengtL If we quad- 
ruple the Imigth of the suspending cord we double the 
time of its vibration ; if we increase the length of the pen- 
dulum ninefold, we increase its period of vibration threefold. 

It is the gravitation of the earth which makes the pen- 
dulum swing. The greater the attraction, the more rapidly 
will the pendulum oscillate. This may be easily accounted 
for. If the earth pulls the weight down very vigorously, the 
time will be short; if the power of the earth's attraction be 
lessened, then it cannot pull the weight down so quickly, 
and the period will be lengthened. 

The time of vibration of the pendulum can be deter- 
mined with great accuracy. Let it swing for 10,000 oscilla- 
tions, and measure the time that these oscillations have 
consumed. The arc through which the pendulum swings 
may not have remained quite constant, but this does not 
appreciably affect the time of its oscillation. Suppose that 
an error of a second is made in the determination of the 
time of 10,000 oscillations; this will only entail an error 
of the ten-thousandth part of the second in the tame of a 
single oscillation, and will afford a correspondingly accurate 
determination of the force of gravity at the place where the 
experiment was made. 

Take a pendulum to the equator. Let it perform 10,000 
oscillations, and determine carefully the time that these 
oscillations have required. Bring the same pendulum to 
another part of the earth, and repeat the experiment. We 
have thus a means of comparing the gravitaticm at the 
two places. There ore, no doubt, a multitude of preoauti<ms 
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to bo observed which need not here concern us. It is not 
necessary to enter into details as to the manner in which 
the motion of the pendulum is to be sustained, nor as to the 
effect of changes of temperature in the alteration of its 
length. It will suffice for us to see how the time of the 
pendulum’s swing can be measured accurately, and how 
from that measurement the intensity of gravitation can be 
calculated. 

The pendulum thus enables us to make a gravitational 
survey of the surface of the earth with the highest degree 
of accuracy. We cannot, however, infer that gravity alone 
affects the oscillations of the pendulum. We have seen how 
the earth rotates on its axis, and we have attributed the 
bulging of the earth at the equator to this influenca But 
the centrifugal force arising from the rotation has the effect 
of decreasing the apparent weight of bodies, and the change 
is greatest at the equator, and lessens gradually as we 
approach the poles. From this cause alone the attraction of 
the pendulum aC the equator is less than elsewhere, and 
therefore the oscillations of the pendulum will take a 
longer time there than at other localities. A part of the 
apparent change in gravitation is accordingly due to the 
centrifugal force; but there is, in addition, a real alteration. 

In a work on astronomy it does not come within our 
scope to enter into further detail on the subject of our 
planet. The surface of the earth, its contour and its oceans, 
its mountain chains and its rivers, are for the ph3raical 
geographer; while its rocks and their contents, its volcanoes 
and its earthquakes, are to be studied by the geologists and 
the physicista 
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MARS. 

Oar nearer Neighbooxa in the Heavens — Surface of Mars can he Examined in 
the Telescope— Remarkable Orbit of Mars — Resemblance of Mars to a Star 
— Meaning of Opposition — The Eccentricity of the Orbit of Mars — 
DiRerent Oppositions of Mars— Apparent Movements of the Planet— Effect 
of the Earth’s Movement — Measurement of the Distance of Mars — ^Theoretical 
Investigation of the Sun’s Distance— Drawings of the Planet— Is there 
Snow on MarsP — The Rotation of the Planet — Gravitation on Mars— Has 
Mars any Satellites ? — Prof. Asaph Hall’s great Discovery— The Revolutions 
of the Satellites— Dei mos and Phobos— Gulliver’s Travels,” 

The special relation in which we stand to one planet of our 
system has necessitated a somewhat different treatment of 
that globe from the treatment appropriate to the others. 
We discussed Mercmy and Venus as distant objects known 
chiefly by telescopic research, and by calculations of which 
astronomical observations were the foundation. Our know- 
ledge of the earth is of a different character, and attained in 
a different way. Yet it was necessary for symmetry that 
we should discuss the earth after the planet Venus, in order 
to give to the earth its true position in the solar system. 
But now that the earth has been passed in our outward 
progress from the sun, we come to the planet Mars ; and 
here again we - resume, though in a somew^t modified form, 
the methods- that were appropriate to Venus and to Mercury. 

Venus and Mars have, from one point of -view, quite 
peculim* chums on our attention. They are the nearest 
of our large planetary neighbours. We may naturally 
expect to learn more of them than of the other planets 
farther off. In the case of Venus, however, this anticipa- 
tion can hardly be realised, for, as we have already pointed 
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out, its dense atmosphere prevents us from nuking a satis- 
factory telescopic examination. When vre turn to our other 
planetary neighbour. Mars, we are enabled to learn a good 
deal with r^rd to his appearanca Indeed, with the 
exception of the moon, we are better acquainted with the 
details of the surface of Mars than with, those of any other 
celestial body. 

This beautiful planet offers many features for consideration 
besides those presented by its physical structure. The orbit 
of Mars is one of remarkable proportions, and it was by the 
observations of this orbit that the celebrated laws of Kepler 
were discovered. During the occasional approaches of Mars 
to the earth it has been possible to measure its distance with 
accuracy, and thus another method of finding the sun’s distance 
has arisen which, to say the least, can compete in precision 
with that afforded by the transit of Venus. It must also be 
observed that the greatest achievement in pure telescopic 
research which the nineteenth century witnessed was that of the 
discovery of the satellites of Mars. 

To the unaided eye this planet generally appears like a 
star of the first magnitude. It is usually to be distinguished 
by its ruddy colour,, but the beginner in astronomy cannot 
rely on its colour only for the identification of Mars. There 
are several stars nearly, if not quite, as ruddy as this globe. 
The bright star Aldebaran, the brightest star in the constella- 
tion of the Bull, has often been mistaken for the planet. It 
often resembles Betelgeuze, a brilliant point in the constellation 
of Orion. Mistakes of this kind will be impossible if the 
learner has first studied the principal constellations and the 
more brilliant stars. He will then find great interest in tracing 
out the positions of the planets, and in watching their ceaseless 
movements. 

The position of each orb can always be ascertained from 
the almanac. Sometimes the planet will be too near the son 
to be visible. It will rise with the sun and set with the sun, 
and consequently will not be above the horizon during the 
night. The best time for seeing one of the planets situated 
like Mara will be during what is called its oppositioa This 
U 
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state of things occurs when the earth intervenes directly 
between the planet and the sua In this case, the distance 
from Mars to the earth is less than at any other time. There 
is also another advantage in viewing Mars during opposition. 
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Fig/ 48.~The Orbits of the Earth and of Man, showing the Favoumble 
Opposition of 1877. 

The planet is then at one side of the earth and the sun at 
the opposite side, so that when Mars is high in the heavens 
the sun is directly beneath the earth; in other words, the 
planet is then at its greatest elevation above the horizon at 
midnight Some oppositions of Mars are, however, much more 
favourable than others. This is distinctly shown in Fig. 48, 
which represents the orbit of Mars and the orbit of the Earth 
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accurately drawn to scale. It will be seen that while the 
orbit of the earth is very nearly circular, the orbit of Mars 
has a very decided degree of eccentricity; indeed, with the 
exception of the orbit of Mercury, that of Mars has the 
greatest eccentricity of any orbit of the larger planets in our 
system. 

The value of an opposition of Mars for telescopic purposes 
will vary greatly according to circumstances. The favourable 
oppositions will be those which occur as near as possible to 
the 26th of August. The other extreme will be found in 
an opposition which occurs near the 22nd of February. In 
the latter case the distance between the planet and the earth 
is nearly twice as great as the former. The last opposition 
which was suitable for the highest class of work took place 
in the year 1877. Mars was then a magnificent object, and 
received much, and deserved, attentioa The favourable opposi- 
tions follow each other at somewhat irregular intervals; the 
last occurred in the year 1909, and another will take place 
in the year 1924 

The apparent movements of Mars are by no means simple. 
We can imi^ine the embarrassment of the early astronomer 
who first undertook the task of attempting to decipher these 
movements. The planet is seen to be a briUiant and con- 
spicuous object. It attracts the astronomer’s attention; he 
looks carefully, and he sees how it lies among the constellations 
with which he is familiar. A few nights later he observes 
the same body again ; but is it exactly in the same place ? 
He thinks not. He notes more carefully than before the place 
of the planet He sees how it is situated with regard to the 
stars. Again, in a few days, his observations are repeated. 
There is no longer a trace of doubt about the matter — Mars 
has decidedly changed his position. It is veritably a wanderer. 

Night a^r night the primitive astronomer is at his post 
He notes the changes of Mars. He sees that it is now 
moving even more rapidly than it was at first Is it going 
to complete the circuit of the heavens? The astronomer 
determines to watch the orb and see whether this surmise 
is justified. He pursues his task night after night, and at 
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length he begins to think that the body is not moving quite 
BO rapidly as at first. A few nights more, and he is sure of 
the fact: the planet is moving more slowly. Again a few 
nights more, and he begins to surmise that the motion may 
cease; after a short time the motion does cease, and the 
object seems to rest; but is it going to remain at rest for 
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ever ? Has its long journey been finished ? For many nights 
this seems to be the case, but at length the astronomer suspects 
that the planet must be commencing to move backwards. A 
few nights more, and the fact is confirmed beyond possibility 
of doubt, and the extraordinary discovery of the direct and 
the retrograde movement of Mars has been accomplished. 

In the greater part of its journey around the heavens 
Mars seems to move steadily from the west to the east. It 
moves backwards, in feet, as the moon moves and as the sun 
moves. It is only during a comparatively small part of its 
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path that those elaborate movements are accomplished which 
presented such an enigma to the primitive observer. We show 
m the adjoining picture (Fig. 49) the track of the actual journey 
which Mars accomplished in the opposition of 1877. The figure 
only shows that part of its path which presents the anomalous 
features; the rest of the orbit is pursued, not indeed with 
uniform velocity, but with unaltered 'direction. 

This complexity of the apparent movements of Mars seems 
at first sight fatal to the acceptance of any simple and 
elementary explanation of the planetary motioa If the 
motion of Mars were purely elliptic, how, it may well be 
said, could it perform this extraordinary evolution? The 
elucidation is to be found in the fact that the earth on 
which we stand is itself in motioa Even if Mars were at 
rest, the fact that the earth moves would make the planet 
appear to move. The apparent movements of Mars are thus 
combined with the real movements. This circumstance will 
not embarrass the geometer. He is able to disentangle the 
true movement of the planet from its association with the 
apparent movement, and to account completely for the com* 
plicated evolutions exhibited by Mars Could we transfer our 
point of view from the ever-shifting earth to an immovable 
standpoint, we should then see that the shape of the orbit 
of Mars was an ellipse, described around the sun in con- 
formity with the laws which Kepler discovered by observations 
of this planet 

Mars takes 687 days to travel round the sun, its average 
distance from that body being 141,500,000 milea Under the 
most favourable circumstances the planet, at the time of 
opposition, may approach the earth to a distance not greater 
than about 35,500,000 miles. No doubt this seems an enor- 
mous distance, when estimated by any standard adapted for 
terrestrial measurements ; it is, indeed, considerably greater than 
the distance of Venus when nearest, but it is much less than 
the distance fpm the earth to the sun. 

We have explained how the form of the solar system is 
known from Kepler’s laws, and how the absolute size of the 
system and of its various parts can be known when the direct 
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measurement of any one part has been accomplished. A close 
approach of Mars affords a favourable opportunity for measuring 
his distance, and thus, in a different way, solving the same 
problem as that investigated by the transit of Venus. We 
are thus led a second time to a knowledge of the distance of 
the sun and the distances of the planets generally, and to 
many other numerical facts about the solar system. 

On the occasion of the opposition of Mars in 1877 a 
successful attempt was made to apply this refined process 
to the solution of the problem of celestial measurement. It 
cannot be said to have been the first occasion on which this 
method was suggested, or even practically attempted. The 
observations of 1877 were, however, conducted with such skill 
and with such minute attention to the necessary precautions 
as to render them an important contribution to astronomy. 
Sir David Gill, IC.C.B., late Astronomer Royal at the Cape 
of Good Hope, undertook a journey to the Island of Ascension 
for the purpose of observing the parallax of Mars in 1877. 
On this occasion Mars approached to the earth so closely as 
to afford an admirable opportunity for the application of the 
method. Sir David Gill obtained a very valuable series of 
measurements, and from them he concluded the distance of 
the sun with an accuracy somewhat superior to that attainable 
by the transit of Venus. 

There is yet another method by which Mars can be made 
to give us information as to the distance of the sum This 
method is one of some delicacy, and is interesting from its 
connection with the loftiest enquiries in mathematical as- 
tronomy. It was foreshadowed in the Dynamical theory of 
Newton, and was wrought to perfection by Le Verrier. It is 
based upon the great law of gravitation, and is intimately 
associated with the splendid discoveries in planetary pertur- 
bation which form so striking a chapter in modem astronomical 
discovery. 

There is a certain relation between two quantities which 
at first sight seems quite independent These quantities are 
the mass of the earth and the distance of the sua The 
distance of the sun bears to a certain distance (which can 
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be calculated when we know the intensity of gravitation at 
the earth’s surface, the size of the earth and the length of 
the year) the same proportion that the cube root of the 
sim’s mass bears to the cube root of that of the earth. 
There is no imcertainty about this result, and the conse- 
quence is obvious. If we have the means of weighing the 
earth in comparison with the sun, then the distance of the 
sun can be immediately deduced. How are we to place 
our great earth in the weighing scales? This is the problem 
which Le Verrier has shown us how to solve, and he does 
so by invoking the aid of the planet Mars. 

If Mars in his revolution around the sun were solely 
swayed by the attraction of the sun, he would, in accordance 
with the well-known laws of planetary motion, follow for ever 
the same elliptic path. At the end of one century, or even 
of many centuries, the shape, the size, and the position of 
that ellipse would remain unaltered. Fortunately for our 
present purpose, a disturbance in the orbit of Mars is pro- 
duced by the earth. Although the mass of our globe is so 
much less than that of the sun, yet the earth is still large 
enough to exercise an appreciable attraction on Mars. The 
ellipse described by the planet is consequently not invariable. 
The shape of that ellipse and its position gradually change, 
so that the position of the planet depends to some extent 
upon the mass of the earth. The place in which the planet 
is found can be determined by observation; the place which 
the planet would have had if the earth were absent can be 
found by calculation. The difference between the two is due 
to the attraction of the earth, and, when it has been measured, 
the mass of the earth can be ascertained. The amount of 
displacement increases from one century to another, but as 
the rate of growth is small, ancient observations are necessaiy 
to enable the measures to be made with accuracy. 

A remarkable occurrence which took place more than 
two centuries ago fortunately enables the place of Mars to 
be determined with great precision at that date. On the 
1st of October, 1672, three independent observers witnessed 
the occultation of a star in Aquarius by the ruddy planet 
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The place of the star is known with accuracy, and hence we 
are provided with the means of indicating the exact point 
In the heavens occupied by Mars on the day in question. 
From this result, combined with the modem meridian obser- 
vations, we learn that the displacement of Mars by the attrac- 
tion of the earth has, in the lapse of two centuries, grown to 
about five minutes of arc (294 seconds). It has been main- 
tained that this cannot be erroneous to the extent of more 
than a second, and hence it would follow that the earth’s 
mass is determined to about one three-hundredth part of 
its amount. If no other error were present, this would 
give the sun’s distance to about one nine-hundredth part 



Fig 50.— Belative Sizes of Mars and the Earth. 


Notwithstanding the intrinsic beauty of this method, and 
the very high auspices under which it has been introduced, it 
is, we think, at present hardly worthy of reliance in comparison 
with some of the other methods. As the displacement of Mars, 
due to the perturbing influence of the earth, goes on increas- 
ing continually, it will ultimately attain sufficient magnitude 
to give a very exact value of the earth’s mass, and then 
this method will give us the distance of the sun with great 
precisioa But interesting and beautiful though this method 
may be, we must as yet rather regard it as a striking con- 
firmation of the law of gravitation than as affording on 
accurate means of measuring the sun’s distance. 

The close approaches of Mars to the eorUi afford us oppor- 
tunities for making a careful telescopic semtiny of his sur- 
fiuie. It must not be expected that the details on Mats 
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could bo inspected with the same minuteness as those on 
the moon. Even under the most favourable circumstances, 



Fig. 51.— Drawing of Hats Fig. 52.— Drawing of Mars 

(July 30th, 1894). (August 16th, 1894). 


Mars is still almost a hundred and forty times as far as the 
moon, and, therefore, the features of the planet would have to 



Fig. 53.— Flevatioiis and Depressions on the 
“ Terminator of Mars (August 24th, 1894). 



Fig. 64.— The Southern Polar 
Cap on Mars (July 1, 1894). 


be at least as large in proportion if they were to be seen as 
distinctly as the features on the mooa Mars is much 
smaller than the earth. The diameter of the planet is 
4,200 miles, but little more than • half that of the earth. 
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Fig. 50 shows the comparative sizes of the two bodies. We 
here reproduce two of the remarkable drawings* of Mars 
made by Professor William H. Pickering at the Lowell 
Observatory, Flagstaff, Arizona. Fig. 61 was taken on the 
30th of July, 1894, and Fig. 52 on the 16th of August, 
1894. 

The southern polar cap on Mars, as seen by Professor 
William H. Pickering at Lowell Observatory on the 1st of July, 
1894, is represented in Fig. 54.* The remarkable black 
mark intruding into the polar area will be noticed. In 
Fig. 53 are shown a series of unusually marked eleva- 
tions and depressions upon the “terminator” of the planet, 
drawn as accurately as possible to scale by the same skilful 
hand on the 24th of August, 1894. 

In making an examination of the planet it is to be 
observed that it does not, like the moon, always present 
the same face towards the observer. Mars rotates upon an 
axis in exactly the same manner as the earth. It is not a 
little remarkable that the period required by Mars for the 
completion of one rotation should be only about half an 
hour greater than the period of rotation of the eartL The 
exact period is 24 hours, 37 minutes, 22| seconds. It there- 
fore follows that the aspect of the planet changes from hour 
to hour. The western side gradually sinks from view, the 
eastern side gradually assumes prominence. In twelve hours 
the aspect of the planet is completely changed. These 
changes, together with the inevitable effects of foreshortening, 
render it often difficult to correlate the objects on the planet 
with those on the maps. The latter, it must be confessed, 
fall short of the maps of the moon in definiteness and in cer- 
tainty; yet there is no doubt that the main features of the 
planet are to be regarded as thoroughly established, and 
some astronomers have given names to all the prominent 
objects. 

The markings on the surface of Mars are of two classes. 
Some of them are of an iron-grey hue verging on green, 
while the others are generaUy dark yellow or orange, 
* See** Aatronomy and Astrophysics/’ No« 128. 
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occasionally veirging on white. It seemed natural to think 
that the former represented the tracts of ocean, the latter 
the continental masses on the ruddy planet. We possess a 
great number of drawings of Mars, the earliest being taken 
in the middle of the seventeenth century. Though these 
early sketches are very rough, and are not of much value 
for the solution of questions of topography, they have been 
found very useful in aiding us to fix the period of rotation 
of the planet on its axis by comparison with our modem 
drawings. 

Early observers had already noticed that each of the 
poles of Mars is distinguished by a white spot. It is, how- 
ever, to William Herschel that we owe the first systematic 
study of these remarkable polar caps. This illustrious 
astronomer was rewarded by a very interesting discovery. 
He found that these arctic tracts on Mars vary both in 
extent and distinctness with the seasons of the hemisphere 
on which they are situated. They attain a maximum 
development from three to six months after the winter 
solstice on that planet, and then diminish until they are 
smallest about three to six months after the summer solstice. 
The analogy with the behaviour of the masses of snow and 
ice which surround our own poles is complete, and there has 
been hardly any doubt that the white polar spots of Mars 
are somewhat similarly constituted. 

As the period of revolution of Mars around the sun is 
so much longer than our year, 687 days instead of 365, the 
seasons of the planet are, of course, also much longer than 
the terrestrial seasons. In the northern hemisphere of Mars 
the summer lasts for no fewer than 381 days, and the winter 
must be 306 day& In both hemispheres the white polar 
cap in the course of the long winter season increases until 
it reaches a diameter of 45® to 50®, while the long summer 
reduces it to a small area only 4® or 5® in diameter. It is 
remarkable that one of these white regions — that at the 
south pole — seems not to be concentric with the pole, but is 
placed so much to one side that the south pole of Mars 
appears to be quite free from ice or snow once a year. 
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Although many valuable observations of Mars were made 
in the course of the nineteenth century, it is only since the 
very favourable opposition of 1877 that the study of the 
surface of Mars has made that immense progress which is 
one of the most remarkable features of modem astronomy. 
Among the observers 'who produced valuable drawings of 
the planet in 1877 we may mention Mr. Green, whose exquisite 
pictures were published by the Royal Astronomical Society, 
and Professor Schiaparelli, of Milan, who almost revolutionised 
our knowledge of this planet Schiaparelli had a refractor 
of only eight inches aperture at his disposal, but he was 
doubtless much favoured by the purity of the Italian sky, 
which enabled him to detect in the bright portions of the 
surface of Mars a considerable number of long, narrow linea 
To these he gave the name of “canals,” inasmuch as they 
issued from the so-called oceans, and could be traced across 
the reputed continents for considerable distances, which some- 
times reached thousands of miles. 

The canals seemed to form a kind of network, which con- 
nected the various seas with each other. A few of* the 
more conspicuous of these so-called canals appeared indeed 
on some of the drawings made by Dawes and others before 
Schiaparelli’s time. It was, however, the illustrious Italian 
astronomer who detected that these narrow lines are present 
in such great numbers as to form a notable feature of the 
planet. Some of these remarkable features are shown in 
Figa 51 and 52, which are copied from drawings made by 
Professor William H. Pickering at the Lowell Observatory 
in 1894. 

Great as had been the surprise of astronomers when 
Schiaparelli first proclaimed the discovery of these numerous 
canals, it was, perhaps, surpassed by the astonishment with 
which his announcement was received in 1882 that most of 
the canals had become double. Between December, 1881, 
and February, 1882, thirty of these duplications appear to 
have taken place. Nineteen of these were cases of a well- 
traced parallel line being formed near a previously existing 
canal. The remaining, canals were less certainly established, 
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or were cases where the two lines did not seem to be quite 
paxalleL A copy of the map of Mars which Schiaparelli 
formed from his observations of 1881-82 is given in Plate 
XVIII. It brings out clearly these strange double canals, 
so unlike any features that we know on any other globe. 

Subsequent observations by Schiaparelli and several other 
observers seem to indicate that this phenomenon of the 
duplication of the canals is of a periodic character. It is 
pr^uced about the times when Mars - passes through its 
equinoxes. One of the two parallel lines is often super- 
posed as exactly as possible upon the track of the old 
canal It does, however, sometimes happen that both the 
lines occupy opposite sides of the former canal and are 
situated on entirely new groimd. The distance between the 
two lines varies from about 360 miles as a maximum down 
to the smallest limit distinguishable in our large telescopes, 
which is something less than thirty miles. The breadth of 
each of these remarkable channels may range from the limits 
of visibility, say, up to more than sixty miles. 

The duplication of the canals is perhaps the most difficult 
problem which Mars offers to us for solutioa Even if we 
admit that the canals themselves represent inlets or channels 
through which the melted polar snow makes its way across 
the equatorial continents, it is not easy to see how the 
duplicate canals can arise. This is especially true in those 
cases where the original channel seems to vanish and to 
be replaced by two quite new canals, each about the 
breadth of the English Channel, and lying one on each side 
of the course of the old one. The very obvious explanation 
that the whole duplication is an optical illusion has been 
brought forward more than once, but never in a conclusive 
manner. We must, perhaps, be content to let the solution 
of this matter rest for the present, in the hope that the 
extraordinary attention which this planet is now receiving will 
in due time explain the present enigma 

The markings on the surface of this planet are, generally 
speaking, of a permanent character, so that when we compare 
Swings made one or two hundred years ago with drawings 
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made more recently we can recognise in each the same futures. 
This permanence is, however, not nearly so absolute as it is 
in the case of the moon. In addition to the canals which we 
have already considered, many other parts of the surface of 
Mars alter their outlines from time to time. This is particu- 
larly the case with those dark spots, the so-called oceans, 
the contours of which sometimes undergo modifications in 
matters of detail which are quite unmistakable. Changes 
of colour are often observed on parts of the planet, and 
though some of these observations may perhaps be attributed 
to the influence of our own atmosphere on the planet’s 
appearance, they cannot be all thus accounted for. Some 
of the phenomena must certainly be due to actual changes 
which have taken place on the surface of Mars. 

As an example of such changes, we may refer to the 
north-western part of the notable feature, to which Schiaparelli 
has given the name of Syrtia major.* This has at various 
times been recorded as grey, green, blue, brown, and even 
violet When this region (about the time of the autumnal 
equinox of the northern hemisphere) is situated in the middle 
of the visible disc, the eastern part is distinctly greener than 
the western. As the season progresses this characteristic colour 
gets feebler, until the green tint is to bo perceived only on 
the shores of the Syrtis. The atmosphere of Mars is usually 
very transparent, and fortunately allows us to scrutinise the 
surface of the planet without putting obstacles in the way 
in the shape of Martian clouds. Such clouds, however, are 
not invariably absent. Our view of the surface is occasionally 
obstructed in such a manner as to make it certain that clouds 
or mist in the atmosphere of Mars must be the cause of the 
trouble. 

Would we form an idea of the physical constitution of 
the surface of Mars, then the question as to the character of 
the atmosphere of the planet is among the first to be con- 
sidered. Spectroscopic observations do not in this case render 

* This is the curved marking which on Plate XVIII. appears in longitude 
290^ and north of (that is, below) the equator. Here, as in all astronomical 
drawings, north is at the foot and south at the top. See alx)ve, p. 82 (Chapter 1II.)« 
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US much assistance. Of course, we know that the planet has 
no intrinsic light. It merely shines by reflected sunlight The 
hemisphere which is tum^ towards the sun is bright, and 
the hemisphere which is turned away from the sun is dark. 
The spectrum ought, therefore, like that of the moon, to be 
an exact though faint copy of the solar spectrum, unless the 
sun’s rays, by passing twice through the atmosphere of Mars, 
suffered some absorption which could give rise to additional 
dark linea Some of the earlier observers thought that they 
could distinctly make out some such lines due, as was 
supposed, to water vapour. The presence of such lines is 
denied by Mr. Campbell, of the Lick Observatory, and the 
late Professor Keeler, at the Allegheny Observatory,* who 
with their unrivalled opportunities, both instrumental and 
climatic, could find no difference between the spectra of Mars 
and the moon. If Mars had an atmosphere of appreciable 
extent, its absorptive effect should be noticeable, especially 
at the limb of the planet; but Mr. Campbell’s observations 
do not show any increased absorption at the limb. It would 
therefore seem that Mars cannot have an extensive atmo- 
sphere, and this conclusion is confirmed in several other ways. 

The distinctness with which we see the surface of this 
planet tends to show that the atmosphere must be very 
thin as compared with our own. There can hardly be any 
doubt that an observer on Mars with a good telescope would 
be unable to distinguish much of the features of the earth’s 
surface. This would be the case not only by reason of the 
strong absorption of the light during the double passage 
through our atmosphere, but also on account of the great 
diffusion of the light caused by this same atmosphere. Also, 
it is needless to say, the great amount of cloud generally 
floating over the earth would totally obscure many parts 
of our planet from a Martian observer. But though, as 
already mentioned, we occasionally find parts of Mars rendered 
indistinct, it must be acknowledged that the clouds on Mars 
are very slight. We should expect that the polar caps, if 
compost of snow, would, when meltii^, produce clouds which 
* Afterwards Director of the Lick Observatory. 



TEE 8T0BY OF THE HEAVENS. 


would UK 're or less hide the polar regions from our inspection; 
yet nothing of the kind has ever been seen. 

We have seen that there are very grave doubts as to the 
existence of water on Mars. No doubt we have frequently 
spoken of the dark markings as “oceans” and of the bright 
parts as “continents." That this language was just has been 
the opinion of astronomers for a very long tima Mr. Sohaeberle, 
of the Lick Observatory, came some years ago to the very 
opposite conclusion. He contended that the dark parts were 
the continents and the bright ones were the oceans of water, 
or some other fluid. He pointed to the irregular shading of 
the dark parts, which does not suggest the idea of light reflected 
from a spherical surface of water, especially as the contrasts 
between light and shade are strongest about the middle of 
the disc. 

It is also to be noticed that the dark regions are not in- 
frequently traversed by still darker streaks, which can be traced 
for hvmdrods of miles almost in straight lines, while the so- 
called canals in the bright parts often seem to be continuations 
of these same linea Mr. Schaeberle therefore suggests that the 
canals may be chains of mountains stretching over sea and 
land I The late Professor Phillips and Mr. H. D. Taylor have 
pointed out that if there were lakes or seas in the tropical 
r^ons of Mars we should frequently see the sun directly 
reflected from them, thus producing a bright, star-like point 
which could not escape observation. Even moderately dis- 
turbed water would make its presence known in this maimer, 
and yet nothing of the kind has over been recorded. 

On the question as to the possibility of life on Mars a 
few words may be added. If we could be certain of the 
existence of water on Mars, then one of the fundamental 
conditions would be fulfilled; and even though the atmo- 
sphere on Mars had but few points of resemblance either in 
composition or in density to the atmosphere of the earth, 
life might still be possible. Even if we could suppose that 
a man would find suitable nutriment for his body and suit- 
able air for his respiration, it seems very doubtful whether he 
would be able to Uva Owing to the small size of Mars and 
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the smallness of its mass in comparison with the earth, the 
intensity of the gravitation on the neighbouring planet 
would different from the attraction on the surface of the 
^arth. We have already alluded to the small gravitation on 
the moon, and in a lesser degree the same remarks will 
apply to Mars. A body which weighs on the earth two 
pounds would on the surface of Mars weigh rather less than 
one pound. Nearly the same exertion which will raise a 
56-lb. weight on the earth would lift two similar weights on 
Mars. 

The earth is attended by one moon. Jupiter is attended 
by four conspicuous moons. Mars is a planet revolving between 
the orbits of the earth and of Jupiter. It is a body of the 
same general type as the earth and Jupiter. It is ruled by 
the same sun, and all three planets form part of the same 
system; but as the earth has one moon and Jupiter four 
moons, why should not Mars also have a moon? No doubt 
Mars is a small body, less even than the earth, and much 
less than Jupiter. We could not expect Mars to have large 
moons, but why should it be unlike its two neighbours, and 
not have any moon at all? So reasoned astronomers, but 
until modem times no satellite of Mars could bo found. For 
centuries the planet has been diligently examined with this 
special object, and as failure after failure came to be recorded, 
the conclusion seemed almost to be justified that the chain 
of analogical reasoning had broken down. The moonless Mars 
was thought to be an exception to the rule that all the great 
planets outside Venus were dignified by an attendant retinue 
of satellites. It seemed almost hopeless to begin again a 
research which had often been tried, and had invariably led 
to disappointment; yet, fortunately, the present generation 
has witnessed still one more attack, conducted with perfect 
equipment and with consummate skill. This attempt has 
obtained the success it so well merited, and the result has 
been the memorable detection of two satellites of Mars. 

This discovery was made by Professor Asaph Hall, the 
distinguished astronomer at the observatory of Washington. 
Mr. Hall was provided with an instrument of colossal pro- 
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portions and of exquisite workmanship, known ns the great 
Washington refractor. It is the product of the celebrated 
workshop of Messrs. Alvan Clark and Sons, from which so 
many large telescopes have proceeded, and in its noble pro- 
portions far surpassed any other telescope ever devoted to the 
same researcL The object-glass measures twenty-six inches 
in diameter, and is hardly less remarkable for the perfection 
of its definition than for its size. But even the skill of 
Mr. Hall, and the space-penetrating power of his telescope, 
would not have been able on ordinary occasions to discover 
the satellites of Mara Advantage was accordingly taken of 
that memorable opposition of Mars in 1877, when, as we have 
already described, the planet came unusually near the earth. 

Had Mars been attended by a moon one-hundredth part of 
the bulk of our moon it must long ago have been discovered. 
Mr. Hall, therefore, knew that if there were any satellites 
they must be extremely small bodies, and he braced himself 
for a severe and diligent search. The circumstances were all 
favourable. Not only was Mars as near as it well could be 
to the earth ; not only was the great telescope at Washington 
the most powerful refractor then in existence; but the situa- 
tion of Washington is such that Mars was seen from the 
observatory at a high elevation. It was while the British 
Association were meeting at Plymouth, in 1877, that a telegram 
flashed across the Atlantic. Brilliant success had rewarded 
Mr. Hall's efforts. He had hoped to discover one satellite. 
The discovery of even one would have made the whole scientific 
world ring; but fortune smiled on Mr. HalL He discovered 
first one satellite, and then he discovered a second; and, in 
connection with these satellites, he further discovered a unique 
fact in the solar system. 

Deimos, the outer of the satellites, revolves around the planet 
in the period of 30 hours, 17 mins., 54 secs. ; it is the iimer 
satellite, Phobos, which has commanded the more special at- 
tention of every astronomer in the world. Mars turns round 
on his axis in a Martial day, which is very nearly the same 
length as our day of twenty-four hours. The inner satellite 
of Mars moves round in 7 hours, 39 mins., 14 secs. Phobos. 



MARS. 


In fact, revolres three times round Mars in the same time 
that Mars can turn round once. This circumstance is un- 
paralleled in the solar system ; indeed, as far as we know, it is 
unparalleled in the universe. In the case of our own planet, 
the earth rotates twenty-seven times for one revolution of the 
moon. To some extent the same may be said of Jupiter and 
of Saturn; while in the great system of the sun himself and 
the planets, the sun rotates on his axis several times for each 
revolution of even the most rapidly moving of the planets. 
There is no other known case where the satellite revolves 
around the primary more quickly than the primary rotates on 
its axis. The anomalous movement of the satellite of Mars 
has, however, been accounted for. In a subsequent chapter 
we shall again allude to this, as it is connected with an 
important department of modem astronomy. 

The satellites are so small that wo are unable to measure 
their diameters directly, but from observations of their bright- 
ness it is evident that their diameters cannot exceed twenty 
or thirty miles, and may be even smaller. Owing to their 
rapid motion the two satellites must present some remarkable 
peculiarities to an observer on Mars. Phobos rises in the 
west, passes across the heavens, and sets in the east after 
about five and a half hours, wliile Deimos rises in the east 
and remains more than two days above the horizon. 

As the satellites revolve in paths vertically above the 
equator of their primary, the one less than 4,000 miles and 
the other only some 14,500 miles above the surface, it follows 
that they can never be visible from the poles of Mars ; indeed, 
to see Phobos, the observer’s planetary latitude must not be 
above 68f°. The satellite would be hidden from the polar 
regions by the body of Mars, just as we, in the British Islands, 
would be unable to see an object revolving round the earth 
a few hundred miles above the equator. 

Before passing from the attractive subject of the satellites, 
we may just mention two points of a literary character. 
Mr. Hall consulted his classical friends as to the designation 
to be conferred on the two satellites. Homer was referred 
to, and a passage in the “Iliad” suggested the names ot 
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Deimos and Fhobos. These personages were the attendants 
of Mars, and the lines in which they occur have been thus 
construed by my iiiend Professor Tyrrell : — 

Marti spake, and called Dismay and Rout 

To yoke his steeds, and ho did on his harness sheen/* 

A curious circumstance with respect to the satellites of 
Mars will be familiar to those who are acquainted with 
“Gulliver’s Travels.” The astronomers on board the flying 
Island of Laputa had, according to Gulliver, keen vision and 
good telescopes. The traveller says that they had found two 
satellites to Mars, one of which revolved around him in ten 
hours, and the other in twenty- one and a half The author 
has thus not only made a correct guess about the number 
of the satellites, but he actually stated the periodic time 
with considerable accuracy! We do not know what can have 
suggested the latter guess. Thirty years ago any astronomer 
on reading the voyage to Laputa would have said this state- 
ment was specially absurd. There might be two satellites to 
Mars, no doubt; but to say that one of them revolves in 
ten hours would be to assert what no one could believe. 
Yet the truth has been even stranger than the fiction. 

And now we must bring to a close our account of this 
beautiful and interesting planet. There are many additional 
features over which we are tempted to linger, but so many 
other bodies claim our attention in the solar system, so 
many other bodies which exceed Mars in size and intrinsic 
importance, that we are obliged to desist Our next step 
will not. however, at once conduct us to the giant planeta 
We find outside Mars a host of objects, small indeed, but of 
much interest ; and with these we shall find abundant occu- 
pation for the following chapter. 
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In our chapters on the Sun and Moon, on the Earth and 
Venus, and on Mercury and Mars, we have been discussing 
the features and the movements of globes of vast dimensions. 
The least of all these bodies is the moon, but even that globe 
has . more than 2,000 miles in its diameter. In approaching 
the subject of the minor planets we must be prepared to And 
objects of dimensions quite inconsiderable in comparison with 
the great spheres of our system. No doubt these minor 
planets are all of them some few miles, and some of them a 
great many miles, in diameter. Were they close to the earth 
they would be conspicuous, and even splendid,' objects ; but 
as they are so distant they do not, even in our greatest 
telescopes, become very remarkable, while to the unaided eye 
they are almost all invisible. 

In the diagram (p. 234) of the orbits of the various planets, 
it is shown that a wide space exists between the orbit of 
Mars and that of Jupiter. It was often surmised . that this 
ample r^on must be tenanted by some other planet The 
presumption became much stronger when a remarkable law 
was discovered which exhibited, with considerable accuracy, the 
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relative distances of the great planets of our system. Take 
the series of numbers, 0, 3, 6, 12, 24, 48, 96, whereof each 
number (except the second) is double of the number which 
precedes it. If we now add four to each, we have the series 
4, 7, 10, 16, 28, 62, 100. With the exception of the fifth of 
these numbers (28), they are all sensibly proportional to the 
distances of the various planets from the sun. In fact, the 
distances are as follows: — Mercury, 3'9 ; Venus, 7*2; Earth, 10; 
Mars, 15’2; Jupiter, 62-9; Saturn, 95'4. Although we have no 
physical reason to offer why this law — generally known as 
Bode’s — should be true, yet the fact that it is so nearly true 
in the case >of all the groat planets tempts us to ask whether 
there may not also be a planet revolving around the sun at 
the distance represented by 28. 

So strongly was this felt at the end of the eighteenth 
century that some energetic astronomers decided to make a 
united effort to search for the unknown planet It seemed 
certain that the planet could not be a large one, as otherwise 
it must have been found long ago. If it should exist, then 
means were required for discriminating between the planet 
and the hosts of stars strewn along its path. 

The search for the small planet was soon rewarded by a 
success which has rendered the evening of the first day in the 
nineteenth century memorable in astronomy. It was in the 
pure skies of Palermo that the observatory was situated where 
the memorable discovery of the first known minor planet was 
made by PiazzL This laborious and accomplished astronomer 
had organised an ingenious system of exploring the heavens 
which was eminently calculated to discriminate a planet among 
the starry host. On a certain night he would select a series 
of stars to the number of fifty, more or less, according to 
circumstancea With his meridian circle ho determined the 
places of the chosen objects. The following night, or, at all 
events, as soon as convenient, he reobserved the whole fifty 
stars with the same mstrument and in the same manner, and 
the whole operation was afterwards repeated on two, or perhaps 
more, nights. When the observations were compared together 
he was in possession of some four or more places of each 
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one of the stars on different nights, and the whole series was 
complete. He was persevering enough to carry on these 
observations for very many groups, and at length he was 
rewarded by a success which amply compensated him for 
all his toil 

It was on the 1st of January, 1801, that Piazzi com- 
menced for the one hundred and fifty-ninth time to observe 
a new series. Fifty stars this night were viewed in his tele- 
scope, and their places were carefully reeorded. Of these 
objects the first twelve were undoubtedly stellar, and so to 
all appearance was the thirteenth, a star of the. eighth 
magnitude in the constellation of Taurus. There was nothing 
to distinguish the telescopic appearance of this object from 
all the others which preceded or followed it The following 
night Piazzi, according to his custom, re-observed the whole 
fifty stars, and he did the same again on the 3rd of January, 
and once again on the 4th. He then, as usual, brought 
together the four places he had found for each of the 
several bodies. When this was done it was at once seen 
that the thirteenth object on the list was quite a different 
body from the remainder and from all the other stars which 
he had ever observed before. The four places of this 
mysterious object were all different; in other words, it was 
in movement, and was therefore a planet. 

A few days’ observation sufficed to show how this little 
body, afterwards called Ceres, revolved around the sun, and 
how it circulated in that vacant path intermediate between 
the path of Mars and the path of Jupiter. Great, indeed, 
was the interest aroused by this discovery and the influ- 
ence which it has exercised on the progress of astronomy. 
The majestic planets of our system had now to admit a 
much more humble object to a share of the benefits dis- 
pensed by the sun. 

After Piazzi had obtained a few further observations, the 
season for observing this part of the heavens passed away, 
and the new planet of course ceased to be visible. In a few 
months, no doubt, the same part of the sky would again be 
above the horizon after dark, and the stars would of course be 
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seen as before. The planet, however, was moving, and would 
continue to move, and by the time the next season had 
arrived it would have passed off into some distant region, 
and would be again confounded with the stars which it so 
closely resembled. How, then, was the planet to be pursued 
through its period of invisibility and identified when it again 
came within reach of observation ? 

This difficulty attracted the attention of astronomers, and 
they sought for some method by which the place of the 
planet could be recovered so as to prevent Piazzi’s dis- 
covery from falling into oblivion. A young German mathe- 
matician, whose name was Gauss, opened his distinguished 
career by a successful attempt to solve this problem. A 
planet, as we have shown, describes an ellipse around the 
sun, and the sun lies at a focus of that curve. It can be 
demonstrated that when three positions of a planet are 
known, the ellipse in which the planet moves is completely 
determined. Fiazzi had on each occasion measured the place 
which the planet then occupied. This information was 
available to Gauss, and the problem which he had to solve 
may be thus stated. Knowing the place of the planet on 
three nights, it is required, without any further observations, 
to tell what the place of the planet will be on a special occa- 
sion some months in the future. Mathematical calculations, 
based on the laws of Kepler, will enable this problem to be 
solved, and Gauss succeeded in solving it. Gauss demon- 
strated that though the telescope of the astronomer was 
unable to detect the wanderer during its season of invisi- 
bility, yet the pen of the mathematician could follow it with 
unfailing certainty. When, therefore, the progress of the 
seasons permitted the observations to be renewed, the search 
was recommenced. The telescope was directed to the point 
which Gauss’s calculations indicated, and there was the 
little Ceres. Ever since its re-discovery, the planet has been 
so completely bound in the toils of mathematical reasoning 
that its place every night of the year can be indicated 
with a fidelity approaching to Uiat attainable in observing 
the moon or the great planets of our system. 
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The discovery of one minor planet was quickly followed 
by similar successes, so that within seven years Pallas, Juno, 
and Vesta were added to the solar system. The orbits of 
all these bodies lie in the region between the orbit of Mars 
and of Jupiter, and for many years it seems to have been 
thought that the planetary system was now complete. Forty 
years later systematic research was again commenced. Planet 
after planet was added to the list; gradually the discoveries 
became a stream of increasing volume, until in 1909 the total 
number recorded was 665. The distribution of the principal 
of these little bodies is as represented in Fig. 55. The mean 
distances of the minor planets from the sun are generally 
between 2 and 3 times the distance of the earth from the 
sun. One, however, was discovered by Charlois on 18th March, 
1893, which has a mean distance greater than 4, while on 
the other hand the distance of Eros is under 1'5. 

It is known that the paths in which all the great 
planets move through the heavens coincide very nearly with 
the path which the sun appears to follow among the stars, 
and which is known as the ecliptic. It is natural to assume 
that the small planets also move in the same great high- 
way, which leads them through all the signs of the zodiac 
in succession. Some of the small planets, no doubt, deviate 
rather widely, and a few very widely, from the ecliptic, but 
the great majority are approximately near it This considera- 
tion at once simplifies the search for new planets. A certain 
zone extending around the heavens is to be examined, but 
there is in general little advantage in pushing the research 
into other parts of the sky. 

The next step is to construct a map containing all the 
stars in this regioa This is a task of very great labour; 
the stars visible in the large telescopes are so numerous 
that many tens of thousands, perhaps we should say hundreds 
of thousands, are included in the region so narrowly limited. 
The fact is that many of the minor planets now known are 
objects of extreme minuteness; they can only be seen with 
very powerful telescopes, and for their detection it is neces- 
sary to use charts on which even the faintest stars have 
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been depicted. Many astronomers have concurred in the 
labour of producing these charts ;■ among them may be 
mentioned Palisa, of Vienna, who by means of his charts has 
found eighty-three minor planets, and the late Professor 



Fig. d5.->The Zone of Minor Planets between Mars and Jupiter. 


Peters, of Clinton, New York, who in a similar way found 
forty-nine of these bodiea 

The astronomer about to seek for a new planet directs 
his telescope towards that part of the sun’s path which is on 
the meridian at midnight; there, if anywhere, lies the 
chance of success, because that is the region in which such a 
body is nearer to the earth than at any other part of its course. 
He compares his chart carefully with the heavens, and 
usually finds the stars in the heavens and the stars in the 
chart to correspond; but sometimes it will happen that a 
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point in the heavens is missing from the chart. His atten- 
tion is at once arrested; he follows the object with care, and 
if it moves it is a planet. Still he cannot be sure that he 
has really made a discovery ; he has found a planet, no doubt, 
but it may be one of the lai^e number already known. To 
dear up this point he must undertake a further, and some- 
times a very laborious, enquiry; he must search the Berlin 
Year-Book and other ephemerides of such planets and see 
whether it is possible for one of them to have been in the 
position on the night in question. If he can ascertain that 
no previously discovered body could have been there, he is 
then entitled to announce to his brother astronomers the 
discovery of a new member of the solar system. It seems 
certain that all the more important of the minor planets have 
been long since discovered. The recent additions to the list 
are generally extremely minute objects, beyond the powers of 
small telescopes. 

Since 1891 the method of searching for minor planets 
which we have just described has been almost abandoned in 
favour of a process greatly superior. It has been found feasible 
to employ photography for making charts of the heavens. A 
photographic plate is exposed in the telescope to a certain 
region of the sky suflSciently long to enable very faint tele- 
scopic stars to imprint their images. Care has to be taken 
that the clock which moves the camera shall keep pace most 
accurately with the rotation of the earth, so that fixed stars 
appear on the plate as sharp points. If, on developing the 
plate, a star is found to have left a trail, it is evident that 
this star must during the time of exposure (generally some 
hours) have had an independent motion of its own; in other 
words, it must be a planet. For greater security a second 
picture is sometimes taken of the same region after a short 
interval. If the place occupied by the trail on the first plate 
is now vacant, while on the second plate a new trail appears 
in a line with the first one, there remains no possible doubt 
that we have genuine indications of a planet, and that we 
have not been led astray by some impurity on the plate or 
by a few minute stars which happened to lie very closely 
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together. Wolf, of Heidelberg, and following in his footsteps 
Charlois and others, have in this manner discovered a great 
number of new minor planets, while they have also recovered 
many of those which had been lost sight of owing to an 
insufficiency of observations. 

On the ISth of August, 1898, Herr G. Witt, of the observa- 
tory of Urania in Berlin, discovered a new asteroid by the 
photographic method. This object was at first regarded merely 
as forming an addition of no special importance to the 432 
asteroids whose discovery had preceded it It received, as 
usual, a provisional designation in accordance with a simple 
alphabetical device. This temporary label affixed to Witt’s 
asteroid was “ D Q.” But the formal naming of the asteroid 
has now superseded this label. Herr Witt has given to his 
asteroid the name of “ Eros.” This has been duly accepted by 
astronomers, and thus for all time the planet is to be knowa 

The feature which makes the discovery of Eros one of 
the most remarkable incidents in recent astronomy is that 
on those rare occasions when this asteroid comes nearest to 
the earth it is closer to the earth than the planet Mars can 
ever be. Closer than the planet Venus can ever be. Closer 
than any other known asteroid can ever be. Thus we assign 
to Eros the exceptional position of being our nearest planetary 
neighbour in the whole host of heaven. Under certain circum- 
Bcances it will have a distance froin the earth not exceeding 
one-seventh of the mean distance of the sun. 

Of the physical composition of the asteroids and of the 
character of their surfaces we are entirely ignorant. For 
anything we can tell, these planets may indeed be globes 
like our eartli in miniature, diversified by continents and 
oceans. If there be life on such bodies, which are c^ten 
only a few miles in diameter, that life must be something 
totally different from anything with which we are familiar. 
Setting aside every other <lifficulty arising from the possible 
absence of water and from the great improbability of finding 
there an atmosphere of a density and a composition suitable 
for respiration, gravitation itself would prohibit organic beings 
adapted for this earth from residing on a minor planet. 
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Let us attempt to illustrate this point, and suppose that 
'WB take the case of a minor planet eight miles in diameter, 
or, in round numbers, one-thousandth part of the diameter 
of the earth. If we further suppose that the materials of the 
planet are of the same nature as the substances in the earth, 
it is easy to prove that the gravity on the surface of the 
planet will be only one-thousandth part of the gravity of the 
earth. It follows that the weight of an object on the earth 
would be reduced to the thousandth part if that object were 
transferred to the planet. This would not be disclosed by 
an ordinary weighing scales, where the weights are to be 
placed in one pan and the body to be weighed in the other. 
Tested in this way, a body would, of course, weigh precisely 
the same anywhere; for if the gravitation of the body is 
altered, so is also in equal proportion the gravitation of the 
counterpoising weights. But, weighed with a spring balance, 
the change would be at once evident, and the elfort with 
which a weight could be raised would be reduced to one- 
thousandth part. A load of one thousand pounds could be 
Ufted from the surface of the planet by the same effort which 
would lift one pound on the earth ; the effects which this 
would produce are 'very remarkable. 

In our description of the moon it was mentioned (p. 103) 
that we can calculate the velocity with which it would be 
necessary to discharge a projectile so that it would never 
again fall back on the glote from which it was expelled. We 
applied this reasoning to explain why the moon has apparently 
altogether lost any atmosphere it might have once possessed. 

If we assume for the sake of illustration that the densities 
of all planets are identical, then the law which expresses the 
critical velocity for each planet can be readily stated. It is, 
in fact, simply proportional to the diameter of, the globe in 
question. Thus, for a minor planet whose diameter was one- 
thousandth part of that of the earth, or about eight miles, 
the critical velocity would be the thousandth part of six miles 
a second — that is, about thirty feet per second This is a low 
velocity compared with ordinary standards. A child easily 
tosses a ball up fifteen or sixteen feet high, yet to carry it 
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up this height it must be projected with a velocity of thirty 
feet per second. A child, standing upon a planet eight miles 
in diameter, throws his ball vertically upwards; up and up 
the ball will soar to an amazing elevation. If the original 
velocity were less than thirty feet per second, the ball would 
at length cease to move, would begin to turn, and fall with 
a gradually accelerating pace, until at length it regained the 
sur&pce with a speed equal to that with which it had been 
projected. If the original velocity had been as much as, or 
more than, thirty feet per second, then the ball would soar 
up and up never to return. In a future chapter it will be 
necessary to refer again to this subject. 

A few of the minor planets appear in powerful telescopes 
as discs with appreciable dimensions, and they have even been 
measured with the micrometer. In this way Professor Barnard, 
late of the Lick Observatory, determined the following values 
fer the diameters of the four first discovered minor planets : — 


Ceres ... 
Pallas ... 
Juno ... 
Vestd ... 


485 miles. 


304 

118 

243 


n 


>» 


The value for Juno is, however, very uncertain, and by far 
the greater number of the minor planets are very much smaller 
than the figures here given would indicate. It is possible by 
a certain calculation to form an estimate of the aggregate 
mass of all the minor planets, inasmuch as observations disclose 
to us the extent of their united disturbing influences on the 
motion of Mars. In this manner Le Verrier concluded that 
the collected mass of the small planets must be about equal 
to one-fourth of the mass of the earth. Harzer, repeating the 
enquiry in an improved manner, deduced a collected mass 
one-sixth of that of the earth. There can be no doubt that 
the total mass of all the minor planets at present known is 
not more than a very small fraction of the amount to which 
these calculations point. We therefore conclude that there 
must be a vast number of minor planets which have not yet 
been recognised in the observatory. These unknown planets 
must be extremely minute. 
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The orlnts of this group of bodies differ in remarkable 
characteristics from those of the larger planets. Some of 
them are inclined at angles of 30 ° to the plane of the 
earth’s orbit, the inclinations of the great planets being 
not more than a few degrees. Some of the orbits of the 
minor planets are also greatly elongated ellipses, while, of 
course, the orbits of the large planets do not much depart 
from the circular form. The periods of revolution of these 
small objects round the sun range from less than two years 
to nearly nine years. 

A great increase in the number of minor planets has 
rewarded the zeal of those astronomers who have devoted 
their labours to this subject Their success has entailed a 
vast amount of labour on the computers of the “ Berlin Year- 
Book.” That useful work occupies in this respect a position 
which has not been taken by our own “Nautical Almanac,” 
nor by the similar publications of other countries. A skilful 
band of computers make it their duty to provide for the 
“Berlin Year-Book” detailed mfonnation as to the move- 
ments of the minor planets. As soon as a few complete 
observations have been obtained, the little object passes into 
the secure grasp of the mathematician; he is able to predict 
its career for years to come, and the announcements with respect 
to all tho known minor planets are to be found in the 
annual volumas of tho work referred to. 

The growth of discovery has been so rapid that the 
necessary labour for the preparation of such predictions is 
now enormous. It must be confessed that many of the minor 
planets are very faint and otherwise devoid of interest, so 
that astronomers are sometimes tempted to concur with the 
suggestion that a portion of the astronomical labour now 
devoted to the computation of tlie paths of these bodies 
might be more profitably applied. For this it would be only 
necessary to cast adrift all the less interesting members of 
the host, and allow them to pursue their paths unwatched 
by the telescope, or by the still more ceaseless tables of the 
mathematical computer. 

The sun, whioh controls the mighty orbs of our systwo. 
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does not disdain to guide, with equal care, the tiny globes 
which form the minor planets. At certain times some of 
them approach near enough to the earth to merit the attention 
of those astronomers who are specially interested in deter- 
mining the dimensions of the solar system. The observations 
are of such a nature that they can be made with considerable 
precision ; they can also be multiplied to any extent that may 
be desired. Some of these little bodies have consequently 
a great astronomical future, inasmuch as they seem destined 
to indicate the true distance from the earth to the sun more 
accurately than Venus or than Mars. The smallest of these 
planets will not answer for this purpose ; they can only be seen 
in powerful telescopes, and they do not admit of being measured 
with the necessary accuracy. It is also obvious that the planets 
to be chosen for observation must come as near the earth as 
possible. Some of the minor planets approach the earth to 
a distance about three-quarters that of the sun, and Eros 
occasionaUy much closer still. These various conditions 
limit the number of bodies available for this purpose to 
about a dozen, of which one or two will usually be suitably 
placed each year. 

For the determination of the sun’s distance this method 
1^ the minor planets ofters unquestionable advantages. The 
orb itself is a minute star-like point in the telescope, and 
the measures are made from it to the stars which are seen 
near it. A few words will, perhaps, be necessary at this 
place as to the nature of the observations referred to. When 
we speak of the measures from the planet to the star, we do 
not refer to what would be perhaps the most ordinary 
acceptation of the expression. We do not mean the actual 
measurement of the number of miles in a straight line 
between the planet and the star. This element, even if 
attainable, could only be the result of a protracted series 
of observations of a nature which will be explained later 
on when we come to speak of the distances of the stara 
The measures now referred to are of a more simple charac- 
ter; they are merely to ascertain the apparent distance of 
the objects expressed in angular measure. This angular 
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measurement is of a wholly difterent character from the linear 
measurement, and the two methods may, indeed, lead to 
results that would at first seem paradoxical. 

We may take, as an illustration, the case of the group 
of stars forming the Pleiades, and those which form the 
Great Bear. The latter is a large group, the former is a 
small one. But why do we think the words lai^e and small 
rightly applied here? Each pair of stars of the Great Bear 
makes a large angle with the eye. Each pair of stars in the 
Pleiades makes a small angle, and it is these angles which 
are the direct object of astronomical measurement. We speak 
of the distance of two stars, meaning thereby the angle which 
is bounded by the two lines from the eye to the two stars. 
This is what our instruments are able to measure, and it 
is to be observed that no reference to linear magnitude is 
implied. Indeed, if we are to mention actual dimensions, it 
is quite possible, for anything wo can tell, that the Pleiades 
may form a much larger group than the Great Bear, and 
that the apparent superiority of the latter is merely due to 
its being closer to us. The most accurate of these angular 
measures are obtained when two stars, or two star-like points, 
are so close together as to enable them to be included in one 
field of view of the telescope. There are special forms of 
apparatus which enable the astronomer in this case to 
give to his observations a precision unattainable in the 
measurement of objects less definitely marked, or at a 
greater apparent distance. The determination of the distance 
of the small star-like planet from a star is therefore 
characterised by great accuracy. 

But there is another and, perhaps, a weightier argument 
in favour of the determination of the scale of the solar 
system by this process. The real strength of the minor 
planet method rests hardly so much on the individual 
accuracy of the observations, as on the fact that from the 
nature of the method a considerable number of repetitions 
can be concentrated on the result. It will, of course, be 
understood that when we speak of the accuracy of an 

observation, it is not to be presumed that it can ever be 
16 
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entirely free from error. Errors always exist, and though 
they may be small, yet if the quantity to be measured is 
minute, an error of intrinsic insignificance may amount to an 
appreciable fraction of the whole. The one way by which 
their effect can be subdued is by taking the mean of a large 
number of observations. This is the real source of the 
value of the minor planet method. We have not to wait 
for the occurrence of rare events like the transit of Venua 
Each year will witness the approach of some one or more 
minor planets sufficiently close to the earth to render the 
method applicable. The varied circumstances attending each 
planet, and the great variety of the observations which may 
be made upon it, will further conduce to eliminate error. 

As the planet pursues its course through the sky, which 
is everywhere studded over with countless myriads of minute 
stars, it is evident that this body, itself so like a star, will 
always have some stars in its immediate neighbourhood. As 
the movements of the planet are well known, we can foretell 
where it will bo on each night that it is to be observed. 
It is thus possible to prearrange with observers in widely- 
diflferent parts of the earth as to the observations to be made 
on each particular night. 

An attempt has been made, on the suggestion of Sir David 
Gill, to carry out this method on a scale comtnensurate with 
its importance. The planets Iris, Victoria, and Sappho hap- 
pened, in the years 1888 and 1889, to approach so close to 
the earth that arrangements were made for simultaneous 
measurements in both the northern and the southern hemi- 
spheres. A scheme was completely drawn up many months 
before the observations were to commence. Each observer 
who participated in the work was thus advised beforehand of 
the stars which were to be employed each night. Viewed 
from any part of the earth, from the Cape of Good Hope or 
from Great Britain, the positions of the stars remain abso- 
lutely unchanged. Their distance is so stupendous that t 
change of place on the earth displaces them to no appreci- 
able extent But the case is different with a minor planet 
It is hardly one-millionth part of the distance of the stare. 
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and the displacement of the planet when viewed from the 
Cape and when viewed from Europe is a measurable quantity. 

The magnitude we are seeking is to be elicited by com* 
parison between the measurements made in the northern 
hemisphere with those made in the southern. The observa- 
tions in the two localities must be as nearly simultaneous as 
possible, due allowance being made tor the motion of the planet 
in whatever interval may have elapsed. Although every pre- 
caution is taken to eliminate the errors of each observation, 
yet the fact remains that we compare the measures made 
by observers in the northern hemisphere with those made by 
different observers, using of course different instruments, 
thousands of miles away. But in this respect we are at no 
greater disadvantage than in observing the transit of Venus. 

It is, however, possible to obviate even this objection, and 
thus to give the minor planet method a supremacy over its 
rival which cannot be disputed. The difficulty would be over- 
come if we could arrange that an astronomer, after making a 
set of observations on a fine night in the northern hemisphere, 
should be instantly transferred, instruments and all, to the 
southern station, and there repeat the observations. An equiva- 
lent transformation can be effected without any miraculous 
agency, and in it we have undoubtedly the most perfect mode 
of measuring the sun’s distance with which we are acquainted. 
This method has already been applied with success by Sir David 
Gill, K.C.B., in the case of Juno, and there are other members 
of the host of minor planets still more favourably circumstanced. 

Consider, for instance, a minor planet, which sometimes 
approaches to within 70,000,000 miles of the earth. When 
the opposition is drawing near, a skilled observer is to be 
placed at some suitable station near the equator. The in- 
strument he is to use should be that marvellous piece of 
mechanical and optical sldll known as the heliometer.* It 

*The heliometer is a telescope with its object-glass out in half along a 
diameter. One or both of these halves is movable transversely by a screw. 
Each half gives a complete image of the object. The measures are effected 
by observing how many turns of the screw convey the image of the star formed 
by one half of the object-glass to coincide with the image of the planet formed 
by the other. 
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can be used to measure the angular distance between objects 
too far apart for the filar micrometer. The measurements 
are to be made in the evening as soon as the planet has 
risen high enough to enable it to be seen distinctly. The 
observer and the observatoiy are then to be transferred to 
the other side of the earth. How is this to be done? Say, 
rather, how we could prevent it from being done. Is not 
the earth rotating on its axis, so that in the course of a 
few hours the observatory on the equator is carried bodily 
round for thousands of miles? As the morning approaches 
the observations are to be repeated. The planet is found 
to have changed its place very considerably with regard to 
the stars. This is partly due to its own motion, but it is 
also largely due to the parallactic displacement arising from 
the rotation of the earth, which may amount to so much 
as twenty seconds. The measures on a single night with the 
heliometer should not have a mean error greater than one- 
fifth of a second, and we might reasonably expect that 
observations could be secured on about twenty-five nights 
during the opposition. Four such groups might bo expected 
to give the sun’s distance without any uncertainty greater 
than the thousandth part of the total amount The chief 
difiiculty of the process arises from the movement of the 
planet during the interval which divides the evening from 
the morning observations. This drawback can be avoided 
by diligent and repeated measurements of the place of the 
planet with respect to the stars among which it passes. 
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In our exploration, of the beautiful series of bodies which 
form the solar system, we have proceeded step by step out- 
wards from the sun. In the pursuit of this method we 
have now come to the splendid planet Jupiter, which wends 
its majestic way in a path immediately outside those orbits 
of the minor planets which we have just been considering. 
Great, indeed, is the contrast between these tiny globes and 
the stupendous globe of Jupiter. Had we adopted a some- 
what different method of treatment — had we, for instance, 
discussed the various bodies of our planetary system in the 
order of their magnitude — then the minor planets would 
have been the last to be considered, while the leader of 
the host would be Jupiter. To this position JUpiter is 
entitled without an approach to rivaliy. The next greatest 
on the list, the beautiful and interesting Saturn, comes a 
long distance behind. Another great descent in the scale 
of ma^itude has to be made before we reach Uranus and 
Neptune, while still another step downwards must be made 
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before we reach that lesser group of planets which includes 
our earth. So conspicuously does Jupiter tower over the 
rest, that even if Saturn were to be augmented by all the 
other globes of our system rolled into one, the united mass 
would still not equal the great globe of Jupiter. 

The adjoining picture (Fig. 56) shows the relative dimensions 
of Jupiter and the earth, and it conveys to the eye a more vivid 
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impression of the enormous bulk of Jupiter than we can 
readily obtain by merely considering the numerical statements 
by which his bulk is to be accurately estimated. As, however, 
it will be necessary to place the numerical facts before our 
readers, we do so at the outset of this chapter. 

Jupiter revolves in an elliptic orbit around the sun in the 
focus, at a mean distance of 483,000,000 miles. The path of 
Jupiter is thus about 5‘2 times as great in diameter as the 
path pursued by the earth. The shape of Jupiter's orbit 
d^rts very appreciably from a circle, the greatest distance 
from the sun l^ing 5’4i5, while the least distance is about 
4*95, the earth's distance fk>m the son being taken as unity. 
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In the most favourable circumstances for seeing Jupiter at 
opposition, it must still be about four times as far from 
the earth as the earth is from the sua This great globe 
vrill also illustrate the law that the more distant a planet 
the slower is the velocity with which its orbital motion is 
accomplished. While the earth passes over eighteen miles 
each second, Jupiter only accomplishes eight miles. Thus for 
a twofold reason the time occupied by an exterior planet in 
completing a revolution is greater than the period of the 
eartk Not only has the outer planet to complete a longer 
course than the earth, but the speed is less ; it thus happens 
that Jupiter requires 4,332'6 days, or about fifty days less 
than twelve years, to make a circuit of the heavens. 

The mean diameter of the great planet is about 87,000 
miles. We say the mean diameter, because there is a con> 
spicuous difference in the case of Jupiter between his equatorial 
and his polar diameters. We have already seen that there is 
a similar difference in the case of the earth, where we find 
the polar diameter to be shorter than the equatorial ; but the 
inequality of these two dimensions is very much larger in 
Jupiter than in the earth. The equatorial diameter of Jupiter 
is 89,600 miles, while the polar is not more than 84,400 miles. 
The ellipticity of Jupiter indicated by these figures is sufii- 
ciently marked to be obvious without any refined measures. 
Around the shortest diameter the planet spins with what must 
be considered an enormous velocity when we reflect on the 
size of the globe. Each rotation is completed in about 9 hrs. 
55 mina 

We may naturally contrast the period of rotation of Jupiter 
with the much slower rotation of our earth in twenty-four 
hours. The difference becomes much more striking if we 
consider the relative speeds at which an object on the equator 
of the earth and on that of Jupiter actually moves. As the 
diameter of Jupiter is nearly eleven times that of the earth, 
it will follow that the speed of tJie equator on Jupiter must 
be about twenty-seven times as great as that on the earth. 
It is no doubt to this high velocity of rotation that we most 
ascribe the extraordinary ellipticity of Jupiter; the rapid 
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rotation causes a great centrifugal force, and this bulges out 
the pliant materials of which he seems to be formed. 

Jupiter is not, so far as we can see, a solid body. This is 
an important circumstance; and therefore it will be necessary 
to discuss the matter at some little length, as we here perceive 
a wide contrast between this great planet and the other 
planets which have previously occupied our attention. From 
the measurements already given it is easy to calculate the 
bulk or the volume of Jupiter. It will be found that this planet 
is about 1,300 times as large as the earth ; in other words, it 
would take 1,300 globes, each as large as our earth, all rolled 
into one, to form a sipgle globe as large as Jupiter. 

If the materials of which Jupiter is composed were of a 
nature analogous to the materials of the earth, wc might 
expect that the weight of the planet would exceed the weight 
of the earth in something like the proportion of their volumes. 
This is the matter now proposed to be brought to trial Hero 
we may at once be met with the query, as to how we are to 
find the weight of Jupiter. It is not even an easy matter 
to weigh the earth on which we stand. How, then, can we 
weigh a mighty planet vastly larger than the earth, and 
distant from us by some hundreds of millions of miles ? Truly, 
this is a bold problem. Yet the intellectual resources of man 
have proved sufficient to achieve this feat of celestial engineer- 
ing. They are not, it is true, actually able to make the 
ponderous weighing scales in which the great planet is to 
be cast, but they are able to divert to this purpose certain 
natural phenomena which yield the information that is required. 

Such investigations are based on the principle of universal 
gravitation. The mass of Jupiter attracts other masses in 
the solar system. The efficiency of that attraction is more 
particularly shown on the bodies which are near the planet. 
In virtue of this attraction certain movements are performed 
by those bodies. We can observe their character with our 
telescopes, we can ascertain their amount, and from our 
measurements we can calculate the mass of the body by 
which the movements have been produced. This is the sole 
Jnethod which we possess for tire investigation of the masses 
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of the planets ; and though it may be difficult in its applica- 
tion — ^not only from the observations which are required, but 
also from the intricacy and the profundity of the calculations 
to which those observations must be submitted — ^yet, in the 
case of Jupiter at least, there is no uncertainty about the 
result. 

The task is peculiarly simplified in the case of the greatest 
planet of our system by the beautiful system of moons with 
which he is attended. These little moons- revolve under the 
guidance of Jupiter, and their movements are not otherwise 
interfered with so as to prevent their use for our present 
purpose. It is from the observations of the satellites of 
Jupiter that we are enabled to measure his attractive power, 
and thence to calculate the mass of the mighty planet 

To those not specially conversant with the principles of 
mechanics, it may seem difficult to realise the degree of 
accuracy of which such a method is capable. Yet there can 
be no doubt that his moons inform us of the mass of Jupiter, 
and do not leave a margin of inaccuracy so great as one 
hundredth part of the total amount If other confirmation be 
needed, then it is forthcoming in abundance. A minor planet 
occasionally draws near the orbit of Jupiter and experiences his 
attraction j the planet is forced to swerve from its path, and 
the amount of the deviation can be measured. From that 
measurement the mass of Jupiter can be computed by a 
calculation, of which it would be impossible to give an account 
in this place. The mass of Jupiter, as determined by this 
method, agrees with the mass obtained in a totally different 
manner from the satellites. 

Nor have we yet exhausted the resources of astronomy in 
its bearing on this question. We can discard the planetary 
system, and invite the assistance of a comet which, flashing 
through the orbits of the planets, occasionally experiences 
large and sometimes enormous disturbances. For the present 
it suffices to remark, that on one or two occasions it has 
lUq>pened that venturous comets have been near oiough to 
Jupiter to be much disturbed by his attraction, and then to 
proclaim in their altered movements the magnitude of the 
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maas which has affected them. The satellites of Jujater, the 
minor planets, and the comets, all tell the weight of the 
giant orb; and, as they all concur in the result (at least 
within extremely narrow limits), we cannot hesitate to conclude 
that the mass of the greatest planet of our system has been 
determined with accuracy. 

The results of these measures must now be stated. They 
show, of course, that Jupiter is vastly inferior to the sun — 
that, in fact, it would take about 1,047 Jupiters, all rolled 
into one, to form a globe equal in weight to the sun. They 
also show us that it would take 316 globes as heavy as our 
earth to counterbalance the weight of Jupiter. 

No doubt this proves Jupiter to be a body of magnificent 
proportions; but the remarkable circumstance is not that 
Jupiter should be 316 times as heavy as the earth, but that 
he is not a great deal more. Have we not stated that Jupiter 
is 1,300 times as large as the earth? How then comes it 
that he is only 316 times as heavy? This points at once to 
some fundamental contrast between the constitution of Jupiter 
and of the earth. How are we to account for this difference ? 
We can conceive of two explanations In the first place, it 
might be supposed that Jupiter is constituted of materials 
partly or wholly unknown on the earth. There is, however, 
an altenuitive supposition at once more philosophical and 
more consistent with the evidence. It is true that we know 
little or nothing of what the elementary substances on Jupiter 
may be, but one of the great discoveries of modem astronomy 
has taught us something of the elementary bodies present in 
other bodies of the universe, and has demonstrated that to a 
'large extent they are identical with the elementary bodies on 
the earth. If Jupiter be composed of bodies resembling those 
on the earth, there is one way, and only one, in which we 
can account for the disparity between his size and his masa 
Perhaps the best way of stating the argmnent will be found 
in a glance at the remote history of the earth itself, for it 
seems not impossible that the present condition of Jupiter 
was itself foreshadowed by the condition of our earth countless 
ages ago. 
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la a previous chapter we had occasion to point out how 
the earth seemed to be cooling iirom an earlier and highly 
heated condition. The further we look back, the hotter 
our gbbe seems to have been; and if we project our glance 
back to an epoch sufficiently remote, we see that it must once 
have been so hot that life on its surface would have been 
impossible. Back still earlier, we find the heat to have been 
such that water could not rest on the earth ; and hence 
it seems likely that at some incredibly remote epoch all the 
oceans now reposing in the deeps on the surface, and perhaps 
a considerable portion of its now solid crust, must have 
been in a state of vapour. Such a transformation of the 
globe would not alter its mass, for the materials weigh 
the same whatever be their condition as to temperature, 
but it would alter the size of our globe to a very consider- 
able extent. If these oceans were transformed into vapour, 
then the atmosphere, charged with mighty clouds, would 
have a bulk some hundreds of times greater than that 
which it has at present. Viewed from a distant planet, the 
cloud-laden atmosphere would indicate the visible size of 
our globe, and its average density would accordingly appear 
to be veiy much less than it is at present. 

From these considerations it will be manifest that the 
discrepancy between the size and the weight of Jupiter, as 
contrasted with our earth, would be completely removed 
if we supposed that Jupiter was at the present day a highly 
heated body in the condition of our earth countless ages ago. 
Every circumstance of the case tends to justify this aigu- 
ment. We have assigned the smallness of the moon as a 
reason why the moon has cooled sufficiently to make its 
volcanoes silent and still. In the same way the smallness 
of the earth, as compared with Jupiter, accounts for the 
fact that Jupiter still retains a large part of its original 
heat, while the smaller earth has dissipated most of its store. 
This argument is illustrated and strengthened when we 
introduce other planets into the oomparisoa As a general 
rule we find that the smaller bodies, like the earth and 
liars, have a high density, indicative of a low temperatare^ 
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while the giant planets, like Jupiter and Saturn, have a 
low density, suggesting that they still retain a large part 
of their original heat We say “ original heat ” for the want, 
perhaps, of a raore correct expression ; it will, however, indi- 
cate that we do not in the least refer to the solar heat, of 
which, indeed, the great outer planets receive much less 
than those nearer the sun. Where the original heat may 
have come from is a matter still confined to the province 
of speculation. 

A complete justification of these views with regard to 
Jupiter is to be found when we make a minute telescopic 
scrutiny of its surfiice; and it fortunately happens that the 
size of the planet is so great that, even at a distance of 
more millions of miles than there are days in the year, we 
can still trace on its surface some significant features. 

Plate XI. gives a series of four different views of Jupiter. 
They have been taken from a series of admirable draw- 
ings of the great planet made by Mr. Griffiths in 1897. 
The first picture shows the appearance of the globe at 
lOh. 20m. Greenwich time on February 17th, 1897, through 
a powerful refracting telescope. We at once notice in this 
drawing that the outline of Jupiter is distinctly elliptical 
The surface of the planet usually shows the remarkable 
series of belts here represented. They are nearly parallel 
to each other and to the planet’s equator. 

When Jupiter is observed for some hours, the appearance 
of the belts undergoes certain changes. These are partly 
due to the regular rotation of the planet on its axis, which, 
in a period of less than five hours, will completely carry 
away the hemisphere we first saw, and replace it by the 
hemisphere originally at the other side. But besides the 
changes thus arising, the belts and other features on the 
planet are also very variable. Sometimes new stripes or 
marks appear, and old ones disappear; in fact, a thorough 
examination of Jupiter will demonstrate the remarkable fact 
that there are no permanent features whatever to be dis- 
.cemed. We are here immediately struck by the contrast 
between Jupiter and Mars; on the smaller planet the main 
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topographical outlines are almost invariable, and it has been 
feasible to construct maps of the surface with tolerably 
accurate detail; a map of Jupiter is, however, an im- 
possibility — the drawing of the planet which we make 
to-night will be different from the drawing of the same 
hemisphere made a few weeks hence. 

It should, however, be noticed that objects occasionally 
appear on the planet which seem of a rather more per- 
sistent character than the belts. We may specially mention 
the object known as the great oblong Red Spot, which has 
been a veiy remarkable feature upon the southern hemi- 
sphere of Jupiter since 1878. This object, which has attracted 
a great deal of attention from observers, is about 30,000 
miles long by about 7,000 in breadth. Professor Barnard 
remarks that the older the spots on Jupiter are, the more 
ruddy do they tend to become. 

The conclusion is irresistibly forced upon us that when 
we view the surface of Jupiter we are not looking at any 
solid body. The want of permanence in the features of the 
planet would be intelligible if what we see be merely an 
atmosphere laden with clouds of impenetrable density. The 
belts especially support this view ; we are at once reminded 
of the equatorial zones on our own earth, and it is not at 
all unlikely that an observer sufficiently remote from the 
earth to obtain a just view of its appearance would detect 
upon its surface more or less perfect cloud-belts suggestive 
of those on Jupiter. A view of our earth would be, as it 
were, intermediate between a view of Jupiter and of Mars. 
In the latter case the appearance of the permanent features 
of the planet is only to a trifling extent obscured by clouds 
floating over the surface. Our earth would always be peurtly, 
and often perhaps very largely, covered with cloud, while 
Jupiter seems at all times completely enveloped. 

From another cla.ss of observations we are also taught 
the important truth that Jupiter is not, superficially at 
least, a solid body. The period of rotation of the planet 
round its axis is derived from the observation of certain 
marks, which present sufficient definiteness and sufficient 
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permanence to be suitable for the purposa Suppose one of 
these objects to lie at the centre of the planet’s disc ; . its 
position is carefully measured, and the time is noted. As 
the hours pass on, the mark moves to the edge of Uie disc, 
then round the other side of the planet, and back again to 
the visible disa When it has returned to the position 
originally occupied the time is again taken, and the interval 
which ^ ^psed is called the period of rotation of the 
spot. 

If Jupiter were a solid, and if these features were en- 
graved upon its surface, then it is perfectly clear that the 
time of rotation as found by any one spot must coincide 
precisely with the time yielded by any other spot; but this 
is not observed to bo the case. In fact, it would be nearer 
the truth to say that each spot gives a special period of its 
own. Nor are the differences very minute. It has been 
found that the time in which the red spot (the latitude of 
which is about 25° south) is carried round is five minutes 
longer than that required by some peculiar white marks near 
the equator. The red spot has now been watched for about 
thirty years, and during most of that time has had a 
tendency to rotate more and more slowly, as may be seen 
from the following values of its rotation period; — 

In 1879, 9h. 65m. 33 98. 

„ 1886, „ „ 40-68. 

„ 1891, „ „ 41 7s. 

Since 1891 this tendency seems to have ceased, while the 
spot has been gradually fisiding away. Oenerally speaking, 
we may say that the equatorial regions rotate in about 
9h. 50m. 20s., and the temperate zones in about 9h. 
55m. 40s. Bemarkable exceptions are occasionally met 
with. Some small black spots in north latitude 22°, which 
broke out in 1880 and again in 1891, rotated in 9h. 48m. to 
9L 49im. It may, therefore, be regarded as certain that 
the globe of Jupiter, so far as we can see it, is not a solid 
body. It consists, on the exterior at all events, of clouds 
and vaporous masses, which seem to be agitated by storms 
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Fig. 57.— The Occultation of Fig. 58.— The Occultatloxi of 

Jupiter (1). Jupiter (2). 



Fig. 69.— The Occultation of Fig. 60.— The Occultation of 

Jupiter (3). Jupiter (4). 


of the utmost intensity, if we are to judge from the cease- 
less changes of the planet’s surface. 

Various photographs of Jupiter have been obtained; those 
which have l^n taken at the Lick Observatory being specially 
interesting and instructive. Pictures of the planet obtained 
with the camera in remarkable circumstances are repre- 
sented in Figs. 67 — 60, which were taken by Professor Wm. H. 
Pickerii^ at Arequipa, Peru, on the 12th of August, 1892.* 
The small object with the belts is the planet Jupiter, The 
* Astronomy and Astroj^yiioa,” ITo. 109. 
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laige advancing disc (of which only a small part can be 
shown) is the moon. The phenomenon illustrated is called 
the “ occultation ” of the planet. The planet is half-way behind 
the moon in Fig. 59, while in Fig. 60 half of the planet is 
still hidden by the dark limb of the moom 

It is well known that the tempests by which the atmo- 
sphere surrounding the earth is convulsed are to be ultimately 
attributed to the heat of the sun. It is the rays from the 
great luminaiy which, striking on the vast continents, warm 
the air in contact therewith. This heated air becomes lighter, 
and rises, while air to supply its place must flow in along 
the surface. The currents so produced form a breeze or a 
wind; while, under exceptional circumstances, we have the 
phenomena of cyclones and hurricanes, all originated by the 
sun’s heat Need we add that the rains, which so often 
accompany the storms must also be credited to the solar 
beams, which have distilled from the wide expanse of ocean 
the moisture by which the earth is refreshed ? 

The storms on Jupiter seem to be vastly greater than those 
on the earth. Yet the intensity of the sun’s heat on Jupiter 
is only a mere fraction — less, indeed, than the twenty-fifth 
part — of that received by the earth. It is incredible that 
the motive power of the appalling tempests on the great 
planet can be entirely, or even largely, due to the feeble 
influence of solar heat We are, therefore, led to seek for 
some other source of such disturbances. What that source 
is to be will appear obvious when we admit that Jupiter still 
retains a laige proportion of primitive internal heat Just as 
the sun itself is distracted by violent tempests as an accom- 
paniment of its intense internal fervour, so, in a lesser degree, 
do we observe the same phenomena in Jupiter. It may also 
be noticed that the spots on the sun usually lie in more or 
less regular zones, parallel to its equator, the arrangement 
beii^ in this respect not dissimilar to that of the belts on 
Jupiter. 

It being admitted that the mighty planet still retains some 
of its internal heat, the question remains as to how much. 
It is, of course, obvious that the heat of the planet is incon- 
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siderable when compared with the heat of the sua The 
brilliance of Jupiter, which makes it an object of such 
splendour in our midnight sky, is derived from the same 
great source which illuminates the earth, the moon, or the 
other planets. Jupiter, in fact, shines by reflected sunlight, 
and not in virtue of any intrinsic light in his globe. A beautiful 
proof of this truth is familiar to every user of a telescope. 
The little satellites of the planet sometimes intrude between 
him and the sun, and cast a shadow on Jupiter. The shadow 
is black, or, at all events, it seems black, relatively to the 
brilliant surrounding surface of the planet It must, therefore, 
be obvious that Jupiter is indebted to the sun for its brilliancy. 
The satellites supply another interesting proof of this truth. 
One of these bodies sometimes enters the shadow of Jupiter 
and lo! the little body vanishes. It does so because Jupiter 
has cut off the supply of sunlight which previously rendered 
the satellite visible. But the planet is not himself able to 
offer the satellite any light in compensation for the sunlight 
which he has intercepted.* 

Enough, however, has been demonstrated to enable us to 
pronounce on the question as to whether the globe of Jupiter 
can be inhabited by living creatures resembling those on this 
earth. Obviously this cannot be so. The internal heat and 
the fearful tempests seem to preclude the possibility of organic 
life on the great planet, even were there not other arguments 
tending to the same conclusion. It may, however, be con- 
tended, with perhaps some plausibility, that Jupiter has in 
the distant future the prospect of a glorious career as the 
residence of organic life. The time will assuredly come when 
the internal heat must decline, when the clouds will gradually 
condense into oceans. On the surface dry land may then 
appear, and Jupiter be rendered habitabla 

From this sketch of the planet itself we now turn to the 
interesting and beautiful system of eight satellites by which 
Jupiter is attended. We have, indeed, already found it neces- 
sary to allude more than once to some of these little bodiw, but 

* It is only tight to add that loms obterrets believe that, in ezceptioDal cit> 
cnmstanoes, points of-Jiqiiter hare shown some slight degree of intrinsio light. 
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not to such an extent as to interfere with the more formal 
treatment which they are now to receive. 

The discovery of the four chief satellites may be regarded 
as an important epoch in the history of astronomy. They 
are objects situated in a remarkable manner on the b<»der- 
line which divides the objects visible to the untdded eye from 
those which require telescopic md. It has been frequently 
asserted that these objects have been seen with the unaided 
eye ; but without entering into any controversy on the matter, 
it is sufficient to recite the well-known fact that, although 
Jupiter had been a familiar object for countless centuries. 



Fig. 61. Jupiter and his Four Principal Satellites as seen in a Telescope of Low 

Power. 


yet the sharpest eyes under the clearest skies never dis- 
covered the satellites until Galileo turned the newly invented 
telescope upon them. This tube was no doubt a very feeble 
instrument, but very little power suffices to show objects so 
close to the limit of unaided eye visibility. 

A view of the planet and its four principal satellites, 
as shown in a telescope of moderate power, is represented in 
Fig. 61. We here see the great globe, and nearly in a line 
passing through its centre lie four small objects,-three on one 
nde and one on the other. These little bodies resemble stars, 
but they can be distinguished therefrom by their ceaseless 
movements around the planet, which they never fail to 
accompany during his entire circuit of the heavens. There 
is no more pleasing spectacle for the student tlian to follow 
with his telescope the movements of this beautiful system 
In Fig. 62 we have represented some of the various pheno- 
mena which the satellites present The long black shadow is 
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tltat produced by the interposition of Jupiter in the path of 
the sun’s rays. In consequence of the great distance of 
the sun this shadow will extend, in the form of a yeiy 
dcmgated cone, to a distance far beyond the orbit of the outer 
satellite. The second satellite is immersed in this shadow, 
and consequently eclipsed. The eclipse of a satellite must 
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not be attributed to the intervention of the body of Jupiter 
between the satellite and the earth. Such an occurrence is 
called an occultation, and the third satellite is shown in this 
conditioa The second and the third satellites are thus alike 
inviable, but the cause of the invisibility is quite different 
in the two cases. The eclipse is much the more striking 
phenomenon of the two, because the satellite, at the moment 
it plunges into the darkness, may be still at some apparent 
distance from the edge of the planet, and is thus seen up to 
the moment of the eclipse. In an occultation the satellite in 
pasnng behind the planet is, at the time of disappearance, 
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close to the planet’s bright edge, and the extinction of the 
light from the small body cannot be observed with the same 
impressiveness as the occurrence of an eclipse. 

A satellite also assumes another remarkable situation when 
in the course of transit over the face of the planet The 
satellite itself is not always very easy to see in such cir- 
cumstances, but the beautiful shadow which it casts forms 
a sharp black spot on the brilliant orb : the satellite will, 
indeed, frequently cast a visible shadow when it passes between 
the planet and the sun, even though it be not actually at the 
moment in front of the planet, as it is seeii from the earth. 

The periods in which the four principal moons of Jupiter 
revolve around their primary are respectively, 1 day 18 hrs. 
27 min. 34 secs, for the first ; 3 days 13 hrs. 13 min. 42 seas., 
for the second ; 7 days 3 hrs. 42 min. 33 secs, for the third ; 
and 16 days 16 hrs. 32 mia 11 secs, for the fourth. We 
thus observe that the periods of Jupiter’s satellites are decidedly 
briefer than those of our mooa Even the satellite most distant 
from the great planet requires for each revolution less than 
two-thirds of an ordinary lunar month. The innermost of 
these bodies, revolving as it does in less than two diys, presents 
a striking series of ceaseless and rapid changes, and it becomes 
eclipsed during every revolution. The distance from the centre 
of Jupiter to the orbit of the innermost of these four attendimts 
is about a quarter million miles, while the radius of the outer- 
most is a little more than a million miles. The second of 
the satellites proceeding outwards from the planet is almost 
the same size as our moon ; the other three bodies are larger ; 
the third being the greatest of all (about 3,560 miles in 
diameter). Owing to the minuteness of the satellites as seen 
from the earth, it is extremely difficult to perceive any 
markings on their surfiices, but the few observations made seem 
to indicate that the satellites (like our moon) always turn the 
same face towards their primary. Professor Barnard has, with 
the great Lick refractor, seen a white equatorial bolt on the 
first satellite, while its poles were very dark. Mr. Douglass, 
observing with Mr. Lowell’s great refractor, has also reported 
certain streaky markings on the third satellite. 
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A very interesting astronomical discovery was that made 
by Professor E. K Barnard in 1892. He detected with the 
36-inch Lick refractor an extremely minute fifth satellite to 
Jupiter at a distance of 112,400 miles, and revolving in a period 
of 11 hrs. 57 min. 22‘6 secs. It can only be seen with the 
most powerful telescopes. 

The eclipses of Jupiter’s satellites had been observed for 
many years, and the times of their occurrence had been 
recorded. At length it was perceived that a certain order 
reigned among the eclipses of these bodies; as among all other 
astronomical phenomena. When once the Jaws according to 
which the eclipses recurred had been perceived, the usual 
consequence followed. It became possible to foretell the time 
at which the eclipses would occur in fiiture. Predictions were 
accordingly made, and it was found that they were approxi- 
mately verified. Further improvements in the calculations 
were then perfected, and it was sought to predict the times 
with still greater accuracy. But when it came to naming the 
actual minute at which the eclipse should occur, expectations 
were not always realised. Sometimes the eclipse was five or 
ten minutes too soon. Sometimes it was five or ten minutes 
too late. Discrepancies of this kind always demand attention. 
It is, indeed, by the right use of them that discoveries are 
often made, and one of the most interesting examples is that 
now before us. 

The irr^ularity in the occurrence of the eclipses was at 
length perceived to observe certain rules. It was noticed that 
when the earth was near to Jupiter the eclipse generally 
occurred before the predicted time; while when the earth 
happened to be at the side of its orbit away from Jupiter, 
the eclipse occurred after the predicted time. Once this was 
proved, the great discovery was quickly made by Eoemer, a 
Danish astronomer, in 1676. When the satellite enters the 
shadow, its light gradually decreases until it disappears. It 
is the last ray of light from the eclipsed satellite that gives 
the time of the eclipse; but that ray of light has to travel 
from the satellite to the earth, and enter our telescope, before 
we can note the occurrenoe. It used to be thought that 
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light travelled instantaneously, so that the moment the eclipse 
oocurred was assumed to be the moment when the eclipse 
was seen in the telescope. This was now perceived to be 
incorrect. It was found that light took time to travel When 
the earth was comparatively near Jupiter the light had only 
a short journey, the intelligence of the eclipse arrived quickly, 
and the eclipse was seen sooner than the calculations indicated 
When the earth occupied a position £a.r from Jupiter, the light 
had a longer journey, and took more than the average time, 
so that the eclipse was later than the prediction. This simple 
explanation removed the difficulty attending the predictions 
of the eclipses of the satellites. But the discovery had a 
significance far more momentoua We learned from it that 
light had a measurable velocity, which, according to recent 
researches, amounts to 186,000 miles per second. 

One of the most celebrated attempts to ascertain the 
distance of the sun is derived from a combination of experi- 
ments on the velocity of light with astronomical measurements. 
This is a method of considerable refinement and interest, and 
although it does not so fulfil all the necessary conditions as 
to make it perfectly satis&ctory, yet it is impossible to avoid 
some reference to it here. Notwithstanding that the velocity 
of light is so stupendous, it_ has been found possible to 
measure that velocity by actual trial This is one of the 
most delicate experimental researches that have ever been 
undertaken. If it be difficult to measure the speed of a 
rifle bullet, what shall we say of the speed of a ray of light, 
which is nearly a million times as great? How shall w( 
devise an apparatus subtle enough to determine the velocity 
which would girdle the earth at the equator no less than 
seven times in a single second of time? Ordinary con- 
trivances for measurement are here futile; we have to 
devise an instrument of a wholly different character. 

In the attempt to discover the speed of a moving body 
we first mark out a certain distance, and then measure the 
time which the body requires to traverse that distance. We 
determine the velocity of a railway train by the time it takes 
to pass from one mile-post to the next. We learn the speed 
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of a rifle bullet by an ingenious contrivanoe really founded 
on the same principle The greater the velocity, the more 
desirable is it that the distance traversed during the experi- 
ment shall be as large as possible. In dealing vrith the 
measurement of the velocity of light, we therefore choose for 
our measured distance the greatest length that may be con- 
venient. It is, however, necessary that the two ends of the 
line shall be visible from each other. A hill a mile or two 
away will form a suitable site for the distant station, and 
the distance of the selected point on - the hill from the 
observer must be carefully measured. 

The problem is now easily stated. A ray of light is to 
be sent from the observer to the distant station, and the 
time occupied by that ray in the journey is to be measured. 
We may suppose that the observer, by a suitable contrivance, 
has arranged a lantern from which a thin ray of light 
issuea Let us assume that this travels all the way to 
the distant station, and there falls upon the surface of 
a reflecting mirror. Instantly it will be diverted by re- 
flection into a now direction depending upon the inclina- 
tion of the mirror. By suitable adjustment the latter can 
be so placed that the light shall fall perpendicularly upon it, 
in which case the -ray will of course return along the direc- 
tion in which it came. Let the mirror be fixed in this 
position throughout the course of the experiments. It 
follows that a ray of light starting from the lantern will be 
returned to the lantern after it has made the journey to the 
distant station and back again. Imagine, then, a little 
shutter placed in front of the lantern. We open the shutter, 
the ray streams forth to the remote reflector, and back again 
through the opening. But now, after having allowed the 
ray to pass through the shutter, suppose we try and close 
it before the ray has had time to get back again. What 
fingers could be nimble «iough to do this ? Even if the 
distant station were ten miles away, so that the light had 
a journey of ten miles in going to the mirror and ten 
mUes in coming back, yet the whole course would be accom- 
plished in about the nine-thousandth part of a second — a 
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period so short that even were it a thousand limes as 
long it would hardly enable manual dexterity to close the 
aperture. Yet a shutter can be constructed which shall be 
sufficiently delicate for the purpose. 

The principle of this beaut^l method will be sufficiently 
obvious irom the diagram on this page (Fig. 63), which 
has been taken from Newcomb’s “ Popular Astronomy.” The 
figure exhibits the lantern and the observer, and a large 
wheel with projecting teeth. Each tooth as it passes roimd 
eclipses the beam of light emer^g from the lantern, and 



Fig. 63.— Mode of Measuring the Velocity of Light. 


also the eye, which is of course directed to the mirror at 
the distant station. In the position of the wheel here shown 
the ray from the lantern will pass to the mirror and back 
so as to be visible to the eye; but if the wheel be rotating, 
it may so happen that the beam after leaving the lantern 
will not have time to return before the next tooth of the 
wheel comes in front of the eye and screens it If the 
wheel be urged still faster, the next tooth may have passed 
the eye, so that the ray again becomes visible. The speed 
at which the wheel is rotating can be measured. We can 
thus determine the time taken by one of the teeth to pass 
in front of the eye; we have accordingly a measure of the 
time occupied by the ray of light in the double journey, and 
hence we have a measurement of the velocity of light. 

It thus appears that we can tell the velocity of light eithei:' 
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by the observations of Jupiter’s satellites or by experimental 
enquiry. If we take the latter method, then we are entitled 
to deduce remarkable astronomical consequences. We can, in 
fact, employ this method for solving that great problem so often 
referred to— the distance from the earth to the sun — though 
it cannot be so satisfactory as some other methods. 

The dimensions of the solar system are so considerable 
that a sunbeam requires an appreciable interval of time to 
span the abyss which separates the earth from the sun. Eight 
minutes is approximately the duration of the journey, so that 
at any moment we see the sun as it appeared eight minutes 
earlier to an observer in its immediate neighbourhood. In 
fact, if the sun were to be suddenly blotted out it would still 
be seen shining brilliantly for eight minutes after it had really 
disappeared. We can determine this period from the eclipses 
of Jupiter’s satellites. 

So long as the satellite is shining it radiates a stream of 
light across the vast space between Jupiter and the earth. 
When the eclipse has commenced, the little orb is no longer 
luminou.s, but there is, nevertheless, a long stream of light 
on its way, and until all this has poured into our telescopes 
we still see the satellite shining as before. If we could calculate 
the moment when ■ the eclipse really took place, and if we 
could observe the moment at which the eclipse is seen, the 
difference between the two gives the time which the light 
occupies on the journey. This can he found with some 
accuracy ; and, as we already know the velocity of light, we 
can ascertain the distance of Jupiter from the earth ; and 
hence deduce the scale of the solar system. It must, how- 
ever, be remarked that at both extremities of the process 
there are characteristic sources of uncertainty. The occurrence 
of the eclipse is not an instantaneous phenomenon. The 
satellite is large enough to require an appreciable time in 
crossing the boundary which defines the shadow, so that the 
observation of an eclipse cannot be sufficiently precise to form 
the basis of an important and accmate measurement.* Still 

* ProlesAor Pickering, of Cambridge, Mass., bas. however, effected the 
important improvement of measuring the decline of light of the satellite under- 
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greater difficulties accompany the attempt to define the true 
moment of the occurrence of the eclipse as it would be seen 
by an observer in the vicinity of the satellite. For this we 
should require a far more perfect theory of the movem^ts 
jf Jupiter’s satellites than is at present attainable. This 
method of finding the sun’s distance holds out no prospect 
of a result accurate to the one-thousandth part of its amount, 
and we may discard it, inasmuch as the other methods avail- 
able seem to admit of much higher accuracy. 

The four chief satellites of Jupiter have special interest 
for the mathematician, who finds in them a most striking 
instance of the universality of the law of gravitatioa These 
bodies are, of course, mainly controlled in their movements 
by the attraction of the great planet; but they also attract 
each other, and certain curious consequences are the result. 

The mean motion of the first satellite in each day about 
the centre of Jupiter is 203'''4890. That of the second is 
101°'3748, and that of the third is 60°'3177. These quantities 
are so related that the following law will be found to be 
observed : 

The mean motion of the first satellite added to twice the 
mean motion of the third is exactly equal to three times the 
mean motion of the second. 

There is another law of an analogous character, which is 
thus expressed (the mean longitude being the angle between 
a fixed line and the radius to the mean place of the satellite) : 
If to the mean longitude of the first satellite we add twice 
the mean longitude of the third, and subtract three times 
the mean longitude of the second, the difference is always 
180". 

It was from observations that these principles were first 
discovered. Laplace, however, showed tW if the satellites 
revolved nearly in this way, then their mutual perturbations, 
in accordance with the law of gravitation, would preserve them 
in this relative position for ever. A beautiful series of observa- 
tions made at the Cape of Good Hope in 1902-3 by Mr. Bryan 

going eclipse hy the photometer. Much additional precision may he anticipated 
in the results oil such observations. 
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Cbokson, has added greatly to our knowledge of the movements 
of these four satellites. 

We sludl conclude with the remark, that the discovery of 
Jupiter’s satellites afforded the great confirmation of the 
Copemican theory. Copernicus had asked the world to believe 
that our sun was a great globe, and that the earth and all 
the other planets were small bodies revolving round the great 
one. This doctrine, so repugnant to the theories previously 
held, and to the immediate evidence of our senses, could only 
be established by a refined course of reasoning. The discovery 
of Jupiter’s satellites was very opportune. Here we had an 
ocular demonstration of a system, though on a much smaller 
scale, identical with that which Copernicus had proposed. “As 
in the case of the spots on the sun, Galileo’s announcement 
of this discovery was received with incredulity by those 
philosophers of the day who believed that everything in 
nature was described in the writings of Aristotla One 
eminent astronomer, Clavius, said that to see the satellites 
one must have a telescope which would produce them; but 
he changed his mind as soon as he saw them himselfi 
Another philosopher, more prudent, refused to put his eye 
to the telescope lest he should see them and be convinced. 
He died shortly afterwards. ‘ I hope,’ said the caustic Galileo, 
‘that he saw them while on his way to heavea’"* 

In the early part of January, 1905, the attention of 
astronomers all over the world was arrested by an important 
discovery made by Professor Perrine at the Lick ObsOTvatory. 

An excessively minute object which had presented itself 
for some weeks on several of the photographic plates taken 
with the Crossley Befiector, was announced to be a satellite 
hitherto unknown in the Jupiter System. 

In the following month a seventh satellite was discovered by 
the same astronomer. Both these new and interesting objects 
differ firom the five satellites already known to belong to the 
great planet, in having much larger orbits than any of them. 

An eighth satellite was discovered by Mr. Melotte on a 
photograph taken in 1908 at the Boyal Observatory, Greenwiok 

* ^^^ewcomVs Popular Afttronomy/’ p. 836. 
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At a profound distance in space, which, on an average, is 
886,000,000 miles, the planet Saturn performs its mighty revo- 
lution around the sun in a period of twenty-nine and a half 
years. This gigantic orbit formed the boundary to the planetary 
system, so far as it was known to the ancienta 

Although Saturn is not so great a body as Jupiter, yet 
it vastly exceeds the earth in bulk and in mass, and is, indeed, 
much greater than any one of the planets, Jupiter alone ex- 
cepted. But while Saturn must yield the palm to Jupiter so 
far as mere dimensions are concerned, yet it will be generally 
admitted that even Jupiter, with all the retinue by which he 
is attended, cannot compete in beauty with the marvellous 
system of Saturn. To the present writer it has always seemed 
that Saturn is one of the three most interesting celestial objects 
visible to observers in northern latitudes. The other two will 
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occupy our attention in future chapters. They are the great 
nebula In Orion, and the star cluster in Hercules. 

So tar as the globe of Saturn is concerned, we do not 
meet with any features which give to the planet its excep* 
tional interest. The globe is less than that of Jupiter and 
as the latter is also much nearer to us, the apparent mze of 
Saturn is in a twofold way much smaller than that of Jupiter. 
It should also bo noticed that, owing to the greater distance 
of Saturn from the sun, its intrinsic brilliancy is less than 
that of Jupiter. There are, no doubt, certain marks and bands 
often to be seen on Saturn, but they are not nearly so striking 
nor so characteristic as the ever- variable belts upon Jupiter. 
The telescopic appearance of the globe of Saturn must also 
be ranked as greatly inferior in interest to that of Mars. Hie 
delicacy of detail which we can see on Mars when favourably 
placed has no parallel whatever in the dim and distant Saturn. 
Nor has Saturn, regarded again merely as a globe, anything 
like the interest of Venus. The great splendour of Venus is 
altogether out of comparison with that of Saturn, while the 
brilliant crescent of the evening star is infinitely more pleasing 
than any telescopic view of the globe of Saturn. Yet even 
while we admit all this to the fullest extent, it does not in- 
validate the claim of Saturn to be one of the most supremely 
beautiful and interesting objects in the heavens. This interest 
is not due to his globe; it is due to that marvellous system 
of lings by which Saturn is surrounded — a system wonderful 
from every point of view, and, so far as our knowledge goes, 
without a parallel in the wide extent of the universe. 

To the unaided eye Saturn usually appears like a star of 
the first magnitude. Its light alone would hardly be sufficient 
to discriminate it from many of the brighter fixed stats. Yet 
the ancients were acquainted with Saturn, and they knew it 
as a planet It was included with the other four great planets — 
Mercury, Venus, Mars, and Jupiter — ^in the group of wanderers, 
which were bound to no fixed points of the sky like the stars. 
On account of the great disWee of Saturn, its movements 
are much slower than those of the other planets known to the 
ancienta Twenty-nine years and a half are required for this 
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distant object to complete its circuit of the heavens; and, 
though this movement is slow compared with the incessant 
changes of Yenus, yet it is rapid enough to attract the attention 
of any careful observer. In a single year Saturn moves 
through a distance of about twelve d^rees, a quantity 
sufficiently large to be conspicuous to casual observation. 
Even in a month, .or sometimes in a week, the planet traverses 
an arc of the sky which can be detected by anyone who wiU 
take the trouble to mark the place of the planet with r^ard 
to the stars in its vicinity. Those who are privil^ped to use 
accurate astronomical instruments can readily detect the 
motion of Saturn in a few hours. 

The average distance from the. sun to Saturn is about 886 
millions of miles. The path of Saturn, as of every other 
planet, is really an ellipse with the sun in one focus. In the 
case of Saturn the shape of thb ellipse is very appreciably 
different from a purely circular path. Around this path 
Saturn moves with an average velocity of 6'96 miles per second. 

The mean diameter of the globe of Saturn is about 71,000 
miles. Its equatorial diameter is about 75,000 miles, and its 
polar diameter 67,000 miles — the ratio of these numbers being 
approximately that of 10 to 9. It is thus obvious that 
^tum departs from the truly spherical shape to a very 
marked extent. The protuberance at its equator must, no 
doubt, be attributed to the high velocity with which the 
planet is rotating. The velocity of rotation of Saturn is more 
than double as &st as that of the earth, though it is not 
quite so hist as that of Jupiter. Saturn makes one complete 
rotation in about 10 hra 14 mia Mr. Stanley Williams has, 
however, observed with great care a number of spots which 
he has discovered, and he finds that some of these spots in 
about 27° north latitude indicate rotation in a period of 
10 hrs. 14 mins, to 15 mia, while equatorial ^ts require no 
more than 10 hrs. 12 mia to 13 min. There is, however, 
the peculiarity that spots in the same latitude, but at different 
parts of the planet, rotate at rates which differ by a minute 
or more, while the period found by various groups of spots 
seems to change from ywx to year. 
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These ^ts prove that Saturn and the spots do not fonn 
a rigid system. The lightness of this planet is such as to be 
wholly incompatible with the supposition that its globe is 
constituted of solid materials at all comparable with those of 
which the crust of our earth is composed. The satellites, 
which surround Saturn and form a system only less interest- 
ing than the renowned rings themselves, enable us to weigh 
the planet in comparison with the sun, and hence to deduce 
its actual mass relatively to the earth. The result is not a 
little remarkable. It appears that the density of the earth 
is eight times as great as that of Saturn. In feet, the density 
of the latter is less than that of water itself, so that a mighty 
globe of water, equal in bulk to Saturn, would actually weigh 
more. If we could conceive a vast ocean into which a globe 
equal to Saturn in size and weight were cast, the great globe 
would not sink like our earth or like any of the other 
planets; it would float buoyantly at the surface with one- 
fourth of its bulk out of the water. 

We thus learn with high probability that what our 
telescopes show upon Saturn is not a solid surface, but merely 
a vast envelope of clouds surrounding a heated interior. It 
is impossible to resist the suggestion that this planet, like 
Jupiter, has still retained its heat because its mass is so laige. 
We must, however, allude to a circumstance which perhaps 
may seem somewhat inconsistent with the view here takea 
We have found that Jupiter and Saturn are, both of them, 
much less dense than the earth. When we compare the 
two planets together, it appears that Saturn is much less 
dense than Jupiter. In fact, every cubic mile of Jupiter 
weighs nearly twice as much as each cubic mile of Satura 
This would seem to point to the conclusion that Saturn is 
the more heated of the two bodies. Yet, as Jupiter is the 
larger, it might more reasonably have been expected to be 
hotter than the other planet We do not attempt to recoa 
cile this discrepancy; in fact, in our ignorance as to the 
material constitution of these bodies, it would seem useless 
to discuss the questioa 

Even if we allow for the lightness of Saturn, as compared 
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bulk for bulk witb the earth, yet the volume of Saturn is so 
enormous that the planet weighs more than ninety-five tiwifla 
as much as the earth. The adjoining view represents the 
relative sizes of Saturn and the earth (Fig. 65). 

As the unaided eye discloses no trace of the ring by 
which Saturn is surrounded, the interest which attaches to 
this planet may be said to commence from the time when it 
began to be observed with the telescope. The history must 
be briefly alluded to, for it was only by degrees that the real 
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nature of this complicated object was understood. When 
Galileo completed his little refracting telescope, which, though 
it only magnified thirty times, was yet an enormous addition 
to the powers of unaided vision, he made with it his memor- 
able review of the heavens. He saw the spots on the sun 
and the mountains on the moon ; he noticed the crescent of 
Venus and the satellites of Jupiter. Stimulated and encour- 
aged by such brilliant discoveries, he naturally sought to 
examine the other planets, and accordingly directed his 
telescope to Saturn. Here, again, Galileo at once made a 
discovery. He saw that Saturn presented a visible form like 
the other planets, but that it diflered from any other tele- 
scopic object, inasmuch as it appeared to him to be composed 
18 
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of three bodies which always touched each other and always 
miuntained the same relative positions. These three bodies 
were in a lihe — the central one was the largest, and the 
two others were east and west of it. There was nothing he 
had hitherto seen in the heavens which filled his mind with 
such astonishment, and which seemed so inexplicabla 

In his endeavours to understand this mysterious object^ 
Galileo continued his observations during the year 1610 , and, 
to his amazement, he saw the two lesser bodies gradually 
become smaller and smaller, until, in the course of the two 
following years, they had entirely vanished, and the planet 
simply appeared with a round disc like Jupiter. Here, agaiu, 
was a new source of anxiety to Galileo. He had at that day 
to contend against the advocates of the ancient system of 
astronomy, who derided his discoveries and refused to accept 
his theories. He had announced his observation of the com- 
posite nature of Saturn ; he had now to tell of the gradual 
decline and the ultimate extinction of these two auxiliary 
globes, and he naturally feared that his opponents would 
seize the opportunity of pronouncing that the whole of his 
observations were illusory.* “What,” he remarks, “is to be 
said concerning so strange a metamorphosis? Are the two 
lesser stars consumed after the manner of the solar spots? 
Have they vanished and suddenly fled ? Has Saturn perhaps, 
devoured his own children? Or were the appearances inde^ 
illusion or fraud, mth which the glasses have so long deceived 
me, as well as many others to whom I have shown them? 
Now, perhaps, is the time come to revive the well-nigh 
withered hopes of those who, guided by more profound 
contemplations, have discovered the fallacy of the new 
observations, and demonstrated the utter impossibility of 
their existence. I do not know what to say in a case so 
surprising, so unlooked for, and so novel The shortness of 
the time, the unexpected nature of the event, the weakness 
of my imderstanding, and the fear of being mistaken, have 
greatly confounded me.” 

But Galileo was not mistaken The objects were really 

♦ ^ Cbant, History of PJiysiciU Astronomy/* page 
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tihere when be first be$?an to observe, they really did decline, 
and they really disappeared; but this disappearance was only 
for a time — they {^ain came into view. They were then 
subjected to ceaseless examination, until gradually their 
nature became unfolded. With increased telescopic power 
it was found that the two bodies which G^eo had 
described as globes on either side of Saturn were not 
really spherical — they were rather two luminous crescents 
with the concavity of each turned towards the central globe. 
It was also perceived that these objects underwent a remark- 
able series of periodic change& At the beginning of such a 
series the planet was found with a truly circular disc. The 
appendages first appeared as two arms extending directly 
outwards on each side of the planet ; then these arms 
gradually opened into two crescents, resembling handles to 
the globe, and attain'ed their maximum width after about 
seven or eight years; then they began to contract, until after 
the lapse 'of about the same time they vanished again. 

The true nature of these objects was at length discovered 
by Huyghens in 1655, nearly half a century after Galileo had 
first detected their appearance. He perceived the shadow 
thrown by the ring upon the globe, and his explanation of 
the phenomena was obtained in a very philosophical manner. 
He noticed that the earth, the sun, and the moon rotated 
upon their axes, and he therefore regarded it as a general 
law that each one of the bodies in the system rotates about 
an axis. It is tnie, observations had not yet been made 
which actually showed that Saturn was also rotating; but it 
would be highly, nay, indeed, infinitely, improbable that any 
planet should be devoid of such movement. All the analogies 
of the system pointed to the conclusion that the velocity of 
rotation would be considerable. One satellite of Saturn was 
already known to revolve in a period of sixteen days, being 
little more than half our mon^. Huyghens assumed — and 
it was a most reasonable assumption — that Saturn in all 
probability rotated rapidly on its axis. It was also to be 
observed that if these remarkable appendages were attached 
by an actual bodily connection to the planet they must rotate 
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with Satnm. If, however, the appendages were not actuallji 
attached it would still be necessary that they should rotate 
if the analogy of Saturn to other objects in the system were 
to be in any degree preserved. We see satellites near Jupiter 
which revolve around him. We see, nearer home, how the 
moon revolves around the earth. We see how all the 
planetary system revolves around the sun. All these con- 
siderations were present to Huyghens when he came to the 
conclusion that, whether the curious appendages were actually 
attached to the planet or were physically free from it, they 
must still be in rotation. 

Provided with such reasonings, it soon became easy to 
conjecture the true nature of the Saturnian system. We 
have seen how the appendages declined to invisibility once 
every fifteen years, and then gradually reappeared in the 
form, at first, of rectilinear arms projecting outwards from 
the planet The progressive development is a slow one, and 
for weeks and months, night after night, the same appear- 
ance is presented with but little change. But all this time 
both Saturn and the mysterious objects around him are 
rotating. Whatever these may be, they present the same 
appearance to the eye, notwithstanding their ceaseless motion 
of rotation. 

What must be the shape of an object which satisfies the 
conditions here implied ? It will obviously not suffice to 
regard the projections as two spokes diverging from the 
planet. They would change from visibility to invisibility in 
every rotation, and thus there would be ceaseless alterations 
of the appearance instead of that slow and gradual change 
which requires fifteen years for a complete period. There 
are, indeed, other considerations which preclude the possibility 
of the objects being anything of this character, for they are 
always of the same length as compared with the diameter of 
the planet A little reflection will show that one supposition 
— and indeed only one — will meet all the facts of the case. 
If there were a thin symmetrical ring rotating in its own 
plane around the equator of Saturn, then the persistence of 
the object from night to night would be accounted for. This 
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at once removes the greater part of the difficulty. For the 
rest, it was only necessary to suppose that the ring was so 
thin that when turned actually edgewise to the earth it 
became invisible, and then as the illuminated side of the 
plane became turned more and more towards the earth the 
appendages to the planet gradually increased. The handle- 
shaped appearance which the object periodically a^umed 
demonstrated that the ring could not be attached to the 
globe. 

At length Huyghens found that he had the clue to the great 
enigma which had perplexed astronomers for the previous 
fifty years. He saw that the ring was an object of astonishing 
interest, unique at that time, as it is, indeed, unique still 
He felt, however, that ho had hardly demonstrated the matter 
with all the certainty which it merited, and which he thought 
that by further attention he could secure. Yet he was loath 
to hazard the loss of his discovery by an undue postponement 
of its announcement, lost some other astronomer might inter- 
vene. How, then, was he to secure his priority if the discovery 
should turn out correct, and at the same time be enabled to 
perfect it at his leisure ? He adopted the course, usual at 
the time, of making his first announcement in cipher, and 
accordingly, on March 5th, 1656, he published a tract, which 
contained the following proposition: — 

aaaaaaa ccccc d eeeee g h 

iiiiiii 1111 mm nnnnnnnnn 

0000 pp q rr s ttttt uuuuu 

Perhaps some of those curious persons whose successors 
now devote so much labour to double acrostics may have pon- 
dered on this renowned cryptograph, and even attempted to 
decipher it. But even if such attempts were made, we do not 
learn that they were successful. A few years of further study 
were thus secured to Huyghens. He tested his theory in every 
way that he could devise, and he found it verified in every 
detail. He therefore thought that it was needless for him any 
longer to conceal from the world his great discovery, and accord- 
ingly in the year 1659 — about three years after the appearance 
of his cr3rptograph — ^he announced the interpretation of it By 
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restoring the letters to their original arrangement the dis- 
covery was enunciated in the following words : — “ Annvlo 
cingitur, tenui, piano, nuaquam cohoerente, ad eclipticam 
inclinato," which may be translated into the statement: — 
“ The planet is surrounded by a slender flat ring evraywhere 
distinct from its surface, and inclined to the elliptic.” 

Huyghens was not content with merely demonstrating how 
fully this assumption explained all the observed phenomena. 
He submitted it to the further and most delicate test which 
can be applied to any astronomical theory. He attempted 
by its aid to make a prediction the fulfilment of which would 
necessarily give his theory the seal of certainty. From 
his calculations he saw that the planet would appear circular 
about July or August in 1671. This anticipation was practi- 
cally verified, for the ring was seen to vanish in May of that 
year. No doubt, with our modem calculations founded on 
long-continued and accurate observation, we are now enabled 
to make forecasts as to the appearance or the disappearance 
of Saturn’s ring with far greater accuracy ; but, remembering 
the early stage in the history of the planet at which the pre- 
diction of Huyghens was made, we must r^ard its fulfilment 
as quite sufficient, and as confirming in a satisfactory manner 
the theory of Saturn and his ring. 

The ring of Saturn having thus been thoroughly established 
as a fact in celestial architecture, each generation of astronomers 
has laboured to find out more and more of its marvellous 
features. In Plate I. we have a view of the planet as seen at 
the Harvard Collie Observatory, U.S.A., between July 28th 
and October 20th, 1872. It has been drawn by the skilful 
astronomer and artist — Mr. L. Trouvelot— and gives a fiuthful 
and beautiful repr^ntation of this unique object. 

Fig. 64 is a ^wing of the same object taken on July 2nd, 
1891, by Prof. E. E. Barnard, at the Lick Observatory. 

The next great discovery in the Saturnian system after 
those of Huyghens showed ikat the ring surrounding the 
planet was marked by a dark concentric line, which divided 
it into two parts — the outer being narrower than the innw. 
This line was first seen by J. B. Cassini, when Satiun emerged 
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from the rays of Ihe sun in 1675. That this black line is not 
merely a black mark on the ring, but that it is actually a 
separation, was rendered very probable by the researches of 
Maraldi in 1715, followed many years later by those of Sir 
William Herschel, who, with tW thoroughness which was a 
marked characteristic of the man, made a minute and scrupu- 
lous examination of Saturn. Night after night he followed 
it for hours with his exquisite instruments, and considerably 
added to our knowledge of the planet and his system. 

Herschel devoted very particular attention to the examina- 
tion of the line dividing the ring. He saw that the colour of this 
line was not to be distinguished from the colour of the space 
intermediate between the globe and the ring. He observed 
it for ten years on the northern face of the ring, and during 
that time it continued to present the same breadth and colour 
and sharpness of outline. He was then fortunate enough to 
observe the southern side of the ring. There again could the 
black line be seen, corresponding both in appearance and in 
position with the dark line as seen on the northern side. No 
doubt could remain as to the &ct that Saturn was girdled by 
two concentric rings equally thin, the outer edge of one closely 
approachii^ to the inner edge of the other. 

At the same time it is right to add that the only absolutely 
indisputable proof of the division between the rings has not 
yet ^n yielded by the telescope. The appearances noted by 
Herschel would be consistent with the view that the black line 
was merely a part of the ring extending through its thickness, 
and composed of materials very much less capable of reflecting 
%ht than the rest of the ring. It is still a matter of doubt 
how far it is ever possible actually to see through the dark 
line. There is apparently only one satisfactory method of 
accomplishing this. It would only occur in rare circum- 
stances, and it does not seem that the opportunity has as yet 
arisen. Suppose that in the course of its motion through 
the heavens the path of Saturn happened to cross direoriy 
between the earth and a fixed star. The telescopic appear- 
ance of a star is merely a point of light much smaller than 
the globes and rings of Saturn. If the ring passed in front 
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of the star and the black line on the ring came over the stai', 
we should, if the black lino were really an opening, see the 
star shining through the narrow aperture. 

Up to the present, we believe, there has been no opportunity 
of submitting the question of the duplex character of the 
ring to this crucial test. Let us hope that as there are now 
so many telescopes in use adequate to deal with the subject, 
there may, ere long, be observations made which will decide 
the question. It can hardly be expected that a very small 
star would be suitable. No doubt the smallness of the star 
would render the observations more delicate and precise if 
the star were visible; but we must remember that it will be 
thrown into contrast with the bright rings of Saturn on each 
margin so that unless the star were of considerable magnitude 
it would hardly answer. It has, however, been recently ob* 
served that the globe of the planet can be, in some degree, 
discerned through the dark Hue; this is practically a demon- 
stration of the fact that the line is at all events partly 
traaspirent. 

The outer ring is also divided into two by a line much 
fainter than that just de.scribed. It requires a good telescope 
and a fine night., combined with a favourable position of the 
planet, to render this line a well-marked object. It is most 
easily seen at the extremities of the ring most remote from 
the planet. To the present writer, who has examined the 
planet with the twelve-inch refra(*t.or of the South equatorial 
at Dunsink Observatory, this outer line appears as broad as 
the well-known line ; but it is unquestionably fainter, and has 
a more shaded appearance. It certainly does not. suggest the 
appearance of being actually an opening in the ring, and it 
IS often invisible for a long time. It seems rather as if the 
ring were at this place thinner and less substantial without 
beiiig actually void of substance. 

Additional information on these points is acquired when 
the ring places itself in such a position that its plane, if pro- 
duced, would pass between the earth and the sun. Such oc- 
casions are but rare, but it occurred in 1907 and 1908 On 
July 4th and 5th, 1907, the observers at Lick Observatory and 



SATURN. 


elsewhero saw t^e rings full-length as a knife-edge. On 
October 3rd the rings theoretically should have become invisible 
— the sun being on the south side and the earth on the north 
— but they were not lost to sight. Curious bright “knots” of 
light, having the appearance of satellites, were seen on the 
rings on both sides of the planet. On January 7 th, 1908, the 
earth again passed through the plane of the rings, and on 
this occasion they appear to have vanished. 

Occasionally, other divisions of the ring, both inner and 
outer, have been recorded. It may, at all events, be stated 
that no such divisions can be regarded as permanent features. 
Yet their existence has been so frequently enunciated by skilful 
observers that it is impossible to doubt that they have been 
sometimes seea 

It was about 200 years after Huyghens had first explained 
the true theory of Saturn that another very important dis- 
covery was effected. It had, up to the year 1850, been always 
supposed that the two rings, divided by the well-known black 
line, comprised the entire ring system surrounding the planet 
In the year just mentioned. Professor Bond, the distinguished 
astronomer of Cambridge, Mass., startled the astronomical world 
by the announcement of his discovery of a third ring surround- 
ing Saturn. As ^ often happens in such cases, the same 
object was discovered independently by another — tm English 
astronomer named Dawes. This third ring lies just inside the 
inner of the two well-known rings, and extends to about half 
the di.stance towards the body of the planet. It seems to be 
of a totally different character from the two other rings in so 
far as they pr^nt a comparatively substantial appearance. 
We shall, indeed, presently show that they are not solid — ^not 
even liquid bodies — but still, when compared with the third 
rii^ the others were of a substantial character. They can 
receive and exhibit the deeply-marked shadow of Saturn, and 
they can throw a deep and black shadow upon Saturn them- 
selves; but the third ring is of a much less compact texture. 
It has not the brilliancy of the others, it is rather of a dusky, , 
semi-transparent appeamnce, and the expression “crape ring,” 
by which it is often designated, is by no means inappropriate. 
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It is the faintnesB of this crape riog which led to its having 
been so frequently overlooked by the earlier observers of 
Satura 

It has often been noticed that when an astronomical dis- 
covery has been made with a good telescope, it afterwards 
becomes possible for the same object to observed with 
instruments of much inferior power. No doubt, when the 
observer knows what to look for, he will often be able to see 
what would not otherwise have attracted his attention. It 
may be regarded as an illustration of this principle, that the 
crape ring of Saturn has become an object familiar to those 
who are accustomed to work with good telescopes; but it 
may, nevertheless, be doubted whether the ease and distinct- 
ness with which the crape ring is now seen can be entirely 
accounted for by this suppositioa Indeed, it seems possible 
that the crape ring has, from some cause or other, gradually 
become more and more visible. The supposed increased 
brightness of the crape ring is one of those arguments now 
made use of to prove that in all probability the rings of 
Saturn are at this moment undergoing gradual transforma- 
tion; but observations of Hadley show that the crape ring 
was seen by him in 1720, and it was previously seen by 
Campani and Picard, as a faint belt crossing the planet The 
partial transparency of the crape ring was beautifully illus- 
trated in an observation by Professor Barnard of the eclipse 
of lapetus on November 1st, 1889. The satellite was faintly 
visible in the shadow of the crape ring, while wholly invisible 
in the shadow of the better known rings. 

The various features of the rings are well shown in the 
drawing of Trouvelot already referred to. We here see the 
inner and the outer ring, and the line of division between 
them. We. see in the outer ring the feint traces of the line 
by which it fe divided, and inside the inner ring we have a 
view of the curious and semi-transparent crape rii^. The 
black shadow of the planet is cast upon the ring, thus 
proving that the ring, no less than the body of the planet; 
shines only in virtue of the sunlight which falls upon it 
This shadow presents some anomalous features, but its 
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curious irregularity may be, to some extent, an optical 
illusion. 

There can be no doubt that any attempt to depict the 
rings of Saturn only represents the salient features of that 
marvellous system. We are situated at such a great distance 
that all objects not of colossal dimensions are invisible. We 
have, indeed, only an outline, which makes us wish to be 
able to fill in the details. We long, for instance, to see the 
actual texture of the rings, and to learn- of what materials 
they are made; we wish to comprehend the strange and 
filmy crape ring, so unlike any other object known to us 
in the heavens. There is no doubt that much may even 
yet be learned under all the disadvantageous conditions of 
our position; there is still room for the labour of whole 
generations of astronomers provided with splendid instruments. 
We want accurate drawings of Saturn under every conceivable 
aspect in which it may be presented. We want incessantly 
repeated measurements, of the most fastidious accuracy. 
These measures are to tell us the sizes and the shapes of 
the rings; they are to measure with fidelity the position of 
the dark lines and the boundaries of the rings. These 
measures are to be protracted for generations and for 
centuries; then and then only can terrestrial astronomers 
learn whether this elaborate system has really the attributes 
of a stable and enduring structure. 

We have been accustomed to find that the law of uni- 
versal gravitation pervades every part of our system, and 
to look to gravitation for the explanation of many phenomena 
otherwise inexplicable. We have good reasons for knowing 
that in this marvellous Saturnian system the law of 
gravitation is paramount In addition to the ring there are 
satellites revolving round Saturn ; these satellites move, as 
other satellites do, in conformity with the laws of Kepler; 
and, therefore, any theory as to the nature of Saturn's ring 
must be formed subject to the condition that it shall be 
attaraoted by the grande planet situated in its interi^or. 

To a hasty glance nothing might seem easier than to 
recondle the phenomena of (Ke ring with the attraction of 
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the planet. We might suppose that the ring stands at rest 
symmetrically around the planet At its centre the planet 
pulls in the ring equally on all sides, so that there is no 
tendency in it to move in one way rather than another; 
and, therefore, it will stay at rest This will not do. A ring 
composed of naaterials idmost infinitely rigid might possibly, 
under such circumstances, be for a moment at rest; but it 
could not remain permanently at rest any more than can a 
needle balanced vertically on its point In each case the 
equilibrium is unstable. If the slightest cause of disturbance 
arise, the equilibrium is destroyed, and the ring would inevit- 
ably fall in upon the planet Such causes . of derangement 
are incessantly present, so that unstable equilibrium cannot 
be an appropriate explanation of the phenomena. 

Even if this difficulty could be removed, there is still 
another, which would be quite insuperable if the ring be 
composed of any materials with which we are acquainted. 
Let us ponder for a moment on the matter, as it will lead 
up naturally to that explanation of the rings of Saturn 
which is now most generally accepted. 

Imagine that you stood on the planet Saturn, near his 
equator; over your head stretches the ring, which sinks down 
to the horizon in the east and in the west The half-ring 
above your horizon would then resemble a mighty arch, 
with a span of about a hundred thousand miles. Every 
particle of this arch is drawn towards Saturn by gravitation, 
and if the arch continue to exist, it must do so in obedience 
to the ordinary mechanical laws which relate the railway 
arches with which we are familiar. 

The continuance of these arches depends upon the re- 
sistance of the stones forming them to a crushing force. 
Each stone of an arch is subjected to a vast pressure, but 
stone is a material capable of resisting such pressure, and 
the arch remiuns. The wider the span of the arch the 
greater is the pressure to which each stone is exposed. At 
length a span is reached which corresponds tu a pressure as 
great as the stones can safely bear, and accordingly we thus 
find the limiting span over which a single arch of masonry 
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can be extended. Apply these principles to the stupendous 
arch formed by the ring of Saturn. It can be shown that 
the pressure on the materials of the arch capable of spanning 
an abyss of such awful magnitude would be something so 
enormous that no materials we know of would be capable 
of bearing it. Were the ring formed of the toughest steel 
that was ever made, the pressure would be so great that the 
metal would be squeezed like a liquid, and the mighty 
structure would collapse and fall down on the surfcice of the 
planet. It is not to be assumed that any materials can exist 
capable of sustaining a stress so stupendous. The law of 
gravitation accordingly bids us search for a method by 
which the intensity of this stress can be mitigated. 

One method is at hand, and is obviously su^ested by 
analogous phenomena everywhere in our system. We have 
spoken of the ring as if it were at rest; let us now suppose 
it to be animated by a motion of rotation in its plane around 
Saturn as a centre. Instantly we have a force developed 
antagonistic to the gravitation of Satura This force is the 
so-called centrifugal force. If we imagine the ring to rotate, 
the centrifugal force at all points acts in an opposite direc- 
tion to the attractive force, and hence the enormous stress 
on the ring can be abated and one difiSculty can be over- 
come. 

We can thus attribute to each ring a rotation which will 
partly relieve it from the stress the arch would otherwise 
have to sustain. But we cannot admit that the difficulty 
has been fully removed. Suppose that the outer ring revolve 
at such a rate as shall be appropriate to neutralise the gravi- 
tation on its outer edge, the centrifugal force will be less at 
the interior of the ring, while the gravitation will be greater ; 
and hence vast stresses will be set up in the interior parts 
of the outer ring. Suppose the ring to rotate at such a rate 
as would be adequate to neutralise the gravitation at its 
iimer maigin; then the centrifugal force at the outer parts 
will largely exceed the gravitation, and there will be a 
tendency to disruption of the ring outwards. 

To obviate this tendency we may assume the outer parts 
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of each ring to rotate more slowly than the inner parta This 
naturally requires that the parts of the ring shall be mobile 
relatively to one another, and thus we are conducted to the 
suggestion that perhaps the rings are really composed of matter 
in a fluid state. The suggestion is, at first sight, a plausible one ^ 
each part of each ring would then move with an appropriate 
velocity, and the rings would thus exhibit a number of 
concentric circular currents with different velocities. The 
mathematician can push this inquiry a little &rther, and he 
can study how this fluid would behave under such circum- 
stances. His s3rmbols can pursue the subject into the 
intricacies which cannot be described in general knguaga 
The mathematician finds that waves would originate in the 
supposed fluid, and that as these waves would lead to dis- 
ruption of the rings, the fluid theory must be abandoned. 

But we can still make one or two more suppositions. 
What if it be really true that the ring consist of a very 
large number of concentric solid rings, each animated 
precisely with the velocity which would be suitable to the 
production of a centrifugal force just adequate to neutralise 
the attraction? No doubt this meets many of the diffi- 
culties : it is also suggested by those observations which have 
shown the presence of several dark lines on the ring. Here 
again dynamical considerations must be invoked for the 
reply. Such a system of solid rings is not compatible with 
the laws of dynamics. 

We are, therefore, compelled to make one last attempt, 
and still further to subdivide the ring. It may seem rather 
startling to abandon entirely the supposition that the ring is 
in any sense a continuous body, but tWe remains no alterna- 
tive. Look at it how we will, we seem to be conducted to 
the conclusion that the ring is really an enormous shoal of 
extremely minute bodies; each of these little bodies pursues 
an orbit of its own around the planet, and is, in fact, merely 
a satellite. These bodies are so numerous and so close 
together that they seem to us to be continuous, and they 
may be very 'minute — perhaps not larger than the globules 
of water found in an ordinary cloud over the surfime of the 
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earth, which, even at a short distance, seems like a con* 
tinuous body. 

Until a few years a^fo this theory of the constitution of 
Saturn’s rings, though unassailable hx>m a mathematical point 
of view, had never been confirmed by observation. The only 
astronomer who maintained that he had actually seen the 
rings rotate was W. Herschel, who watched the motion of some 
luminous points on the ring in 1789, at which time the 
plane of the ring happened to pass through the earth. From 
these observations Herschel concluded that the ring rotated 
in ten hours and thirty-two minutes. But none of the sub- 
sequent observers, even though they may have watched 
Saturn with instruments very superior to that used by 
Herschel, were ever able to succeed in verifying his rotation 
of these appendages of Saturn. If the ring were composed of 
a vast number of small bodies, then the third law of Kepler 
will enable us to calculate the time which these tiny satellites 
would require to travel completely round the planet It 
appears that any satellite situated at the outer edge of the 
ring would require as long a period as 13 hrs. 46 mia, those 
about the middle would not need more than 10 hrs. 28 min., 
while those at the inner edge of the ring would accomplish 
their rotation in 7 hrs. 28 min. Even our mightiest tele- 
scopes, erected in the purest skies and employed by the most 
skilful astronomers, refuse to display this extremely delicate 
phenomenoa It would, indeed, have been a repetition on a 
grand scale of the curious behaviour of the iimer satellite of 
Mars, which revolves round its primary in a shorter time 
than the planet itself takes to turn round on its own axis. 

But what the telescope could not show, the spectroscope 
has lately demonstrated in a most effective and interesting 
manner. We have explained in the chapter on the sun how 
the motion of a source of light along the line of vision, 
towards or away from the observer, produces a slight shift in 
the position of the lines of the spectrum. By the measure- 
ment of the displacement of the lines the direction and 
amount of the motion of the source of light may be deter- 
Wp jUustrated the method by showing how it had 
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Fig. 6&— Frof. E«eler’g Method of MeMiuing the Rotation of Saturn’s Ring. 


actually been used to measure the speed of rotation of the 
solar surface. In 1895, tlie late Professor Keeler succeeded 
in measuring the rotation of Saturn’s ring in this manner, 
at the Allegheny Observatory. He placed the slit of his 
spectroscope across the ball, in the direction of the major 
axis of the elliptic figure which the effect of perspective gives 
the ring as shown by the parallel lines in Fig. 66 stretching 
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from E to w. His photographic plate should then show three 
spectra close together, that of the ball of Saturn in the 
middle, separated by dark intervals from the narrower spectra 
above and below it of the two handles (or ansae, as they are 
generally called) of the ring. In Fig. 67 we have represented 
the behaviour of any one line of the spectrum under various 
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Fig. 67. — Prof. Keeler^s Method of Measuring the Rotation of Saturn’s Ring. 


suppositions as to rotation or non-rotation of Saturn and the 
ring. Of course the spectrum, which is practically a very 
faint copy of the solar spectrum, shows the principal dark 
Fraunhofer lines, so that the reader must ima^ne these for 
himself, parallel to the one we show in the figure. At the top 
(i) we see how each line would look if there was no rotatory 
motion; the three Imes produced by ring, planet, and ring 
are in a straight line. But Saturn and the ring are not 
standing still, they are rotating, the eastern part (at e) 
moving towards us, and the western part (w) moving away 
19 
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from us.* At E the line will therefore be shifted towards 
the violet end of the spectrum and at w towards the red. 
and as the actual linear velocity is greater the further we 
get away from the centre of Saturn (assuming ring and 
planet to rotate together), the lines would be turned as in 
Fig. 67 (2), but the three would remain in a straight line. If 
the ring consisted of two independent rings separated by 
Cassini’s division and rotating with different velocities, the 
lines would be situated as in Fig. 67 (3), the lines due to the 
inner ring being more deflected than those due to the outer 
ring, owing to the greater velocity of the inner ring. 

Finally, let us consider the case of the rings, consisting of 
innumerable particles moving round the planet in accordance 
with Kepler’s third law. The actual velocities of these 
particles would be per second: — 

At outer edge of ring lO'eo miles. 

At middle of ring ir68 „ 

At inner edge of ring ISDl „ 

Rotation speed at surface of planet ... 6'38 „ 

The shifting of the linos of the spectrum should be in 
accordance with these velocities, and it is easy to see that 
the lines ought to lie as in the fourth figure. When Professor 
Keeler came to examine the photographed spectra, he found 
the lines of the three spectra tilted precisely in this manner, 
showing that the outer edge of the ring was travelling round 
the planet with a smaller linear velocity than the inner one, 
as it ought to do if the sources of light (or, rather, the reflectors 
of sunlight) were independent particles free to move according 
to Kepler’s third law, and as it ought not to do if the ring, 
or rings, were rigid, in which case the outer edge would have 
the greatest linear speed, as it had to travel through the 
greatest distance. Here, at last, was the proof of the disintegral 
composition of Saturn’s ring. Professor Keeler’s beautiful 
discoveiy has since been verified by repeated observations at 

• We m here neglecting the orbital motion of Saturn, by which the whole 
system is moved towards or from the earth, but as this motion is common to 
^the ball and the ring, it will not disturb the relative posiUons of the three 
ejpeotsa* 
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the AH^heny, Lick, Paris, and Pulkova Obsenratories ; the 
actual velocities resulting from the observed displacements of 
the lines have been measured and found to agree well (within 
the limits of the errors of observation) with the calculated 
velocities, so that this brilliant confirmation of the mathe* 
matical deductions is raised beyond the possibility of 
doubt. 

The spectrum of Saturn is so faint that only the strongest 
lines of the solar spectrum can be seen in it, but the atmo> 
sphere of the planet seems to exert a considerable amount 
of general absorption in the blue and violet parts of the 
spectrum, which is especially strong near the equatorial belt, 
while a strong band in the red testifies to the density of the 
atmosphere. This band is not seen in the spectrum of the 
rings, around which there can therefore be no atmosphere. 

As Saturn’s ring is itself imique, wo cannot find elsewhere 
any very pertinent illustration of a structure so remarkable 
as that now claimed for the ring. Yet the solar system does 
show some analogous phenomena. There is, for instance, one 
on a very grand scale surrounding the sun himself. We allude 
to the multitude of minor planets, all confined within a 
certain^ region of the system. Imagine these planets to be 
vastly increased in number, and those orbits which are much 
inclined to the rest flattened down and otherwise adjusted, 
and we should have a ring surrounding the sun, thus pro- 
ducing an arrangement not dissimilar from that now attri- 
buted to Saturn. 

It is tempting to linger still longer over this beautiful 
system, to speculate on the appearance which the ring would 
present to an inhabitant of Saturn, to conjecture whether it 
is to be regarded as a permanent feature of our system in 
the same way as we attribute permanence to our moon or 
to the satellites of Jupiter. Looked at from every point of 
view, the question is full of interest, and it provides occu- 
pation abundant for the labours of every type of astronomer. 
If he be furnished with a good telescope, then has he ample 
duties to fulfil in the task of surveying, of sketching, and 
of measuring. If he be one of those useful astronomers 
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who devote their eneigles not to actual telescopic work, but 
to forming calculations based on the observations of others, 
then the beautiful system of Saturn provides copious material 
He has to foretell the different phases of the ring, to announce 
to astronomers when each feature can be best seen, and the 
circumstances under which each element can be best deter- 
mined. He has also to predict the times of the movements 
of Saturn’s satellites, and the other phenomena of a system 
more elaborate than that of Jupiter. 

Lastly, if the astronomer be one of that class — perhaps, 
from some points of view, the highest class of idl — who 
employ the most profound researches of the human intellect 
to unravel the dynamical problems of astronomy, he, too, 
finds in Saturn problems which test to the utmost, even if 
they do not utterly transcend, the loftiest flights of analysis. 
He discovers in Saturn’s ring an object so utterly unlike 
anything else, that new mathematical weapons have to be 
forged for the encounter. He finds in the system so many 
extraordinary features, and such delicacy of adjustment, that 
he is constrained to admit that if he did not actually see 
Saturn’s rings before him, he would not have thought that 
such a system was possibla The mathematician’s labours on 
this wondrous system are at present only in their infancy. 
Not alone are the researches of so abstruse a character as to 
demand the highest genius for this branch of science, but 
the materials for the inquiry have not been fully accumu- 
lated. The observations recently made by Hermann Struve 
at Pulkowa have, however, thrown much light on this 
difficult subject; they illustrate the beauty of the system, 
and go far to form the basis of that great mathematical 
theory of Saturn which must eventually be writteit 

But Saturn possesses an interest for a class of persons 
far more numerous than those who are specially devoted to 
astronomy. It is of interest, it must be of interest, to every 
cultivated person who has the slightest love for nature. A 
lover of the picturesque cannot behold Saturn in a telescope 
without feelings of the liveliest emotion; while, if his reading 
and reflection have previously rendered him aware of the 
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colossal magmtude of the object at which he is looking, he 
will be constrained to admit that no more remarkable spectacle 
is presented in the whole of nature. 

We have pondered so long over the fascinations of Saturn’s 
ring that we can only give a very brief account of that system 
of satellites by which the planet is attended. We have already 
had occasion to allude more than once to these bodies; it 
only remains now to enumerate a few further particulars. 

It was on the 25th of March, 1655, that the first satellite 
of Saturn was detected by Huyghens, to whose penetration 
we owe the discovery of the true form of the ring. On the 
evening of the day referred to, Huyghens was examining 
Saturn with a telescope constructed with his own hands, 
when he observed a small starlike object near the planet 
The next night he repeated his observations, and it was found 
that the star was accompanying the planet in its progress 
through the heavena This showed that the little object was 
really a satellite to Saturn, and further observations revealed 
the fact that it was revolving around him in a period 
of 15 days, 22 hours, 41 minutes. Such was the commence- 
ment of that numerous series of discoveries of satellites 
which accompany Saturn. One by one they were detected, 
so that at the present time no fewer than ten are known 
to attend the great planet through his wanderings. The 
subsequent discoveries were, however, in no case made by 
Huyghens, for he abandoned the search for any further 
satellites on grounds which sound strange to modem ears, 
but which were quite in keeping with the ideas of his time. 
It appears that from some principle of symmetiy, Huyghens 
thought that it would accord with the fitness of things that 
the number of satellites, or secondary planets, should be 
equal in number to the primary planets themselves. The 
primary planets, including the earth, numbered six ; and 
Huyghens’ discovery now brought the total number of 
sateUtes to be also six. The earth had one, Jupiter had 
four, Saturn had one, and the system was complete. 

Nature, however, knows no such arithmetical doctrines as 
those which Huyghens attributed to her. Had he been less 
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influenced by such prejudices, he might, perhaps, have antici- 
pated the labours of Cassini, who, by discovering other 
satellites of Saturn, demonstrated the absurdity of the 
doctrine of numerical equality between planets and satellites. 
As further discoveries were made, the number of satellite^ 
was at first raised above the number of planets ; but in recent 
times, when the swann of minor planets came to be dis- 
covered, the number of planets speedily reached Mid speedily 
passed the number of their attendant satellites. 

It was in 1671, about sixteen years after the discovery of 
the first satellite of Saturn, that a second was discovered by 
Cassini. This is the outermost of the older satellites; it 
takes 79 days to travel round Saturn. In the following 
year he discovered another ; and twelve years later, in 1684, 
still two more; thus making a total of five satellites to thi s 
planet. 

The complexity of the Saturnian system had now no 
rival. Saturn had five satellites, and Jupiter was credited 
with four, while at least one of the satellites of Saturn, named 
Titan, was larger than any satellite of Jupiter.* Some of the 
discoveries of Cassini had been made with telescopes of quite 
monstrous dimensiona The length of the instrument, or 
rather the distance at which the object-glass was placed, was 
one hundred feet or more from the eye of the observer. It 
seemed hardly possible to push telescopic research farther 
with instruments of this cumbrous type. At length, however, 
the great refonnation in the construction of astronomical 
instruments began to dawn. In the hands of Herschel, it 
was found possible to construct reflecting telescopes of 
manageable dimensions, which were both more powerful antf 
more accurate than the long-focussed lenses of Cassini A 
great instrument of this kind, forty feet long, just completed 
by Herschel, was directed to Saturn on the 28th of August, 
1789. Never before had the wondrous planet been submitted 
to a scrutiny so minute. Herschel was familiar with the 

* According to Prof. Barnard’s reoeat moasures, the diameter of Titan is 
2,700 miles. This is the satellite discovered by Huyghens ; it is t^e sixth in 
order f^ the planet. 
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Fig. 68.— Tranait of Titan and its Sliadow, by F. Terby Louvain, 12th April, 1892. 


labours of his predecessors. He had often looked at Saturn 
and his five moons in inferior telescopes; now again he saw 
the five moons and a star-like object so near the plane of 
the ring that he conjectured this to be a sixth satellita A 
speedy method of testing this conjecture was at hand. 
Saturn was then moving rapidly over the heavens. If this 
new object were in truth a satellite, then it must be carried 
on by Saturn. Herschel watched with anxiety to see whether 
this would be the case. A short time sufficed to answer the 
question; in two hours and a half the planet had moved to 
a distance quite appreciable, and had carried with him not 
only the five satellites already known, but also this sixth 
object. Had this been a star it would have been left behind ; 
it was not left behind, and hence it, too, was a satellite. 
Thus, after the long lapse of a century, the telescopic dis- 
covery of satellites to Saturn recommenced. Herschel, as 
was his wont, observed this object with unremitting ardour, 
and discovered that it was much nearer to Saturn than any 
of the previously known satellites. In accordance with the 
general law, that the nearer the satellite the shorter the 
period of revolution, Herschel found that this little moon 
completed a revolution in about 1 day, 8 hours, 53 minutes 
The same great telescope, used with the same unrivalled 
skill, soon led Herschel to a still more interesting discovery. 
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An object so small as to appear only like a very minute point 
in the great forty-foot reflector was also detected by Herschel, 
and was by him proved to be a satellite, so close to the 
planet that it completed a revolution in the very brief period 
of 22 hours and 37 minutes. This is an extremely delicate 
object, to be seen by only the best telescopes in the brief 
intervals when it is not entirely screened from view by the 
ring. 

Again another long interval elapsed, and for almost fifty 
years the Saturnian system was regarded as consisting of the 
series of rings and of the seven satellites. The next dis- 
covery has a singular historical interest It was made 
simultaneously by two observers — Professor Bond, of Cam- 
bridge, Mass., and Mr. Lassell, of Liverpool — for on the 19th 
September, 1848, both of these astronomers verified that a 
small point which they had each seen on previous nights was 
really a satellite. This object is, however, at a considerable 
distance from the planet, and requires 21 days, 7 hours, 28 
minutes for each revolution; it is the seventh in order from 
the planet. 

An extremely faint outer satellite was discerned by photo- 
graphy on the 16th, 17 th, and 18th August, 1898, by Professor 
W. H. Pickering. This object is much more distant from the 
planet than the larger and older satellites. On April 29th, 1905, 
yet another satellite — making the tenth — ^was discovered by 
the same astronomer. 

From observations of the satellites it has been found that 
3,500 globes as heavy as Saturn would weigh as much as 
the sun. 

A law has been observed by Professor Kirkwood, which 
connects together the movements of the fdur interior satellites 
of Saturn. This law is fulfilled in such a manner as leads to 
the supposition that it arises from the mutual attraction of 
the satellites. We have already described a similar law 
relative to three of the satellites of Jupiter. The problem 
relating to Saturn, involving as it does no fewer than four 
satellites, is one of no ordinaiy complexity. It involves the 
theoiy of Perturbations to a greater degree than that to 
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which utathematioians are accustomed m their investigation 
of the more ordinary features of our system. To express 
this law it is necessary to have recourse to the daily move- 
ments of the satellites; these are respectively — 


Satellite 

Daily Hovbiiemt. 

I 

382°-2. 

II. ... 

2e2''-74. 

Ill 

190°-7. 

IV 




The law states that if to five times the inovement of the first 
satellite we add that of the third and four times that of the 
fourth, the whole will equal ten times the movement of the 
second satellite. The calculation stands thus: — 

6 times 1. equals 191 T'O 

JII. „ 190°-7 II. ... 262°-74 

4 times IV. „ 525°-6 10 

2627° 3 equal 2627°'4 nearly. 

Nothing can be simpler than the verification of this law ; 
but the task of showing the physical reason why it should 
be fulfilled has not yet been accomplished. 

Saturn was the most distant planet known to the ancients. 
It revolves in an orbit far outside the other ancient planets, 
and, until the discovery of Uranus in the year 1781, the orbit 
of Saturn might well be regarded as the frontier of the solar 
system. The ringed planet was indeed a worthy object to 
occupy a position so distinguished. But we now know that 
the mighty orbit of Saturn does not extend to the frontiers 
of the solar system ; a splendid discovery, leading to one stiU 
more splendid, has vastly extended the boundary, by revealing 
two mighty planets, revolving in dim telescopic distance, far 
outside the path of Saturn. These objects have not the 
beauty of Saturn ; they are, indeed, in no sense effective tele- 
scopic pictures. Yet these outer planets awaken an interest of 
a most special kind. The discovery of each is a classical 
event in the history of astronomy, and the opinion has been 
maintained, and perhaps with reason, that the discovery of 
Neptune, the more remote of the two, is the greatest achieve- 
ment in astronomy made since the time of Newtom 
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URANUS. 

Oontrast between Uranus and the other gieat Planets— William Herschel — His 
Birth and Parentage — HerschePs Arrival in England— His Love of Learning 
—Commencement of his Astronomical Studies — The Construction of Tele- 
scopes — Construction of Mirrors — The Professor of Music becomes an 
Astronomer — The Methodical Research — The 13th March, 1781 — The Dis- 
covery of Uranus — Delicacy of Observation— Was the Object a Comet ? — The 
Significance of this Discovery — The Fame of Herschel — George III. and 
the Bath Musician— The King's Astronomer at Windsor— The Planet Uranus 
— Numerical Data with reference thereto — The Four Satellites of Uranus— 
Their Circular Orbits — Early Observations of Uranus— Flamsteed’s Obser- 
vations— Lemonnier sa'v Uranus —Utility of their Measurements — The EUiptis 
Path— The Great Problem thus Suggested. 


To the present writer it has always seemed that the history 
of Uranus, and of the circumstances attending its discovery, 
forms one of the most pleasing and interesting episodes in 
the whole history of science. We here occupy an entirely new 
position in the study of the solar system. All the other great 
planets were familiarly known from antiquity, however erroneous 
might be the ideas entertained in connection with them. They 
were conspicuous objects, and by their movements eould hardly 
fml to attract the attention of those whose pursuits led them 
to observe the stars. But now we come to a great planet, 
the very existence of which was utterly unknown to the 
ancients ; and hence, in approaching the subject, we have 
first to describe the actual discovery of this object, and then 
to consider what we can learn as to its physical nature. 

We have, in preceding pages, had occasion to mention the 
revered name of William Herschel in connection with various 
branches of astronomy; but we have hitherto designedly post- 
poned any more explicit reference to this extraordinary man 
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until we had arrived at the present stage of our woric. The 
story of Uranus, in its earlier stages at all events, is the story 
of the early career of William HerscheL It would be alike 
impossible and undesirable to attempt to separate them. 

William Herschel, the illustrious astronomer, was bom at 
Hanover in 1738. His father was an accomplished man, 
pursuing, in a somewhat humble manner, the calling of a 
professor of music. He had a family of ten children, of whom 
William was the fourth; and it may be noted that all the 
members of the family of whom any record has been preserved 
inherited their father’s musical talents, and became accomplished 
performers. Pleasing sketches have been given of this in- 
teresting family, of the unusual aptitude of William, of the 
long discussions on music and on philosophy, and of the little 
sister Caroline, destined in later years for an illustrious career, 
William soon learned all that his master could teach him in 
the ordinary branches of knowledge, and by the age of fourteen 
he was already a competent performer on the oboe and the 
viol. He was engaged in the Court orchestra at Hanover, 
and was also a member of the band of the Hanoverian Guarda 
Troublous times were soon to break up Herschel’s family. The 
French invaded Hajiover, the Hanoverian Guards were over- 
thrown in the battle of Hastenbeck, and young William 
Herschel had some unpleasant experience of actual warfare. 
His health was not very strong, and he decided that he would 
make a change in his profession. His method of doing so is 
one which his biographers can scarcely be expected to defend ; 
for, to speak plainly, he deserted, and succeeded in making 
his escape to England. It is stated on unquestionable authority 
that on Herschel’s first visit to King George III., more than 
twenty years afterwards, his pardon was handed to him by 
the King himself, written out in due form. 

At the age of nineteen the young musician began to seek 
his fortunes in England. He met at first with very con- 
siderable hardship, but industry and skill conquered all 
difficulties, and by the time he was twenty-six years of age 
he was thoroughly settled in England, and doing well in 
his profession. In the year 1766 we find Herschel occupying 
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a position of some distinction in the musical world; he had 
become the organist of the Octagon Chapel at Bath, and his 
time was fuUy employed in giving lessons to his numerous 
pupils, and with his preparation for concerts and oratorioa 

Notwithstanding his busy professional life, Herschel still 
retained that insatiable thirst for knowledge which he had 
when a boy. Every moment he could snatch from his musical 
engagements was eagerly devoted to study. In his desire to 
perfect his knowledge of the more abstruse parts of the theory 
of music he had occasion to learn mathematics ; from mathe- 
matics the transition to optics was a natural one; and once 
he had commenced to study optics, he was of course brought 
to a knowledge of the telescope, and thence to astronomy 
itself. 

His beginnings were made on a very modest scale. It was 
through a small and imperfect telescope that the great as- 
tronomer obtained his first view of the celestial glories. No 
doubt he had often before looked at the heavens on a clear 
night, and admired the thousands of stars with which they were 
adorned ; but now, when he was able to increase his powers 
of vision even to a slight extent, he obtained a view which 
fascinated him. The stars he had seen before he now saw 
far more distinctly ; but, more than this, he found that myriads 
of others previously invisible were now revealed to him. 
Glorious, indeed, is this spectacle to anyone who possesses 
a spark of enthusiasm for natural beauty. To Herschel this 
view immediately changed the whole current of his life. His 
success as a professor of music, his oratorios, and his pupils 
were speedily to be foigotten, and the rest of his life was to 
be devoted to the absorbing pursuit of one of the noblest of 
the sciences. 

Herschel could not remain contented with the small and 
imperfect instrument which first interested him. Throughout 
his career he determined to see everything for himself in the 
best manner which his utmost powers could command. He 
at once decided to have a better instrument, and he wrote to 
a celebrated optician in London with the view of making a 
purchase. But the price which the optician demanded seemed 
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more than Herschel thought he could or ought to gjive. In- 
stantly his resolution was taken. A good telescope he mus( 
have, and as he could not buy one he resolved to make one. 
It was alike fortunate, both for Herschel and for science, that 
circumstances impelled him to this determination. Yet, at 
£rst sight, how unpromising was the enterprise ! That a music 
teacher, busily employed day and night, should, without previous 
training, expect to succeed in a task where the highest me- 
chanical and optical skill was required, seemed indeed unlikely. 
But enthusiasm and genius know no insuperable difficulties. 
From conducting a brilliant concert in Bath, when that city 
was at the height of its fame, Herschel would rush home, and 
without even delaying to take off his lace ruffles, he would 
plunge into his manual labours of grinding specula and polish- 
ing lenses. No alchemist of old was ever more deeply absorbed 
in a project for turning lead into gold than was Herschel in his 
determination to have a telescope. He transformed his home 
into a laboratory; of his drawing-room he made a carpenter’s 
shop. Turning lathes were the furniture of his best bedroom. 
A telescope he must have, and as he progressed he determined, 
not only that he should have a good telescope, but a very 
good one ; and as success cheered his efforts he ultimately 
succeeded in constructing the greatest telescope that the world 
had up to that time over seen. Though it is as an astronomer 
that we are concerned with Herschel, yet we must observe 
that as a telescope maker great fame and no small degree of 
commercial success also flowed in upon him. When the world 
began to ring with his glorious discoveries, and when it was 
known that he used no other telescopes than those which were 
the work of his own hands, a demand sprang up for instru- 
ments of his construction. It is stated that he made upwards 
of eighty large telescopes, as well as many others of smaller 
size. Several of these instruments were purchased by foreign 
princes and potentates.* We have never heard that any of 
these illustrious personages became celebrated astronomers, but, 

* Extract from ** Three Cities of Bussia,** by C. Piaszi Smyth, voh ii.» 
p. 164 : the year 1796. It then chanced that George 111., of Great Britain, 

was pleased to send as a present to the Empress Catharine of Bussia a ten-foot 
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at all events, they seem to have paid Herschel handsomely 
for his skill, so that by the sale of lai^ telescopes he was 
enabled to realise what may be regarded as a fortune in the 
moderate horizon of the man of scienoa 

Up to the middle of his life Herschel was unknown to 
the public except as a laborious musician, with considerable 
renown in his profession, not only in Bath, but throughout 
the West of England. His telescope-making was merely the 
occupation of his spare moments, and was unheard of by 
most of those who knew and respected his musical attain- 
menta It was in 1774 that Herschel hrst enjoyed a view of 
the heavens through an instrument built with his own hands. 
It was but a small one in comparison with those which he 
afterwards fashioned, but at once he experienced the advantage 
of being his own instrument maker. Night after night he 
was able to add the improvements which experience suggested ; 
at one time he was enlarging the mirrors; at anotW he 
was reconstructing the mounting, or trying to remedy defects 
in the eye-pieces. With unwearying perseverance he aimed 
at the highest excellence, and with each successive advance 
he found that he was able to pierce further into the sky. 
His enthusiasm attracted a few friends who were, like himself, 
ardently attached to science. The mode in which he first 
made the acquaintance of Sir William Watson, who afterwards 
became his warmest friend, was characteristic of both. Herschel 
was observing the mountains in the moon, and as the hours 
passed on, he had occasion to bring his telescope into the 
street in front of his house to enable him to continue his 
work. Sir William Watson happened to pass by, and was 

reflecting telescope constructed by Sir William HersoheL Her Majesty imme« 
diately desired to try its powers, and Koumovsky was sent for from the Academy to 
repair to Tsarskoe-^lo, where the Court was at the time residing. The telescope 
was accordingly unpacked, and for eight long consecutive evenings the Empress 
employed herself ardently in observing the moon, planets, and stars; and more 
than this, in inquiring into the state of astronomy in her dominions. Then it 
was that Boumovsky set before the Imperial view the Academy^s idea of removing 
their observatory, detailing the necessity for, and the advai^ages of, such a pro- 
ceeding. Graciously did the * Semiramis of the North/ the * Polar Star,* enter 
into all these particulars, and warmly approve of the project ; but death dosed her 
career within a few weeks after, and prevented her execution of the design.** 
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arrested by the unusual spectacle of an astronomer in the 
public street, at the dead of night, using a large and quaint- 
looking instrument Having a taste for astronomy. Sir William 
stopped, and when Herschel took his eye from the telescope, 
asked if he might be allowed to have a look at the moon. 
The request was readily granted. Probably Herschel found 
but few in the gay city who cared for such matters; he was 
quickly drawn to Sir W. Watson, who at once reciprocated 
the feeling, and thus began a friendship which bore important 
fruit in Herschel’s subsequent career. 

At length the year 1781 approached, which was to witness 
his great achievement. Herschel had made good use of seyen 
years’ practical experience in astronomy, and he had completed 
a telescope of exquisite optical perfection, though greatly 
inferior in size to some of those which he afterwards erected. 
With this reflector Herschel commenced a methodical piece 
of observation. He formed the scheme of S 3 rstematically 
examining all the stars which were above a certain d^^e 
of brightness. It does not quite appear what object Herschel 
proposed to himself when ho undertook this labour, but, in 
any case, he could hardly have anticipated the extraordinary 
success with which the work was to be crowned. In the course 
of this review the telescope was directed to a star ; that star 
was examined ; then another was brought into the field of 
view, and it too was examined. Every star uncbr such 
circumstances merely shows itself as a point of light; the 
point may be brilliant or not, according as the star is bright 
or not; the point will also, of course, show the colour of 
the star, but it cannot exhibit recognisable size or shape. The 
greater, in fact, the perfection of the telescope, the smaller is 
the telescopic image of a star. 

How many stars Herschel inspected in this review we are 
not told; but at all events, on the ever-memorable night of 
the 13th of March, 1781, he was pursuing his self-allotted task 
among the hosts in the constellation Gemini. Doubtless, one 
star after another was admitted to view, and was allowed to 
pass away. At length, however, an object was placed in the 
field which differed from every other star. It was not a 
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' mere point of light ; it had a minuto, but still a perfectly 
recognisable, disa We say the disc was perfectly recognisable, 
but we should be careful to add that it was so in the excellent 
telescope of Herschel alone. Other astronomers had seen this 
object before. Its position had actually been measured no 
fewer than nineteen times before the Bath musician, with his 
home-made telescope, looked at it, but the previous observers 
had only seen it in small meridian instruments with low 
magnifying powers. Even after the discovery was made, and 
when well-trained observers with good instruments looked 
again under the direction of Herschel, one after another bore 
testimony to the extraordinary delicacy of the great astronomer’s 
perception, which enabled him almost at the first glance to 
discriminate between it and a star. 

If not a star, what, then, could it be? The first step to 
enable this question to be answered was to observe the body 
for some time. This Herschel did. He looked at it one 
night after another, and soon he discovered another funda- 
mental difference between this object and an ordinary star. 
The stars are, of course, characterised by their fixity, but this 
object was not fixed; night after night the place it occupied 
changed with respect to the stars. No longer could there be 
any doubt that this body was a member of the solar system, 
and that an interesting discovery had been made; many 
months, however, elapsed before Herschel knew the real merit 
of his achievement He did not realise that he had made 
the superb discovery of another mighty planet revolving out- 
side Saturn; he thought that it could only be a comet No 
doubt this object looked very different from a great comet, 
decorated with a tail. It was not, however, so entirely different 
from some forms of telescopic comets as to make the sugges- 
tion of its. being a body of this kind unlikely ; and the discovery 
was at first announced in accordance with this view. Time 
was necessary before the true character of the object could 
be ascertained. It must be followed for a considerable distance 
along its path, and measures of its position at different epochs 
must be effected, before it is practicable for the mathematician 
to calculate the path which the body pursues ; once, however^ 
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Attention was devoted to the snbject, many astronomers aided 
in making the necessaiy observations. These were placed in 
the hands of mathematicians, and the result was to show 
that this body was not a comet, but that, like all the planets, 
it revolved in a nearly circular path around the sun, and that 
the path lay millions of miles outside the path of Saturn, 
which had so long been regarded as the boundary of the 
solar system. 

It is hardly possible to over-estimate the significance of 
this splendid discovery. The five planets had been known 
from all antiquity ; they were all, at suitable seasons, brilliantly 
conspicuous to the unaided eye. But it was now found that, 
far outside the outermost of these planets revolved another 
splendid planet, larger than Mercury or Mars, larger — ^far 
larger — than Venus and the earth, and only surpassed in bulk 
by Jupiter and by Saturn. This superb new planet was 
plunged into space to such a depth that, notwithstanding its 
noble proportions, it seemed merely a tiny star, being only 
on rare occasions within reach of the unaided eye. This great 
globe required a period of eighty-four years to complete its 
majestic path, and the diameter of that path was 3,600,000,000 
milea 

Although the history of astronomy is the record of brilliant 
discoveries — of the labours of Copernicus, and of Kepler — of 
the telescopic achievements of Galileo, and the splendid theory 
of Newton — of the refined discovery of the aberration of 
light — of many other imperishable triumphs of intellect — ^yet 
this achievement of the organist at the Octagon Chapel occupies 
a totally different position from any other. There never before 
had been any historic record of the discovery of one of the 
bodies of the particular system to which the earth belongs. 
The older planets were no doubt discovered by someone, but 
we can say little more about these discoveries than we can 
about the discovery of the sun or of the moon; all are alike 
prehistoric. Here was the first recorded instance of the dis- 
covery of a planet which, like the earth, revolves around the 
sun, and, like our earth, may conceivably be an inhabited 
gbbe. So unique an achievement instantly arrested the 
20 
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attention of the whole scientific world. The music-master at 
Bath, hitherto unheard of as an astronomer, was speedily placed 
in the very foremost rank of those entitled to the name. On 
all sides the greatest interest was manifested about the 
unknown philosopher. The name of Herschel, then unfamiliar 
to English ears, appeared in every journal, and a curious list 
has been preserved of the number of blunders which were 
made in spelling the name. The different scientific societies 
hastened to convey their congratulations on an occasion so 
memorable. 

Tidings of the discovery made by the Hanoverian musician 
reached the ears of George III., and he sent for Herschel to 
come to the Court, that the King might learn from the 
discoverer’s own lips what he had actually achieved. 
Herschel brought with him one of his telescopes, and 
he provided himself with a chart of the solar system, with 
which to explain precisely wherein lay the significance of 
the discovery. The King was greatly interested in Herschel’s 
narrative, and not less in Herschel himself. The telescope 
was erected at Windsor, and, under the astronomer’s guidance, 
the King was shown Saturn and other celebrated objects. It 
is also told how the ladies of the Court the next day asked 
Herschel to show them the wonders which had so pleased 
the King. The telescope was duly erected in a window of 
one of the Queen’s apartments, but when evening arrived the 
sky was found to be overcast with clouds, and no stars could 
be seen. This was an experience with which Herschel, like 
every other astronomer, was unhappily only too familiar. But it 
is not every astronomer who would have shown the readiness 
of Herschel in escaping gracefully from the position. He 
showed to his lady pupils the construction of the telescope; 
he explained the mirror, and how he had feshioned it and 
given the polish ; and then, seeing the clouds were inexorable, 
he proposed that, as he could not show them the real Saturn, 
he should exhibit an artificial one as the best substitute. The 
permission granted, Herschel turned the telescope away from 
the sky, and pointed it towards the wall of a distant garden. 
On looking into the telescope there was Saturn, his globe and 
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his BjBtem of rings, so faithfully shown that, says Herschel, 
even a skilful astronomer might have been deceived. The 
£sict was that during the course of the day Herschel saw 
that the sky would probably be overcast in the evening, and 
he had provided for the contingency by cutting a hole in a 
piece of cardboard, the shape of Saturn, which was then 
placed against the distant garden wall, and illuminated by a 
lamp at the back. 

This visit to Windsor was productive of consequences 
momentous to Herschel, momentous to science. He had made 
so favourable an impression, that the King proposed to create 
for him the special appointment of King’s Astronomer at 
Windsor. The King was to provide the means for erecting 
the great telescopes, and he allocated to Herschel a salary of 
£200 a year, the figures being based, it must be admitted, 
on a somewhat moderate estimate of the requirements of an 
astronomer’s household. Herschel mentioned these particulars 
to no one save to his constant and generous friend. Sir W. 
Watson, who e.xclaimod, “Never bought monarch honour so 
cheap.” To other enquirers, Herschel merely said that the 
King had provided for him. In accepting this post, the 
great astronomer took no doubt a serious step. He at once 
sacrificed entirely his musical career, now, from many sources, 
a lucrative one; but his determination was speedily takea 
The splendid earnest that he had already given of his devotion 
to astronomy was, he knew, only the commencement of a 
series of memorable labours. He had indeed long been 
feeling -that it was his bounden duty to follow that path in 
life which his genius indicated. He was no longer a young 
man. He had attained middle age, and the years had become 
especially precious to one who knew that he had still a life* 
work to accomplish. He at one stroke freed himself from all 
distractions ; his pupils and concerts, his whole connection at 
Bath, were immediately renounced; he accepted the King’s 
offer with alacrity, and after one or two changes settled per- 
manently at Slough, near Windsor. 

It has, indeed, been well remarked that the most important 
event in connection with the discoveiy of Uranus was the 
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discovety of Herschel’s unrivalled powers of observatioa 
Uranus must, sooner or later, have been found. Had Herschel 
never lived, we should still, no doubt, have known Uranus long 
ere this. The really important point for science was that 
Herschel’s genius should be ^ven full scope, by setting him 
free from the engrossing details of an ordinary professional 
calling. The discovery of Uranus secured all this, and 
accordingly obtained for astronomy all Herschel’s future 
labours.* 

Uranus is so remote that even the best of our modem 
telescopes cannot make of it a striking picture. We can see, 
as Herschel did, that it has a measurable disc, and from 
measurements of that disc we conclude that the diameter of 
the planet is about 31,700 miles. This is about four times 
as great as the diameter of the earth, and we accordingly see 
that the volume of Uranus must be about sixty-four times as 
great as that of the earth. We also find that, like the other 
giant planets, Uranus seems to be composed of materials much 
lighter, on the whole, than those we find here; so that, 
though sixty-four times as lai^e as the earth, Uranus is only 
fifteen times as heavy. If we may trust to the analogies of 
what wo see everywhere else in our system, we can feel but 
little doubt that Uranus must rotate al)out an axis. The 
ordinary means of demonstrating this rotation can be hardly 
available in a body whose surface appears so small and so 
faint The period of rotation is accordingly unknown. The 
spectroscope tells us that a remarkable atmosphere, con- 
taining apparently some gases foreign to our own, deeply 
envelops Uranus. 

There is, however, one feature about Uranus which 
presents many points of interest to those astronomers who 
are possessed of telescopes of unusual size and perfection. 
Uranus ii^ accompanied by a system of satellites, some of 
which are so faint as to require the closest scrutiny for their 
detection. The discovery of these satellites was one of the 
subsequent achievements of Herschel It is, however, remark- 
able that even his penetration and care did not preserve him 

* 8m Fivf«nor Holden’s “Sit William Herschel, his Life and Works.” 
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from errors with regard to these very delicate objects. Some 
of the points which he thought to be satellites must, it would 
now seem, havet been merely stars enormously more distant, 
which happened to lie in the field of view. It has been 
since ascertained that the known satellites of Uranus are 
four in number, and their movements have been made the 
subject of prolonged and interesting telescopic research. The 
four satellites bear the names of Ariel, Umbriel, Titania, and 
Oberoa * Arranged in order of their distance from the central 
body, Ariel, the nearest, accomplishes its journey in 2 days 
and 12 hours. Oberon, the most distant, completes its journey 
in 18 days and 11 hours 

The law of Kepler declares that the path of a satellite 
around its primary, no less than of the primary around the 
sun, must be an ellipse. It leaves, however, boundless latitude 
in the actual eccentricity of the curve. The ellipse may be 
nearly a circle, it may bo absolutely a circle, or it may be 
something quite different from a circle. The paths pursued 
by the planets are, generally speaking, nearly circles; but we 
meet with no exact circle among planetary orbits So far as 
we at present know, the closest approach made to a perfectly 
circular movement is that by which the satellites of Uranus 
revolve around their primary. We are not prepared to say 
that these paths are absolutely circular. All that can be 
said is that our telescopes fail to show any measurable depar- 
ture therefrom. It is also to be noted as an interes|ing cir- 
cumstance that the orbits of the satellites of Uranus all lie 
in the same plane. This is not true of the orbits of the 
planets around the sun, nor is it true of the orbits of any other 
system of satellites around their primary. The most singular 
circumstance attending the Uranian system is, however, found 
in the position which this plane occupies. This is indeed 
almost aa great an anomaly in our system as are the rings 
of Saturn themselvea We have already had occasion to notice 
that the plane in which the earth revolves around the sun 
is very nearly coincident with the planes in which all the other 
great planets revolve. The same is true, to a large extent, of 
the orbits of the minor planets; though here, no doubt, we 
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meet with a few cases in which the plane of the orbit is inclined 
at no inconsiderable angle to the plane in which the earth 
moves. The plane in which the moon revolves also approxi- 
mates to this system of planetary planea So, too, do the orbits 
of the satellites of Saturn and of Jupiter, while even the more 
recently discovered satellites of Mars form no exception to 
the rule. The whole solar system — at least so far as the great 
planets are concerned — would require comparatively little 
alteration if the orbits were to be entirely flattened down 
into one plana There are, however, some notable exceptions 
to this rule. The satellites of Uranus revolve in a plane which 
is far from coinciding with the plane to which all other orbits 
approximate. In fact, the paths of the satellites of Uranus 
lie in a plane nearly at right angles to the orbit of Uranus. 
We are not in a position to give any satisfactory explanation 
of this circumstance. It is, however, evident that in the genesis 
of the Uranian system there must have been some influence 
of a quite exceptional and local character. 

Soon after the discovery of the planet Uranus, in 1781, 
suflicient observations were accumulated to enable the orbit 
it follows to be determined. When the path was known, it 
was then a mere matter of mathematical calculation to ascertain 
where the planet was situated at any past time, and where it 
would be situated at any future time An interesting enquiry 
was thus originated as to how far it might be possible to find 
any observations of the planet made previously to its discovery 
by Herschel. Uranus looks like a star of the sixth magni- 
tude. Not many astronomers were provided with telescopes 
of the perfection attained by Herschel, and the personal delicacy 
of perception characteristic of Herschel was a still more rare 
possessioa It was, therefore, to be expected that, if such 
previous observations existed, they would merely record Uranus 
as a star visible, and indeed bright, in a moderate telescope, 
but still not claiming any exceptional attention over thousands 
of apparently similar stars. Many of the early astronomme 
had devoted themselves to the useful and laborious work of 
forming catalogues of stara In the preparation of a star 
catalogue, the telescope was directed to the heavens, the stars 
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were observed, their places were carefully measured, the bright- 
ness of the star was also estimated, and thus the catalogue 
was gradually compiled in which each star had its place faith- 
fully recorded, so that at any future time it could be identified. 
The stars were thus registered, by hundreds and by thousands, 
at various dates firom the birth of accurate astronomy till the 
present time. The suggestion was then made that, as Uranus 
looked so like a star, and as it was quite bright enough to 
have engaged the attention of astronomers possessed of even 
very moderate instrumental powers, there was a possibility 
that it had already been observed, and thus actually lay re- 
corded as a star in some of the older cataloguea This was 
indeed an idea worthy of every attention, and pmgnant with 
the most important consequences in connection with the im- 
mortal discovery to be discussed in our next chapter. But 
how was such an examination of the catalogues to be con- 
ducted ? Uranus is constantly moving about ; does it not 
seem that there is every element of uncertainty in such an 
investigation? Let us consider a notable example. 

The great national observatory at Greenwich was founded 
in 1675, and the first Astronomer-Royal was the illustrious 
Flamsteed, who in 1676 commenced that series of observations 
of the heavenly bodies which has been continued to the present 
day with such incalculable benefits to science. At first the 
instruments were of a rather primitive description, but in 
the course of some years Flamsteed succeeded in procuring 
instruments adequate to the production of a catalogue of stars, 
and he devoted himself with extraordinary zeal to the under- 
taking. It is in this memorable work, the “ Historia Coelestis ” 
of Flamsteed, that the earliest observation of Uranus is 
recorded. In the first place it was known that the orbit of 
this body, like the orbit of every other great planet, was inclined 
at a very small angle to the ecliptic. It hence follows that 
Uranus is at all times only to be met with along the ecliptic, 
and it is possible to calculate where the planet has been in 
each year. It was thus seen that in 1690 the planet was 
situated in that part of the ecliptic where Flamsteed was at 
the same date making his observations. It was natural to 
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search the observations of Flamsteed, and see whether any 
of the so-called stars could have been Uranus. An object was 
found in the "Historia Coelestis” which occupied a position 
identical with that which Uranus must have filled on the same 
date. Could this be Uranus? A decisive test was at once 
available. The telescope was directed to the spot in the heavens 
where Flamsteed saw a sixth-magnitude star. If that were 
really a star, then it would still be visible. The trial was 
made ; no such star could be found, and hence the presumption 
that this was really Uranus could hardly be for a moment 
doubted. Speedily other confirmation flowed ia It was 
shown that Uranus had been observed by Bradley and by 
Tobias Mayer, and it also became apparent that Flamsteed 
had observed Uranus not only once, but that he had actually 
measured its place four times in the years 1712 and 1715. 
Yet Flamsteed was never conscious of the discovery that lay 
so nearly in his grasp. He was, of course, under the impression 
that all these observations related to difierent stars. A still 
more remarkable case is that of Lemonnier, who had actually 
observed Uranus twelve times, and even recorded it on four 
consecutive days in January, 1769. If Lemonnier had only 
carefully looked over his own work; if he had perceived, as 
he might have done, how the star he observed yesterday was 
gone to-day, while the star visible to-day had moved away 
by to-morrow, there is no doubt that Uranus would have been 
discovered, and William Herschel would have been anticipated. 
Would Lemonnier have made as good use of his fame as 
Herschel did ? This seems a question which can never be 
decided, but those who estimate Herschel as the present writer 
thinks he ought to be estimated, will probably agree in thinking 
that it was most fortunate for science that Lemonnier did not 
compare his observations.'’'' 

These early accidental observations of Uranus are not 
merely to be regarded as matters of historical interest or 
curiosity. That they are of the deepest importance with 

• Ango lays that ** Leii)iOiimer*f records were the image of chaos.” Bouvard 

flowed to Arago one of the obserTations of tJranns which was written on a paper 
hag that In its tim^ had contained hair«powder« 
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T^rd to the science itself a few words will enable us to 
show. It is to be remembered that Uranus requires no less 
than eighty>four years to accomplish his mighty revolution 
around the sun. The planet has completed one entire revo* 
lution since its discovery, and up to the year 1910 had 
accomplished a little over one-half of another. For the 
careful study of the nature of the orbit, it was desirable to 
have as many measurements as possible, and extending over 
the widest possible interval This was in a great measure 
secured by the identification of the ' early observations of 
Ur^us. An approximate knowledge of the orbit was quite 
capable of giving the places of the planet with sufficient 
accuracy to identify it when met with in the cataloguea But 
when by their aid the actual observations have been dis- 
covered, they teU us precisely the place of Uranus; and 
hence, instead of our knowledge of the planet being limited 
to observations during one revolution and a half, we have 
at the present time information extending over considerably 
more than two revolutiona 

From the observations of the planet the ellipse in which 
it moves can be ascertained. We can compute this ellipse 
from the observations made during the time since the dis- 
covery. We can also compute the ellipse from the early 
observations made before the discovery. If Kepler’s laws 
were rigorously verified, then, of course, the ellipse performed 
in the present revolution must differ in no respect from the 
ellipse performed in the preceding, or indeed in any other 
revolutioa We can test this point in an interesting manner 
by comparing the ellipse derived from the ancient observations 
with that deduced from the modem ones. These ellipses closely 
resemble each other; they are nearly the same; but it is 
most important to observe that they are not exactly the same, 
even when allowance has been m^e for every known source 
of disturbance in accordance with the principles explained in 
the next chapter. The law of Kepler seems thus not abso- 
lutely true in the case of Uranus. Here is, indeed, a matter 
demanding our most earnest and careful attentioa Have we 
not repeatedly laid down the universality of the laws of 
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Kepler in controlling the planetary motions? Hov then 
can we reconcile this law with the irregularities proved 
beyond a doubt to exist in the motions of Uranus ? 

Let us look a little more closely into the matter. We 
know that the laws of Kepler are a consequence of the laws 
of gravitatiom We know that the planet moves in an elliptic 
path around the sun, in Virtue of the sun’s attraction, and 
we know that the ellipse will be preserved without the 
minutest alteration if the sun and the planet be left to their 
mutual attractions, and if no other force intervene. We 
can also calculate the influence of each of the known planets 
on the fonn and position of the orbit. But when allowance 
is made for all such perturbing influences it is found that 
the observed and computed orbits do not agree. The con- 
clusion is irresistible. Uranus does not move solely in 
consequence of the sun’s attraction and that of the planets 
of our system interior to Uranus; there must therefore be 
some further influence acting upon Uranus besides those 
already knowa To the development of this subject the next 
chapter will be devoted. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

NEPTUNE. 

Discovery of Neptune— A Mathematical Achievement — The Sun’s Attraction- 
All Bodies attract — Jupiter and Saturn — The Planetary Perturbations— 
Three Bodies— Nature has simplified the Problem — Approximate Solution — 
The S6urces of Success — The Problem Stated for the Earth— The Discoveries 
of Lagrange— The Eccentricity — Necessity that all the Planets revolve in 
the same Direction — Lagrange's Discoveries have not the Dramatic Interest 
of the more Recent Achievements — ^The Irregularities of Uranus — The Un- 
known Planet must revolve outside the Path of Uranus — The Data for the » 
Problem— Le Vorrier and Adams both investigate the Question — Adams 
indicates the Place of the Planet — How the Search was to bo conducted — 
Le Verrier also solves the Problem— The Telescopic Discovery of the Planet 
— The Rival Claims — Early Observation of Neptune — Difficulty of the 
Telescopic Study of Neptune — Numerical Details of the Orbit— Is there any 
Outer Planet ? — Contrast between Mercury and Neptune. 


We describe in this chapter a discovery so extraordinary that 
the whole annals of science may be searched in vain for a 
parallel. We are not here concerned with technicalities of 
practical astronomy. Neptune was first revealed by profound 
mathematical research rather than by minute telescopic in- 
vestigation We must develop the account of this striking 
epoch in the history of science with the fulness of detail 
which is commensurate with its importance; and it will 
accordingly be necessary, at the outset of our narrative, to 
make an excursion into a difficult but attractive department 
of astronomy, to which we have as yet made little reference. 

The supreme controlling power in the solar system is the 
attraction of the sun. Each planet of the system experiences 
that attraction, and, in virtue thereof, is constrained to revolve 
around the sim in an elliptic path. The efficiency of a body 
as an attractive agent is directly proportional to its mass, and 
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as the mass of the sun is more than a thousand times as great 
as that of Jupiter, which, itself, exceeds that of all the other 
planets collectively, the attraction of the sun is necessarily 
the chief determining force of the movements in our system. 
The law of gravitation, however, does not merely say that the 
sun attracts each planet Gravitation is a doctrine much 
more general, for it asserts that every body in the universe 
attracts every other body. In obedience to this law, each 
planet must be attracted, not only by the sun, but by in- 
numerable bodies, and the movement of the planet must be 
the joint effect of all such attractions. As for the influence of 
the stars on our solar system, it may be at once set aside as 
inappreciable. The stars are no doubt enormous bodies, in 
many cases possibly transcending the sun in magnitude, but 
the law of gravitation tells us that the intensity of the attrac- 
tion decreases as the square of the distance increases. Most 
of the stars are a million times as remote as the sun, and 
consequently their attraction is so slight as to be absolutely 
inappreciable in the discussion of this question. The only 
attractions we need consider are those vrhich arise from 
the action of one body of the system upon another. Let us 
take, for instance, the two largest planets of our system, 
Jupiter and Saturn. Each of these globes revolves mainly 
in consequence of the sun’s attraction, but every planet also 
attracts every other, and the consequence is that each one is 
slightly drawn away from the position it would have other- 
wise occupied. In the language of astronomy, we would say 
that the path of Jupiter is perturbed by the attraction of 
Saturn; and, conversely, that the path of Saturn is per- 
turbed by the attraction of Jupiter. 

For many years these irr^lasities of the planetary 
motions presented problems with which astronomers were not 
able to cope. Gradually, however, one difficulty after another 
has been vanquished, and though there are no doubt some 
small irregularities still outstanding which have not been 
completely explained, yet all the larger and more important 
phenomena of the kind are well understood. The subject is 
one of the most difficult which the astronomer l^s to en* 
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counter in the whole range of his science. He has here 
to calculate what effect one planet is capable of producing on 
another planet. Such calculations bristle with formidable 
difficulties, and can only be overcome by consummate skill 
in the loftiest branches of mathematics. Let us state what 
the problem really is. 

When two bodies move in virtue of their mutual attrac- 
tion, both of them will revolve in a curve which admits of 
being exactly ascertained. Each path- is, in fact, an ellipse, 
and they must have a common focus at the centre of gravity 
of the two bodies, considered as a single system. In the 
case of a sun and a planet, in which the mass of the sim 
preponderates enormously over the mass of the planet, the 
centre of gravity of the two lies very near the centre of the 
sun; the path of the great body is in such a case very 
small in comparison with the path of the planet. All 
these matters admit of perfectly accurate calculation of a 
somewhat elementary character. But now let us add a 
third body to the system which attracts each of the others 
and is attracted by them. In consequence of this attraction, 
the third body is displaced, and accordingly its influence 
on the others is modified; they in turn act upon it, and 
these actions and reactions introduce endless complexity 
into the system. Such is the famous "problem of three 
bodies,” which has engaged the attention of almost every 
great mathematician since the time of Newtoa Stated in 
its mathematical aspect, and without having its intricacy 
abated by any modifying circumstances, the problem is one 
that defies solution. Mathematicians have not yet been 
able to deal with the mutual attractions of three bodies 
moving freely in space. If the number of bodies be greater 
than three, as is actually the case in the solar system, the 
problem becomes still more hopeless. 

Nature, however, has in this matter dealt kindly with us. 
She has, it is true, proposed, a problem which cannot be 
accurately solved; but she has introduced into the problem, 
as proposed in the solar system, certain special features which 
materially reduce the difficulty. We are still unable to obtain 
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what a mathematician would describe as a rigorous solution 
of the question ; we cannot solve it with the completeness of 
a sum in arithmetic; but we can do what is nearly if not 
quite as useful We can solve the problem approximately; 
we can find out what the effect of one planet on the other is 
very nearly, and by additional labour we can reduce the 
limits of uncertainty to as low a point as may be desired. 
We thus obtain a practical solution of the problem adequate 
for all the purposes of science. It avails us little to know 
the place of a planet with absolute mathematical accuracy. 
If we can determine what we want with so close an approxi- 
mation to the true position that no telescope could possibly 
disclose the difference, then every practical end will have 
been attained. The reason why in this case we are enabled to 
get round the difficulties which we cannot surmount lies in 
the exceptional character of the problem of three bodies as 
exhibited in the solar system. In the first place, the sun is 
of such pre-eminent mass that many matters may be over- 
looked which would be of moment were he rivalled in mass by 
any of the planets. Another source of our success arises from 
the small inclinations of the planetary orbits to each other; 
while the fact that the orbits are nearly circular also greatly 
facilitates the work. The mathematicians who may reside 
in some of the other parts of the universe are not equally 
favoured. Among the sidereal systems we find not a few 
cases where the problem of three bodies, or even of more than 
three, would have to be faced without any of the alleviating 
circumstances which our system presents. In such groups 
as the marvellous star 0 Orionis, we have four or more 
bodies comparable in size, which must produce movements of 
the utmost complexity. Even if terrestrial mathematicians 
shall ever have the hardihood to face such problems, there 
is no likelihood of their being able to do so for ages to 
come; such researches must repose on accurate observations 
as their foundation; and the observations of these distant 
systems are at present utterly inadequate for the purpose. 

The undisturbed revolution of a planet around the sun, in 
conformity with Kepler’s law, would assure for that planet 
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permanent conditions of climate. The earth, for instance, if 
guided solely by Kepler’s laws, would return each day of the 
year exactly to the same position which it had on the same 
day of last year. From age to age the quantity of heat 
received by the earth would remain constant if the sun 
continued unaltered, and the present climate might thus be 
preserved indefinitely. But since the existence of planetary 
perturbation has become recognised, questions arise of the 
gravest importance with reference to the possible effects 
which such perturbations may have. We now see that the 
path of the earth is not absolutely fixed. That path is 
deranged by Venus and by Mars ; it is deranged, it must be 
deranged, by every planet in our system. It is true that in 
a year, or even in a century, the amount of alteration pro- 
duced is not very great; the ellipse which represents the 
path of our earth this year does not differ considerably from 
the ellipse which represented the movement of the earth 
one hundred years ago. But the important question arises 
as to whether the slight difference which does exist may 
not bo constantly increasing, and may not ultimately assume 
such proportions as to modify our climates, or even to 
render life utterly impossible. Indeed, if wo look at the 
subject without attentive calculation, nothing would seem 
more probable than that such should be the fate of our 
system. This globe revolves in a path inside that of the 
mighty Jupiter. It is, therefore, constantly attracted by 
Jupiter, and when it overtakes the vast planet, and comes 
between him and the sun, then the two bodies are com- 
paratively close together, and the earth is pulled outwards 
by Jupiter. It might be supposed that the tendency of such 
disturbances would be to draw the earth gradually away 
from the sim, and thus to cause our globe to describe a 
path ever growing wider and wider. It is not, however, 
possible to decide a dynamical question by merely superficial 
reasoning of this character. The question has to be brought 
before the tribunal of mathematical analysis, where every 
element in the case is duly taken into account Such an 
enquiry is by no means a simple one. It worthily occupied 



TEE 8T0BT OF THE HEAVEKS. 


the splendid talents of Lagrange and J^aplace, whose dis- 
coveries in the theory of planetary perturbation are some of 
the most remarkable achievements in astronomy. 

We cannot here attempt to describe the reasoning which 
these great mathematicians employed. It can only be expressed 
by the formulae of the mathematician, and would then be 
hardly intelligible without previous years of mathematical 
study. It fortunately happens, however, that the results to 
which Lagrange and Laplace were conducted, and which have 
been abundantly confirmed by the labours of other mathe- 
maticians, admit of being described in simple language. 

Let us 'suppose the case of the sun, and of two planets 
circulating around him. These two planets are mutually dis- 
turbing each other, but the amount of the disturbance is small 
in comparison with the effect of the sun on each of them. 
Lagrange demonstrated that, though the ellipse in which each 
planet moved Avas gradually altered in some respects by the 
attraction of the other planet, yet there is one feature of the 
curve which the perturbation is powerless to alter permanently : 
the longest axis of the ellipse, and, therefore, the mean distance 
of the planet from the sun, which is equal to one-half of it, 
must remain unchanged. This is really a discovery as im- 
portant as it was unexpected. It at once removes all fear as 
to the effect which perturbations can produce on the stability 
of the system. It shows that, notwithstanding the attractions 
of Mars and of Venus, of Jupiter and of Saturn, our earth 
will for ever continue to revolve at the same mean distance 
from the sun, and thiis the succession of the seasons and the 
length of the year, so far as this element at least is concerned, 
will remain for ever unchanged. 

But Lagrange went further into the enquiry. He saw that 
the mean distance did not alter, but it remained to be seen 
whether the eccentricity of the ellipse described by the earth 
might not be affected by the perturbations. This is a matter 
of hardly less consequence than that just referred to. Even 
though the earth preserved the same average distance from 
the sun, yet the greatest and least distance might be widely 
unequal: the earth might pass very close to the s\m at one 
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psrt of its orbit, and then recede to a very great distance at 
' the opposite part So far as the welfare of our globe and its 
inhabitants is concerned, this is quite as important as the 
question of the mean distance; too much heat in one bajf 
of the year would afford but indifferent compensation for too 
little during the other half. Lagrange submitted this question 
also to his analysia Again he vanquished the mathematical 
difficulties, and again he was able to give assurance of the 
permanence of our system. It is true that he was not this 
time able to say that the eccentricity of each path will remain 
constant; this is not the case. What he does assert, and 
what he has abundantly proved, is that the eccentricity of 
each orbit will always remain small. We learn that the shape 
of the earth’s orbit gradually swells and gradually contracts; 
the greatest length of the ellipse is invariable, but sometimes 
it approaches more to a circle, and sometimes becomes more 
elliptical These changes are comprised within narrow limits; 
so that, though they may probably correspond with measurable 
climatic changes, yet the safety of the system is not imperilled, 
as it would be if the eccentricity could increase indefinitely. 
Once {gain Lagrange applied the resources of his calculus to 
study the effect which perturbations can have on the inclina- 
tion of the path in which the planet moves. The result in 
this case was similar to that obtained with respect to the 
eccentricities. If we commence with the assumption ‘that the 
mutual inclinations of the planets are small, then mathematics 
assure us that they must always remain small. We are thus 
led to the conclusion that the planetaiy perturbations are 
unable to affect the stability of the solar system. 

We shall perhaps more fully appreciate the importance of 
these memorable researches if we consider how easily matters 
might have been otherwise. Let us suppose a system re- 
sembling ours in every respect save one. Let that system 
have a sun, as ours has ; a system of planets and of satellites 
like ours. Let the masses of all the bodies in this hypothetical 
system be identical with the masses in our system, and let 
the distances and the periodic times be the same in the two 
esses. Let all the planes of the orbits be similarly placed; 
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and yet this hypothetical system m^ht contain seeds of deoty 
from which cure is free. There is one pint in the imaguuny 
scheme which we have not yet specific. In our system ell 
the planets lerolre in the same direction around the sun. 
Let us suppose this law violated in the hypothetical system 
by reversing one planet on its path. That slight change alone 
would expose the ^stem to the risk of destruction by the 
planetary prturbations. Here, then, we find the necessity of 
that remarkable uniformity of the directions in which the 
planets revolve around the sun. Had these directions not 
been uniform, our system must, in all probability, have prished 
ages ago, and we should not be here to discuss prturbations 
or any other subject 

Great as was the success of the eminent French mathe- 
matician who made these beautiful discoveries, it was left for 
the nineteenth century to witness the crowning triumph ci 
mathematical analysis applied to the law of gravitatioa The 
work of Lagrange lacks the dramatic interest of the discovery 
made by Le Yerrier and Adams, which gave still wider extent 
to tile solar system by the discovery of the planet Neptune 
revolving fu outside Uranus. 

We have already alluded to the difficulties which were 
exprienced when it was sought to reconcile the early obser- 
vations of Uranus with those made since its discovery. We 
have shown that the pth in which this planet revolved ex- 
perienced change, and that consequently Uranus must be 
exposed to the action of some other force besides the sun’s 
attraction. 

The question arises as to the nature of these disturbing 
ffircea From what we have already learned of the mutual 
deranging influence between any two planets, it seems natural 
to inquire whether the irregularities of Uranus could not U 
accounted for ly the attraction of the other planets. Uranus 
revolves just outside Saturn. The mass of Saturn is much 
bugor than the mass of Uranus. Could it not be that 
Saturn draws Uranus aside, and thus causes the changes? 
This is a question to be decided by the mathematician. He 
can compute what Saturn is able to do, and he finds, no 
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doubt, that Satueu is ci^ble of produciug some displacemmxt 

Uranua In a similar manner Jupiter, with his migfai^ 
mass, acts on Uranus, and produces a disturbance which tim 
mathematician calculates When the figures had been wmrked 
out for all the known planets they were applied to Uranus^ 
and we might expect to find that they would fully account 
for the observed irregularities of his path. This was. however, 
not the case. After every known source of disturbance had 
been carefully allowed for, Uranus was still shown to be in> 
fluenced by some further agent; and hence the conclusion 
was established that Uranus must be affected by some unknown 
body. What could this unknown body be, and where must 
it situated? Analogy was here the guide of those who 
speculated on this matter. We know no cause of disturbance 
of a planet’s motion except it be the attraction of another 
planet. Could it be that Uranus was really attracted by 
some other planet at that time utterly unknown ? This sug- 
gestion was made by many astronomers, and it was possible 
to determine some conditions which the unknovm body should 
fulfil. In the first place its orbit must lie outside the orbit 
of Uranus. This was necessary, because the unknown planet 
must be a large and massive one to produce the observed 
irregularitiea If, therefore, it were nearer than Uranus, it 
would be a conspicuous object, and must have been discovered 
long ago. Other reasonings were also available to ‘show that 
if the disturbances of Uranus were caused by the attraction 
of a planet, that body must revolve outside the globe discovered 
by Herschel. The general analogies of the planetary system 
might also be invoked in support of the hypothesis that the 
path of the unknown planet, though necessarily elliptic, did 
not differ widely from a circle, and that the plane in which 
it moved must also be nearly coincident with the plane of 
the earth's curbit. 

The measured deviatioirs of Uranus at the different points 
of its orbit were the sole data available for the discovery of 
the new planet We have to fit the orbit of the unknown 
globe, as well as the mass of the planet itself, in such a way 
as to account for the various perturbations. Let us, 
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instance, assume a certain distance for the hypothetical body, 
and try if we can assign both an orbit and a mass for the 
planet, at that distance, which shall account for the per- 
tarbations. Our first assumpticm is pmiiaps too great. Wo 
try again with a lesser distanca We can refuesoit the 

observations with greater aocurae^y. k attan^ will 

give the result sdll moro dosdiy, in^ at Icngii dtaepe 
the unknown planet » detonolns^ 1# * ik Ek kE liie 

mass of the body can be also detemiitiBii Wh Ji«siyMe«esciain 

value, and calculate the perturbatkm tt tibe 'sesidts seem 
greater than those obtained by observationa, then the asnnned 
mass is too great. We amend the assumpfifon, and ncmnpute 
with a lesser amount, and so on until at length we determine 
a mass for the planet which harmonises with the results of 
actual measurement. The other elements of the unknown 
orbit — its eccentricity and the position of its axis — are all to 
be ascertained in a similar manner. At length it appeared 
that the perturbations of Uranus could be completely explained 
if the unknown planet had a certain mass, and moved in an 
orbit which had a certain pc»ition, while it was also manifest 
that no very different orbit or greatly altered mass would 
explain the observed foots. 

These remarkable computations were undertaken quite in- 
dependently by two astronomers — one in England and one in 
France. Each of them attacked, and each of them succeeded 
in solving, the great problem. The scientific men of England 
and the scientific men of France joined issue on the question 
as to the claims of their respective champions to the great 
discovery ; but in the many years which have elapsed since 
these memorable researches the question has gradually become 
settled. It is the impartial verdict of the scientific world 
outside En^and and France, that the merits of this splendid 
triumifo of science must be divided equally between the late 
distinguished Professor J. C. Adams, of Cambridge, and the 
late U. J. J. Le Verrier, the director of the Paris Observatory. 

I^ortly after Mr. Adams had taken his degree at Cambri^fe, 
in 1843, whmi he obtained the distinction of Senior Wrangler, 
he turned hfo attention to the perturbatiems of Uranus, and, 
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gaid«d by these perturbations alone, oommeneed his seansh 
for the unknown planet Long and arduous was the enquiry—’ 
demanding an enormous amount of numerical ealoulati<m, as 
well as consummate mathematical resource; but gradually 
Mx. Adams overcame the difficulties. Ab tlie subject unfolded 
Uaelf, he aav hoar the perturbations of Uiimus eouUl be la% 
er^foiDiiad by e<Kii|tcieQe cf sit exterw idsiMty itt hMMNbj 
hi hsd isfoiictsliiedi' Dtol Afope thd mibit ifi Ihlii 
he ftm $bk t» iudfoeke the pert of ties heerniw ^ 
the uokpown |^obe must be socqfot "With Ifoi wees w fose hr 
this advanced condidon, Mr. Adams called on the Aatimoaas 
Royal, Sir Qeoi^ Airy, at Greenwich, in October, 1845, and 
placed in his hands the computations which indicated with 
marvelloas accuracy the place of the yet unobserved planet 
It thus appears that seven months before anyone else had 
solved this problem Mr. Adams had conquered its difficulties, 
and had actually located the planet in a position but little 
more than a degree distant from the spot which it is now 
known to have occupied. All that was wanted to complete 
the discovery, and to gain for Professor Adams and for Englidt 
science the undivided glory of this achievement, was a strict 
telescopic search through the heavens in the neighbourhood 
indicate 

Why, it may be said, was not such an enquiry instituted 
at once ? No doubt this would have been done, if the obser- 
vatories had been generally furnished in those days with the 
elaborate star-charts which they now possesa In the absence 
of a chart (and none had then been available of the part of 
the sky containing the unknown planet) the search for this 
body was a most tedious undertaking. It had been suggested 
that the new globe could be detected by its visible disc; but 
it must be remembered that even Uranus, so much closer to 
us, bad a disc so small that it was observed nearly a score 
of times without particular notice, though it did not escape 
the eagle glance of HerscheL There remained then only one 
available method of finding Neptuna It was to construct a 
chart of the heavens in the neighbourhood indicated, and then 
to compare this chart night after night with the stars in the 
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heaveos. Before recommending tlie commencement of a labour 
so onerous, the Astronomer-Royal thought it right to submit 
Mr. Adams’s ifisearohes to a crucial preliminary test Mr. 
Adams had shown how his theory rendered an exact account 
of the perturbations of Uranus in longitude The Astronomer- 
Royal asked Mr. Adams whether he was able to give an equally 
clear explanation of the notable variations in the distance of 
Uranus. There can be no doubt that his theory would have 
rendered a satisfactory account of these variations also; but, 
unfortunately, Mr. Adams seems not to have thought the matter 
of sufficient importance to give the Astronomer-Royal any 
speedy reply, and hence it happened that no less than nine 
months elapsed between the time when Mr. Adams first com- 
municated his results to the Astronomer-Royal and the time 
when the telescopic search for the planet was systematically 
commenced. Up to this time no account of Mr. Adams's 
researches had been published. His labours were known to 
but few besides the Astronomer-Royal and Professor Challis 
of Cambridge, to whom the duty of making the search was 
afterwards entrusted. 

In the meantime the attention of Le Yerrier, the great 
French mathematician and astronomer, had been specially 
directed by Arago to the problem of the perturbations of 
Uranua With exhaustive analysis Le Yerrier investigated 
every possible known source of disturbance. The influences 
of the older planets were estimated once more with every pre- 
cision, but only to confirm the conclusion already arrived at 
as to their inadequacy to account for the perturbations. Le 
Yerrier then commenced the search for the unknown planet 
by the aid of mathematical investigation, in complete ignorance 
of the labours of Adams. In November, 1845, and again on 
the 1st of June, 1846, portions of the French astronomer’s 
results were announced. The Astronomer-Royal then perceived 
that his calculations coincided practically with those of Adams, 
insomuch that the places assigned to the unknown planet by 
the two astronomers were not more than a degree apart I This 
was, indeed, a remarkable result. Here was a planet unknown 
to human sight, yet felt, ss it were, by mathematical analysis 
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vitli a eertainty so gveat that two astronomers, each in total 
^orance of the other’s labours, concurred in locating the 
planet in almost the same spot of the heavens. The existence 
of the new globe was thus raised nearly to a certainty, and 
it became incumbent on practical astronomers to commence 
the search forthwitL In Jime, 1846, the Astronomer-Boyal 
annoimced to the visitors of the Greenwich Observatory the 
close coincidence between the calculations of Le Yerrier and 
of Adams, and urged that a strict scrutiny of the region indi* 
cated should be at once instituted. Professor Challis, having 
the command of the great Northumberland equatorial tele- 
scope at Cambridge, was induced to undertake the work, and 
on the 29th July, 1846, he began his labours. 

The plan of search adopted by Professor Challis was an 
onerous one. He first took the theoretical place of the planet, 
as given by Mr. Adams, and after allowing a very large margin 
for the uncertainties of a calculation so recondite, he marked 
out a certain region of the heavens, near the ecliptic, in which 
it might be anticipated that the unknown planet must be 
found. He then determined to observe all the stars in this 
region and measure their relative positiona When this work 
was once done it was to be repeated a second time. His scheme 
even contemplated a third complete set of observations of 
the stars contained within this selected re^on. There could 
be no doubt that this process would determine the planet if 
it were bright enough to come within the limits of stellar 
magnitude which Professor Challis adopted. The globe would 
be detected by its motion relatively to the stars, when the 
three series of measures came to be compared. The scheme 
was organised so thoroughly that it must have led to the 
expected discovery — in fact, it afterwards appeared that Pro- 
fessor Challis did actually observe the planet more than once, 
and a subsequent comparison of its positions must infallibly 
have led to the detection of the new globe. 

Le Yerrier was steadily maturing his no less elaborate 
investigarions in the same direction. He felt confident of the 
eristence of the planet, and he went so far as to predict not 
<mly the utuation of the globe but even its actual appearancn 
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He thought the planet would be huge oio^ (thot^ «tlQ 
of course only a t^eseopic object) to be distiagou^ 
the stars by the possession of a disa Hrese definite prediotums 
streoigthened the belief that we were on the verge of another 
great discovery in the solar system, so much so that when 
Sir John Herschel addressed the British Association on the 
10th of September, 1846, he uttered the following words: — 
"The past year has given to os the new planet Astrsea — it 
has done more, it has ^ven us the probable prospect of 
another. We see it as Columbus saw America from the 
shores of Spain. Its movements have been felt trembling 
along the far-reachii^ line of our analysis, with a certainty 
hardly inferior to ocular demonstration.” 

The time of the discovery was now rapidly approaching. 
On the 18th of September, 1846, Le Verrier wrote to Dr. Qalle. 
of the Berlin Observatory, describing the place of the planet 
indicated by his calculations, and asking him to make its 
telescopic discovery. The request thus preferred was similar 
to that made on behalf of Adams to Professor Challia Both 
at Berlin and at Cambridge the telescopic research was to 
be made in the same region of the heavens. The Berlin 
astronomers were, however, fortunate in possessing an in- 
valuable aid to the research which was not at the time in 
the hands of Professor Challia We have mentioned how the 
search for a telescopic planet can be facilitated by the use 
of a carefully-executed chart of the stars. In fact, a mere 
comparison of the chart with the sky is all that is necessary. 

It happened that the preparation of a series of star charts 
had been undertaken by the Berlin Academy of Sciences some 
yMTS proviously. On these charts the place of every star, down 
even to the tenth magnitude, had been faithfully engraved. 
This work was one of much utility, but its originators could 
hardly have anticipated the brilliant discovery which would 
arise from their years of tedious labour. It was found con- 
venient to publish such an extensive piece of surveying work 
by instalments, and accordingly, as the chart was completed, 
it issued from the press sheet by sheet. It happened that 
just before the news of Le Yerrier’s labours reached Berlin 
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tlie duurt of tibat part tlio heavens had been engraved 
and printed. 

It was on the 23 rd of September that Le Yesma'a letter 
reached Dr. Galle at Berlin. The sky that n%ht was dear, 
and we can imagine with what anxiety Dr. dalle directed his 
tdescope to the heavena The instrument was pointed in 
accordance with Le Yerrier’s instructions. The field of view 
showed a multitude of stars, as does every part of the heavens. 
One of these was really the planet The new chart was unrolled, 
and, star by star, the heavens were compared with it As the 
identification of the stars went on, one object after another 
was found to lie in the heavens as it was engraved on the 
chart, and was of course rejected. At length a star of the 
eighth magnitude — a brilliant object — was brought into notice, 
The chart was examined, but there was no star there. This 
object could not have been in its present place when the 
chart was formed. The object was therefore a wandermr — a 
planet. Yet it was necessary to be cautious in such a matter. 
Many possibilities had to be guarded against. It was, for 
instance, at least conceivable that the object was really a star 
which, by some mischance, eluded the careful eye of the 
astronomer who had constructed the map. It was even 
possible that the star might be one of the large class of 
variables which alternate in brightness, and it might have 
been too faint to have been visible when the chart was made. 
Chr it might be one of the minor planets moving between Mars 
and Jupiter. Even if none of these explanations would answer, 
it was still necessary to show that the object was moving 
with that particular velocity and in that particular direction 
which the theory of Le Verrier indicated. The lapse of a 
single day was sufficient to dissipate all doubts. The next 
night the object was again observed. It had moved, and 
when its motion was measured it was found to accord precisely 
with what Le Yerrier had foretold. Indeed, as if no circum' 
stance in the confirmation should be wanting, the diameter 
of the planet, as measured by the micrometers at Berlin, 
proved to be practically coincident with that anticipated by 
Le y«rrten 
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The world speedily rang with the news of thn splen^ 
achievement. Instandj the name of Le Yerrier rose to a 
pinnacle hardly surpassed by that of any asteonomer of any 
age or country. The circumstances of the discovery were highly 
dramatic. We picture the great astronomer buried in profound 
meditation for many months; his eyes axe bent, not on the 
stars, but on his cdculationa No telescope is in his hand; 
the human intellect is the instrument he alone uses. With 
patient labour, guided by consummate mathematical artifice, 
he manipulates his columns of figures. He attempts one 
solution after another. In each he learns something to avoid; 
by each he obtiuns some light to guide him in his future 
labours. At l^igth he begins to see harmony in those results 
where b^ore there was but discord. Gradually the clouds 
disperse, and he discerns with a certainty little short of actual 
vision the planet glittering in the far depths of space. He rises 
from his desk and invokes the aid of a practical astronomer; 
and lo ! there is the planet in the indicated spot. The annals 
of science present no such spectacle as this It was the most 
triumphant proof of the law of universal gravitation. The 
Newtonian theory had indeed long ere this attained an impreg> 
ruble position; but, as if to place its truth in the most con- 
spicuous light, this discovery of Neptune was accomplished. 

For a moment it seemed as if the French were to ei^oy 
the undivided honour of this splendid triumph; nor would 
it, indeed, have been unfitting that the nation which gave birth 
to Lagrange and to Laplace, and which developed the great 
Newtonian theory by their immortal labours, should have 
obtained this distinction. Up to the time of the telescopic 
discovery of the planet by Dr. Galle at Berlin, no public an- 
nouncement had been made of the labours of ChaUis in search- 
ing for the planet, nor even of the theoretical researches of 
A^ms on which those observations were based. But in the 
midst of the pseuis of triumph with which the enthusiastic 
French nation hailed the discovery of Le Yerrier, there appeared 
a letter from Sir John Herschel in the Athmamin for Srd 
October, 1846, in which he armounced the researches made 
by Adams, aird claimed for him a participation in the glory 
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of the discovery. Subsequent enquiry has shown that this 
cl a im was a just one, and it is now universally admitted by 
all independent authorities. Yet it will easily be imagined that 
the French savtmta, jealous of the fame of their countryman, 
could not at first be brought to recognise a claim so put for- 
ward. They were asked to divide the unparalleled honour 
between their own illustrious countryman and a young foreigner 
of whom but few had ever heard, and who had dot eyea 
published a line of his work, nor had any claim been made on 
his part until after the work had been completely finished by 
Le Yerrier. The demand made on behalf of Adams was 
accordingly repudiated by the French astronomers, and an 
embittered controversy was the consequence. Point by point 
the English astronomers succeeded in establishing the claim 
of their countrymaiL It was true that Adains had not pub- 
lished his researches to the world, but he had communicated 
them to the Astronomer-Royal, the official head of the science 
in this country. They were also well known to Professor Challis, 
the Professor of Astronomy at Cambridge, and when the 
work of Adams was published it was found to be quite 
as thorough and quite as successful as that of Le Yerrier. It 
was also found that- the method of search adopted by Professor 
Challis not only must have been eventually successful, but that 
it actually was in a sense already successful. When the tele- 
scopic discovery of the planet had been achieved, Challis turned 
naturally to see whether he also had observed the new globe. 
It was on the 1st October that he heard of the success of 
Dr. Galle, and by that time Challis had accumulated obser- 
vations in connection with this research of no fewer than 3,160 
stars. Among them he speedily found that an object observed 
on the 12th of August was not in the same place on the 
30th of July. This was really the planet; and its discovery 
would thus have been assured had ChalUs had time to 
compare his measurementa In fact, if he had only discussed 
his observations at once, there cannot be much doubt that the 
entire glory of the discovery would have been awarded to 
Adama He would then have been first, no less in the theo- 
retioal calculations than in the optical verification of the planet's 
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«xtsteiioa It may also be remarked that Challis xiarrowly 
missed making the discoveiy of Neptune in another way. Le 
Verrier had pointed out in his paper the possibility of detecting 
the sought-for globe by its disc. Challis made the attempt, 
and before the intelligence of the actual discovery at Berlin 
had reached him he had made an examination of the region 
indicated by Le Yerrier. About 300 stars passed through the 
field of view, and among them he selected one on account of 
its disc ; it afterwards appeared that this was indeed the 
planet. 

If the researches of Le Verrier and of Adams had never 
been undertaken it is certain that the distant Neptune must 
have been some time discovered; yet that might have been 
made in a manner which every true lover of science would 
now deplore. We hear constantly that new minor planets 
are observed, yet no one attaches to such achievements a 
fraction of the consequence belonging to the discovery of 
Neptune. The danger was, that Neptune should have been 
merely dropped upon by simple survey work, just as Uranus 
was discovered, or just as the hosts of minor planets are now 
found. In this case Theoretical Astronomy, the great science 
founded by Newton, would have been deprived of its most 
brilliant illustration. 

Neptune had, in fact, a tery narrow escape on at least 
one previous occasion of being discovered in a very simple 
way. This was shown when sufficient observations had been 
collected to enable the path of the planet to be calculated. 
It was then possible to trace back the movements of the 
planet among the stats and thus to institute a search in the 
catalogues of earlier astronomers to see whether they contained 
any record of Neptune, erroneously noted as a star. Several 
nich instances have been discovered. I shall, however, only 
refer to one, which possesses a singular interest It was found 
that the place of the planet on May 10th, 1795, must have 
coincided with that of a so-called star recorded on that day 
in the “Histoire Celeste” of Lalande. By actual examination 
of the heavfflos it further appeared that there was no star in 
ihe place indicated by Lal^de, so the &ct that here was 
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really ui observation of Neptune was placed quite beyond 
doubt When reference was made to the original manuscripts 
of LaUnde, a matter of great interest was brought to light 
It was there found that he had observed the same star (foi 
so he regarded it) both on May 8th and on May 10th; on 
each day he had determined its position, and both observa- 
tions are duly recorded. But when he came to prepare his 
catalogue and found that the places on the two occasions 
were ^fterent, he discarded the earlier result and merely 
printed the latter. 

Had Lalande possessed a proper confidence in his own 
observations, an immortal discovery lay in his grasp; had he 
manfully said, “I was right on the 10th of May and I was 
right on the 8th of May ; 1 made no mistake on either occasion, 
and the object I saw on the 8th must have moved between 
that and the 10th,” then he must without fail have found 
Neptune. But had he done so, how lamentable would have 
been the loss to science! The discovery of Neptune would 
then merely have been an accidental reward to a laborious 
worker, instead of being one of the most glorious achievements 
in the loftiest department of human reason. 

Besides this brief sketch of the discovery of Neptune, we 
have but little to tell with regard to this distant planet If 
we fail to see in Uranus any of those features wMch make 
Mars or Venus, Jupiter or Saturn, such attractive telescopic 
objects, what can we expect to find in Neptune, which is 
half as far again as Uranus? With a good telescope and a 
suitable magnifying power we can indeed see that Neptune 
has a disc, but no features on that disc can be identified. We 
are consequently not in a position to ascertain the period in 
which Neptune rotates around its axis, though from the general 
analogy of the system we must feel assured that it really 
does rotate. More successful have been the attempts to measure 
the diameter of Neptune, which is found to be about 35,000 
miles, or more than four times the diameter of the earth. It 
would also seem that, like Jupiter and like Saturn, the 
planet must be enveloped with a vast cloud-laden atmosphere, 
for the mean density of the globe is only about one-fifth that 
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of the earth. This great globe revolves around the sun at a 
mean distance of no less than 2,800 millions of miles, which 
is about thirty times as great as the mean distance from the 
earth to the sua The journey, though accomplished at the 
rate of more than three miles a second, is yet so long that 
Neptune requires almost 165 years to complete one revolutioa 
Since its discovery, some fifty years ago, Neptune has moved 
through about one-third of its path, and even since the date 
when it was first casually seen by Lalande, in 1795, it has 
only had time to traverse three-fifths of its mighty circuit. 

Neptune, like our earth, is attended by a single satellite ; 
this delicate object was discovered by Mr. Lassell with his 
two-foot reflecting telescope shortly after the planet itself 
became known. The motion of the satellite of Neptune is 
nearly circular. Its orbit is inclined at an angle of about 
35° to the Ecliptic, and it is specially noteworthy that, like 
the satellites of Uranus, the direction of the motion runs 
coimter to the planetary movements generally. The satellite 
performs its journey around Neptune in a period of a little 
less than six days. By observing the motions of this moon 
we are enabled to determine the mass of the planet, and 
thus it appears that the weight of Neptune is about one 
nineteen-thousandth part of that of the sun. 

No planets beyond Neptune have been seen, nor is there 
at present any good ground for believing in their existence 
as visual objecta In the chapter on the minor planets I 
have entered into a discussion of the way in which these 
objects are discovered. It is by minute and diligent com- 
parison of the heavens with elaborate star charts that these 
bodies are brought to light Such enquiries would be equally 
efficacious in searching for an ultra-Neptunian planet; in 
fact, we could design no better method to seek for such a 
body, if it existed, than that which is at this moment in 
constant practice at many observatories. The labours of 
those who search for small planets have been abundantly 
rewarded with discoveries now counted by hundreda Yet it 
is a noteworthy fact that all these planets are limited to one 
regirm of the solar intern. It haa sometiines been con- 
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jectured tibat time may disclose perturbations in tbe orbit of 
Neptune, and that these perturbations may lead to tbe dis- 
covery of a planet still more remote, even though that planet 
be so distant and so faint that it eludes all telescopic researcL 
At present, however, such an enquiry can hardly come within 
the range of practical astronomy. Neptune’s movements have no 
doubt been studied minutely, but it must describe a larger 
part of its orbit before it would be feasible to conclude, from 
the perturbations of its path, the existence of an unknown 
and still more remote planet. 

We have thus seen that the planetary system is bounded 
on one side by Mercury and on the other by Neptuna The 
discovery of Mercury was an achievement of prehistoric tipnea 
The early astronomer who accomplished that feat, when 
devoid of instrumental assistance and unsupported by accurate 
theoretical knowledge, merits our hearty admiration for his 
untutored acuteness and penetration. On the other hand, the 
discovery of the exterior boundary of the planetary system 
is worthy of special attention from the fact that it was 
founded ‘solely on profound theoretical learning. 

Though we here close our account of the planets and 
their satellites, we. have still two chapters to add before 
we shall have completed what is to be said with regard to 
the solar system. A' further and notable class of bodies, 
neither planets nor satellites, own allegiance to the. sun, and 
revolve round him in conformity with the laws of universal 
gravitation. These bodies are the comets, and their some- 
what more humble associates, the shooting stars. We find in 
the study of these objects many matters of interest, which we 
shall discuss in the ensuing chaptera 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
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Oomdii oontraated with Planets in Nature as well as in their Movements— Oogg^a’s 
Comet— Periodic Ketums— The Law of Qravitation— Parabolic and Elliptic 
Orbits— Theory in Advance of Observations — ^Most Cometary Orbits are 
sensibly Parabdlio— The Labours of Halley — ^The Comet of 1682 — ^Halley’s 
HemoraMe Prediction— The Retardation produced by Disturbance — Successive 
Returns of Halley's Comet— Encke’s Comet— Effect of Perturbations— Orbit of 
Encke’s Comet— Attraction of Mercury and of Jupiter— How the Identity of 
the Comet is secured — How to weigh Mercury— Distance from the Earth to 
the Sun found by Encke's Comet — ^The Disturbing Medium — Remarkable 
Comets — Spectrum of a Comet — Passage of a Comet between the Earth and the 
Stars — Can the Comet be weighed F — ^Evidence of the Small Mass of the Comet 
derived from the Theory of Perturbation— The Tail of the Comet— Its Changes 
— Views as to its Nature— Carbon present in Comets — Origin of Periodio 
Comets. 


Is our previous chapters, which treated of the sun and the 
moon, the planets and their satellites, we found in all cases 
that the celestial bodies with which we were concerned were 
nearly globular in form, and many are undoubtedly of solid 
substance. All these objects possess a density which, even if 
in some cases it be much less than that of the earth, is stiU 
hundreds of times greater than the density of merely gaseous 
materiala We now, however, approach the consideration of a 
ftliuw of objects of a widely different character. We have no 
longer to deal with globular objects possessing considerable 
mass. Comets are of altogether irr^lar shape ; they are in 
large part, at all events, formed of materials in the utmost 
state of tenuity, and their masses are so small that no means 
we possess have enabled them to be measured. Not only 
are comets different in constitution from planets or from the 
other more solid bodies of our system, but the movements of 
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Buch bodies are quite distinct from the orderly return of the 
planets at their appointed seasons. The comets appear some- 
times with almost startling unexpectedness ; they rapidly swell 
in size to an extent that in superstitious ages called forth the 
utmost terror ; presently they disappear, in many cases never 
again to return. Modern science has, no doubt, removed a 
great deal of the mystery which once invested the whole 
subject of comets. Their movements are now to a large 
extent explained, and some additions have been made to our 
knowledge of their nature, though we must still confess that 
what we do know bears but a very small proportion to what 
remains unknown. 

Let me first describe in general terms the nature of a 
comet, in so far as its structure is disclosed by the aid of a 
powerful refracting telescope. We represent in Plate XII. 
two interesting sketches made at Harvard College Observatory 
of the great comet of 1874, distinguished by the name of 
its discoverer Coggia. 

We see here the head of the comet, containing as its 
brightest spot what is called the nucleus, and in which the 
material of the comet seems to be much denser than else- 
whera Surrounding the nucleus we find certain definite 
layers of luminous material, the coma, or head, from 20,000 
to 1,000,000 miles in diameter, from which the tail seems to 
stream away. This view may be regarded as showing a typical 
object of this class, hue the varieties of structure presented 
by different comets are almost innumerable. In some cases 
we find the nucleus absent; in other cases we find the tail 
to be wanting. The tail is, no doubt, a conspicuous feature 
in those great comets which receive universal attention; but 
in the small telescopic objects, of which a few are generally 
found every year, this feature is usually absent Not only do 
comets present great varieties in appearance, but even the 
aspect of a single object undergoes great change. The comet 
will sometimes increase enormously in bulk ; sometimes it will 
diminish; sometimes it will have a large tail, or sometimes 
no tail at all Measurements of a comet’s size are almost 
futile ; they may cease to be true even during the few hours 
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in which a comet is observed in th'd course of a night It 
is, in fact, impossible to identify a comet by any description 
of its personal appearance. Yet the question as to identity 
of a comet is often of very great consequenca We must 
provide means by which it can be established, entirely apart 
from what the comet may look like 

It is now well known that several of these bodies make 
periodic returns. After having been invisible for a certain 
number of years, a comet comes into view, and again retreats 
into space to perform another revolution. The question then 
arises as to how we are to recognise the body when it does 
come back ? The personal features of its size or brightness, 
the presence or absence of a tail, large or small, are fleeting 
characters of no value for such a purpose. Fortunately, how- 
ever, the law of elliptic motion established by Kepler has 
suggested the means of defining the identity of a comet with 
absolute precision.- 

After Newton had made his discovery of the law of gravi- 
tation, and succeeded in demonstrating that the elliptic paths 
of the planets around the sun were necessary consequences of 
that law, he was naturally tempted to apply the same reasoning 
to explain the movements of comets. Here, again, he met with 
marvellous success, and illustrated his theory by completely 
explaining the movements of the remarkable body which was 
visible from December, 1680, to March, 1681. 

There is a certain beautiful curve known to geometricians 
by the name of the parabola. Its form is shown in the ad- 
joining figure ; it is a curved line which bends in towards 
and around a certain point known as the focua This would 
not be the occasion for any discussion of the geometrical pro- 
perties of this curve; they should be sought in works on 
mathematics. It will here be only necessary to point to the 
coimection which exists between the parabola and the ellipse. 
In a former chapter we have explained the construction of 
the latter curve, and we have shown how it possesses two foci 
Let us suppose that a series of ellipses are drawn, each of 
which has a greater distance between its foci than the pre- 
ceding one. Imagine the process carried on until at length 
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tlie distance between tbo foci became enormously great in 
comparison with the distance from each focus to the curve, 
then each end of this long ellipse will practically have the 
same form as a parabola. We may thus look on the latter 
curve represented in Fig. 69 as being one end of an ellipse 
of which the other end is at an indefinitely great distance. 



In 1681 Doerfel, of Saxony, proved that the great comet 
then recently observed move(^ in a parabola, in the focus of 
which the sun was situated. Newton showed that the law 
of gravitation would permit a body to move in an ellipse 
of this very extreme type no less than in one of the more 
ordinary proportions. An object revolving in a parabolic orbit 
about the sun at the focus moves in gradually towards the 
sun, sweeps around the great luminary and then begins to 
retreat There is an obvious distinction between parabolic and 
elliptic motioa In the latter case the body, after its retreat to 
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a certain distance, will turn round and again draw in towards 
the sun; in fact, it must make periodic circuits of its orbit, 
as the planets are found to do. But in the case of the true 
parabola the body can never return; to do so it would have 
to double the distant focus, and as that is infinitely re- 
mote, it could not bo reached except in the lapse of infinite 
time. 

The characteristic feature of the movement in a parabola 
may be thus described. The body draws in gradually towards 
the focus from an indefinitely remote distance on one side, 
and after passing round the focus gradually recedes to an 
indefinitely remote distance on the other side, never again to 
return. When Newton had perceived that parabolic motion 
of this type could arise from the law of gravitation, it at once 
occurred to him (independently of Doerfel’s discovery, of which 
he was not aware) that by its means the movements of a comet 
might be explained. He knew that comets must bo attracted 
by the sun ; he saw that the usual course of a comet was to 
appear suddenly, to sweep around the sun and then retreat, 
never again to return. Was this really a case of parabolic 
motion? Fortunately, the materials for the trial of this im- 
portant suggestion were ready to his hand. He was able to 
avail himself of the known raovoraents of the comet of 1680 , 
and of observations of several other bodies of the same nature 
which had been collected by the diligence of astronomers. 
With his usual sagacity, Newton devised a method by which, 
&om the known facts, the path which the comet pursues could 
be determined. He found that it was a parabola, and that 
the velocity of the comet was governed by the law that the 
straight line from the sun to the comet swept over equal 
areas in equal times. Here ww another confirmation of the 
law of universal gravitation. In this case, indeed, the theory 
may be said to have been actually in advance of calculation. 
Kepler had determined from observation that the paths of 
the planets were ellipses, and Newton had shown how this 
fact was a consequence of the law of gravitatioa But in 
the case of the comets their highly erratic orbits had never 
been reduced to geometrical form until the theory of Newto^ 
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showed him that they were parabolic, and then he invoked 
observation to verify the anticipations of his theory. 

The great majority of comets move in orbits which cannot 
be sensibly discriminated from parabolae, and any body whose 
orbit is of this character can be seen at only a single apparitioa 
The theory of gravitation, though it admits the paraMa as a 
possible orbit for a comet, does not assert that the path must 
necessarily be of this type. We have pointed out that this 
curve is only a very extreme type of ellipse, and it would still 
be in perfect accordance with the law of gravitation for a 
comet to pursue a path of any elliptical form, provided that 
the sun was placed at the focus, and that the comet obeyed 
the rule of describing equal areas in equal times. If a body 
move in an elliptic path, then it will return to the sun again, 
and consequently we shall have periodical visits from the 
same object. 

An interesting field of enquiry was here presented to the 
astronomer. Nor was it long before the discovery of a periodic 
comet was made which illustrated, in a striking manner, the 
soundness of the anticipation just expressed. The name of 
the celebrated astronomer Halley is, perhaps, best known from 
its association with the great comet whose periodicity was 
discovered by his calculations. When Halley learned from 
the Newtonian theory the possibility that a comet might move 
in an elliptic orbit, he undertook a most laborious investigation ; 
he collected from various records of observed comets all the 
reliable particulars that could be obtained, and thus he was 
enabled to ascertain, with tolerable accuracy, the nature of 
the paths pursued by about twenty-four large comets. One 
of these was the great body of 1682, which Halley himself 
observed, and whose path he computed in accordance with 
the principles of Newton. Halley then proceeded to investi- 
^te whether this comet of 1682 could have visited our system 
at any previous epoch. To answer this question he turned 
to the list of recorded comets which he had so carefully 
compiled, and he found that his comet very closely resembled, 
both in appearance and in orbit, a comet observed in 1607, 
and also another observed in 1531. Could these three bodies 
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be identical ? It was only necessary to suppose that a comet, 
instead of revolving in a parabolic orbit, really revolved in an 
extremely elongated ellipse, and that it completed each revo- 
lution in a period of about seventy-five or seventy-six years. 
He submitted this hypothesis to every test that he could 
devise; he found that the orbits, determined on each of the 
three occasions, were so nearly identical that it would be 
contrary to all probability that the coincidence should be 
accidental Accordingly, he decided to submit his theory to 
the most supreme test known to astronomy. He ventured 
to make a prediction which posterity would have the oppor- 
tunity of verifying. If the period of the comet were seventy- 
five or seventy-six years, as the former observations seemed 
to show, then Halley estimated that, if unmolested, it ought 
to return in 1757 or 1758. There were, however, certain 
sources of disturbance which he pointed out, and which would 
be quite powerful enough to affect materially the time of 
return. The comet in its journey passes near the path of 
Jupiter, and experiences great perturbations from that mighty 
planet Halley concluded that the expected return might be 
accordingly delayed till the end of 1758 or the beginning 
of 1759. 

This prediction was a memorable event in the history of 
astronomy, inasmuch as it was the first attempt to foretell 
the apparition of one of those mysterious bodies whose visits 
seemed guided by no fixed law, and which were usually re- 
garded as omens of awful import. Halley felt the importance 
of his announcement. He knew that his earthly course would 
have run long before the comet had completed its revolution ; 
and, in language almost touching, the great astronomer writes : 
“Wherefore if it should return according to our prediction 
about the year 1758, impartial posterity will not refuse to 
acknowledge that this was first discovered by an Englishman.” 

As the time drew near when this great event was expected, 
it awakened the liveliest interest among astronomers. The 
distinguished mathematician Clairaut undertook to compute 
anew, by the aid of improved methods, the effect which would 
be wrought on the comet by the attraction of' the planets. 
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His analysis of the perturbations was sufficient to show that 
the object would bo kept back for 100 days by Saturn, and 
for 618 days by Jupiter. He therefore gave some additional 
exactness to the prediction of Halley, and finally concluded 
that this comet would reach the perihelion, or the point of 
its path nearest to the sun, about the middle of April, 1759. 
The sagacious astronomer (who, we must remember, lived 
long before the discovery of Uranus and of Neptune) further 
adds that as this body retreats so far, it may possibly be 
subject to influences of which wo do not know, or to the 
disturbance even of some planet too remote to be ever per- 
ceived. He, accordingly, qualified his prediction with the 
statement that, owing to these unknown possibilities, his calcu- 
lations might be a month wrong one way or the other. Clairaut 
made this memorable communication to the Academy of 
Sciences bn the 14th of November, 1758. The attention of 
astronomers was immediately quickened to see whether the 
visitor, who last appeared seventy-six years previously, was 
about to return. Night after night the heavens wore scanned. 
On Christmas Day in 1758 the comet was first detected, and 
it passed closest to the sun about midnight on the 12th of 
March, just a month earlier than the time announced by 
Clairaut, but still within the limits of error which he had 
assigned as being possible. 

The verification of this prediction was a further confinna- 
tion of the theory of gpravitation. Halley’s comet returned again 
in 1835 and in 1909. On this last occasion it was telescopic- 
ally observed as early as September, becoming visible to the 
naked eye at Greenwich in April, 1910, in circumstances some- 
what similar to those just narrated. Further historical research 
has also succeeded in identifying Halley’s comet with numerous 
memorable apparitions of comets in former times. It has even 
been shown that a splendid object, which appeared eleven years 
before the commencement of the Christian era was merely 
Halley’s comet in one of its former returns. Among the most 
celebrated visits of this body was that of 1066, when the appari- 
tion attracted universal attention. A picture of the comet on 
this occasion forms a quaint feature in the Bayeux Tapestry. 
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There are now several comets known which revolve in 
elliptic paths, and are, accordingly, entitled to be termed 
periodic. These objects are chiefly telescopic, and are thus 
in strong contrast to the splendid comet of Halley. Most of 
the other periodic comets have periods much shorter than 
that of HaUey. Of these objects, by far the most celebrated 
is that known as Encke’s comet, which merits our careful 
attention. 

The object to which we refer has had a striking career, 
during which it has provided many illustrations of the law 
of gravitation. We are not here concerned with the prosaic 
routine of a mere planetary orbit. A planet is mainly sub- 
ordinated to the compelling sway of the sun’s gravitation. It 
is also to some slight extent affected by the attractions which 
it experiences from the other planets. Mathematicians have 
long been accustomed to anticipate the movements of these 
globes by actual calculation. They know how the place of 
the planet is approximately decided by the sim’s attraction, 
and they can discriminate the different adjustments which 
that place is to receive in consequence of the disturbances 
produced by the other planets. The capabilities of the planets 
for producing disturbance are greatly increased when the 
disturbed body follows the eccentric path of a comet. It is 
frequently found that the path of such a l)ody comes very 
near the track of a planet, so that the comet may actually 
sweep by the planet itself, even if the two bodies do not 
actually run into collision. On such an occasion the disturbing 
effect is enormously augmented, and we therefore turn to the 
comets when we desire to illustrate the theory of planetary 
perturbations by some striking example. * 

Having decided to choose a comet, the next question is, 
WJiat comet ? There cannot here be much room for hesitation. 
Those splendid comets which appear so capriciously may be 
at once excluded. They are visitors apparently coming for 
the first time, and retreating without any distinct promise 
that mankind shall ever see them agfdn. A comet of this 
kind moves in a parabolic path, sweeps once around the suq, 
and thence retreats into the space whence it cama We cannot 
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study completely the effect of perturbations on a comet until 
it has been watched during successive returns to the sun. 
Our choice is thus limited to the comparatively small class 
of objects known as periodic comets ; and, from a survey 
of the entire group, we select the most suitable to our 
purpose. It is the object generally known as Encke’s comet, 
for, though Encke was not the discoverer, yet it is to his 
calculations that the comet owes its fame. This body is 
rendered more suitable for our purpose by the researches to 
which it has recently given rise. 

In the year 1818 a comet was discovered by the painstaking 
astronomer Pons at Marseilles. We are not to imagine that 
this body produced a splendid spectacle. It was a small tele- 
scopic object, not unlike one of those dim nebulse which are 
scattered in thousands over the heavens. The comet is, how- 
ever, readily distinguished from a nebula by its movement 
relatively to the stars, while the nebula remains at rest for 
centuries. The position of this comet was ascertained by its 
discoverer, as well as by other astronomers. Encke found 
from the observations that the comet returned to the sun 
once in every three years and a few months. This was a 
startling announcement At that time no other comet of 
short period had been detected, so that this new addition to 
the solar system awakened the liveliest interest The ques- 
tion was immediately raised as to whether this comet, which 
revolved so frequently, might not have been observed during 
previous returns. The historical records of the apparitions 
of comets are counted by hundreds, and how among this 
host are we to select those objects which were identical with 
the comet discovered by Pons? 

We may at once relinquish any hope of identification from 
drawings of the object, but, fortunately, there is one feature 
of a comet on which we can seize, and which no fluctuations 
of the actual structure can modify or disguise. The path in 
which the body travels through space is independent of the 
bodily changes in its structure. The shape of that path and 
its position depend entirely upon those other bodies of the 
solar system which are specitdly involved in the theory of 
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Encke’s comet. In Fig. 70 we show the orbits of three of the 
planets. They have been chosen with such proportion^ as 
shall make the innermost represent the orbit of Mercury ; the 
next is the orbit of the earth, while the outermost is the orbit 



of Jupiter. Besides these three we have drawn in the figure a 
much more elliptical path, representing the orbit of Encke’s 
comet, projected down on the plane of the earth’s motion. 
The sun is situated at the focus of the ellipse. The comet 
is constrained to revolve in this curve by the attraction of 
the sun, and it requires a little more than three years to 
accomplish a complete revolution. It passes close to the sun 
at pe^elion, at a point inside the path of Mercury, while 
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at its greatest distance it approaches the path of Jupiter. 
This elliptic orbit is mainly determined by the attraction of 
the sun. "Whether the comet weighed an ounce, a ton, a 
thousand tons, or a million tons, whether it was a few miles, 
or many thousands of miles in diameter, the orbit would still 
be the same. It is by the shape of this ellipse, by its actual 
size, and by the position in which it lies, that we identify the 
comet. It had been observed in 1786, 1795, and 1805, but on 
these occasions it had not been noticed that the comet’s path 
deviated from the parabola. 

Encke’s comet is usually so faint that even the most 
powerful telescope in the world would not show a trace 
of it. After one of its periodical visits, the body with- 
draws until it recedes to the outermost part of its path, then 
it will turn, and again approach the sun. It would seem 
that it becomes invigorated by the sun’s rays, and com- 
mences to dilate under their genial influence. While moving 
in this part of its path the comet lessens its distance from 
the earth. It daily increases in splendour, until at length, 
partly by the intrinsic increase in brightness and partly by 
the decrease in distance from the earth, it comes within the 
range of our telescopes. We can generally anticipate when 
this will occur, and we can indicate the point to which 
the telescope is to be directed so as to discern the comet at 
its next return to perihelion. The comet cannot elude the 
grasp of the mathematician. Ho can tell when and where 
the comet is to be found, but no one can say what it will 
be like. 

Were all the other bodies of the system removed, then the 
path of Encko’s comet must be for over performed in the 
same ellipse and with absolute regularity. The chief interest 
for our present purpose lies not in the regularity of its path, 
but in the irregularities introduced into that path by the 
presence of the other bodies of the solar system. Let us, for 
instance, follow the progress of the comet through its perihelion 
passage, in which the track lies near that of the planet Mercury. 
It will usually happen that Mercury is situated in a distant 
part of its path at the moment the comet is passing, and the 
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influence ot the planet will then be comparatively smalh It 
may, however, sometimes happen that the planet and the comet 
come close together. One of the most interesting instances 
of a close approach to Mercury took place on the 22n(I 
November, 18^. On that day the comet and the planet were 
separated by an interval of only about one-thirtieth of the 
earth’s distance from the sun, i.e. about 8,000,000 mUes. On 
several other occasions the distance between Encke’s comet 
and Mercury has been less than 10,000,000 miles — an amoimt 
of trifling import in comparison with the dimensions of our 
system. Approaches so close as this are fraught with serious 
consequences to the movements of the comet. Mercury, though 
a small body, is still .sufficiently massive. It always attracts 
the comet, but the efficacy of that attraction is enormously 
enhanced when the comet in its wanderings comes near the 
planet. The effect of this attraction is to force the comet to 
swerve from its path, and to impress certain changes upon its 
velocity. As the comet recedes, the disturbing influence of 
Mercury rapidly abates, and ere long becomes insensible. But 
time cannot efface from the orbit of the comet the effect which 
the disturbance of Mercury has actually accomplished. The 
disturbed orbit is different from the undisturbed ellipse which 
the comet would have occupied had the influence of the sun 
alone determined its shape. We are able to calculate the 
movements of the comet as determined by the sun. We can 
also calculate the effects arising from the disturbance produced 
by Mercury, provided we know the mass of the latter. 

Though Mercury is one of the smallest of the planets, it 
is perhaps the most troublesome to the astronomer. It lies 
so close to the sun that it is soon but seldom in comparison 
with the other great planets. Its orbit is very eccentric, and 
it experiences disturbances by the attraction of other bodies 
in a way not yet fully understood. A special difficulty has 
also been foimd in the attempt to place Mercury in the weighing 
scales. We can weigh the whole earth, wo can weigh the sun, 
the moon, imd even Jupiter and other planets, but Mercury 
presents difficulties of a peculiar character. Le Verrier, how- 
ever, succeeded in devising a method of weighing it. He 
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demonstrated that our earth is attracted by this planet, and he 
showed how the amount of attraction may be disclosed by 
observations of the sun, so that, from an examination of the 
observations, he made an approximate determination of the 
mass of Mercury. Le Verrier’s result indicated that the weight 
of the planet was about the fourteenth part of the weight of 
the earth. In other words, if our earth was placed in a balance, 
and fourteen globes, each equal to Mercury, were laid in the 
other, the scales would hang evenly. It was necessary that 
this result should be received with great caution. It depended 
upon a delicate interpretation of somewhat precarious measure- 
ments. It could be regarded as only of provisioifal value, to be 
discarded when a better result should be obtained. 

The approach of Encke’s comet to Mercury, and the elaborate 
investigations of Von Asten and Backlund, in which the obser- 
vations of the body were discussed, have thrown much hght 
on the subject; but, owing to a peculiarity in the motion of 
this comet, which we shall presently mention, the difficulties 
of this investigation are enormous. Backlund’s latest result is, 
that the sun is 9,700,000 times as heavy as Mercury, and he 
considers that this is worthy of great confidence. There is a 
considerable difference between this result (which makes the 
earth about thirty times as heavy as Mercury) and that of 
Le Venier; and, on the other hand, Haerdtl has, from the 
motion of Winnecke’s periodic comet, found a value of the 
mass of Mercury which is not very different from Le Verrier’s. 
Mercury is, however, the only planet about the mass of which 
there is any serious uncertainty, and this must not make us 
doubt the accuracy of this delicate weighing-machine. Look 
at the orbit of Jupiter, to which Encko’s comet approaches so 
nearly when it retreats from the sun. It wiU sometimes 
happen that Jupiter and the comet are in close proximity, and 
then the mighty planet seriously distiurbs the pliable orbit of 
the comet. The path of the latter bears unmistakable traces of 
the Jupiter perturbations, as well as of the Mercury perturba- 
tions It might seem a hopeless task to discriminate between 
the influences of the two planets, overshadowed as they both 
are by the supreme control of the sun, but contrivances 
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of mathematical analysis are adequate to deal with the 
problem. They point out how much is due to Mercury, how 
much is due to Jupiter; and the wanderings of Encke’s comet 
can thus be made to disclose the mass of Jupiter as well as 
that of Mercury. Here we have a means of testing the pre- 
cision of our weighing appliances. The mass of Jupiter can 
be measured by his moons, in the way mentioned in a previous 
chapter. As the satellites revolve round and round the planet, 
they furnish a method of measuring his weight by the rapidity 
of their motion. They tell us that if the sun were placed in 
one scale of the celestial balance, it would take 1,047 bodies 
equal to Jupiter in the other to weigh him down. Hardly a 
trace of uncertainty clings to this determination, and it is 
therefore of great interest to test the theory of Encke’s comet 
by seeing whether it gives an accordant result. The com- 
parison has been made by Von Asten. Encke’s comet tells 
us that the sun is 1,050 times as heavy as Jupiter; so the 
results are practically identical, and the accuracy of the indi- 
cations of the comet are confirmed. But the calculation ol 
the perturbations of Encke’s comet is so extremely intricate 
that Asten’s result is not of great value. From the motion 
of Winnecke’s periodic comet, Haerdtl has found that the sun 
is 1,04717 times as heavy as Jupiter, in perfect accordance 
with the best results derived from the attraction of Jupiter on 
his satellites and the other planets. 

We have hitherto discussed the adventures of Encke’s 
comet in cases where they throw light on questions other- 
wise more or less known to us. Wo now approach a celebrated 
problem, on which Encke’s comet is our only authority. 
Every 1,210 days that comet revolves completely around its 
orbit, and returns again to the neighbourhood of the sun. 
The movements of the comet are, however, somewhat irregular. 
We have already explained how perturbations arise from 
Mercury and from Jupiter. Further disturbances arise from 
the attraction of the earth and of the other remaining planets ; 
but all these can be allowed for, and then we are entitled to 
expect, if the law of gravitation be universally true, that the 
comet shall obey the calculations of mathematics. Encke’s 
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comet has not justified this anticipation; at each revolution 
the period is getting steadily shorter ! Each time the comet 
comes back to perihelion in two and a half hours less than 
on the former occasion. Two and a half hours is, no doubt, 
a small period in comparison with that of an entire revo- 
lution; but in the region of its path visible to us the comet 
is moving so quickly that its motion in two and a half hours 
is considerabla This irregularity cannot be overlooked, inas- 
much as it has been confirmed by the returns during about 
twenty revolutions. It has sometimes been thought that 
the discrepancies might bo attributed to some planetary per- 
turbations omitted or not fully accounted for. The masterly 
analysis of Von Aston and Backlund has, however, disposed 
of this explanation. They minutely studied the observations 
down to 1891, but only to confirm the reality of this diminution 
in the periodic time of Encke’s comet. 

An explanation of these irregularities was suggested by 
Encke long ago. Let us briefly attempt to describe this 
memorable hypothesis. When we say that a body will move 
in an elliptic path around tho sun in virtue of gravitation, it 
is always assumed that the body has a free course through 
space. It is assumed that there is no friction, no air, or 
other source of disturbance. But suppose that this assump- 
tion should be incorrect ; suppose that there really is some 
medium pervading space which offers resistance to the comet 
in tho same way as the air impedes the flight of a rifle bullet, 
what effect ought such a medium to produce ? This is the 
idea which Encke put forward. Even if the greater part 
of space be utterly void, so that the path of the filmy and 
almost spiritual comet is incapable of feeling resistance, yet 
in the neighbourhood of the sun it was supposed that there 
might bo some medium of excessive tenuity capable of 
affecting so light a body. It can be demonstrated that a 
resisting medium such as we have supposed would lessen the 
size of the comet’s path, and diminish tho periodic time. This 
h3rpothesis has, however, now been abandoned. It has alwa3rs 
appeared strange that no other comet showed the least sign 
of being retarded by the assumed resisting medium. But 
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the labours, of Backlund have now proved beyond a doubt 
that the acceleration of the motion of Encke’s comet is 
not a constant one, and cannot be accounted for by assum- 
ing a resisting medium distributed round the sun, no matter 
bow we imagine this medium to be constituted with r^ard 
to density at different distances from the sun. Backlund 
found that the acceleration was fairly constant from 1819 
to 1858; it commenced to decrease between 1858 and 1862, 
and continued to diminish till some time between 1868 and 
1871, since which time it has remained fairly constant. He 
considers that the acceleration can only be produced by the 
comet encountering periodically a swarm of meteors, and if 
we could only observe the comet during its motion through 
the greater part of its orbit we should be able to point out 
the locality where this encounter takes place. 

We have selected the comets of Halley and of Encke as 
illustrations of the class of periodic comets, of which, indeed, 
they are the most remarkable members. Another very 
remarkable periodic comet is that of Biela, of which we shall 
have more to say in the next chapter. Of the much more 
numerous class of non-periodic comets, examples in abund- 
ance may be cited. We shall mention a few which have 
appeared during the last century. There is first the splendid 
comet of 1843, which appeared suddenly in February of that 
year, and was so brilliant that it could be seen during full 
daylight. This comet followed a' path which could not 
be certainly distinguished from a parabola, though there is 
no doubt that it might have been a very elongated ellipse. 
It is frequently impossible to decide a question of this kind, 
during the brief opportunities available for finding the place 
of the comet. We can only see the object durii^ a very 
small arc of its orbit, and even then it is not a very well- 
defined point which admits of being measured with the pre- 
cision attainable in observations of a stffr or a planet. This 
comet of 1843 is, however, especially remarkable for the 
rapidity with which it moved, and for the close approach 
which it made to the sun. The heat to which it was ex- 
posed during its passage around the sun must have been 
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anormously greater than the heat which can be raised in 
our mightiest furnaces. If the materials had been agate or 
cornelian, or the most infusible substances known on the earth, 
they would have been fused and driven into vapour by the 
intensity of the sun’s rays. 

The great comet of 1858 was one of the celestial spectacles 
of modem times. It was first observed on June 2nd of that 
year by Donati, whose name the comet has subsequently borne ; 
it was then merely a faint nebulous q>ot and for about three 
months it pursued its way across the heavens without giving 
any indications of the splendour which it was so soon to attain. 
The comet had hardly become visible to the unaided eye at 
the end of August, and was then furnished with only a very 
small tail, but as it gradually drew nearer and nearer to the 
sun in September, it soon became invested with splendour. A 
tail of majestic proportions was quickly developed, and by 
the middle of October, when the maximum brightness was 
attained, its length extended over an arc of forty degrees. The 
beauty and interest of this comet were greatly enhanced by 
its favourable position in the sky at a season when the nights 
were sufficiently dark. 

On the 22nd May, 1881, Mr. Tebbutt, of Windsor, in New 
South Wales, discovered a comet which speedily developed 
into one of the most interesting celestial objects seen by this 
generatioa About the 22nd of Juno it became' visible from 
those latitudes in the northern sky at midnight. Gradually 
it ascended higher and higher until it passed around the pole. 
The nucleus of the comet was as bright as a star of the first 
magnitude, and its tail was about 20° long. On the 2nd of 
September it ceased to be visible to the unaided eye, but 
remained visible in telescopes until the following February. 
This was the first comet which was successfully photographed, 
and it may be remarked that comets possess very little actinic 
power. It has been estimated that moonlight possesses an 
intensity 300,000 times greater than that of a comet where 
the purposes of photography are concerned. 

Another of the bodies of this class which have received 
great and deserved attention was that discovered in the 
23 
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southern hetuisphete early in September, 1882. It inereased 
so muoh in bi^iancy that it was seen in daylight by Mr. 
Common on the 17th of that month, while on the same day 
the astronomers at the Cape of Gk)od Hope were fortunate 
enough to have observed the body actually approach the sun's 
limb, where it ceased to be visible. We know that the comet 
must have passed between the earth and the sun, and it is 
very interesting to learn from the Cape observers that it was 
tot^ly invisible when it was actually projected on the sun’s 
disc. The following day it was again visible to the naked eye 
in full daylight, not far from the sun, and valuable spectroscopic 
observations were secured at Dunecht and Palermo. At that 
time the comet was rushing through the part of its orbit 
closest to the sun, and about a week later it began to be 
visible in the morning before sunrise, near the eastern horizon, 
exhibiting a fine long tail. (See Plate XVII.) The nucleus 
gradually lengthened until it broke into four separate 
pieces, lying in a straight line, while the comet’s head became 
enveloped in a sort of faint, nebulous tube, pointing towards 
the sun. Several small detached nebulous masses became 
also visible, which travelled along with the comet, though 
not with the same velocity. The comet became invisible to 
the naked eye in February, and was last observed tele- 
scopically in South America on the 1st June, 1883. 

There is a remarkable resemblance between the jrbit of 
this comet and the orbits in which the comet of 1668, the 
great comet of 1843, and a great comet seen in 1880 in the 
southern hemisphere, travelled round the sua In fact, these 
four comets moved along very nearly the same track and rushed 
round the sun within a couple of hundred thousand miles of 
the surfifuse of the photosphere. It is also possible that the 
comet which, according to Aristotle, appeared in the year 
372 B.C. followed the same orbit. And yet we cannot suppose 
that all these were apparitions of one and the same comet, 
as the observations of the comet of 1882 give the period of 
revolution of that body equal to about 772 years. It is not 
impossible that the comets of 1843 and 1880 are one and the 
same, but in both years the observations extend over too short 
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a time to enable us to doeide whotlior the orbit was a para- 
bola or an ellipse. JUit as the comet of 1(S82 Avas in any ease 
a distinct body, it seems more likely that vv(i have here a 
family of comets apjmoacbing the sun Trom the same rej^ion 
of space and pursuiii^ almost the same course. We know a 
few other instances of such resemblances between the orbits 
of distinct comets. 

Of other interestinijf comets setm within rec<*nt years we 
may mention one disco veered by Mr. Holmes in London 
on the ()th N()Vomb(‘r, 1892. It was then situated not far 
from th(i brii^dit- nebula in the constellatioii Andromeda, and 
like it was just visible to the naked ey(\ The (*omet be(‘amc 
^'adually fainter and more diffused, but on the Kith »January 
followiniif it, a[)p(‘ared suddenly with a central condensation, 
like a star of the eii^bth maj:^nitiidc, surrounded by a small 
coma. (Jradually it ex|)andcd agaiii, and <;r('w faiiiter, until it 
was last observed on the Orli April. Tht' orbit was fouml to 
be an ellipse' more nearly (‘inailar than tlu' orbit of any other 
known comet, the period Ixdng nearly s(‘V(*n yc'ars. Another 
coiiK't of 1892 is remarkable as bavini^^ lu'cn discovc'red by 
Professor Barnard, of tin* Lick ()bs(T\alt)ry, on a photograph 
of a ret^iou in A(|uila; he was at once able to distini^uish 
the conu't from a nebula by its motion. 

Since 1804 the lii^ht of every comet which has made its 
appearaiK’O has b<‘en analysed by the spectroscope. The 
slight, surface-brightness of these bodies renders it necessary 
to o])cn the slit of the spectroscope rather wide, and the dis- 
persion cmployc'd cannot bo very great, Avhich again makes 
accurate measurcnK'uts dithcult. The spectrum of a comet is 
chiehy characterised by three bright bands shading gradually 
off towards the violet, and sbar})ly defined on the side 
towards the red. This appearance is caused by a large 
number of fine and clos(» lines, whose intensity and distance 
apart dc(ireaso towards the viohd. These three bands reveal 
tb(' existence of hydrocarbon in comets. 

* Th<‘ first ronx't of 1881 aKo smidonly increased in biii^htnoss, a 

distinct disc, which hithci to had furmod the iiudous, hiraine tranafoimeO into a 
fine point of lipht- 
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The important rdle which we thus find carbon playing in 
the constitution of comets is especially striking when we reflect 
on the significance of the same element on the earth. We see it 
as the chief constituent of all vegetable life, we find it to bo 
invariably present in animal life. It is an interestii^ &ot that 
this element, of such transcendent importance on the earth, 
should now have been proved to be present in these wandering 
bodiea The hydrocarbon bands are, however, not always 
the only features visible in cometary spectra. In a comet 
seen in the spring months of 1882, Professor Copeland dis- 
covered that a new bright yellow line, coinciding in position 
with the D-line of sodium, had suddenly appeared, and it 
was subsequently, both by him and by other observers, seen 
beautifully double, In fact, sodium was so strongly repre- 
sented in this comet, that both the head and the tail could be 
perfectly well seen in sodium light by merely opening the 
slit of the spectroscope vety wide, just as a solar prominence 
may be seen in hydrogen light The sodium line attained 
its greatest brilliance at the time when the comet was nearest 
to the sun, while the hydrocarbon bands were either invisible 
or very faint. The same connection between the intensity of 
the Bo^um line and the distance from the sun was noticed 
in the great September comet of 1882. 

The spectrum of the great comet of 1882 was observed 
by Copeland and Lohse on the 18th September in daylight, 
and, in addition to the sodium line, they saw a number of 
other bright lines, which seemed to be due to iron vapour, 
while the only line of manganese visible at the temperature 
of a Bunsen burner was also seen. This very remarkable 
observation was made less than a day after the perihelion 
passage, and illustrates the wonderful activity in the interior 
of a comet when very close to the sun. 

In addition to the bright lines comets generally show a 
funt continuous spectrum, in which dark Fraunhofer lines 
can occasionally be distinguished. Of course, this ^ows that 
the continuous spectrum is to a great extent due to reflected 
sunl^ht, but there is no doubt that part of it is often due to 
light actually developed in the comets. This was certainly 
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tlie case in the first comet of 1884, as a sudden outburst of 
light in this body was accompanied by a considerable increase 
of brightness of the continuous spectrum. A change in the 
relative brightness of the three hydrocarbon bands indicated 
a considerable rise of temperature, during the continuance 
of which the comet emitted white light 

As comets are much nearer to the earth than the stars, it 
will occasionally happen that the comet must arrive at a 
position directly between the earth and a star. There is 
quite a similar phenomenon in the movement of the moon. 
A star is frequently occulted in this way, and the observations 
of such phenomena are familiar to astronomers; but when a 
comet passes in front of a star the circumstances are widely 
different. The star is indeed seen nearly as well through 
the comet as it would be if the comet were entirely out of 
the way. This has often been noticed. One of the most 
celebrated observations of this kind was made by the late 
Sir John Herschel on Biela’s comet, which is one of the 
periodic class, and will be alluded to in the next chapter. 
The illustrious astronomer saw on one occasion this object 
pass over a star cluster. It consisted of excessively minute 
stars, which could only be seen by a powerful telescope, such 
as the one Sir John was using. The faintest haze or the 
merest trace ot cloud would have sufficed to hide stars like 
these. It was therefore with no little interest that the astro- 
nomer watched the progress of Biela’s comet. Gradually the 
wanderer encroached on the group of stars, so that if it had 
any appreciable solidity the numerous twinkling points would 
have been completely screened. But what were the facts ? 
Down to the most minute star in that cluster, down to the 
smallest point of light which the great telescope could show, 
every object in the group was distinctly seen to twinkle right 
through the mass of ]ffi.^’s comet. 

This was an important observatioa We must recollect that 
the veil drawn between the cluster and the telescope was not 
a thin jcurtain ; it was a volume of cometary substance many 
thousands of miles in thickness. Contrast, then, the almost 
inconceivable tenuity of a comet with the clouds to which we 
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are accustomed. A cloud a few hundred feet thick will hide 
not only the stars, but even the great sun himself The 
light^t haze that ever floated in a summer sky would do 
more to screen the stars from our view than would one 
hundred thousand miles of such cometaiy material as was 
here interposed. 

The great comet of Donati passed over many stars which 
were visible distinctly through its tiuL Among these stars was 
a very bright one — the well-known Arcturua The comet, 
fortunately, happened to pass over Arcturus, and though 
nearly the densest part of the comet was interposed between 
the earth and the star, yet Arcturus twinkled on with un- 
diminished lustre through the thickness of this stupendous 
curtaim Becent observations have, however, shown that 
stars in some cases experience change in lustre when the 
denser part of the comet passes over them. It is, indeed, 
difiicult to imagine that a star would remain visible if the 
nucleus of a really large comet passed over it; but it does 
not seem that an opportunity of testing this supposition has 
yet arisea 

As a comet contains transparent gaseous material we might 
expect that the place of a star would be deranged when the 
comet approached it. The refractive power of air is very con- 
siderable. When we look at the sunset, we see the sun appear- 
ing to pass below the horizon ^ yet the sun has actually sunk 
beneath the horizon before any part of its disk appears to have 
commenced its descent. The refractive power of the idr bends 
the luminous rays roimd and shows the sun, though it is 
directly screened by the intervening obstacles. The refractive 
power of the material of comets has been carefully tested. A 
comet has been observed to approach two stars ; one of which 
was seen through the comet, w^e the other could be observed 
directly. If the body had any appreciable quantity of gas 
in its composition the relative places of the two stars would 
be altered. This question has been more than once sub- 
mitted to the test of actual measurement. It has some- 
times been found that no appreciable change of podtitm 
could be detected, and that accordingly in such cases the 
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comet has no perceptible density. Careful measurements 
of the great comet in 1881 showed, however, that in the 
neighbourhood of the nucleus there was some Tehractive 
power, though quite insignificant in comparison with the 
re&action of our atmosphere. 

From, these considerations it will probably be at once ad- 
mitted that the rrum of a comet must be indeed a very small 
quantity in comparison with its bulk, When we attempt 
actually to weigh the comet, our efforts have proved abortive 
We have been able to weigh the mighty planets Jupiter and 
Saturn; we have been even able to weigh the vast sun him- 
self; the law of gravitation has provided us with an elaborate 
weighing apparatus, which has ^n applied in all these cases 
with success, but the same methods applied to comets are 
speedily seen to be illusory. No weighing machineiy known to 
the astronomer is delicate enough to. determine the weight of 
a comet All that we can accomplish in any circumstances 
is to weigh one heavenly body in comparison with another. 
Comets seem to be almost imponderable when estimated by such 
robust masses as those of the earth, or any of the other great 
planeta Of course, it will be understood that when we say 
the weight of a comet is inappreciable, we mean with regard 
to the other bodies of our system. Perhaps no one now 
doubts that a great comet must really weigh tons: though 
whether those tons are to be reckoned in tens, in hundreds, 
in thousands, or in millions, the total seems quite insigni- 
ficant when compared with the weight of a body like the 
earth. 

The small mass of comets is also brought before us in 
a very striking way when we recall what has been said 
in the last chapter on the important subject of the planet- 
ary perturbations. We have there treated of the per- 
manence of our system, and we have shown that this 
permanence depends upon certfun laws which the planetary 
motions must invariably fulfil The planets move nearly 
in circles, their orbits are all nearly in the same plane, and 
they all move in the same directioa The permanence 
of the system would be imperilled if any one of these 
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conditions was not fulfilled. In that discussion we made no 
allusion to the cometa Yet they are members of our system, 
and they far outnumber the planets The comets repudiate 
these rules of the road which the planets so rigorously obey. 
Their orbits are never like circles; they are, indeed, more 
usually parabolic, and thus differ as widely as possible from 
the circular path. Nor do the planes of the orbits of comets 
affect any particular aspect; they are inclined at all sorts of 
angles, and the directions in which they move seem to be 
mere matters of caprice. All these articles of the planetary 
convention are violated by comets, but yet our system lasts; 
it has lasted for countless ages, and seems destined to last for 
ages to coma The comets are attracted by the planets, and 
conversely, the comets must attract the planets, and must 
perturb their orbits to some extent ; but to what extent ? If 
comets moved in orbits subject to the same general laws 
which characterise planetary motion, then our argument would 
break dowa The planets might experience considerable 
derangements from coraetaiy attraction, and yet in the lapse 
of time those disturbances would neutralise each other, and 
the permanence of the system would be unaffected. But the 
case is very different when we deal with the actual cometary 
orbita If comets could appreciably disturb planets, those 
disturbances would not neutralise each other, and in the lapse 
of time the system would be wrecked by a continuous accumu- 
lation of irregularities. The facts, however, show that the 
system has lived, and is living, notwithstanding comets; and 
hence we are forced to the conclusion that their masses must 
be insignificant in comparison with those of the great planetary 
bodies. 

These considerations exhibit the laws of universal gravitation 
and their relations to the permanence of our system in a very 
striking light If we include the comets, we may say that 
the solar system includes many thousands of bodies, in orbits 
of all ffizes, shapes, and positions, only agreeing in the fact 
that the sun occupies a focus common to all. The majority 

these bodies are imponderable in comparison with planets, 
and their orbits are placed anyhow, so that, although they 
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may suffer mucli from the perturbations of the other bodies, 
they can in no case inflict any appreciable disturbance. There 
are, however, a few great planets capable of producing vast 
disturbances; and if their orbits were not properly adjusted, 
chaos would sooner or later be the result By the mutual 
adaptations of their orbits to a nearly circular form, to a 
nearly coincident plane, and to a uniformity of direction, a 
permanent truce has been effected among the great planets. 
They cannot now permanently disorganise each other, while 
the slight mass of the comets renders them incompetent to 
do so. The stability of the great planets is thus assured ; but 
it is to be observed that there is no guarantee of stability 
for comets. Their eccentric and irregular paths may undergo 
the most enormous derangements ; indeed, the history of 
astronomy contains many instances of the vicissitudes to which 
a cometary career is exposed. 

Great comets appear in the heavens in the most diverse 
circumstances. There is no part ot the sky, no constellation 
or region, which is not liable to occasional visits from these 
mysterious' bodies. There is no season of the year, no hour 
of the day or of the night when comets may not be seen 
above the horizon. In like manner, the size and aspect ot the 
comets are of every character, from the dim spot just visible 
to an eye fortified by a mighty telescope, up to a gigantic and 
brilliant object, with a tail stretching across the heavens for a 
distance which is as far as from the horizon to the zenith. 
So also the direction of the tail of the comet seems at first 
to admit of every possible position': it may stand straight up 
in the heavens, as if the comet were about to plunge below 
the horizon ; it may stream down from the head of the comet, 
as if the body had been shot up from below; it may slope 
to the right or to the left. Amid all this variety and seeming 
caprice, can we discover any feature common to the different 
phenomena? We shall find that there is a very remarkable 
law which the tails of comets obey — a law so true and satis- 
factory, that if we are given the place of a comet in the 
heavens, it is possible at once to point out in what direction 
the tail will lie. 
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A beautiful comet appears in summer in the northern sky. 
It is near midnight; we are gazing on the &intly Imninous 
tail, which stands up straight and points towards the zenith ; 
perhaps it may be curved a little or possibly curved a good 
deal, but still, on the whole, it is directed &om the horizon 
to the zenith. We are not here referring to any particular 
comet Every comet, large or small, that appears in the 
north must at midnight have its tail pointed up in a nearly 
vertical direction. This fact, which has been verified on 
numerous occasions, is a striking illustration of the law of 
direction of comets’ taila Think for one moment of the 
facts of the case. It is summer; the twilight at the north 
shows the position of the sun, and the tail of the comet 
points directly away from the twilight and away from the 
sun. Take another case. It is evening ; the sun has set, the 
stars have begun to shine, and a long-tailed comet is seen 
Let that comet be high or low, north or south, east or west, 
its tail invariably points away from that point in the west 
where the departing sunlight still lingers. Again, a comet is 
watched in the early morning, and if the eye be moved from 
the place where the first streak of dawn is appearing to the 
head of the comet, then along that direction, streaming away 
from the sun, is found the tail of the comet. This law is of 
still more general application. At any season, at any hour of 
the night, the tail of a comet is directed away from the sun. 

More than three hundred years ago this fact in the move- 
ment of comets arrested the attention of those who pondered on 
the movements of the heavenly bodies. It is a &ct patent to 
ordinary observation, it gives some degree of consistency to the 
multitudindus phenomena of comets, and it must be made the 
basis of our enquiries into the structure of the taik 

In the adjoining figure. Fig. 71, we show a portion of the 
parabolic orbit of a comet, and we also represent the position of 
the tail of the comet at various points of its path. It would be, 
perhaps, going too far to assert that throughout the whole vast 
journey of the comet, its tail must always be directed from the 
sun. In the fiirst place, it must be recoUected that we can only 
see the comet during that small part of its journey when it is 
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approaduQg to or reoediag from the sun. It is aJso to be 
remembered that, while actually passing round the sun, the 
brilliancy of the comet is so overpowered by the sun that the 
comet often becomes invisible, just as the stars are invinble in 
daylight Indeed, in certain cases, jets of cometaiy material are 
actually projected towards the sum 

In a hasty consideration of the subject, it might be thought 
that as the comet was dashing along with enormous velocity 




Fig. 71*— 'The Tail of a Comet directed from the Sun. 

the tail was merely streaming out behind, just as the shower of 
sparks from a rocket are strewn along the path which it follows. 
This would be an entirely erroneous analogy; the comet is 
moving not through an atmosphere, but through open space, 
where there is no medium sufScient to sweep the tail into the 
line of motion. Another very remarkable feature is the gradual 
growth of the tail as the comet approaches the sun. While the 
body is still at a great distance it has usualfy^ no perceptible tail, 
but as it draws in the tail gradually develops, and in some 
cases reaches stupendous dimensions. It is not to be supposed 
that this increase is a mere optical consequence of the 
diminution of distanca It can be shown that the growth of the 
tail takes ]daoe much more rapidly than it would be possible to 
ei^plain in this way. We are thus led to connect the formation 
of the tail with the approach to the sun» end we are aooordiqgly 



3M 


ms STOUT OF TEB BEAVBNB. 


in the presence of an enig^ma without any analogy among the 
other bodies of our system. 

That the comet as a whole is attracted by the sun there 
can be no doubt whatever. The fact that the comet moves 
in an ellipse or in a parabola proves that the two bodies act 
and react on each other in obedience to the law of universal 
gravitation. But while this is true of the comet as a whole, 
it is no less certain that the tail of the comet is repelled by 
the sun. It is impossible to speak with certainty as to how 
this comes about, but the facts of the case seem to point to 
an explanation of the following kind. 

We have seen that the spectroscope has proved with cer- 
tunty the presence of hydrocarbon and other gases in comets. 
But we are not to condude from this that comets are merely 
masses of gas moving through space. Though the total 
quantity of matter in a comet, as we have seen, is exceedingly 
small, it is quite possible that the comet may consist of a 
number of widely scattered particles of appreciable density; 
indeed, we shall see in the next chapter, when describing the 
remarkable relationship between comets and meteors, that we 
have reason to believe this to be the case. We may there- 
fore look on a comet as a swarm ot tiny solid particles, each 
surrounded by gas. 

When we watch a great comet approaching the sun the 
nucleus is first seen to become brighter and more clearly 
defined ; at a later stage luminous matter appears to be pro- 
jected trom it towards the sun often in the shape of a fan 
or a jet, which sometimes oscillates to and fro like a pendulum. 
In the head of Halley’s comet, for instance, Bessel observed 
in October, 1835, that the jet in the course of e^ht hours 
swung through an angle of 36^. On other occasions concentric 
arcs of light are formed round the nucleus, one after another, 
getting fainter as they travel further fr^m the nucleua 
Evidently the material of the fan or the arcs is repelled by 
the nucleus of the comet; but it is also repelled by the sun, 
and this latter repulsive force compels the luminous matter 
to overcome the attraction of gravitation, and to turn back 
all round the nucleus in the directi<m away from the sun. In 
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this maimer the tail is formed. (See Plate XII.) The mathe- 
matical theory of the formation of comets’ Udls has been 
developed on the assumption that the matter which forms the 
tail is repelled both by the nucleus and by the sun. This 
investigation was first undertaken by the great astronomer 
Bessel, in his memoir on the appearance of Hdley’s comet 
in 183fi, and it has since been considerably developed by 
Boche and the Russian astronomer Bredichin. Though we 
are, perhaps, hardly in a position to accept this theory as 
absolutely true, we can assert that it accounts well for the 
principal phenomena observed in the formation of comets’ 
tails. 

Professor Bredichin has conducted his labours in the 
philosophical manner which has led to many other great 
discoveries in science. He has carefully collated the measure- 
ments and drawings of the tails of various comets. One 
result has been obtained from this preliminary part of his 
enquiry, which possesses a value that cannot be affected even 
if the ulterior portion of his labours should be found to require 
qualification. In the examination of the various tails, he 
observed that the curvilinear shapes of the outlines fall into 
one or other of three special types. In the first we have the 
straightest tails, which point almost directly away from the 
sun. In the second are - classed tails which, after starting away 
from the sun, are curved backwards from the direction towards 
which the comet is moving. In the third we find the 
appendage still more curved in towards the comet’s path. It 
can be shown that the tails of comets can almost invariably 
be identified with one or other of these three types; and in 
cases where the comet exhibits two tails, as has sometimes 
happened, then they will be found to belong to two of the 
types. 

The adjoining diagram (Fig. 72) gives a sketch of an ima- 
ginary comet furnished with tails of the three different typea 
The direction in which the comet is moving is shown by the 
arrow-head on the line passing through the nucleus. Bredichin 
concludes that the straightest <ff the three tails, -marked as 
Type I., is mo^t probably due to the element hydrogen; the 
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tails of the second form are due to the {oesenoe of some of 
the hydrocarbons in the body of the comet ; while the smafl 
tails of the third tjrpe may be due to iron or to some othex 
dement with a high atomic weight It will, of ooutse^, be 
understood that this diagram does not represent any actual 
comet 

An interesting illustration of this theory is afforded in 



the case of the celebrated comet of 1858 already referred to, 
of which a drawing is shown in Fig. 73. We find here, besides 
the great tail, which is the characteristic feature of the body, 
two other faint streaks of light These are the edges of the 
hollow cone which forms a tail of Type I. When we look 
through the central regions it will be easily understood that 
the light is hot sufficiently intense to be visible ; at the edges, 
however, a sufiScient thickness of the cometaiy matter is pro* 
smited, and thus we have the appearance shown in this figura 
It would seem that Donati’s comet possessed one tail '^ue to 
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hydrogen, and another due to some of the compounds of 
carbon. The carbon compounds involved appear to be of 
considerable variety, and there is, in consequence, a disposition 
in the tails of the second type to a more indefinite outline 
than in the hydrogen tails Cases have been recorded in 
which several tails have been seen simultaneously on the same 
ccMuet The most celebrated of these is that which appeared 
in the year 1744 Professor Bredichin has devoted special 



Fig. 73.~-Tail8 of the Comet of 1858. 

attoution to the theory of this marvellous object, and he has 
shown with a high degree of probability how the multiform 
tail could be accounted for. The adjoining figure (Fig. 74) is 
foom a sketch of this object made on the meaning of the 7th 
March by Mademoiselle Kirch at the Berlin Observatory. The 
figure shows eleven streaks, of which the first ten (counting 
from the left) represent the bright edges of five of the tails, 
while the mxth and shortest tail is at the extreme right. 
Sketches of this rare ph^omenon were also made by 
Ch^seaux at Lausanne and De LTsle at Sk Petersburg. 
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Before the perihelion passage die comet had only had one 
tail, but a very eplendid one 

It is possible to submit some of the questions involved to 
the test of calculation, and it can be shown that the repulnve 
force adequate to produce the straight tail of I^pe I need 
only be about twelve times as large as the attraction of gravi< 
tatioa Tails of the second type could be produced by a 
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repulsive force which was about equal to gravitation, while 
tails of the third type would only require a repulsive force 
about one-quarter the power of gravitation.* The chief re- 
pulsive force known in nature is derived from electricity, and 
it has naturally been surmised that the phenomena of comets’ 

* The three numhers 12, 1, and i are nearly inversely proportional to the 
atomic weights of hydrogen, hydrocarbon gas, and iron vapour, and it is 
for this reason that Bredichin suggested the above-mentioned composition of the 
various types of tail. Spectroscopic evidence of the presence of hydrogen is yet 
wanting. 
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tails are due to the eleclxic condition of the sun and of the 
comet It would be premature to assert that the electric 
character of the comet’s tail has been absolutely demonstrated ; 
all that can be said is that, as it seems to account for the 
observed facts, it would bo undesirable to introduce some 
mere hypothetical repulsive force. It must be remembered 
that on quite other grounds it is known that the sun is the 
seat of electric phenomena. 

As the comet gradually recedes from the sun the repulsive 
force becomes weaker, and accordingly we find that the tail 
of the comet declines. If the comet be a periodic one, the 
same series of changes may take place at its next return to 
perihelion. A new tail is formed, which also gradually dis- 
appears as the comet regains the depths of spaca If we 
may employ the analogy of terrestrial vapours to guide us in 
our reasoning, then it would seem that, as the comet retreats, 
its tail would condense into myriads of small particles. Over 
these small particles the law of gravitation would resume its 
undivided sway, no longer obscured by the superior efficiency 
of the repulsion. The mass of the comet is, however, so 
extremely small that it would not be able to recall these 
particles by the mere force of attraction. It follows that, 
as the comet at each perihelion passage makes a tail, it must 
on each occasion expend a corresponding quaiiitity of tail- 
making material Let us suppose that the comet was 
endowed in the beginning with a certain capital of those par- 
ticular materials which are adapted for the production of talk 
Each perihelion passage occasions the formation of a tail, and 
the expenditure of a corresponding amount of the capital It is 
obvious that this operation cannot go on indefinitely. In the 
case of the great majority of comets the visits to perihelion 
are so extremely rare that the consequences of the extrava- 
gance are not very apparent; but to those periodic comets 
which have short peri<^s and make frequent returns, the con- 
sequences are precisely what might have been anticipated; 
the tail-making capital has been gradually squandered, and 
thus at length we have the spectacle of a comet without any 
tail at all We can even conceive that a comet may in this 
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maimer be completely dissipated, and we shall see in the 
next chapter how this fate seems to have overtaken Biela’s 
periodic comet 

But as it sweeps through the solar system the comet may 
chance to pass very near one of the larger planets, uid, in 
passing, its motion may be seriously disturbed by the 
attraction of the planet If the velocity of the comet is 
accelerated by this disturbing influence, the orbit will be 
changed from a parabola into another curve known as a 
hyperbola, and the comet will swing round the sim and pass 
away never to return. But if the planet is so situated 
as to retard the velocity of the comet, the parabolic orbit 
will be changed into an ellipse, and the comet will become 
a periodic ona We. can hardly doubt that some periodic 
comets have been “captured” in this manner and thereby 
made pennanent members of our solar system, if we 
remark that the comets of short periods (from three to eight 
years) come very near the orbit of Jupiter at some point 
or other of their paths. Each of them must, therefore, have 
been near the giant planet at some moment during their past 
history. Similarly the other periodic comets of longer period 
approach near to the orbits of either Saturn, Uranus, or 
Neptune, the last-mentioned planet being probably responsible 
for the periodicity of Halley’s comet We have, indeed, on 
more than one occasion, actually witnessed the violent dis- 
turbance of a cometary orbit Tbs' most interesting case is 
that of Lexell’s comet In 1770 the French astronomer 
Messier (who devoted himself with great success to the dis- 
covery of comets) detected a comet for which Lexell computed 
the orbit, and found an ellipse with a period of five years and 
some months, Yet the comet had never been seen before, 
nor did it ever come back again. Long afterwards it was 
found, frbm most laborious invest^tions by Burckhardt and 
Le Yerrier, that the comet had moved in a totally different 
orbit previous to 1767. But at the begiiming of the yeur 
1767 it happened to come so close to Jupiter t^t the power- 
ful attraction of this planet forced it into a new orbi^ with 
« period of five and a half years. It passed the perihe]i<m 
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m thd' I3th August, 1770, and again in 1776, but in the 
latter year it was not conveniently situated for being seen 
from the earth. In the summer of 1779 the comet was 
again in the neighbourhood of Jupiter, and was thrown out 
of its elliptic orbit, so that we have never seen it since, or, 
perhaps, it would be safer to say that we have not with cer- 
tainty identified Lexell’s comet with any comet observed 
since then. We are also, in the case of several other 
periodic comets, able to fix in a similar way the date when 
they started on their journeys in their present elliptic orbits. 

Such is a brief outline of the principal facts Imown with 
regard to these interesting but perplexing bodies. We must 
be content with the recital of what we know, rather than 
hazard guesses about matters beyond our reach. We see 
that they are obedient to the great laws of gravitation, and 
afford a striking illustration of their truth. We have seen 
how modem science has dissipated the superstition with which, 
in earlier ages, the advent of a comet was regarded. We no 
longer r^ard such a body as a sign of impending calamity , 
we may rather look upon it as an interesting and a beautiful 
visitor, which comes to please us and to instmct us, but never 
to threaten or to destroy. 



872 


CHAPTER XVIL 

SHOOTING STARS. 

Small Bodies of our System — Their Numbers— How they are Observ'ed — The 
Shooting Star — ^The Theory of Heat — A Great Shooting Star — The November 
Meteora— Their Ancient History— The Route followed by the Shoal— Diagram 
of the Shoal of Meteors— How the Shoal becomes Spread out along its Path- 
Absorption of Meteors by tho Earth— The Discovery of the Relation between 
Meteors and Comets — ^The Remarkable Investigations concerning the November 
Meteors— Two Showers in Successive Years — No Particles have ever been 
Identified from the Great Shooting Star Showers — ^Meteoric Stones— Chladni’s 
Researches— Early Cases of Stonefalls — ^The Meteorite at Ensisheim — Collections 
of Meteorites— The Rowton Siderite — Relative Frequency of Iron and Stony 
Meteoiites— Fragmentary Character of Meteorites -Tschermak’s Hypothesis — 
EfiPects of Gravitation on a Missile ejected from a Volcano — Can they have 
come from the Moon ? — The Claims of the Minor Planets to the Parentage of 
Meteorites — Possible Terrestrial Origin— The Ovifak Iron. 


In the preceding chapters we have dealt with the gigantic 
bodies which form the chief objects in what we know as the 
solar system. We have studi^ mighty planets measuring 
thousands of miles in diameter, and we have followed the 
movements of comets whose dimensions are often to be told 
by millions of milea Once, indeed, in a previous chapter 
we have noade a descent to objects much lower in the scale 
of magnitude, and we have examined that numerous class of 
small bodies which we call the minor planeta It is now, 
however, our duty to make a still further, and this time a 
very long step, downwards in the scale of magnituda Even 
the minor planets must be regarded as colossal objects when 
compared with those little bodies whose presence is revealed 
to us in an interesting and sometimes in a striking manner. 

These small bodies compensate in some degree for their 
minute size by the profuinon in which they exist No attempt 
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indeed, could be made to tell in figures the myriads in which 
they swarm throughout space. They are probably of very 
varied dimensions, some of them being many pounds or perhaps 
tons in weight, while others seem to be not larger than pebbles, 
or even than gprains of sand. Yet, insignificant as these 
bodies may seem, the sun does not disdain to undertake their 
control Each particle, whether it be as small as the mote 
in a sunbeam or as mighty as the planet Jupiter, must per- 
force trace out its path around the sun in conformity with 
the laws of Kepler. 

Who does not know that beautiful occurrence which we 
call a shooting star, or which, in its more splendid forms, is 
sometimes called a meteor or fireball ? It is to objects of 
this class that we are now to direct our attention. 

A small body is moving round the sun. Just as a mighty 
planet revolves in an ellipse, so even a small object will be 
guided round and round in an ellipse with the sun in the 
focus. There are, at the present moment, inconceivable 
myriads of such meteors moving in this manner. They are 
too small and too distant for our telescopes, and we never 
see them except under extraordinary circumstances. 

When the meteor flashes into view it is moving with 
such enormous velocity that it often traverses more than 
twenty miles in a second of time. Such a velocity is almost 
impossible near the earth’s surface: the resistance of the air 
would prevent it. Aloft, in the emptiness of space, there is 
no air to impede its flight. It may have been moving round 
and round the sun for thousands, perhaps for millions of 
years, without suffering any interference ; but the supreme 
moment arrives, and the meteor perishes in a streak of 
splendour. 

In the course of its wanderings the body comes near the 
earth, and within a few hundred miles of its surface begins 
to encounter the upper surface of the atmosphere with which 
the earth is enclosed. To a body moving with the appalling 
velocity of a meteor, a plunge into the atmosphere is usually 
fatal Even though the upper layers of air are excessively 
attenuated, yet they suddenly check the velocity almost as a 
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rifle bullet would be obeoked when fixed into water. As tibie 
meteor rushes through the atmosphere the friction of the 
MX warms its surface ; gradually it becomes red-hot, then 
white-hot, and is finally driven off into vapour with a brilliant 
light, while we on the earth, one or two hundred miles below, 
exclaim: “Oh, look, there is a shooting star!” 

We have here an experiment illustrating the mechanical 
theory of heat It may seem incredible that mere friction 
should be sufficient to generate heat enough to produce so 
brilliant a display, but we must recollect two facts: first, that 
the velocity of the meteor is, perhaps, one hundred times that 
of a rifle Wllet ; and, second, that the efficiency of friction in 
developing heat is proportional to the square of the velocity. 
The meteor in passing through the air may therefore develop 
by the friction of the air about ten thousand times as much 
heat as the rifle bullet. We do not make an exaggerated 
estimate in supposing that the latter missile becomes heated 
ten degrees by friction; yet if this be admitted, we must 
grant that there is such an enormous development of heat 
attending the flight of the meteor that even a fraction of it 
would be sufficient to drive the object into vapour. 

Let us first consider the circumstances in which these 
external bodies are manifested to us, and, for the sake of 
illustration, we may take a remarkable fireball which occurred 
on November 6th, 1869. This body was seen firom many 
different places in England ; and by combining and comparing 
these ob^rvations, we obtain accurate information as to the 
height of the object and the velocity with which it travelled. 

It appears that this meteor commenced to be visible at a 
point ninety miles above Frome, in Somersetshire, and that it 
vanished twenty-seven miles over the sea, near St Ives, in 
ComwalL The path of the body, and the principal localities 
from which it was observed, are shown in the map (Fig. 75X 
The whole length of its visible course was about 170 miles, 
which was performed in a period of five seconds, thus giving an 
average velocity of thirty-four miles per second. A remarkable 
feature in the appearance which this fiireball presented was 
die long persistent streak of himinoas ohwid, about fifty miles 
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long and four miles wide, which remained in sight for fully 
fifty minutes. We have in this example an illustration of the 
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chief features of tho phenomena of a shooting star presented 
on a veiy grand scale. It is, however, to be observed that 
the persistent luminous streak is not a universal, nor, indeedl,. 
a very common characteristic of a shooting star. 
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The small objects which occasionally flash across the fleld 
of the telescope show us that there are innumerable telescopic 
shooting stars, too small and too faint to be visible to the un- 
aided eye. These objects are all dissipated in the way we have 
described; it is, in fact, only at the moment, and during the 
process of their dissolution, that we become aware of their 
existence. Small as these missiles probably are, their velocity 
is so prodigious that they would render the earth uninhabit- 
able were they permitted to rain down imimpeded on its 
surfaca We must, therefore, among the other good oflSces 
of our atmosphere, not forget that it constitutes a kindly 
screen, which shields us from a tempest of missiles, the velocity 
of which no artillery could equal It is, in fact, the very 
fury of these missiles which is the cause of their utter de- 
struction. Their anxiety to strike us is so great that friction 
dissolves them into harmless vapour. 

Next to a grand meteor such as that we have just de- 
scribed, the most striking display in connection with shooting 
stars is what is known as a shower. These phenomena have 
attracted a great deal of attention within the last century, 
and they have abundantly rewarded the labour devoted to 
them by affording some of the most interesting astronomical 
discoveries of modern times. 

Great showers of shooting stars do not occur very frequently. 
No doubt the quickened perception of those who especially 
attend to meteors will detect a shower when others see only 
a few straggling shooting stars; but, speaking generally, we 
may say that the present generation can hardly have 
witnessed more than two or three such occurrences. 1 
have myself seen two great showers, one of which, in 
November, 1866, has impressed itself on my memory as a 
glorious spectacla 

To commence. the history of the November meteors it is 
necessary to look back for nearly a thousand years On the 
12th of October, in the . year 902, occurred the death of a 
Moorish king, and in coimection with this event an old 
chronicler relates how “that night there were seen,' as it 
were lances, an inflnite number of stars, which scattered 
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tibemselTes like rain to right and left, and that year iras 
called the Year of the Stars.” 

No one now believes that the heavens intended to corn* 
memorate the death of the king by that display. The record 
is, however, of considerable importance, for it indicates the year 
902 as one in which a great shower of shooting stars occurred. 
It was with the greatest interest astronomers perceived that 
this was the first recorded instance of that periodical shower, 
the last of whose regular returns were seen in 1799, 1833, 
and 1866. Further diligent literary research has revealed here 
and there records of startling appearances in the heavens, 
which fit in with successive returns of the November meteors. 
From the first instance, in 902, to the present day there have 
been twenty-nine visits of the shower; and it is not unlikely 
that these may have all been seen in some parts of the earth. 
Sometimes they may have been witnessed by savages, who 
had neither the inclination nor the means to place on record 
an apparition which to them was a source of terror. Some- 
times, however, these showers were observed by civilised 
communities. Their nature was not understood, but the 
records were made ; and in some cases, at all events, these 
records have withstood the corrosion of time, and have now 
been brought together to illustrate this curious subject. We 
have altogether historical notices of twelve of these showery 
collected mainly by the industry of Professor H. A- Newton 
whose labours have contributed so much to the advancement 
of our knowledge of shooting stars. 

Let us imagine a swarm of small objects roaming through 
space. Think of a shoal of herrings in the ocean, extending 
over many square miles, and containing countless myriads 
of individuals; or think of those enormous flocks of wild 
pigeons in the United States of which Audubon has told us. 
The shoal of shooting stars is perhaps much more numerous 
than the herrings or the pigeons. The shooting stars are, 
however, not very close together; they are, on an average, 
probably some few miles apart The actual bulk of the 
shoal is therefore prodigious; and its dimaarions are to be 
measured by hundreds of thousands of miles. 
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The meteors oaimot choose their own track, like the shoal 
of herrings, for they are compelled to follow the route which 
is prescribed to them by the sun. Each one pursues its own 
ellipse in complete independence of its neighbours, and ao« 
complishes its Journey, thousands of millions of miles in 
l^th, every thirty-tiuree years. We cannot observe the 
meteors during the greater part of their flight. There are 
countless myriads of these bodies at this very moment cours* 



'Fig. 76.— The Orbit of a Shoal of Meteors. 


ing round their path. We never see them till the earth 
catches them. Now and then the earth makes a large 
haul of these meteors just as successfully as the fisherman 
among the herrings, and in much the same way, for while the 
fisherman spreads his net in which the fishes meet th^ doom, 
so the earth has an atmosphere wherein the meteors perish. 
We are told that there is no fear of the herrings becoming 
exhausted, for those the fishermen catch are as nothing com- 
pared to the profusion in which they abound in ocean. We 
may say the same with regard to the meteors, l^ey exist in 
such myriads, that though the earth swallows up millions in 
the course of yeus, plenty ace left for foture showers. 
The diagram (Fig. 76) will explain the way in which tlie 
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aftrth makes her captures. We there see the orbit in which 
our globe moves around the sun, as well as the elliptic path 
of t^e meteors, though it should be remarked that it is not 
convenient to draw the figure exactly to scale, so that the path 
of the meteors is relatively much larger than here represented. 
Once each year the earth completes its revolution, and between 
the 13th and the 16th of November crosses the track in 
which the meteors move. It will usually happen that the 
great shoal is not at this point when the earth is passing. 
There are, however, some stragglers all along the path, and 
the earth generally catches a few of these at this date. The]^ 
dart into our atmosphere as shooting stars, and form what we 
usually speak of as the November meteors. 

It will occasionally happen that when the earth is in the 
act of crossing the track it encounters the bulk of the meteors. 
Through the shoal our globe then plunges, enveloped, of 
course, with the surrounding coat of air. Into this net the 
meteors dash in countless myriads, never again to emerge. 
In a few hours’ time, the earth, moving at the rate of eighteen 
miles a second, has crossed the track and emerges on the 
other side, bearing with it the spoils of the encounter. Some 
few meteors, which have only narrowly escaped capture, will 
henceforth bear evidence of the fray by moving in slightly 
difierent orbits, but the remaining meteors of the shoal 
continue their journey without interruption ; perhaps millions 
have been taken, but probably hundreds of millions have 
been left 

Such was the occurrence which astonished the world on 
the night between November 13th and 14th, 1866. We then 
plunged into the middle of the shoaL The night vras fine; the 
moon was absent The meteors were distii^ished not only by 
their enormous multitude, but by their intrinsic magnificence. 
I shall never forget that night On the memorable evening 
I was engaged in my usual duty at that time of observing 
nebuke with Lord Bosse’s great reflecting telescope. I was 
of course aware that a shower of meteors had been predicted, 
but nothu^ that I had heard prepared me for the splendid 
spectacle so soon to be unfolded. It was about ten o’clodc 
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at night when an exclamation from an attendant by my code 
made me look up from the telescope, just in time to see a 
fine meteor dash across the sky. It was presently followed 
by another, and then again by more in twos and in threes, 
which showed that the prediction of a great shower was likely 
to be verified. At this time the late Earl of Rosse (then Lord 
Oxmantown) joined me at the telescope, and, after a brief 
interval, we decided to cease our observations of the nebute 
and ascend to the top of the wall of the great telescope 
(Fig. 7, p. 18), whence a clear view of the whole hemisphere 
of the heavens could be obtained. There, for the next two 
or three hours, we witnessed a spectacle which can never fade 
from my memory. The shooting stars gradually increased 
in number until sometimes several were seen at once. Some- 
times they swept over our heads, sometimes to the right, 
sometimes to the left, but they all diverged from the east. 
As the night wore on, the constellation Leo ascended above 
the horizon, and then the remarkable character of the shower 
was disclosed. All the tracks of the meteors radiated from 
Leo. {See Fig. 87, p. 419.) Sometimes a meteor appeared to 
come almost directly towards us, and then its path was so 
foreshortened that it had hardly any appreciable length, and 
looked like an ordinary fixed star swelling into brilliancy and 
then as rapidly vanishing. Occasionally luminous trains would 
linger on for many minutes after the meteor had flashed 
across, but the great majority of the trains in this shower 
were evanescent It would be impossible to say how many 
thousands of meteors were seen, each one of which was bright 
enough to have elicited a note of admiration on any ordinary 
night 

The adjoining figure (Fig. 77) shows the remarkable manner 
in which the shooting stars of this shower diverged from a 
point It is -not to be supposed that all these objects were 
in view at the same moment The observer of a shower is 
provided -with a map of that part of the heavens in which 
the shooting stars appear. He then fixes his attention on 
one particular shooting star, and observes carefully its track 
with respect to the fixed stars in its vicinity. He then draws 
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a line upon his map in the ditection in which the shooting 
star moved. Repeating the same observation for several other 
shooting stars belonging to the shower, his map will hardly 
fail to show that their different tracks almost all tend from 
one point or region of the figure. There are, it is true, a 
few erratic ones, but the majority observe this law. It certainly 
looks, at first sight, as if all the shooting stars did actually 



Fig. 77. —The Badiant Point of Shooting Stan. 


dart from this point; but a little reflection will show that 
this is a case in which the real motion is different from the 
apparent. If there actually were a point from which these 
meteors diverged, then from different parts of the earth the 
point would be seen in different positions with respect to the 
fixed stars; but this is not the case. The radiant, as this 
point is called, is seen in the same part of the heavens from 
whatever station the shower is visible. 

We are, therefore, led to accept the simple explanation 
afforded by the theory of perspective. Those who are 
acquainted with the principles of this science know that 
when a number of par^l lines in an object have io be repre< 
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tented in a drawing, they must all be made to pass thiot^h 
the same point in the plane of the pictura When we are 
looking at the shooting stars, we see the projections of their 
paths upon- the surface of the heavena From the fact that 
those paths pass through the same point, we are to infer 
that the shooting stios belonging to the same shower are 
moving in parallel lines. 

We ore now able to ascertain the actual direction in which 
the shooting stars are moving, because a line drawn from the 
eye of the observer to the radiant point must be parallel to 
that direction. Of course, it is not intended to convey the 
idea that throughout all space the shooting stars of one 
shower are moving in parallel lines ; aU we mean is that 
during the short time in which we see them the motion of 
each of the shooting stars is sensibly a straight line, and that 
all these straight lines are paralleL 

In the year 1883 the great meteor shoal of the Leonids 
(for so this shower is called) attained its greatest distance 
from the sun, and then commenced to return. Each year 
the earth approached the orbit of the meteors ; but the shoal was 
not met with, and no noteworthy shower of stars was perceived. 
Every succeeding year foimd the meteors nearing the critical 
point, and the year 1899 brought the shoal close to the earth’s 
track, though apparently it did not on this occasion actually 
cross the earth’s track as in 1866. The shoal of meteors is of 
such enormous length that it takes more than a year for the 
mighty proceemon to pass through the critical portion of its orbit 
which lies across the track of the earth. We thus see that the 
meteors cannot escape the earth. It may be that when the 
shoal b^fins to reach this neighbourhood the earth wUl have 
just left this part of its path, and a year will have elapsed 
before the earth gets round again. Those meteors that have 
the good fortune to bo in the front of the shoal will thus escape 
the net, but some of those behind will not be so fortunate, 
and the earth will again devour an incredible host. It has 
sometimes happened that casts into the shoal have been 
obtained in two consecutive years. If the earth happened 
to pass through the front part in one year, then the shoal 
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is 80 long that tho earth will have moved right round its 
orbit of 600,000,000 miles, and will again dash through the 
critical spot before tho entire number have passed. History 
contauis records of oases when, in two consecutive Novembers, 
brilliant showers of Leonids have been seen 

As the earth consumes myriads of Leonids each time it 
passes through the great shoal, it follows that they must be 
decreasing. The splendour of the showers in future ages will 
no doubt, be affected by this circumstance. They cannot be 
always so bright as they have been. It is also of interest 
to notice that the shape of the shoal is gradually c hanging . 
Each meteor of the shoal moves in its own ellipse round 
the sun, and is quite independent of the rest of these bodiea 
Each one has thus a special period of revolution which 
depends upon the length of the ellipse in which it happens 
to revolve. Two meteors will move around the sun in the 
same time if the lengths of their ellipses are exactly equal, 
but not otherwise. The lengths of these ellipses are many 
hundreds of millions of miles, and it is impossible that they 
can be all absolutely equal. In this may be detected the 
origin of a gradual change in the character of the shower. 
Suppose two meteors A and B be such that A travels com- 
pletely round in thirty-three years, while B takes thirty-four 
years. If the two start together, then when A has finished 
the first round B will be a year behind; the next time B 
will be two years behind, and so on. The case is exactly 
parallel to that of a number of boys who start for a long race, 
in which they have to run several times round the course 
before the distance has been accomplished. At first they all 
start in a cluster, and perhaps for the first round or two 
they may remain in comparative proximity; gradually, how- 
ever, the faster runners get ahead and the slower ones lag 
behind, so the cluster becomes elongated. As the race 
continues, the cluster becomes dispersed around the entire 
course, and perhaps the first boy will even overtake the 
last Such seems the destiny of the November meteors 
in future ages. The cluster will in time to come be spread 
out around the whole of this m^ty track, and no longer 
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will a superb display have to be recorded about every thirty- 
three yeara 

It was in connection with the shower of November meteors ’ 
in 1866 that a very interesting and beautiful discovery in 
mathematical astronomy was made by Professor Adama We 
have seen that the Leonids must move in an elliptic path, 
and that they often return in thirty-three years, but the tele- 
scope cannot follow them during their wanderings. All that 
we know by observation is the date of their occurrence, the 
point of the heavens from which they radiate, and the great 
succession, usually of thirty-three years. Putting these facts 
together, it is possible to determine the ellipse in which the 
meteors move — ^not exactly: the facts do not go so far — they 
only teU us that the elUpse must be one of five possible 
orbits. These five possible orbits are — firstly, the immense 
ellipse in-.which we now know the meteors do revolve, and 
for which they require the whole thirty-three years to complete 
a revolution ; secondly, a nearly circular orbit, very little larger 
than the earth’s path, which the meteors would traverse in 
a few days more than a year; another similar orbit, in which 
the time would be a few days short of the year; and two 
other small elliptical orbits lying inside the earth’s orbit. It 
was clearly demonstrated by Professor Newton, of New Haven, 
(J.S.A., that the observed facts would be explained if the meteors 
moved in any one of these paths, but that they could not 
be explained by any other hypothesis. It remained to see 
which of these orbits was the true one. Professor Newton 
himself made the suggestion of a possible method of solving 
the problem. The test he proposed was one of some difficulty, 
for it involved certain intricate calculations in the theory of 
perturbations. Fortunately, however. Professor Adams under- 
took the inquiry, and by his successful labours the path of 
the Leonids has been completely ascertained. 

When the ancient records of the appearance of great 
Leonid showers were examined, it was found that the date of 
their occurrence undogoes a gradual and continuous change, 
which Professor Newton fixed at one day in seventy years. 
It follows as a neoessaty consequence that the point where 
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the path of the meteors crosses the earth’s track is not fixed, 
but that at each successive return they cross at a point about 
half a degree further on in the direction in which the earth 
is traveling. It follows that the orbit in which the meteors 



Fig. TS.—The History of the Loonids. 


are revolving is undergoing change ; the path they follow in 
one revolution varies slightly irom that pursued in the next 
As, however, those changes proceed in the same direction, 
they may gradually attain considerable dimensions; and the 
amount of change which is produced in the path of the meteors 
in the lapse of centuries may be estimated by the two eUipses 
shown in Fig. 78. The continuous line represents the orbit 
in A.D. 126 : the dotted line represents it at present 
26 
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This unmistakabld change in the orbit is one that astro- 
nomers attribute to -nrhat we hare already spoken of as per- 
turbatioa It is certain that the elliptic motion of these bodies 
is due to the sun, and that if they were acted on by the 
sun only the ellipse would remain absolutely unaltered. We 
see, then, in this gradual change of the ellipse the influence 
of the attractions of the planets. It was shown that if the 
meteors moved in the large orbit, this shifting of the path 
must be due to the attraction of the planets Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, and the Earth ; while if the meteors followed one of 
the smaller orbits, the planets that would be near enough and 
massive enough to act sensibly on them would be the Earth, 
Venus, and Jupiter. Here, then, we see how the question 
may be answered by calculation. It is difficult, but it is 
possible, to calculate what the attraction of the planets would 
be capable of producing for each of the flve diflerent sup- 
positions as to the orbit. This is what Adams did. He 
found that if the meteors moved in the great orbit, then 
the attraction of Jupiter would account for two-thirds of the 
observed change, while the remaining third was due to the 
influence of Saturn, supplemented by a small addition on 
account of Uranus. In this way the calculation showed that 
the huge orbit was a possible one. Professor Adams also 
computed the amount of displacement in the path that could 
be produced if the meteors revolved in any of the four smaller 
ellipses. This investigation was one of an arduous character, 
but the results amply repaid the labour. It was shown that 
with the smaller ellipses it would be impossible to obtain 
a displacement even one-half of that which was observed. 
These four orbits must, therefore, be rejected. Thus the 
demonstration was complete that it is in the large path that 
the meteors revolve. 

The movem^ts in each revolution ore guided by Kepler’s 
laws When at the part of its path most distant from the 
sun the velocity of a meteor is at its lowest, bring thou but 
little more than a mile a second; as it draws in, the speed 
gradually increases, until, when the meteor crosses the earth’s 
track, its vriocity is no leas than twenty-six miles a second. 
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The ewth is moving very nearly in the opposite direction at 
the rate of eighteen miles a second, so that, if the meteor 
happen to strike the earth’s atmosphere, it does so with the 
enormous velocity of nearly forty-four miles a second. If a 
collision is escaped, then the meteor resumes its onward 
journey with gradually declining velocity, and by the time 
it has completed its circuit a period of thirty-three years and 
a quarter will have elapsed. 

The innumerable meteors which form the Leonids are 
arranged in an enormous stream, of a breadth very small in 
comparison with its length If we represent the orbit by an 
ellipse whose length is seven feet, then the meteor stream 
will be represented by a thread of the finest sewing-silk, about 
a foot and a half or two feet long, creeping along the orbit.* 
The size of this stream may be estimated from the considera- 
tion that even its width cannot be less than 100,000 miles. 
Its length may be estimated from the circumstance that, 
although its velocity is about twenty-six miles a second, yet 
the stream takes about two years to pass the point where 
its orbit crosses the earth’s track. On the memorable night 
between the 13th and 14th of November, 1866, the earth 
plunged into this stream near its head, and did not emerge 
on the other side until five hours later. During that time 
it happened that the hemisphere of the earth which was in 
front contained the continents of Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
and consequently it was in the Old World that the great 
shower was seen. On that day twelvemonth, when the earth 
had regained the same spot, the shoal had not entirely passed, 
and the earth made another plunge. This time the American 
continent was in the van, and consequently it was there that 
the shower of 1867 was seen. Even in the following year 
the great shoal had not entirely passed, and since then a few 
stragglers along the route have been encountered at each 
annual transit- of the earth across this meteoric highway. 

The diagram is also designed to indicate a remarkable 

* 13ii« ffluRtratioii, ai well u the Agon of the path of the meteon, haa hem 

darfred from Dr. Q-. J. Stoney’e inteieetiiig lectore on ** Ihe Storjr of the Koremher 
Metoota," at tiw Boyal Inatitatlon, la 1879. 
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speculation which was put forward on the high authority of 
Le Yerrier, with the view of explaining how the shoal came 
to be introduced into the solar system. The orbit in which 
the meteors revolve does not intersect the paths of Jupiter, 
Saturn, or Mars, but it does intersect the orbit of Uranus. 
It must sometimes happen tibat Uranus is passing through 
this point of its path just as the shoal arrives there. Le Yerrier 
has demonstrated that such an event took place in the year 
A.D. 126, but that it has not happened since. We thus 
seem to have a clue to a very wonderful history by which 
the meteors are shown to have come into our system in the 
year named. The expectations of a repetition of the great 
shower in 1899 which had been widely entertained, and on 
good grounds, were not realised. This shows that the orbit may 
swerve from its mean position. 

Assuming that the orbit of the August meteors was a 
parabola, Schiaparelli computed the dimensions and position 
in space of this orbit, and when he had worked this out, he 
noticed that the orbit corresponded in every particular with 
the orbit of a fine comet which had appeared in the summer 
of 1862. This could not be a mere matter of accident. The 
plane in which the comet moved coincided exactly with that 
in which the meteors moved: so did the directions of the 
axes of their orbits, while the direction of the motion is 
the same, and the shortest distance from the sun to the 
orbit is also in the two cases identical. This proved to 
demonstration that there must be some profound physical 
coimection between comets and swarms of meteors. And a 
striking verification of this was shortly afterwards furnished, 
when the orbit of the November meteors hod been computed, 
for this was at once noticed to be precisely the same as the 
orbit of a comet which had passed its perihelion in Januaiy, 
1866, and for which the period of revolution had been found 
to be thirty-three years and two months. 

Amoi^ the Leonids we see occasioiui.lly fireballs brighter 
than Yenus, and even half the apparent size of the moon, 
bursting out with lightning-like flashes, and leaving streaks 
which last from a minute to an hour or more. But the great 
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majority are only as briglit as stars of the second, third, 
or fourth magnitude. As the amount of light given by a 
meteor depends on its mass and velocity, we can form some 
idea as to the actual weight of one of these meteors, and it 
appears that most of them do not weigh nearly as much as 
a quarter of an ounce; indeed, it is probable that many do 
not weigh a single grain. But we have seen that a comet in 
all probability is nothing but a very loose swarm of small 
particles surrounded by gas of very light density, and 
we have also seen that the material of a comet must by 
degrees be more or less dissipated through space. It may, 
therefore, be suggested that possibly the disintegrated fragments 
of a comet may provide the particles which cause shooting stars. 
This astonishing notion has now been completely demonstrated. 

A copious meteoric shower took place on the night of 
the 27th November, 1872. On this occasion the shooting 
stars diverged from a radiant point in the constellation of 
Andromeda. As a spectacle, it was unquestionably inferior 
to the magnificent display of 1866, but it is difficult to say 
which of the two showers has been of greater scientific 
importance. 

It surely is a remarkable coincidence that the earth 
should encounter the Andromedes (for so this shower is 
called) at the very moment when it is crossing the track of 
Biela’s comet We have observed the direction from which 
the Andromedes come when they plunge into the atmo- 
sphere ; we can ascertain also the direction in which Biela’s 
comet is moving when it passes the earth’s track, and we 
find that the direction in which the comet moves and the 
direction in which the meteors move are identical. This 
is, in itself, a strong and almost overwhelming presumption 
that the comet and the shooting stars are connected; but 
this is not all We have observations of this swarm dating 
back to the eighteenth century, and we find that the date 
of its appearance has changed from the 6th or 7th of 
December to the end of November in perfect accordance 
with the retr(^ude motion of the crosring-point of the 
earth’s orbit and the orbit of Biela’s comet. This comet wav 
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observed in 1772, and agdn in 1805-6, before its poiodie 
return every seven years was discovered. It was discovered 
by Biela in 1826, and was observed again in 1832. In 
1846 the astronomical world was startled to find that there 
were now two comets in place of one, and the two fiagfments 
were again perceived at the return in 1852. In 1859 Biela's 
comet could not be seen, owing to its unfavourable situation 
with regard to the earth. No trace of Biela's comet was seen 
in 1865-66, when its return was also due, nor has it ever 
been seen since. It therefore appears that in the autumn 
of 1872 the time had arrived for the return of Biela’s comet, 
and thus the occurrence of the great shower of the 
Andromedes took place about the time when Biela’s comet 
was actually due. 'The inference is irresistible that the 
shooting stars, if not actually a part of the comet itself, are 
at all events most intimately connected therewith. This 
shower is also memorable for the telegram sent from Professor 
Elinkerfiies to Mr. Pogson at Madras. The telegram ran 
as follows: — “Biela touched earth on 27th. Search near 
Theta Centaurl” Pogson did search and did find a comet, 
but, imfortunately, owing to bad weather he only secured 
observations of it on two nights. As we require three ob- 
servations to determine the orbit of a planet or comet, it 
is not possible to compute the orbit of Pogson’s, but it 
seems almost certain that the latter cannot be identical with 
either of the two components of Biela’s comet It is, however, 
likely that it really was a comet moving along the same 
track as Biela and the meteors. 

Another display of the Biela meteors took place in 1885, 
just giving time for two complete revolutions of the swarm 
since 1872. The display on the 27th November, 1885, was 
magnificent; Professor Newton estimated that at the time 
of maximum the meteors came on at the rate of 75,000 
per hour. In 1892 the comet ought again to have 
returned to perihelion, but in that year no meteors were 
seen on the 27th November, while many were seen on the 
28rd from the same radiant. The chaise in the point of 
intersection between the orbit of the meteors and the orbit 
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of the earth indicated by this difference of four days was 
found by Bredichin to due to the perturbing action of 
duster on the motion of the swarm. 

It is a noticeable circumstance that the great meteoric 
showers seem neyer yet to have projected a missile which 
has reached the earth’s surface. Out of the myriads of 
Leonids, of Ferseids, or of Andromedes, not one particle 
has ever been seized and identified.* Those bodies which 
fall from the sky to the earth, and which we call meteorites, 
do not seem to come from the great showers, so far as we 
know. They may, indeed, have quite a differmit origin feom 
that of the periodic meteors. 

It is somewhat curious that the belief in the celestiid 
origin of meteorites is of modern growth. In ancient times 
there were, no doubt, rumours of wonderful stones which bad 
fallen down from the heavens to the earth, but these reports 
seem to have obtained but little credit. They were a century 
ago regarded as perfectly fabulous, though there was abund- 
ant testimony on the subject. Eye-witnesses averred that they 
had seen the stones fall The bodies themselves were unlike 
other objects in the neighbourhood, and cases were even 
authenticated where men had been killed by these celestial 
visitors. 

No doubt the observations were generally made by 
ignorant and illiterate 2>ersons. The true parts of the record 
were so mixed up with imaginary additions, that cautious 
men refused to cr^it the statements that such objects really 
fell from the sky. Even at the present day it is often 
extremely difficult to obtain accurate testimony on such 
matters. For instance, the fall of a meteorite was observed 
by a Hindoo in the jungle. The stone was there, its 
meteoric character was undoubted, and the witness was duly 
examined as to the details of the occurrence; but he was 
so frightened by the noise and by the danger he believed 


* On the 27th November, 188d, a piece of meteoric iron fell at Maaapil, in 
Mexico, daring the shower of Andromedes, bat whether it formed part of the swarm 
is not imown. It is, however, to be noticed that meteorites are said to have fallen 
on several other oocasions at the end of November. 
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himself to have narrowly escaped, that he could tell little or 
nothing. He felt certain, however, that the meteorite had 
hunted him for two hours through the jungle before it fell 
to the earth! 

In the year 1794 Chladni published an account of the 
remarkable mass of iron which the traveller Fallas had dis- 
covered in Siberia. It was then for the first time recognised 
that this object and others similar to it must have had a 
celestial origin. But even Chladni’s reputation and the 
arguments he brought forward failed to procure universal 
assent. Shortly afterwards a stone of fifty-six pounds was 
exhibited in London, which several witnesses declared they 
had seen fall at Wold Cottage, in Yorkshire, in 1795. This 
body was subsequently deposited in our national collection, 
and is now to be seen in the Natural History Museum at 
South Kensington. The evidence then began to pour in 
from other quarters; portions of stone from Italy and from 
Benares wore found to be of identical composition with the 
Yorkshire stone. The incredulity of those who had doubted 
the celestial origin of these objects began to give way. A 
careful memoir on the Benares meteorite, by Howard, was 
published in the “ Philosophical Transactions ” for 1802, 
while, as if to complete the demonstration, a great shower 
of stones took place in the following year at L’Aigle, in Nor- 
mandy. The French Aeaflemy deputed the physicist Biot 
to visit the locality and make a detailed examination of the 
circumstances attending this memorable shower. His enquiry 
removed every trace of doubt, and the meteoric stones have 
accordingly been transferred from the dominions of geology 
to those of astronomy. It may bo noted that the recognition 
of the celestial origin of meteorites happens to be simul- 
taneous with the discovery of the first of the minor planets. 
In each case our knowledge of the solar system has been 
extended by the addition of numerous minute bodies, which, 
notwithstanding their insignificant dimensions, are pregnant 
with informadoa 

When the possibility of stone-falls has been admitted, we 
can turn to the ancient records, and assign to them the 
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credit they merit, which was withheld for so many centuries. 
Perhaps the earliest of all these stone-falls which can be 
said to have much pretension to historical accuracy is that 
of the shower which Livy describes as having Mien, about 
the year 654 b.c., on the Alban Mount, near Borne. Among 
the more modern instances, we may mention one which was 
authenticated in a very emphatic manner. It occurred in 
the year 1492 at Ensisheim, in Alsace. The Emperor Maxi- 
milian ordered a minute narrative of the circumstances to be 
drawn up and deposited with the stone in the church. The 
stone was suspended in the church for three centuries, until 
in the French Revolution it was carried off to Colmar, and 
pieces were broken from it, one of which is now in our national 
collection. Fortunately, this interesting object has been 
restored to its ancient position in tho church at Ensisheim, 
where it remains an attraction to sight-seers at this da)^ 
The account is as follows: — “In the year of the Lord 1492, 
on the Wednesday before St. Martin’s Day, November 7th, a 
singular niiracle occurred, for between eleven o’clock and 
noon there was a loud clap of thunder and a prolonged con- 
fused noise, which was heard at a great distance, and a stone 
fell from tho air in the jurisdiction of Ensisheim w'hich 
weighed 260 pounds, and the confused noise was at other 
places much louder than here. Then a boy saw it strike on 
ploughed ground in tho upper field towards the Rhine and 
the 111, near the district of Gisgang, which was sown with 
wheat, and it did no harm, except that it made a hole there ; 
and then they conveyed it from the spot, and many pieces 
were broken from it, which the I^and Vogt forbade. They 
therefore caused it to be placed in the church, with the 
intention of suspending it as a miracle, and there came here 
many people to see this stone, so there wore many remark- 
able conversations about this stone ; the learned said they knew 
not what it was, for it was beyond the ordinary course of 
nature that such a large stono should smite from the height 
of the air, but that it was really a miracle from God, for 
before that time never was anything heard like it, nor seen, 
nor written. When they found that stone, it had entered 
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into the earth to half the depth of a man's stature, which 
everybody explained to be the will of God that it i^ould be 
found, and the noise of it was heard at Lucerne, at Yillingen, 
and at many other places, so loud that the people thought 
that the houses had been overturned ; and as the King 
Maximilian was here, the Monday after St. Catherine’s Day 
of the same year, his Royal Excellency ordered the stone 
which had fallen to be brought to the castle, and alter having 
conversed a long time about it with the noblemen, he said that 
the people of Ensisheim should take it and order it to be 
hung up in the chnrch, and not to allow anybody to take 
anything from it. His Excellency, however, took two pieces 
of it, of which he kept one, and sent the other to Duke 
Sigismund of Austria, and there was a great deal of talk 
about the stone, which was suspended in the choir, where it 
still is, and a great many people came to see it.” 

Admitting the oelestM origin of the meteorites, they surely 
claim our closest attention They afford the only direct method 
we possess of obtaining a knowledge of the materials of bodies 
exterior to our planet. We can take a meteorite in our hands, 
we can analyse it, and find the elements of which it is com- 
posed. Wo shall not attempt to enter into any very detailed 
account of the structure of meteorites ; it is rather a matter 
for the consideration of chemists and mineralogists than for 
astronomers. A few of the more obvious features will be all 
that we require. They will serve as a preliminary to the dis- 
cussion of the probable origin of these bodiea 

In the Natural History Museum at South Kensington we 
may examine a superb collection of meteoritea They have 
l>cen brought together from ail parts of the earth, and vary 
111 size from bodies not much larger than a pin’s head up 
to vast masses weighing many hundredweighta There are 
also models- of celebrated meteorites, of which the originals 
are dispersed through various other museums. 

Many meteorites have nothing very remarkable in their 
external appearance. If they were met with on the sea beach, 
they would be passed by without more notice than would be 
given to my other stona Yet, what a history a meteorite 
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might tell US if we could only manage to obtain it! It fell; 
it was seen to fall from the sky; but what was its course 
anterior to that movement? Where was it 100 years ago, 
1,000 years ago? Through what regions of space has it 
wandered? Why did it never fall before? Why has it 
actually now fallen? Such are some of the questions which 
crowd upon us as we ponder over these most interesting 
bodies. Some of these objects are composed of very charao< 
teristic materials; take, for example, one of the more recent 
arrivals, known as the Rowton siderite. This body differs very 
much from the more ordinary kind of stony meteorite. It 
is an object which even a casual wayfarer would hardly pass 
without notice. Its great weight would also attract attention, 
while if it be scratched or rubbed with a file, it would appear 
to be a mass of nearly pure iron. We know the circumstances 
in which that piece of iron fell to the earth. It was on 
the 20th of April, 1876, about 340 p.m., that a strange 
rumbling noise, followed by a startling explosion, was heard 
over an area of several miles in extent among the villages in 
Shropshire, eight or ten miles north of the Wrekin. About 
an hour after this occurrence a farmer noticed that the ground 
in one of his grass-fields had been disturbed, and he probed 
the hole which -the meteorite had made, and found it, still 
warm, about eighteen inches below the surface. Some men 
working at no great distance had heard the noise made in 
its descent This remarkable object weighs 7f lbs. It is an 
irregular angular mass of iron, though all its edges seem to 
have been rounded by fusion in its transit through the air. 
It is covered with a thick black pellicle of the magnetic oxide 
of iron, except at the point where it first struck the ground. 
The Duke of Cleveland, on whose property it fell, afterwards 
presented it to our national institution already mferred to, 
where, as the Rowton siderite, it attracts the attention of 
everyone who is interested in these wonderful bodies. 

This siderite is specially interesting on account of its dis- 
tinctly metallio character. Falls of objects of this particular 
type are not so frequent as are those of the stony meteorites ; 
in fact, there are only a few known instances of meteorio 
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iroDS haying been actually seen to fall, while the observed 
falls of stony meteorites ate to be counted in scores or in 
hundreds. The inference is that the iron meteorites are much 
less frequent than the stony ones. This is, however, not the 
impression that the visitor to the Museum would be likely 
to receive. In that extensive collection the meteoric irons 
are by fisu: the most striking objects The explanation is not 
difficult. Those gigantic masses of iron are unquestionably 
meteoric: no one doubts that this is the case. Yet the vast 
majority of them have never been seen to fall; they have 
simply been found, in circumstances which point unmistak- 
ably to their meteoric nature. Suppose, for instance, that a 
traveller on one of the plains of Siberia or of Central America 
finds a mass of moUdlic iron lying on the surface of the 
ground, what explanation can be rendered of such an occur- 
rence? No one has brought the iron there, and there is no 
iron within hundreds of miles. Man never fashioned that object, 
and the iron is found to be alloyed with nickel in a manner 
that is always observed in known meteorites, and is generally 
regarded as a sure indication of a meteoric origia Observe 
also, that as iron perishes by corrosion in our atmosphere, 
that great mass of iron cannot have lain where it is for 
indefinite ages ; it must have been placed there at some finite 
time. Only one source for such an object is conceivable; 
it must have fallen from the sky. On the same plains the 
stony meteorites have also fallen in hundreds and in thousands, 
but they crumble away in the course of time, and in any case 
would not arrest the attention of the traveller as the irons 
are likely to do. Hence it follows, that although the stony 
meteorites seem to fall much more frequently, yet, unless they 
are actually observed at the moment of descent, they are much 
more liable to be overlooked than the meteoric irons. Hence 
it is that the more prominent objects of the British collection 
are the meteoric irons. 

We have said that a noise accompanied the descent of the 
Rowton siderite, and it is on record that a loud explosion 
took place when the meteorite fell at Ensisheim. In this 
we have a characteristic feature of the phenomenon. Nearly 
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all the descents of meteorites that have been observed seem 
to have been ushered in by a detonatioa We do not, how- 
ever, assert that this is quite an invariable feature ; and it 
is also the case that meteors often detonate without throwing 
down any solid fragments that have been collected. The 
violence associated with the phenomenon is forcibly illus- 
trated by the Butsura meteorite. This object fell in India 
in 1861. A loud explosion was heard, several fragments of 
stone were collected from distances three or four miles apart; 
and when brought together, they were found to fit, so as 
to enable the primitive form of the meteorite to be recon- 
structed. A few of the pieces are wanting (they were, no 
doubt, lost by falling unobserved into localities :^m which 
they could not be recovered), but wo have obtained pieces 
quite numerous enough to permit us to form a good idea 
of the irregular shape of the object before the explosion oc- 
curred which shattered it into fragments. This is one of 
the ordinary stony meteorites, and is thus contrasted with 
the Rowton siderite which we have just been coixsidering. 
There are also other types of meteorites. The Breitenbach 
iron, as it is called, is a good representative of a class of 
these bodies which lie intermediate between the meteoric 
irons and the stones. It consists of a coarsely cellular mass 
of iron, the cavities being filled with mineral substancea In 
the Museum, sections of intermediate forms are shown in 
which this structure is exhibited. 

Look first at the most obvious characteristic of these 
meteorites. We do not now allude to their chemical com- 
position, but to their external appearance. What is the 
most remarkable feature in the s^pe of these objects ? — 
surely it is that they are fragments. They are evidently 
pieces that are broken from some lai^er object. This is 
apparent by merely looking at their form; it is still more 
manifest when we examine their mechanical structure. It 
is often found that meteorites ore themselves composed of 
smaller fragments. Such a structure may be illustrated by a 
section of an agrolite found on the Sierra of (Ihaco, weighing 
about SOlba (Fig. 79)l 
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The section here represented shows the composite struc- 
ture of this object, which belongs to the class of stony meteor- 
ites. Its shape shows that it was really a fragment with 
angular e^fes and corners. No doubt it may have been 
much more considerable when it first dashed into the atmo- 
sphera The angular edges now seen on the exterior may 
be due to an explosion which then occurred; but this will 
not account for the structure of the interior. We there 
see irregular pieces of varied form and material agglomerated 
into a single masa If we would seek for analogous objects 
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on the earth, we must look to some of the volcanic rocks, 
where we have multitudes of irregular angular fragments 
cemented together by a matrix in which they arc imbedded. 
The evidence presented by this meteorite is conclusive as to 
one circumstance with regard to the origin of these objects. 
They must have come as fragments, from some body of con- 
siderable, if not of vast, dimensions. In this meteorite there 
are numerous small grains of iron mingled with mineral 
substances. The iron in many meteorites has, indeed, char- 
acters resembling those produced by the actual blasting of iron 
by dynamite. Thus, a large meteoric iron from Brazil has been 
found to have been actually shivered into fragments at some 
time anterior to its fall on the earth. These fragments have been 
cemented together agmn by irregular veins of mineral substances. 

For an aSrolite of a very different type we may refer to 
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tibe carbonaceous meteorite of Orgueil, which fell in France 
on the 14th May, 1864 On the occasion of its descent a 
splendid meteor was seen, rivalling the full moon in size, 
li^e actual diameter of this globe of fire must have been 
some hundreds of yards. Nearly a hundred fragments of the 
body were found scattered over a tract of countay fifteen miles 
long. This object is of particular interest, inasmuch as it 
belongs to a rare group of aerolites, from which metallic iron 
is absent. It contains many of the same minerals which are 
met with in other meteorites, but in these fragments they are 
associated with carbon, and with substances of a white or 
yellowish ciystallisable materia^ soluble in ether, and re- 
sembling some of the hydrocarbons. Such a substance, if 
it had not been seen Mling to the earth, would probably be 
deemed a product resulting from animal or vegetable life! 

We have pointed out how a body moving with great 
velocity and impinging upon the air may become red-hot 
and white-hot, or even be driven off into vapour. How, then, 
does it happen that meteorites escape this fiery ordeal, and 
fall down to the earth, with a great velocity, no doubt, but 
still, with very much less than that which would have sufiSced 
to drive them off into vapour? Had the Rowton siderite, 
for instance, struck .our atmosphere with a velocity of twenty 
miles a second, it seems unquestionable that it would have 
been dissipated by heat, though, no doubt, the particles would 
ultimately coalesce so as to descend slowly to the earth in 
microscopic beads of iron. How has the meteorite escaped 
this fate? It must be remembered that our earth is also 
moving with a velocity of about eighteen miles per second, 
and that the relative velocity with which the meteorite plunges 
into the air is that which will determine the degree to which 
friction is operating. If the meteorite come into direct collision 
with the earth, the velocity of the collision will be extremely 
great; but it may happen that though the actual velocities 
of the two bodies are both enormous, yet the relative velocity 
may be comparatively small This is, at all events, one con- 
ceivable explanation of the arrival of a meteorite on the 
surfree of the earth. 
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We have shown in the earlier parts of the chapter that 
the well-known star showers are intimately connected with 
cometa In fact, each star shower revolves in the path pur- 
sued by a comet, and the shooting star particles have, in all 
probability, been themselves derived from the comet. Showers 
of shooting stars have, therefore, an intimate connection with 
comets, but it is doubtful whether meteorites have any con- 
nection with comets. It has already been remarked that 
meteorites have never been known to fall in the great star 
showers. No particle of a meteorite is known to have dropped 
from the countless host of the Ijeonids or of the Perseids; 
as far as we know, the Lyrids never dropped a meteorite, nor 
did the Quadrantids, the Geminids, or the many other showers 
with which every astronomer is familiar. There is no reason 
to connect meteorites with these showers, and it is, therefore, 
doubtful whether wo should connect meteorites with comets. 

With reference to the origin of meteorites it is difficult to 
speak with any great degree of confidence. Every theory of 
meteorites presents difficulties, so it seems that the only 
course open to us is to choose that view of their origin 
which seems least improbable. It appears to mo that this 
condition was fulfilled in the theory entertained by the 
Austrian mineralogist, Tschermak. He had made a study of 
the meteorites in the rich collection at Yienna, and he had 
come to the conclusion that the “meteorites have had a 
volcanic source on some celestial body.” Let us attempt to 
pursue this reasoning and discuss the problem, which may 
be thus stated: — Assuming that at least some of the meteor- 
ites have been ejected from volcanoes, on what body or 
bodies in the universe must these volcanoes be situated ? 
This is really a question for astronomers and mathematicians. 
Once the mineralogists assure us that these bodies are 
volcanic, the question becomes one of calculation and of the 
balance of probabilities. 

The first step in the enquiry is to realise distinctly the 
dynamical conditions of the problem. Conceive a volcano to 
be located on a planet. The volcano is supposed to be in a 
state of eruption, and in one of its mighty throes projects 
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a missile aloft: this missile will ascend, it will stop, and 
fall down agaia Such is the case at present in the erup- 
tions of terrestrial volcanoes. Cotopaxi has been known to 
hurl prodigious stones to a vast height, but these stones 
assuredly return to earth. The gravitation of the earth has 
gradually overcome the velocity produced by the explosion, 
and down the body falls. But let us suppose that the erup- 
tion is stUl more violent, and that the stones are project^ 
from the planet to a still greater height above its surface. 
Suppose, for instance, that the stone should be shot up to a 
height equal to the planet’s radius, the attraction of gravita- 
tion will then bo reduced to one-fourth of what it was at 
the surface, and hence the planet will find greater difli- 
culty in pulling back the stone. Not only is the distance 
through which the stone has to be pulled back increased 
as the height increases, but the efficiency of gravitation is 
weakened, so that in a twofold way the difficulty of re- 
calling the stone is increased. We have already more than 
once alluded to this subject, and we have shown that 
there is a certain critical velocity appropriate to each planet, 
and depending on its mass and its radius. If the missile be 
projected upwards with a velocity equal to or greater than 
this, then it will ascend never to return. We all recollect 
Jules Verne’s voyage to the moon, in which he described the 
Columbiad, an imaginary cannon, capable of shooting out a 
projectile with a velocity of six or seven miles a second. 
This is the critical velocity for the eartL If we could 
imagine the air removed, then a cannon of seven-mile power 
would project a body upwards which would never fall down. 

The great difficulty about Tschermak’s view of the 
volcanic origin of the meteorites lies in the tremendous 
initial velocity which is required. The Columbiad is a myth, 
and we know no agent, natural or artificial, at the present 
time on the earth, adequate to the production of a velocity 
so appalling. The thunders of Krakatoa were heard thou- 
sands of miles away, but in its mightiest throes it discharged 
no missiles with a velocity of six miles a second. We are 
therefore led to enquire whether any of the other celestial 
26 
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bodies are entitled to the parentage of the naeteorites. We 
cannot see volcanoes on any. oth^ body except the moon; 
all the other bodies are too remote for an inspection so 
minute. Does it seem likely that volcanoes on the moon 
can ever launch forth missiles which fall upon the earth? 

This belief was once sustained by eminent authority. 
The mass of the moon is about one-eightieth of the mass of 
the eartL It would not be true to assert that the critical 
velocity of projection varies directly as the mass of the 
planet. The correct law is, that it varies directly as the 
square root of the mass, and inversely as the square root of 
the radiua It is hence shown that the velocity required to 
project a missile away fix>m the moon is only about one- 
sixth of that which would be required to project a missile 
away from the earth. If the moon had on its surface 
volcanoes of one-mile power, it is quite conceivable that 
these might be the source of meteoritea We have seen how 
the whole surface of the moon shows traces of intense 
volcanic activity. A missile thus projected from the moon 
could undoubtedly fall on the earth, and it is not impossible 
that some of the meteorites may really have come from this 
source. There is, however, one great diflSculty about the 
volcanoes on the moon. Suppose an object were so pro- 
jected, it would, under the attraction of the earth, in accord- 
ance with Kepler’s laws, move around the earth as a focus. 
If we set aside the disturbances produced by all other bodies, 
as well as the disturbance produced by the moon itself, wo 
see that the meteorite if it once misses the earth can never 
fall thereon. It would be necessary that the shortest dis- 
tance of the earth’s centre from the orbit of the projectile 
should be less than the radius of the earth, so that if a 
lunar meteorite is to fall on the earth, it must do so the 
first time it goes round. The journey of a meteorite from 
llie moon to the earth is only a matter of days, and there- 
fore, as meteorites are still fii^g, it would follow that they 
must still be constantly ejected from the moon. The vol- 
canoes on the moon are, however, not now active; observers 
have long studied its surface, and they find no reliable traces 
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ci voloonic activity at the present day. It is utterly out of 
the question, whatever the moon may once have been able to 
do, that at the present date she could still oontmue to 
launch forth meteorites. It is just possible that a meteorite 
expelled from the moon in remote antiquity, when its vol- 
canoes were active, may, under the influence of the dis- 
turbances of the other bodies of the system, have its orbit 
so altered, that at length it comes within reach of the 
atmosphere and falls to the earth, but in no circumstances 
could the moon send us a meteorite at present It is there- 
fore reasonable to look elsewhere in our search for volcanoes 
fulfilling the conditions of the problem. 

Let us now direct our attention to the planets, and 
examine the circumstances in which volcanoes located 
thereon could eject a meteorite which should ultimately 
tumble on the earth. We cannot see the planets well 
enough to tell whether they have or ever had any volcanoes ; 
but the almost universal presence of heat in the large 
celestial masses seems to leave us in little doubt that some 
form of volcanic action might be found in the planets. We 
may at once dismiss the giant planets, such as Jupiter or 
Saturn : their appearance is very unlike a volcanic surface ; 
while their great mass would render it necessary to suppose 
that the meteorites were expelled with terrific velocity if 
they should succeed in escaping from the gravitation of the 
planet. Applying the rule already given, a volcano on 
Jupiter would have to be five or six times as powerful as 
the volcano on the earth. To avoid this difficulty, we 
naturally turn to the smaller planets of the system ; take, for 
instance, one of that iimumerable host of minor planets, and 
let us enquire how far this body is likely to have ejected a 
missile which should fall upon the earth. Some of these 
globes are only a few miles in diameter, lliere are bodies 
in the solar system so small that a very moderate velocity 
would be sufficient to project a missile away &om them 
altogether. We have, indeed, already illustrated this point in 
discussing the minor planeta It has been suggested that a 
volcano placed on one of the minor planets might be quite 
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powerful enough to start the meteorites on a long ramble 
through space until the chapter of accidents brought them 
into collision with the earth. There is but little difficulty in 
granting that there might be such volcanoes, and that they 
might be sufficiently powerful to drive bodies from the sur- 
face of the planet; but we must remember that the missiles 
are to fall on the earth, and dynamical considerations are 
involved which merit our close attention. To concentrate 
our ideas, we shall consider one of the minor planets, and 
for this purpose let us take Ceres. 

If a meteorite is to fall upon the earth, it must cross the 
earth’s path, a ring 8,000 miles wide;- it will not suffice 
for the missile to pass through the ecliptic on the inside 
or on the outside of the ring, it must be actually through 
this narrow strip, and then if the earth happens to be there 
at the same moment the meteorite will fall The first con- 
dition to be secured is, therefore, that the path of the 
meteorite shall traverse this narrow ring. This is to be 
effected by projection from some point in the orbit of Ceres. 
But it can be shown on purely dynamical grounds that 
although the volcanic energy sufficient to remove the pro- 
jectile from Ceres may bo of no great account, yet if that 
projectile is to cross the earth’s track, the dynamical require- 
ments of the case demand a volcano on Ceres at the very 
least of three-mile power. We have thus gained but little by 
the su^estion of a minor planet, for we have not found 
that a moderate volcanic power would be adequate. But 
there is another difficulty in the case of Ceres, inasmuch as 
the ring on the ecliptic is very narrow in comparison with the 
other dimensions of the problem. Ceres is a long way off' and 
it would require very great accuracy in volcanic practice on Ceres 
to project a missile so that it should just traverse this ring and 
fall neither inside nor outside, neither above nor below. There 
must be a great many misses for every hit We have 
attempted to make the calculation by the aid of the theory 
of probabilities, and we find that the chances against this 
occurrence are about 50,000 to 1, so that out of every 
60,000 projectiles hurled from a point in the orbit of Ceres 
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only a single one can be expected to satisfy even the first 
of the conditions necessary if it is ever to tumble on our 
globa It is thus evident that there are two objections jbo 
Ceres (and the same may be said of the other minor planets) 
as a possible source of the meteorites. Firstly, that notwith- 
standing the small mass of the planet a very powerful 
volcano would still be required; and secondly, that we are 
obliged to assume that for every one which ever reached the 
earth at least 50,000 must have been ejected. It is thus 
plain that if the meteorites have reall 3 r been driven from 
some planet of the solar system, large or small, the volcano 
must, from one cause or another, have been a very powerful 
one. We are thus led to enquire which planet possesses on 
other grounds the greatest probability in its fovour. 

We admit of course that at the present time the vol- 
canoes on the earth are utterly devoid of the necessary 
power; but were the terrestrial volcanoes always so feeble as 
they are in these later days ? Grounds are not wanting for 
the belief that in the very early days of geological time the 
volcanic energy on the earth was much greater than at 
present. We admit fully the difficulties of the view that the 
meteorites have really come from the earth; but they must 
have some origin, and it is reasonable to indicate the source 
which seems to have most probability in its favour. Grant 
for a moment that in the primseval days of volcanic activity 
there were some mighty throes which hurled forth missiles 
with the adequate velocity: these missiles would ascend, 
they would pass from the gravitation of the earth, they 
would be seized by the gravitation of the sun, and they 
would be compelled to revolve around the sun for ever after. 
The resistance of the earth’s atmosphere has been considered 
to be a very great difficulty, but this resistance would be lessened 
were the crater at a high elevation above ^e sea level, while, 
if a vast volume of ejected gases or vapoure accompanied the 
more solid material, the effect of the resistance of the air 
might be completely eliminated. Some of the objects so ex- 
pelled might revolve in hyperbolic orbits, and retreat never to 
return; while others vrould be driven into elliptic paths. 
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Bound the sun these objects vould revolve for ages, but at 
each revolution — and here is the important point — they 
W 9 uld traverse the point from which they were oiiginidly 
launched. In other words, every object so projected fiom 
the earth would at each revolution cross the track of the 
earth. We have in this fact an enormous probability in 
favour of the earth as contrasted with Ceres. Only one 
Ceres-ejected meteorite out of every 50,000 would probably 
cross the earth’s track, while every earth-projected meteorite 
would necessarily do so. 

If this view be true, then there must be hosts of meteor- 
ites traversing space in elliptic orbits around the sun. These 
orbits have one feature in common : they all intersect the 
track of the earth. It will sometimes happen that the earth 
is found at this point at the moment the meteorite is cross- 
ing; when this is the case the long travels of the little body 
are at an end, and it tumbles back on the earth from which 
it parted so many ages ago. 

It is well to emphasise the contrast between the lunar 
theory of meteorites (which we think improbable) and the 
terrestrial theoiy (which appears to be probable). For the 
lunar theory it would, as we have seen, be necessary that 
some of the lunar volcanoes should be still active. In the 
terrestrial theory it is only necessary to suppose that the 
volcanoes on the earth once possessed sufficient explosive 
power. No one supposes that the volcanoes at present on 
the earth eject now the fragments which are to form future 
meteorites; but it seems possible that the earth may be now 
slowly gathering back, in these quiet times, the fragments 
she ejected in an early stage of her history. Assuming, 
therefore, with Tschermak, that many meteorites have had a 
volcanic origin on some considerable celestial body, we are 
led to agree with those who think that most prol^bly that 
body b the earth. 

It is interesting to notice a few circumstances which seem 
to corroborate the view that many meteorites are of ancient 
terrestrial origin. The most cWacteristic constituent of 
th^se bodies is the alloy of iron and nickel, which is almost 
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amTersally present. Sometimes, as in the Bowton siderite, 
the whole object consists of little else ; sometimes this alloy is 
in grains distributed through the mass. When Nordenskjbld 
discovered in Greenland a mass of native iron containing 
nickel, this was at once regarded as a celestial visitor. 
It was called the Oviiak meteorite, and large pieces of the 
iron were conveyed to our museums. There is, for instance, 
in the national collection a most interesting exhibit of the 
Ovifak substance. Close examination shows that this so- 
called meteorite lies in a bed of basalt which has li^n 
ejected from the interior of the earth. Those who believe 
in the meteoric origin of the Ovifak iron are constrmned to 
admit that shortly after the eruption of the basalt, and while 
it was still soft, this stupendous iron meteorite of gigantic 
mass and bulk happened to fall into this particular soft bed 
The view is, however, steadily gaining ground that this great 
iron mass was not a celestial visitor, but that it simply 
issued forth from the interior of the earth with the basalt 
itself. The beautiful specimens in the British Museum show 
how the iron graduates into the basalt in such a way as to 
make it highly probable that the source of the iron is really 
to be sought in the earth and not external thereto. Should 
further research establish this, as now seems probable, a 
most important step will have been taken in proving the 
terrestrial origin of meteorites. If the Ovifak iron be really 
associated with the basalt, we have a proof that the iron- 
nickel alloy is indeed a terrestrial substance, found deep in 
the interior of the earth, and associated with volcanic pheno- 
mena. This being so, it will be no longer difficult to 
account for the iron in undoubted meteorites. When the 
vast volcanoes were in activity they ejected masses of this 
iron-alloy, which, having circulated roimd the sun for ages, 
have at last come back again As if to confirm this view, 
Professor Andrews discovered particles of native iron in the 
basalt of the Giant’s Causeway, while the probabilily that 
large masses of iron are there associated with the basaltic 
formation was proved by the researches on magnetism of the 
late Provost Lloyd. 
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Besides the more solid meteorites there can be no doubt 
that the dSrie of the ordinary shooting stars must rain down 
upon the earth in gentle showers of celestial dust. The snow 
in the Arctic regions has often been found stained with traces 
of dust which contains particles of iron. Similar particles have 
been found on the towers of cathedrals and in many other 
situations where it could only have been deposited hrom 
the air. There can hardly be a doubt that some of 
the motes in the sunbeam, and many of the particles which 
good housekeepers abhor as dust, have indeed a cosinical 
origin. In the famous cruise of the Challenger the dredges 
brought up from the depths of the Atlantic no “wedges of 
gold, great anchors, heaps of pearl,” but among the mud which 
they raised are to be found numerous magnetic particles which 
there is every reason to believe fell from the sky, and thence 
subsided to the depths of the ocean. Sand from the deserts 
of Africa, when examined under the microscope, yield traces 
of minute iron particles which bear the marks of having 
experienced a high temperature. 

The earth draws in this cosmic dust continuously, but the 
earth never parts now with a particle of its mass. The con- 
sequence is inevitable ; the mass of the earth must be growing, 
and though the change may be a small one, yet to those who 
have studied Darwin’s treatise on “ Earth-worms,” or to those 
who are acquainted with the modem theory of evolution, it 
will be manifest that stupendous results can be achieved by 
slight causes which tend in one direction. It is quite probable 
that an appreciable part of the solid substance of our globe 
may have been derived from meteoric matter which descends 
in perennial showers upon its surface. 
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CHAPTER XYIIL 

THE STAREY HEAVENS. 

The Constellations — ^The Great Beax and the Pointers — ^The Pole Star— Cassiopeia 
— Andromeda, Pegasus, and Perseus — The Pleiades: Auriga, Capella, Alde- 
baran — ^Taurus, Orion, Sirius ; Castor and Pollux — The Lion— Bootes, Corona, 
and Hercules— Virgo and Spica — Vega and Lyra — ^The Swan. 


The student of astronomy should make himself acquainted 
with the principal constellations in the heavens. This is a 
pleasing acquirement, and might well form a part of the educa- 
tion of every child in the kingdom. We shall commence our 
discussion of the sidereal system with a brief account of the 
principal constellations visible in the northern hemisphere, and 
we accompany our description with such outline maps of the 
stars as will enable the beginner to identify the chief features 
of the starry heavens. 

In an earlier chapter we directed the attention of the 
student to the remarkable constellation of stars which is 
known to astronomers as Ursa Major, or the Great Bear. It 
forms the most conspicuous group in the northern skies, and 
in northern latitudes it never sets. At eleven p.m. in the 
month of April the Great Bear is directly overhead (for an 
observer in the United Kingdom); at the same hour in 
September it is low down in the north ; at the same hour 
July it is in the west; by Christmas it is at the east 
From the remotest antiquity this group of stars has attracted 
attention. The stars in the Great Bear were comprised in a 
great catalogue of stars, made two thousand years ago, which 
has been handed down to us. From the position of the stars 
given in this catalogue it is possible to reconstruct the Great 
Bear as it appeared in those early days. This has been done, 
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and it appears that the seven principal stars have not changed 
in this lapse of time to any large extent, so that the configura- 
tion of the Great Bear remains practically the same now as 
it was thea The beginner must first obtain an acquaintance 



Fig. SO.^The Great Bear and Pole Star, 


with this' group of seven stars, and then his further progress 
in this branch of astronomy will be greatly facilitated The 
Great Bear is, indeed, a splendid constellation, and its only 
rival is to be found in Orion, which contains more brilliant 
stars, though it does not occupy so large a r^on in the 
heavens. 

In the first place, we observe how the Great Bear enables 
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the Foie Star, which is the most important object in the 
northern heavens, to be readily found. The Pole Star is 
very conveniently indicated by the direction of the two stars, 
0 and a, of the Great Bear, which are, accordingly, generally 
known as the “pomters.” This use of the Great Bear is 
shown on the diagram in Fig. 80, in which the line /9 a, 
produced onwards and slightly curved, will conduct to the 



Fig, 81.>-The Great Bear aud Cassiopeia. 


Pole Star. There is no likelihood of making any mistake in 
this star, as it is the only bright one in the neighbourhood. 
Once it has been seen it will be readily identified on future 
occasions, and the observer will not fail to notice how con* 
stant is the position which it preserves in the heavens. The 
other stars either rise or set, or, like the Great Bear, they 
dip down low in the north without actually setting, but the 
Pole Star exhibits no considerable changes. In summer or 
winter, by night or by day, the Pole Star is ever found in 
the same place— at least, so far as ordinary observation is 
concerned. No doubt,, when we use the accurate instruments 
of the observatory the notion of the fixity of the Pole Star 
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is abandoned; we then see that it has a slow motion, and 
that it describes a small circle every twenty-four hours around 
the true pole of the heavens, which is not coincident with 
the Pole Star, though closely adjacent thereto. The distance 
is at present a little more than a degree, and it is gradually 
lessening, until, in the year a.d. 2095, the distance will be 
under half a degree. 

The Pole Star itself belongs to another inconsiderable 
group of stars known as the Little Bear. The two principal 
members of this group, next in brightness to the Pole Star, 
are sometimes called the “Guards." The Great Bear and 
the Little Bear, with the Pole Star, form a group in the 
northern sky not paralleled by any similarly situated con- 
stellation in the southern heavens. At the South Pole there 
is no conspicuous star to indicate its position approximately 
— ^a circumstance disadvimtageous to astronomers and navi- 
gators in the southern hemisphere. 

It will now be easy to add a third constellation to the 
two already acquired. On the opposite side of the Pole Star 
to the Great Bear, and at about the same distance, lies a 
very pleasing group of five bright stars, forming a W. These 
are the more conspicuous members of the constellation 
Cassiopeia, which contains altc^ether about sixty stars visible 
to the naked eye. When the Great Bear is low down in 
the north, then Cassiopeia is high overhead. When the 
Great Bear is high overhead, then Cassiopeia is to be looked 
for low down in the north. The configuration of the leading 
stars is so striking that once the eye has recognised them 
future identification will be very easy — the more so when it 
is borne in mind that the Pole Star lies midway between 
Cassiopeia and the Great Bear (Fig, 81). These important 
constellations wiU serve as guides to the rest. We shall ac- 
cordingly show how the learner may distinguish the various 
other groups visible from the British Islands or similar 
northern latitudea 

The next constellation to be rec(^ised is the imposii^ 
group which contains the Great Square of P^asus. ^Hus is 
not, like Ursa Major, or like Caseiopda, said to be “droum- 
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polar.” The Cheat Square of P^asus sets and rises daily. 
It cannot be seen conveniently during the spring and the 
summer, but in autumn and in winter the four stars which 
mark the comers of the square can be easily recognised. There 
are certain small stars within the region so limited; perhaps 
about thirty can be counted by an unaided eye of ordinary 
power in these latitudea In the south of Europe, with its 
pure and bright skies, the number of visible stars appears 



Fig. 82. —The Great Square of Pegasus. 


to be greatly increased. An acute observer at Athens has 
counted 102 in the same region. 

The Great Square of Pegasus can be reached by a line 
from the Pole Star over the end of Cassiopeia. If it be pro- 
duced about as far again it will conduct the eye to the centre 
of the Great Square of Pegasus (Fig. 82). 

The line through ^ and a in Pegasus continued 45° to 
the south points out the important star Fomalhaut in the 
mouth of the Southern Fish. To the right of this line, nearly 
half-way down, is the rather vague constellation of Aquarius, 
where a small equilateral triangle with a star in the centre 
may be noticed. 

The square of Pegasus is not a felicitous illustration ot 



414 


THE STORY OF TEE BE AVENE 


the way in which die boundaries of the constellfttions should 
be defined. There can be no more naturally associated group 
than the four stars of this square, and they ought surely to 
be included in the same constellation. Three of the stars — 
marked a, 0, 7— do belong to Pegasus ; but that at the fourth 
comer — also marked a — is placed in a different ^[ure, known 
as Andromeda, whereof it is, indeed, the brightest member. 
The remaining bright stars of Andromeda are marked and 7, 
and they are readily identified by producing one side of the 
Square of Pegasus in a curved direction. We have thus a 
remarkable array of seven stars, which it is both easy to 
identify and easy to remember, notwithstanding that they 
are contributed to by three different constellations. They 
are respectively a, (i, and 7 of Pegasus; a, 0, and 7 of 
Andromeda; and a of Perseus. The three form a sort of 
handle, as it were, extendii^ ffom one side of the square, 
and are a group both striking in appearance, and useful in 
the further identification of celestial objects. 0 Andromedre, 
with two smaller stars, form the girdle of the unfortunate 
heroine. 

a Persei lies between two other stars (7 and S) of the same 
constellation. If we draw a curve through these three and 
prolong it in a bold sweep, we are conducted to one of 
the gems of the northern heavens — the beautiful star 
Capella, in Auriga (F%. 83). Close to Capella are three 
small stars forming an isosceles triangle — these are the 
Hoedi or Kids. Capella and Vega are, with the exception 
of Arcturus the two most brilliant stars in the 
northern heavens; and though Vega is probably the more 
lustrous of the two, yet the opposite opinion has been enter* 
tained. Different eyes will frequently form various estimates 
of the rdative brilliancy of stars which approach each other 
in bri^tness. The difficulty of making a satisfactory com* 
parison between Vega and Capella is greatly increased by the 
wide distance in the heavens at which they are separated, as 
well as by a slight difference in colour, for Vega is distinctly 
whiter than Capella. This contrast between the colour of stars 
is often a source of uncertainty in the attempt to compare 
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their relatiTe brillianoy; so that when actual measuremente 
haye to be effected by instrumental means, it is necessaiy to 
compare the two stars alternately with some object of inter- 
mediate hue. 

On the opposite side of the pole to Capella, but not quite 



Fig. 83.— Perseus and its Keighbouring Stars. 


so far away, will be found four small stars in a quadrilateral 
They form the head of the Dragon, the rest of whose form 
coils right round the pole. 

If w^ continue the curve formed by the three stars y, a, 
and 8 in Perseus, and if we bend round this curve graceftiUy 
into one of an opposite flexion, in the manner shown in Fig. 83, 
we are first conducted to two other principal stars in Perseus, 
marked e and ^ The region of Perseus is one of the richest 
in the heavens. We have here a most splendid portion of 
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the Milky Way, and the field of the telescope is crowded 
with stars beyond number. Even a small telescope or an 
opera-glass directed to this teeming constellation cannot fidl 
to delight the observer, and convey to him a profound im- 
pression of the extent of the sidereal heavens. We shall g^ve 
in a subsequent paragraph a brief enumeration of son^e of 
the remarkable telescopic objects in Perseus. Pursuing in the 
same figure the line e and J; we are conducted to the remark- 
able little group known as the Pleiades. 

The Pleiades form a group so universally known and so 

easily identified that it 
hardly seems necessary 
to give any further 
specific instructions 
ior their discovery. It 
may, however, bo ob- 
served that in these 
latitudes they cannot 
be seen before mid- 
night during the sum- 
mer. Let us suppose 
Fi(f. 84 .— The Heiedee. that the search is made 

at about 11 p.m. at 
night: on the Ist of January the Pleiades will be found high 
up in the sky in the south-west ; on the 1st of March, at the 
same hour, they will be seen to be setting in the west On 
the 1st of May they are not visible ; on the 1st of July 
they are not visible ; on the 1st of September they will 
be seen low down in the east On the 1st of November 
they will be high in the heavens in the south-east. On 
the ensuing 1st of January the Pleiades will be in the 
same position as they were on the same date in the 
previous year, and so on from year to year. It n^ed, per- 
haps, hardly be explained here that these changes are not 
really due to movements of the constellations; they are due, 
of course, to the apparent annual motion of the sun among 
the stars. 

The Pleiades are shown in the figure (Fig. 84), where a group 
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oi ten stars is represented, tHs b^g about the number visible with 
the unaided & to those vrho are (pfted with very acute vision. 
The lowest tdlesooino power will increase the number of stars 
87 
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to thirty or forty (Galileo saw more than forty with his first 
telescope), while with telescopes of greater power the number 
is largely increased; indeed, no fewer than 625 have beai 
counted with the aid of a powerfiil telescope. The group is, 
however, rather too widely scattered to make an effective 
telescopic object, except with a large field and low power. 
Viewed through an opera-glass it forms a very pleasing 
spectacle. 

If we draw a ray from the Pole Star to Capella, and pro- 
duce it sufficiently far, as shown in Fig. 85, we come to 
the great constellation of our winter sky, the splendid group 


^ Fig* 86.->Castor and Pollux. 

of Orioa The brilliancy of the stars in Orion, the conspic- 
uous belt, and the telescopic objects which it contains, alike 
render this group remarkable, and place it perhaps at the head 
of the constellations. The leading star in Orion is known either 
as a Orionis, or as Betelgeuze, by which name it is here desig- 
nated. It lies above the three stars, S, e, which form the belt 
Betelgeuze is a star of the first magnitude, and so also is 
Rigel, on the opposite side of the belt Orion thus enjoys the 
distinction of containing two stars of the first magnitude in its 
group, while the five other stars shown in Fig. 85 are of the 
second magnituda 

The neighbourhood of Orion contains some important 
stars. If we cany on the line of the belt upwards to the 
right, we are conducted to another star of the first magnitude, 
Aldebaran, which strongly resembles Betelgeuze in its ruddy 
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colour. Aldebaran is the brightest star in the constellation 
of Taurus. It is this constellation which contains the Pleiades 
already referred to, and another more scattered group known 
as the Hyades, which can be discerned near Aldebaran. 

The line of the belt of Orion continued downwards to the 
left c<H]iducts the eye to the gem of the sky, the splendid 



Fig* 87.*^The Great Bear and the Lion. 


Sirius, which is the most brilliant star in the heavens. It 
has, indeed, been necessary to create a special order of magni- 
tude for the reception of Sirius alone; all the other first 
magnitude stars, such as Vega and Capella, Betel^uze and 
Aldebaran, coming a long way behind. Sirius, with a few 
other stars of much less lustre, form the constellation of Cards 
Major. 

It is useful for the learner to note the large configuration 
of an irr^lar lozenge shape, of which the four comers are 
the first magnitude stars, Aldebaran, Betelgeuze, Sirius, and 
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Rigel (Fig. 85). The belt of Orion is placed symmetrically 
in the centre of tho group, and the whole figure is so striking 
that once perceived it is not likely to be forgotten. 

About half way from the Square of Pegasus to Aldebaran 
is the chief star in the Ram — a bright orb of the second 
magnitude; with two others it forms a curve, at the other 



Fig. 88,— Bodtei aud the Crown. 


end of which will be found y of the same constellation, 
which was the first double star ever noticed. 

We can again invoke the aid of the Great Bear to point 
out the stars in the constellation of Gemini (Fig. 86). If the 
diagomd joining the stars 5 and ^ of the body of the Bear 
be produced in the direction opposite' to the tail, it will lead 
to Castor and Pollux, two remarkable stars of the second 
magnitude. This same line carried a little further on passes 
near the star Procyon, of the first magnitude, which is the 
only conspicuous object in the consteUarion of the little Dog. 

The pointers in Great Bear marked a 13 will also sorve to 
show the constellation of Uie Lion (Fig. 87). If ire produce the 
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line joinii^ them in the direction opposite to that used in 
•finding the Pole, we are brought into the body of the Lioa 
This group will be rec<^ised by the star of the first magni- 


• ,, 


Hg. 89. —Virgo and the neighbouring Constellations. 

tude called Regulua It is one of a series of stars forming 
an object somewhat resembling a sickle: three of the group 
are of the second mt^itude. The Sickle has a special churn 
on our notice because it contains the radiant firom which as 
already explained (Chapter XVIL) the great shower of Leonids 
divergea Begulus lies sdongside the sun’s highway through the 
stars, at a point which the luminary passes on the 21st of Ai^st. 
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Between Gemini and Leo the inconspicuous constellation of 
the Crab may be found ; the most striking object it contains being 
the misty patch called Prsesepe or the B^Hive, which the 
smallest opera-glass will resolve into its component stars. 

The tail of the Great Bear, when prolonged with a con- 



Fig. 90.— The Constellation of Lyra. 


tinuation of the curve which it possesses, leads to a brilliant 
star of the first magnitude known as Arcturus, the principal 
star in the constellation of Bobtes (B’ig. 88). A few other stars, 
marked fi, y, S, and e in the same constellation, are also shown 
in the figure. Among the stars visible in these latitudes 
Arcturus is to be placed next to Sirius in point of brightness. 
Two stars in the southern hemisphere, invisible in these lati- 
tudes, termed a Centauri imd Canopus, are nearly as bright 
as and CapeUa, but not quite so bright as Arcturus. 

In the immediate neighbourhood of ]^tes is a striking 
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semicircular group known as the Crown or Corona Borealis. 
It will be readily found from its position as indicated in the 
figure, or it may be Identified by following the curved line 
indicated by /9, B, e, and ^ in the Great Bear. 

The constellation of Virgo is principally characterised by 
the first magnitude star called Spica, or a Virginis. This 
may be found from the Great Bear; for if the line joining 



Fig. 91.--Vegay the Swan, and the Eagle. 


the two stars a and 7 in that constellation be prolonged with 
a slight curve, it will conduct the eye to Spica. We may here 
notice another of those large configurations which are of great 
assistance in the study of the stars. There is a fine equilateral 
triangle, whereof Arcturus and Spica form two of the comers, 
while the third is indicated by Denebola, the bright star near 
the tail of the Lion (Fig. 89). 

In the summer evenings when the Crown is overhead, a 
line from the Pole Star through its fainter edge, continued 
nearly to the southern horzion, indicates the brilliant red star 
Cor Scorpionis, or the Scorpion’s Heart (Antares), which was 
the first star mentioned as having been seen with the telescope 
in the daytime. 

The first magnitude star, Vega, in the constellation of the 
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Lyre, cah be readily found at the comer of a bold triaiigto^ 
of which the Pole Star and Aroturos form the base (Fig. 90X 
The brilliant whiteness of will arrest the attention, while 
the small group of neighbouring stars which form the Lyre 
produces one of the best defined constellations. 

Near Yega is another important constellation, known as 
the Swan or Cygnus. The brightest star will be identified as 
the vertex of a right-angled triangle, of which the line from 
Y^ to the Pole Star is the base, as shown in Fig. 91. There 
are in Cygnus five principal stars, which form a constellation 
of rather remarkable form. 

The last constellation which we shall here mention is that 
of Aquila or the Eagle, which contains a star of the first 
magnitude, known as Altair; this group can be readily found 
by a line from Yega over 0 Cygni, which passes near the line 
of three stars, forming the characteristic part of the Eagle. 

We have taken the opportunity to indicate in these sketches 
of the constellations the positions of some other remarkable 
telescopic objects, the description of which we must postpone 
to the following chapters. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE DISTANT SUNS. 

Sirius Contrasted with the Sim-^tars can be Wdghedi but not in general 
Measured— The Companion of Sirius — ^Determination of the Weights of 
Sirius and his Companion— Dark Stars— Variable and Temporary Stars— 
Enormous Number of Stars* 


The splendid pre-eminence of Sirius has caused it to be 
observed with minute care from the earli^t times in the 
history of astronomy. Each generation of astronomers devoted 
time and labour to determine the exact places of the brightest 
stars in the heavens. A vast mass of observations as to the 
place of Sirius among the stars had thus been accumulated, 
and it was found that, like many other stars, Sirius had what 
astronomers call proper motion. Comparing the present place of 
Sirius with regard to the other stars with the place which it 
occupied one hundred years ago, there is a difierence of two 
minutes (127") in its situation. This is a small quantity: it 
is so small that the unaided eye could not see it Could we 
now see the sky as it appeared one century ago, we should 
still see this star in its well-known place to the left of 
Orion. Careful alignment by the eye would hardly detect 
that Sirius was moving in two, or even in three or in four 
centuries. But the accuracy of the meridian circle renders 
these minute quantities evident, and gives to them their true 
signihcance. To the eye of the astronomer, Sirius, instead of 
creeping along with a movem«tit which centuries will not 
show, is pursuing its majestic course with a velocity appro* 
priate to its dimensions. 

Though the velocity of Sirius is abovA 1,000 miies a minute^ 
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yet that velocity is sometimes more and sometimes less than 
its moan value. To the astronomer this fact is pregnant 
with information. Were Sirius an isolated star, attended only 
by planets of comparative insignificance, there could be no 
irregularity in its motion. If it were once started with a 
velocity of 1,000 miles a minute, then it must preserve that 
velocity. Neither the lapse of centuries nor the mighty length 
of the journey could alter it. The path of Sirius would be 
inflexible in its direction ; and it would be traversed with un- 
alterable velocity. 

The fact that Sirius had not been moving uniformly was 
of such interest that it arrested the attention of Bessel when 
he discovered the irregularities in 1844. Believing, as B^ffiel 
did, that there must be some adequate cause for these dis- 
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turbances, it was hardly possible to doubt what the cause must 
be. When motion is disturbed there must be force in action, 
and the only force at present recognised in such cases is 
that known as gravitation. But gravity can only act irom 
one body to another body; so that when we seek for the 
derangement of Sirius by gravitation, we are obliged to 
suppose that there must be some mighty and massive body 
near Sirius. The question was taken up again by Peters and 
by Auwers, who were able to discover, from the irregularities 
of Sirius, the nature of the path of the disturbing body. 
They were able to show that it must revolve around Sirius 
in a period of about fifty years, and although they could not 
tell its distance from Sirius, yet they were able to point out 
the direction in which it must lie. Fig. 92 shows the orbit 
of Sirius as given by Mr. Burnham, of Yerkes Observatory. 

The detection of the attendant of Sirius, and the measures 
which have been made thereon, enable us to determine the 
weight of this famous star. Let us attempt to illustrate this 
subject. It must, no doubt, be admitted that the numerical 
estimates we employ have to be received with a certain degree 
of caution. The companion of Sirius is a difficult object to ob- 
serve, and previous to 1896 it had only been followed through an 
arc of 90°. We are, therefore, hardly as yet in a position to 
speak with absolute accuracy as to the periodic time in which 
the companion completes its revolution. We may, however, take 
this time to bo fifty-two years. We also know the distance 
from Sirius to his companion, and we may take it to be 
about twenty-one times the distance from the earth to the 
sun. It is useful, in the first place, to compare the revolu- 
tion of the companion around Sirius with the revolution 
of the planet Uranus around the sun. Taking the earth’s 
distance as unity, the radius of the orbit of Uranus is about 
nineteen, and Uranus takes eighty-four years to accomplish a 
complete revolution. We have no planet in the solar system 
at a distance of twenty-one; but from Kepler’s third law it 
may be shown that, if there were such a planet, its periodic 
time would be about ninety-nine years. We have now the 
necessary materials for making the comparison between the 
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mass of Sirius and the mass of the sun. A body revolrihg 
around Sirius at a certain distance ‘completes its joum^ in 
iifby>two years. To revolve around the sun at the same distance 
a body should complete its journey in ninety-nine years. The 
quicker the body is moving the greater must be the centrif- 
ugal force, and the greater must be the attractive power of 
the centnd body. It can be shown from the principles of 
dynamics that the attractive power is inversely proportional to 
the square of the periodic time. Accordingly, the attractive 
power of Sirius must bear to the attractive power of the sun the 
proportion which the square of ninety-nine has to the square 
of fifty-two. As the distances are in each case supposed 
to be equal, the attractive powers will be proportional to the 
masses, and hence we conclude that the mass of Sirius, to- 
gether with that of his companion, is to the mass of the sun, 
in the ratio of three and a half to ona We had already learned 
that Sirius was much brighter than the sun; now we have 
learned that it is also much more massive. 

Before we leave the consideration of Sirius, there is one 
additional point of very great interest which it is necessary 
to consider. There is a remarkable contrast between the 
brilliancy of Sirius and his companioa Sirius is a star 
far transcending all other stars of the first magnitude, while 
his companion is extremely faint Even if it were completely 
withdrawn from the dazzling proximity of Sirius, the com- 
panion would be a small star of only the eighth or ninth 
magnitude, far below the limits of visibility to the unaided 
eye. To put the matter in numerical language, Sirius is 5,000 
times as br^ht as its companion, but only about twice as 
heavy! Here is a very great contrast; and this point will 
appear even more fordble if we contrast the companion of 
Sirius with our sim. The companion is slightly heavier than 
our sun; but in spite of its slightly inferior bulk, our sun 
is much more powerful as a light-giver. One hundred of the 
companions of Sirius would not give as much light as our 
sun ! This is a result of very considerable significanoa It 
teaches us that besides the great bodies in the universe which 
attract attention by their bril^ncy, there are other great bodies 
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whi(^ have but little brilliancy. Indeed it is certain tbitt 
some of them possess none at all This suggests a greatly 
enhanced conception of the majestic scale of the universe 
It also invites us to the belief that the universe which we 
behold bears but a small ratio to the far huger part which 
is invisible in the sombre shades of night. In the wide extent 
of the material universe we have here or there a star or a 
mass of gaseous matter sufficiently heated to be luminous, 
and thus to become visible from the earth; but our observa- 
tion of these luminous points can tell \is little of the remainii^ 
contents of the universe. 

The most celebrated of all the variable stars b that 
known as Algol, whose position in the constellation of Perseus 
is shown in Fig. 83. This star b conveniently placed for 
study, being visible every clear night in our latitude, and 
its interesting changes can be observed without any telescopic 
aid. Everyone who desires to become acquainted with the 
great truths of astronomy should be able to recognise thb 
star, and should have also followed it during one of its periods 
of change. Algol b usually a star of the second magnitude; 
but in a period between two and three days, or, more accurately, 
in an interval of 2 days 20 hours 48 minutes and 55 seconds, 
its brilliancy goes through a most remarkable cycle of varia- 
tions. The series commences with a gradual decline of the 
star’s brightness, which in the course of four and a half 
hours falls from the second magnitude down to the fourth. 
At thb lowest stage of brightness Algol remains for about 
twenty minutes, and then begins to increase, until in three 
and a half hours it regains the second magnitude, at which 
it continues for about 2 days 12 hours, when the same series 
commences anew. It seems that the period required by 
Algol to go through its changes is itself subject to a slow 
but certain varbtion. We shall see in a following chapter 
how it has been proved that the variability of Algol b due 
to the occasional interpoedrion of a dark companion which 
cuts off a part of the lustre of the star. All the circumstances 
can thus be accounted for, and even the wright and tlm 
use of A4^>l and 'ts dark compamon be determined. 
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There are, however, other classes of variable stars, the 
fluctuation of whose light can hardly be due to occasional 
obscuration by dark bodiea This is particularly the case with 
those variables which are generally faint, but now and then 
flare up for a short time, after which temporary exaltation 
they again sink down to their original condition. The periods 
of such changes are usually from six months to two years. 
The best known example of a star of this class was discovered 
more than three hundred years ago. It is situated in the 
constellation Cetus, a little south of the equator. This object 
was the earliest known case of a variable star, except the 
so-called temporary stars, to which we shall presently refer. 
The variable in Cetus received the name of Mira, or the 
wonderful. The period of the fluctuations of Mira Ceti is 
about eleven months, during the greater part of which time 
the star is of the ninth magnitude, and consequently invisible 
to the naked eye. When the proper time has arrived, its 
brightness begins to increase rather suddenly. It soon becomes 
a conspicuous object of the second or third magnitude. In this 
condition it remains for eight or ten days, and then declines 
more slowly than it rose until it is reduced to its original 
faintness, about three hundred days after the rise commenced. 

More striking to the general observer than the ordinary 
variable stars are the temporary stars which on rare occasions 
suddenly make their appearance in the heavens. The most 
famous object of this kind was that which blazed out in the 
beginning of November, 1572, and which when first seen was 
as bright as Venus at its maximum brightness. It could, 
indeed, be seen in full daylight by sharp-sighted people. As 
far as history can tell us, no other temporary star has ever 
been so bright as this one. It is specially associated with 
the liame of Tycho Brahe, for although he was not the 
discoverer, he made the best observations of the object, and 
he proved that it was at a distance comparable with that of 
the ordinary fixed stars. Tycho described carefully the gradual 
decline of the wonderful star until it disappeared from his view 
about the end of March, 1574. The telescopic aid to vision, by 
which it could have been followed further, had not yet 
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been invented. Durmg the decline the colour of the object 
gradually changed; at first it was white, and by degrees 
became yellow, and in the spring of 1573 reddish, like Alde- 
baran. About May, 1573, we are told somewhat enigmatically 
that it “became like lead, or somewhat like Saturn,” and so 
it remained as long as it was visible. What a fund of informa* 
tion our modem spectroscopes and other instruments would 
now accumulate if so magnificent a star were to burst out in 
these modem days! 

But though we have not in our own times been favoiued 
with a view of a temporary star as splendid as the one seen 
by Tycho Brahe and his contemporaries, it has been our 
privilege to witness several minor outbursts of this kind. It 
seems Ukely that we should possess more records of temporary 
stars from former times if a better watch of the heavens had 
been kept That is at any rate the impression received when 
we note how several modem stars of this kind have nearly 
escaped us altogether, notwithstanding the great number of 
telescopes which are now pointed to the sky on every clear 
night. 

In 1866 a star of the second magnitude suddenly 
appeared in the constellation of the crown (Corona Borealis). 
It was first seen on the 12th May, and a few days after* 
wards it began to fade away. Argelander’s maps of the 
northern heavens had been published some years previously, 
tmd when the position of the new star had been accurately 
determined, it was found that it was identical with an in- 
significant looking star marked on one of the maps as of the 
9| magnitude. The star exists in the same spot to this day, 
and it is of the same magnitude as it was prior to its 
spasmodic outburst in 1866. This was the first new star 
which was spectroscopically examined. We shall give in 
Chapter XXIII. a short account of the features of its 
spectmm. 

The next of these temporary bright stars, Nova Cygni, 
was first seen by Julius Schmidt at Athens on tlie 24th 
November, 1876, when it was between the third and fourth 
magnitudes, and he maintains that it cannot have been 



482 


THE STORY OP THE HEAVENS. 


conspicuous four days earlier, when he was looking et the 
same constellation. By some inadvertence the news of the 
discovery was not properly circulated, and the star was not 
observed elsewhere for about ten days, when it had already 
become consid^bly fainter. The decrease of brightness went 
on very slowly; in October, 1877, the star was only of the 
tenth mi^^itude, and it continued getting fainter imtil it 
reached the fifteenth magnitude; in other words, it became a 
minute telescopic star, and it is so still in the very same 
spot As this star did not reach the first or second magni- 
tude it would probably have escaped notice altogether if 
Schmidt had not happened to look at the Swan on that 
particular evening. 

We are not so likely to miss seeing a new star since 
astronomers have pressed the photographic camera into their 
service. This' became evident in 1892, when a notable con- 
spicuous temporary star appeared in Auriga. On the 24th 
Januaiy, Dr. Anderson, an astronomer in Edinburgh, noticed 
a yellowish star of the fifth magnitude in the consteUation 
Auriga, and a week later, when he had compared a star- 
map with the heavens and made sure that the object was 
reidly a new star, he made his discoveiy publia In the case 
of this star we are able to fix fairly closely the moment 
when it first blazed out In the course of the regular photo- 
graphic survey of the heavens undertaken at the Harvard 
College Observatory (Cambridge, Massachusetts) the region of 
the sky where the new star appeared had been photographed 
on thirteen nights from Octobw 21st to Deceml^r 1st, 1891, 
and on twelve nights from December 10th to January 20th, 
1892. On the first series of plates there was no trace of the 
Nova, while it was visible on the very first plate of the 
second series as a star of the fifth magnitude. Fortunately 
it turned out that Professor Max Wolf of Hddelbeig, a 
most successful celestial photographer, had photographed 
the same r^on on the 8th Deoraaber, and this photograph 
does not show the star, so that it cannot on that night have 
been as bright as the ninth magnituda Nova Auriga must 
therefore ha^e fiared up suddenly between the 8th and ‘the 
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lOtih Decembw. The decrease of the brightness was very 
irr^lar. At the end of April the star was se^ as an 
exceedingly fiunt one with the great Lick Befractor. In the 
following August the Nova had risen nearly to the tenth 
magnitude, after which it gradually became extremdy &int 
again. 

The new star which appeared in Perseus in February, 
1901, attained a greater br^htness than any of the other 
new stars of modem times. It was for some time of the first 
magnitude, and the course of its fluctuating decline was par* 
allel to that of the Nova just described. StUl more recently 
another new star was discovered in Gemini by Professor H. H. 
Turner. 

The temporary and the variable stars form but a very 
small section of the vast number of stars with which the 
vault of the heavens is studded. That the sun is no more 
than a star, and the stars are no less than suns, is a 
cardinal doctrine of astronomy. The imposing magnificence 
of this truth is only realised when we attempt to estimate 
the countless myriads of stara This is a problem on which 
our calculations are necessarily vain. Let us, therefore, in- 
voke the aid of the poet to attempt to express the innumer- 
able, and conclude this chapter with the following lines of 
Mr. Allingham:— 

"Bat namlMr erery grain of aand, 

WberOTw salt wave touches land; 

Kumher in single drops the sea; 

Namber the leaves cm every tree, 

Nainher earth’s living creature^ all 
That run, that fly, that swim, that crawl ; 

Of sands, drops, leaves, and lives, the count 
Add up into one vast amount, 

And then for every separate one 
Of all those, let a flaming son 
Whirl in the boundless skies, with eacih 
Its masqr planets, to outreodi 
All dght, all thought i for all we see 
SneiMled with inflnify. 

Is but an island.” 
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CHAPTIR XX 

DOUBLE STABa 

Interesting Stellar Objects— Stars Optically Double— The Great Discovery of 
the Binary Stan made by Herscbd— The Binary Stan deeoribe EUiptio 
Baths — ^Why is this so important f — ^The Law of Gravitation— Special 
Double Stars — Castor— Misar— The Coloured Double Stars— A Cygni. 

The sidereal heavens contain few more interesting objects 
for the telescope than can be found in the numerous class 
of double stars. They are to be counted in thousands; in- 
deed, many thousands can be found in the catalogues devoted 
to this special branch of astronomy. Most of these objects 
are, no doubt, smidl and comparatively uninteresting, but 
some of them are 4Uuong the most conspicuous stars in the 
heavens, such as Sirius, whose system we have already 
described. We shall in this brief account select for special 
discussion and illustration a few of the more remarkable 
double stars. We shall particularly notice some of those 
that can be readily observed with a small telescope, and we 
have indicated on the sketches of the constellations in a 
previous chapter how the positions of these objects in the 
heavens can be ascertained. 

It had been shown by Casdini in 1678 that certain stars, 
which appeared to the unaided eye as single points of light, 
really consisted of two or more stars, so close together that 
the telescope was required for their separation.* The number 
of these objects was gradually increai^ by hresh discoveries, 
until in 1781 (the same year in which Beirsohel discovered 
Uranus) a list containing eighty douMe stars was published 

* Hooke ludaotised, Is ISM, tkst the at«r Qbibbis Arietie vm donUe. 

9 ' 
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tfy tibe MtroQomer Bode. These interesting objects claimed 
the attrition of Herschd during his memorable tesearohea 
The list of known doubles rapidly swelled. Henohel’s dia . 
ooveries are to be enumerated by hundreds, while he also 
commenced systematic measurements of the distance by 
which the stars were separated, and the direction in which 
the line joining them pointed. It was these measurements 
which ultimately led to one of the most important and in- 
structive of all Herschel’s discoveries. When, in the course 
of years, his observations were repeated, Herschel found 
that in some oases the relative position of the stars had 
changed. He was thus led to the discovery that in many 
of the double stars the components are so related that they 
revolve around each other. Mark the importance of this 
result. We must remember that the stars are suns, compar- 
able, it may be, with our sun in magnitude; so that here 
we have the astonishing spectacle of pairs of suns in 
mutual revolution. There is nothing very surprising in the 
fact that movements should be observed, for in all probability 
every body in the universe is in motion. It is the particular 
character of the movement which is specially interesting, 
and instructive. 

It had been imagined that the proximity of the two stars 
forming la double must be only accidental It was thought 
that amid the vast host of stars in the heavens it not un- 
frequently happened that one star was so nearly behind another 
(as seen from the earth) that when die two were viewed in 
the telescope they produced the effect of a double star. No 
doubt many of the so-called double stars are produced in 
this way. Herschel’s discovery shows that this explanation 
win not always answer, but that in many cases we really have 
two stars close together, and in motion round their common 
centre of gravity. 

When the measurements of the distances and the positions 
of double stars had been accumulated during many years, 
they were taken over by the mathematicians to be treated 

their methods. Ihiere is one peculiarity about double 
star observations : they have not — they cannot have — the 
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accuracy which the computer of an orbit demands. If the 
distance between the pair of stars forming a binary be four 
seconds, the orbit we have to scrutinise is only as large as 
the apparent size of a penny-piece at the distance of one 
mUe. It would require very careful measurement to make 
out the form of a penny a mile off, even with good telescopes. 
If the penny were tilted a little, it would appear, not circular, 
but ovd; and it would be possible, by measuring this oval, 
to determine how much the penny was tilted. All this requires 
skilful work: the errors, viewed intrinsically, may not be 
great, but viewed with reference to the whole size of the 
quantities under consideration, they are very appreciable. 
We therefore find the errors of observation far more promi- 
nent in observations of this class than is generally the case 
when the mathematician assumes the task of discussing the 
labours of the observer. 

The interpretation of Herschel’s discovery was not accom- 
plished by himself; the light of mathematics was turned on 
his observations of the binary stars by Savary, and afterwards 
by other mathematicians. Under their searching enquiries the 
errors of the measurements were disclosed, and the observations 
were purified from the grosser part of their inaccuracy. Mathe- 
maticians could then apply to their corrected materials the 
methods of enquiry with which they were familiar ; they could 
deduce with fair precision the actual shape of the orbit of 
the binary stars, and the position of the plane in which that 
orbit is contained. The result is not a little remarkable. It 
has been proved that the motion of each of the stars is 
performed in an ellipse which contains the centre of gravity 
of the two stars in its focus. This has been actually shown 
to be true in many binary stars ; it is believed to be true in 
all But why is this so important? Is not motion in an 
ellipse common enough ? Does not the earth revolve in an 
ellipse round the sun? And do not the planets also revolve 
in ellipses? 

It is this very fact that elliptic motion is so common in 
the planets of the solar system which renders its discovery in 
binary stars of such importance. From what does the elliptic 
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motion in the solar system arise? Is it not due to the law 
of attraction, discovered by Newton, which states that every 
mass attracts every other mass with a force which varies 
inversely as the square of the distance ? That law of attraction 
had been found to pervade the whole solar system, and it 
explained the movements of the bodies of our system with 
surprising exactitude. But the solar system, consisting of the 
sun, and the planets, with their satellites, the comets, and a 
host of smaller bodies, formed merely a little island group 
in the universe. In the economy of this tiny cosmical island 
the law of gravitation reigns supreme; before Herschel’s dis- 
covery we never could have known whether that law was not 
merely a piece of local l^islation, specially contrived for the 
exigencies of our particular system. This discoveiy gave us 
the knowledge which we could have gmed from no other 
source. From the binary stars came a whisper across the 
vast abyss of space. That whisper told us that the law of 
gravitation was not peculiar to the solar system. It told us 
the law extended to the distant shores of the abyss in 
which our island is situated. It gives us grounds for believing 
that the law of gravitation is obeyed throughout the length, 
breadth, and depth of the entire visible universe. 

One of the finest binary stars is that known as Castor, 
the brighter of the two principal stars in the constellation of 
Gemini The position of Castor on the heavens is indicated 
in Fig. 86, page 418. Viewed by the unaided eye. Castor re- 
semUes a single star ; but it is found with a moderately good 
telescope that what seems to be one star is really two separate 
stars, one of which is of the third magnitude, while the other 
is somewhat lesa The angular distance of these two stats 
in the heavens is not so great as the angle subtended by a 
line an inch long viewed at a distance of half a mile. Castor 
is one of the double stars in which the components have 
been observed to possess a motion of revolution. The 
movement is, however, extmnely slow, and the lapse of 
centuries will be required before a revolution is completely 
^footed. 

A beautiful double star can be readily identified in the 
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oon8tellAti<m of IJm (see Fig. 80, page 410). It is 

known as Mizar, and is the middle star of the three 
whidi form the tail In the close neighbourhood of Mizar 
is the small star Alcor, which can be readily seen with the 
unaided eye; but when we speak of Mizar as a double star, 
it is not to be understood that Alcor is one of the components 
of the double. Under the magnifying power of the telescope 
Alcor is seen to be transferred a long way from Mizar, while 
Mizar itself is split up into two suns close together. These 
eomponents are of the second and the fourth magnitudes 
respectively, and as the apparent distance is nearly three 
times as great as in Castor, they are observed with facilify 
in even a small telescopa This is, indeed, the best double 
star in the heavens for the b^;mner to commence his observa- 
tions upon We cannot, however, assert that Mizar is a binary, 
inasmuch as observations have not yet established the existence 
of a motion of revolution. Still less are we able to say whether 
Alcor is also a member of the same group, or whether it 
may not merely be a star which happens to &11 nearly in 
the line of visioa Recent spectroscopic observations have 
shown that the larger component of Mizar is itself a double, 
consisting of a pair of suns so dose together that there is 
not the slightest possibility of their ever being seen separately 
by the most powerful telescope in the world. 

A pleasing dass of double stars is that in which we have 
the remarkable phenomenon of colours, differing in a striking 
degree from the colours of ordinary stars. Amoi^ the latter 
we find, in the great majority of cases, no very characteristic 
hue; some are, however, mote or less tinged with red, some 
are decidedly ruddy, and some are intensely red. Stats of 
a bluidi or greenish colour axe much more rare,* and when 
a star of tUs character does occur, it is almost invariably 
as one of a pdr whbh form a double. The other star of the 
double is sometimes of the same hue, but more usuaUy it 
is yellow or ruddy. 

** Barimp U we otwld aiew the etaa withent the iatenrenthnof the atqtoqbere^ 
Uoe etaa wonU he aea oomnoii. Ute tbiotpSaa. vt Uie ataMihaa tpeoiallr 
stNtoUw fManMi aad Uoidi oolom. BafaMor Issghr sa geo4 aaim tat 

Mliev% UmS the ana itaall weald ha hfaw il it wsM aet to the afleak of the ajbi. 
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One of the lovelifist of these object^ which lies within 
reach of telescopes of very moderate pretennons, is that 
found in the constellation of the Swan, and known as ^ 
Cygni (Fig, 91). This exquisite object is composed of imo 
stars. The larger, about the third magnitude, is of a 
golden-yeUow, or topaz, colour; the smaller, of the sixth 
magnitude, is of a light blue. These colours are nearly 
complementary, brt still there can be iu> doubt that the 
effect is not merely one of contrast That these two stars 
are both tinged with the hues we - have stated can be 
shown by hiding each in succession behind a bar (Jaced in 
the field of view. It has also been confirmed in a very 
striking manner by spectroscopic inyestigation ; for we see 
that the blue star has experienced a special absorption of 
the red rays, while the more ruddy light of the other star 
has arisen from the absorption of the blue rays. The con* 
trast of the colours in this object can often be very effsetirely 
sem by putting the eye*piece out of focus The discs thus 
product show the contrast of colours better than when the 
telescope exhibits merely two stellar points. 

Such are a few of these double and multiple stars. Their 
numbers are being annually augmented ; indeed, one ob- 
server — Professor -Humhara, formerly on the staft’ of the Lick 
Observatory, and afterwards astronomer in the Yerkes Ob- 
servatory— has added by his own researches more than 1,000 
new doubles to the list of those previously known. 

The interest in this class of otgects must necessarily be 
increased when we reflect that, small as the stars appear to 
be in our telescopes, they are in reality suns of great size 
and splendour, in many oases rivalling our own sun, or, per- 
haps, even surpassing him. Whether these suns have planets 
at ten d in g upou them we cannot tell ; the %ht reflected from 
such planets would be utterly inadequate to the penetration of 
the vast extent of space which separates ys from the stars. 
If there be planets surrounding th^ objects, then, instead 
of a tingle sun, such planets will be illuminated by two, or, 
pmhaps, even mote suns. What wondrous effects of light 
wr ^d j«b*de must be the result ! Sometimes both suns will be 
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above the horizon tc^ther, sometimes only one sun, and 
sometimes both will be absent. Especially remarkable would 
be the condition of a planet whose suns were of the coloured 
type. Tonlay we have a red sun illuminating the heavraa, 
to-morrow it would be a blue sun, and, perhaps, the day 
after both the red sun and the blue sun will be in the firma- 
ment together. What endless variety of scenery such a thought 
suggests I There are, however, grave dynamical reasoirs for 
doubting whether the conditions under which such a planet 
would exist could be made compatible with life in any degree 
resembling the life with which we are familiar. The problem 
of the movement of a planet under the influence of two suns 
is one of the most difficult that has ever been proposed to 
mathematicians, and it is, indeed, impossible in the present 
state of analysis to solve with accuracy all the questions 
which it impHes. It seems not at all unlikely -that the dis- 
turbances of the planet’s orbit would be so great that it 
would be exposed to vicissitudes of light and of temperature 
far transcending those experienced by a planet moving, like 
the earth, under the supreme control of a single sun. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

THE DISTANCES OF THE STABS. 

Soiinding*line for Space— The Labours of Bessel— Meaning of Annual Parallax 
— Minuteness of the Parallactic Ellipse Illustrated— The Case of 61 Oygni— 
—Different Comparison Stars used— The Proper Motion of the Star-— Struve’s 
Investigations— Can they be Beconciledf— Besearches at Dunsink— Conclusion 
obtained — Accuracy which such Observations admit Examined— The Proper 
Motion of 61 Cygni— The Permanence of the Sidereal Heavens — The New 
Star in Cygnus— Its History— No Appreciable Parallax— A Mighty Outburst 
of Light— The Movement of the Solar System through Space — Herschel’s 
Discovery— Journey towards Lyra— Probabilities. 

Wb have long known the dimenidons of the solar system with 
more or less accuracy. Our knowledge includes the distances 
of the planets and the comets from the sun, as well as their 
movementa We have also considerable knowledge of the 
diameters and the masses of many of the different bodies 
which belong to the solar system. We have long known, in 
fact, many details of the isolated group' nestled t<gether under 
the protec.tion of the sua The problem for consideration in 
the present chapter involves a still grander survey than is 
required for measures of our solar system. We propose to 
cany the sounding-line across the vast abyss which separates 
the group of bodies closely associated about our sun from the 
other stars which are scattered through the realms of spaoci 
For centuries the great problem of star distance has engaged 
the attention of those who have studied the heavens. It 
would be impossible to attempt here even an outline of the 
various researches which have been made on the subject Jh 
the limited survey which we can make, we must glance first 
at the remarkable speculative efforts which have been (hrected 
to the problem, and then we shall refer to those labours whidk 
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bave introduced the problem into the r^on of accurate 
astronomy. 

No attempt to solve the problem of the ahsblute distanoee 
of the stars was successful until many years after Herschel's 
labours were closed. Fresh generations of astronomers, armed 
with firesh appliances, have for many years pursued the 
subject with unremitting diligence, but for a long time the 
effort seemed hopeless. The distances of the stars were so 
great that they could not be ascertained until the utmost 
refinements of mechanicid skill and the most elaborate 
methods of mathematical calculation were brought to con* 
verge on the difficulty. At last it was found that the 
problem was beginning to yield. A few stars have been 
induced to disclose the secret of their distance. We are able 
to ]|^ve some answer to the question — How far are the stars ? 
though it must be confessed that our reply up to the presmt 
moment is both hesitating and imperfect. Even the little 
knowledge which has been g^ed possesses interest and 
importance. As often happens in similar cases, the discovery 
of the distuice of a star was made independently about the 
same time by two or three astronomers. The name of Bessel 
stands out conspicuously in this memorable chapter of 
astronomy. Bessel proved (1840) that the distance of the 
star known as 61 Cygni was a measurable quantity. His 
demonstration possessed such unanswerable logic that uni* 
versal assent could not be withheld. Almost simultaneously 
with the classical labours of Bessel we have Struve's measure* 
ment of the distance of and Henderson’s .determination 
of the distance of the southern star a Centaurl Great interest 
was excited in the astronomical world these discoveries, 
and the Boyal Astronomical Society awarded its gold medal 
to Bessd. It appropriately devolved on Sir John Hetsdiel 
to deliver the address on the occasion of the presentation oi 
the medal: that address is a most eloquent tribute to the 
labours of the three astronomers. We caimot recast quoting 
the few lines in wtuch Sir John said : — 

"Gentiemcoi of the Boyal Astronomioal Sod6ty«— I oon* 
gratulate you and myself that we have lived to see tint great 
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and hitherto impassable barriw to our excursion into the sidereal 
umverse, that barrier against which we hare chafed so kmg 
and so vainly wagnsto IvtnMe amndi — almost 
simultaneously overleaped at three cQfferent points. It is the 
greatest and most glorious triumph which practical astronomy 
has ever witnessed. Perhaps I ought not to speak so strongly ; 
p«haps 1 should hold some reserve in fovour of the bare 
possibility that it may be all an illusion, and that futniie 
researches, as they have repeatedly before, so may now &U 
to substantiate this noble result But I confess myself unequal 
to such prudence under such exdtement Let us rather 
accept the joyful omens of the time, and trust that, as the 
barrier has begun to yield, it will speedily be effectually 
prostrated.” 

Before proceeding further, it will be convenient to explain 
briefly bow the distance of a star can be measured. The 
problem is one of a wholly different character from that of 
the sun’s distance, which we have already discussed in these 
pagea The observations for the determination of stdlar 
parallax are founded on the fluniliar truth that the earth 
revolves around the sua We may for our present purpose 
assume that the earth revolves in a circular path. The centre 
of that path is at the centre of the sun, and the radius of 
the path is 92,900,000 miles. Owii^ to our position on the 
earth, we observe the stars from a point of view which is 
constantly clumging. In summer the earth is 185,800,000 
miles distant from the position which it occupies in 
winter. It follows that the apiarmit positions of tho stars, 
as projected on the baokgroimd of the sky, must present 
oonesponcUng changes. We do not now mean that the 
actual positions of the stars are really displaced. The changes 
are only apparent, and while oblivious of our own motion, 
which produces the displacements, we attribute the changes 
to the stars. 

On the diagram in Ftg. 93 is an ellipse with oertain months 
— vix, January, April, July, October— marked upon its ciroom* 
tomoe. This ellipse may be regarded aa a miniature {dcturc 
rtf the earth’s orldt around the sun. In January the earth 



4U THE STOUT OF THE HEAVENS. 

is aC the spot so marked; in April it has moved a quarter 
of the whole journey; and so on round the whole circle, re> 
turning to its original position in the course of one year. 
When we look from the position of the earth in January, we 
see the star A projected against the point of the sky marked 1, 
Three months later the observer with his telescope is carried 
round to April; but he now sees the star projected to the 
position marked 2. Thus, as the observer moves around the 
whole orbit in the annu al revolution of the earth, so the star 



appears to move round in an ellipse on the background of 
the sky. In the technical language of astronomers, we speak 
of this as the parallactic ellipse, and it is by measuring the 
major axis of t^ ellipse that we determine the distance of 
the star from the sun. Half of this major axis, or, what 
comes to the same thing, the angle which the radius of the 
earth’s orbit subtends as seen from the star, is called the 
star’s “annual parallax.” 

The figure shows another star, b, more disbmt from the 
earth and the sdar system generally than the star previoudy 
oonddered. This star also describes an elliptic path. We 
cannot, however, fiul to notice that die parallactic ellipse 
betoQging .to b is much smaller thca of a. 
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diSwenoe in the sizes of the ellipses arises fnm the 
different distances of the stars from the earth. * The 
nearer the star is to the earth the greater is the ellipse, so 
that the nearest star in the heavens will describe the largest 
elUpse, while the most distant star will describe the smallest 
ellipse. We thus see that the distance of the star is in* 

versely proportional to the size of the ellipse, and if we 

measure the angular value of the major axis of the ellipse, 

then, by an exceedingly simple mathematical calculaticm, 
the distance of the star can be expreiused as a multiple of a 
radius of the earth’s orbit Assuming that radius to be 

92,900,000 miles, the distance of the star is obtained 
simple arithmetic. The difficulty in the process arises from 
the fact that these ellipses are so small that our micrometers 
often fail to detect them. 

How shall we adequately describe the extreme minute- 
ness of the parallactic ellipses in the case of even the nearest 
stars ? In the technical language of astronomers, we may 
state that the longest diameter of the ellipse never subtend 
an angle of more than one and a half seconds. In a some- 
what more popular manner, we would say that one thousand 
times the major axis of the very largest parallactic ellipse 
would not be as great as the diameter of the full moon. For 
a still more simple illustration, let us endeavour to think of 
a penny-piece placed at a distance of two miles, If looked 
at edgeways it will be linear, if tilted a little it would be 
elliptic ; but the ellipse would, even at that distance, be 
greater than the greatest parallactic ellipse of any star in 
the sky. Suppose a sphere descnbed around an observer, 
with a radius of two miles. A penny-piece could be placed on 
this sphere, in front of each of the stars, so that every parallactic 
ellipse would be totally concealed 

The star in the Swmi known as 61 Cygni is not remaurkable 
either for its size or for its br^htness. It Is barely visible to 
the unaided eye, and there are some thousands of stars which 
are i^parently huger and brighter. It is, however, a very 
interesting example of that remarkable class of objects known 
as double stars It consists of two nearly equal stars close 
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t<^her, and evidently connected by a bond of mutual attrac- 
tion.' The attention of astronomers is also specially directed 
towards the star by its large proper motion. In virtue of 
that proper motion, the two components are carried together 
over the sky at the rate of five seconds annually. A proper 
motion of this magnitude is extremely rare, yet we do not 
say it is unparalleled, for there are some few stars which 
have a proper motion even more rapid; but the remarkable 
duplex character of 61 Cygni, combined with the large proper 
motion, render it an unique object, at all events, in the 
northern hemisphere. 

When Bessel proposed to undertake the great research with 
which his name will be for ever connected, he determined to 
devote one, or two, or three years to the continuous observa- 
tions of one star, with the view of measuring carefully its 
parallactic ellipsa How was he to select the object on which 
so much labour was to be expended? It was all-importimt 
to choose a star which should prove sufficiently near to 
reward his efforts by exhibiting a measurable parallax. Yet 
he could have but little more than surmise and analogy 
as a gfuide It occurred to him that the exceptional 
features of 61 Cygni afforded the necessary presumption, 
and he determined to apply the process of observation 
to this star. He devoted the greater part of three years to 
the work, and succeeded in discovering its distance firom 
the earth. 

Since the date of Sir John Herschel’s address, 61 Cygni 
has received the devoted and scarcely remitted attention (ff 
astronomers. In fact, we might say that each succeeding 
generation undertakes a new discussion of the distance of 
this star, with the view of confirming or of criticising the 
original discovery of Bessel The diagram here g^ven 
(Fig. 94) is intended to illustrate the history of 61 C^gni 
during the period under consideration. 

When Bessel engaged in his labours, the pair of stars 
forming the double were at the point indicated on the diagram 
by the date 1838. The next epoch occurred fifteen years 
later, when Otto Struve undertook his researches, and the 
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pair of Stars had by that time moved to the position marked 
1863. Finally, when the object was observed at Dunsink Ob* 
sorvatory a quarter of a century later, the pair had made still 
another advance, to the position indicated by the date 1878. 
Thus, in forty years this double star had moved over an arc 
of the heavens upwards of three minutes in length. The actual 



path is, indeed, more complicated than a simple rectilinear move- 
ment. The two stars which fonn the double have a certain relative 
velocity, in consequence of their mutual attraction. By observa- 
tions made from the two stars marked with his name !^ssel con- 
cluded the distance to be 60,000,000,000,000 miles. In like manner 
Struve using the comparison star indicated by his name concluded 
that the distance of 61 Cygni was 40,000,000,000,000 miles. 

The case of 61 C^gni is, however, exceptidnal. It is one 
of our nearest neighbours in the heavem We can never 
find its dbUmce accurately to one or two billions of miles; 
but still we have a consciousness (hat an uncertainty amounting 
to twenty billions is too laige a percentage of the whole. 
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We shall presently show that we believe Struve was right, 
yet it does not necessarily follow that Bessel was wrong. 
The apparent paradox can be easily explained. It would 
not be easily explained if Struve had used the same com- 
parison star as Bessel had done; but Struve’s comparison 
star was different from either of Bessel’s, and this is prob- 
ably the cause of the diserepancy. It will be recollected 
that the essence of the process consists of the comparison 
of the small ellipse made by the distant star with the 
larger ellipse made by the nearer star. If the two stars 
were at the same distance, the process would be wholly 
inapplicable. In such a case, no matter how near the stars 
were to the earth, no parallax could be detected. For the 
method to be completely successful, the comparison star 
should be at least eight times as &r as the principal star. 
Bearing this in mind, it is quite possible to reconcile the 
measures of Bessel with those of Struva We need only 
assume that Bessel’s comparison stars are about three times 
as far as 61 Cygni, while Struve’s comparison star is at 
least eight or ten times as far. We may add that, as the 
comparison stars used by Bessel are brighter than that of 
Struve, there really is a presumption that the latter is tiie 
most distant of the three. 

We have here a characteristic feature of this method of 
determining parallax. Even if all the observations and the 
reductions of a parallax series were mathematically correct, 
we could not with strict propriety describe the final residt 
as the parallax of one star. It is only the difference between 
the parallax of the star and that of the comparison star. 
We can therefore only assert that the parallax sought 
cannot be less than the quantity determine Viewed in 
this manner, the discrepancy between Struve and Bessel 
vanishes. Bessel asserted that the distance of 61 Cygni 
could not be more than sixty billions of miles. Struve did 
not contradict this — ^nay, he certainly confirmed it-7-when 
he showed chat the distance could not be more than forty 
billions. 

Half a centuiy has elapsed since Struve made his ob- 
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MirvfttioQa Those observations have certainly been chal* 
l«Qged; but they are, on the whole, confirmed by othw 
investigationa In a critical review of the subject Auwers 
showed that Struve’s determination is worthy of oomnderable 
confidence. Yet, notwithstanding this authoritative announce* 
ment, the study of 61 Cygni has been repeatedly re* 
Burned. Dr. Brtlimow, when Astronomer Boyal of Ireland, 
comm^ced a series of observations on the parallax of 
61 Oygni, which were continued and completed by the present 
writer, his successor. BrUimow chose a fourth comparison star 
(marked on the diagram), different firom any of those which 
had been used by the earlier observers. The method of 
observing which Brtinnow employed was quite different firom 
that of Struve, though the filar micromet^ was used in both 
cases. Brtinnow sought to determine the parallactio ellipse 
by measuring the difference in declination between 61 Cygni 
and the comparison star.* In the course of a year it is found 
that the difference in declination undergoes a periodic change, 
and firom that change the parallactic ellipse can be computed 
In the first series of observations I measured the difference of 
declination between the preceding star of 61 Cygni and the 
comparison star; in the second series I took the other com* 
ponent of 61 Cygni and the same comparison star. We had 
thus two completely independent determinations of the parallax 
resulting firom two years’ work. The first of these makes the 
distance forty billions of miles, and the second makes it almost 
exactly the sama There can be no doubt that this work 
supports Struve’s determination in correction of Bessel’s, and 
therefore we may perhaps sum up the present state of our 
knowledge of this question by saying that the distance of 
61 Cygni is much nearer to the forty billions of miles which 
Struve found than to the sixty billions which Bessel found t 
It is desirable to give the reader the means of forming 

* The dddination ol a etair is the a»o dmwit fjtom th^ atar to the equator at 
rifirht angles to the latter. ^ 

t The distaiioe ot 61 Cygni has, howsTer, again been inresligafted by BrolEMSor 
Asaph Hall, dt Wadiiogtofn, who has obtaini^ a result eonsideti^ kps than hsA 
been preykasly supposed ; on the other hand, Ptofessor Piltohard*ii |ihotoginpbio 
mpaiK^ are In poainnatkn at Punsink^ 

29 
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his own opinion as to the quality of the evidenoe whkdi k 
avdlable in sabh Msearohes. The diagrun in Fig. 95 here 
shown has been constructed with this object. It is intended 
to illustrate the second series of observations of difference of 
declination which were made at Dunsink Each of the dots 
represents one night’s observationa The height of ibe dot 



is the observed difference of declination between 61 (B) Oygni 
and the comparison star. The distance along the horizontal 
line — or the abscissa* as a mathematician would call it — ^repre- 
sents the datei These observations are grouped more or less 
regularly in the vicinity of a certain curve. That curve 
expresses where the obs^arions should have been, had they 
bew absolutely perfect. The distances betwe^ the dots and 
the curve may be r^rded as the errors which have bem 
committed ip mahing the observations. 

Perhaps it will be thmight that in many cases these errors 
appcMT to have attained very undeslrshle dimmrions, Zjet us, 
thereiforet hak^en to asty that it was pieoisdly for (he purpose 
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oi setting forth these mors that this diagram has berai shown ; 
we have to exhibit the weakness of the case no less than its 
strffl^h. The errors of the observations are not, however, 
intrinsically so great as might at first sight be imagined 
To perceive this, it is only necessary to interpret the scale 
on which this diagram has been drawn by comparison Vith 
fiumtiar standards. The distance from the very top of the 
curve to the horizontal line denotes an angle of oidy foor-' 
tenths of a second. This is abont the apparent diameter of 
a penny-piece at a distance of ten mUea ! . We can now appraise 
the true magnitude of the errors which have been made It 
will be noti^ that no one of the dots is distant from the 
curve by much more than half of the height of the cnrva 
It thus appears that the greatest error in the whole series 
of observations amounts to but two or three tenths of a 
second This is equivalent to our having pointed the telescope 
to the upper edge of a penny-piece fifteen or tw«ity miles off, 
instead of to the lower edge This is not a great blunder. 
A rifle team whose errors in pointing were more than a hundred 
times as great might still easily win every prize at Bisley. 

We have entered into the history of 61 Cygni with some 
detail, because it is the star whose distance has be^ mosrti 
studied We do not say that 61 C^gni is the nearest of all 
the stars; it would, indeed, be very rash to assert that any 
particular star was the nearest of all the countless millions 
in the heavenly host. We certainly know one star which 
seems nearer than 61 Cygni ; it lies in one of the southern 
constellations, and its name is a dentauri. This star is, in- 
deed, of memorable interest in the history of the subject. 
Its parallax was first determined at the Cape of Good Hope 

Henderson ; subsequent researches have confirmed his 
observations, and the elaborate investigations of Dr. Gill 
have proved that the parallax of this star is about three* 
quarters of a second, so that it is only two-thirds of the 
distance of 61 Cygni 

61 (Tj^ni arrested our attention, in the first instance, by 
the mrcumstanoe that it hod the huge proper motion of fivq 
MMonds annually. We have also ascwtained that the annmd 
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parallax is about half a second. The combination of these 
two statanents leads to a result of considerable interest. It 
teaches us that 61 Cygni must each year traverse a distance 
of not less than ten times the radius of the earth’s orbit. 
Translating this into ordinary figures, we learn that this star 
must travel nine hundred and twenty million miles per annum. 
It must move between two and three million miles each day, 
but this can only be accomplished by maintaining the pro* 
digious velocity of thirty miles per second. There seems to 
be no escape from this conclusion. The facts which we 
have described, and which are now sufficiently well estab* 
lished, are inconsistent with the supposition that the velocity 
of 61 Cygni is less than thirty miles per second ; the velocity 
may be greater, but less it cannot be. 

For the last hundred and fifty years we know that 61 
Cygni has been moving in the same direction and with 
the same velocity. Prior to the existence of tho telescope 
we have no observation to guide us; we cannot, therefore, 
be absolutely certain as to the earlier history of this star, 
yet it is only reasonable to suppose that 61 C^gni has been 
moving from remote antiquity with a velocity comparable 
with that it has at present If disturbing influences were 
entirely absent, there could be no trace of doubt about the 
matter. Some disturbing influence, however, there must be; 
the only question is whether that disturbing influence is 
sufficient to modify seriously the assumption we have made. 
A powerful disturbing influence might greatly alter the velocity 
of the star ; it might deflect the star from its rectilinear course; 
it might even force the star to move around a closed orbit. 
We do not, however, believe that any disturbing influence of 
this magnitude need be contemplated, and there can be no 
reasonable doubt that 61 Cygni moves at present in a path 
very nearly straight, and with a velocity very nearly uniform. 

As the distance of 61 Cygni from the sun is forty billions 
of miles, and its velocity is thirty miles a second, it is easy 
to find how loi^ the star would take to accomplish a 
j(Mimey equal to its distance from the sun. The time re* 
qoired will be about 40,000 years. In the last 400,000 yean 
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61 Cygni Trill have moved over a distance ten times as fpeesA 
as its present distance irom the sun, whatever be the direo< 
tion of motion. This star amst therefore have been about ten 
times as &r from the earth 400,000 years ago as it is at present. 
Though this q)odh is incredibly more remote than any his- 
torical record, it is perhaps not incomparable with the dura- 
tion of the human race ; while compared with the vast lapse 
of geological time, such periods seem trivial and ins^nificant 
Geologists have long ago repudiated mere thousands of years ; 
they now claim millions, and many millions of years, for the 
performance of geological phenomena. If the earth has existed 
for the millions of years which geologists assert, it becomes 
reasonable for astronomers to speculate on the phenomena 
which have transpired in the heavens in the lapse of similar 
ages. By the aid of our knowledge of star distances, com- 
bined with an assumed velocity of thirty miles per second, 
we can make the attempt to peer back into the remote past, 
and show how great are the changes which our universe 
seems to have undergone. 

In a million years 61 Cygni will apparently have moved 
through a distance which is twenty-five times as great as its 
present distance from the sum Whatever be the direction in 
which 61 Cygni is moving — whether it be towards the earth 
or from the earth, to the right or to the left, it must have 
been about twenty-five times as for off a million years ago 
as it is at present ; but even at its present distance 61 Cygni 
is a small star; were it ten times as for it could only be 
seen with a good telescope; were it twenty-five times as &r 
it would barely be a visible point in our greatest telescopes. 

The conclusions arrived at with r^rd to 61 Cygni may 
be applied with varying degrees of emphasis to other stars. 

’ We are thus led to the conclusion that many of the stars 
with which the heavens are strewn are apparently in slow 
motion. But this motion though apparently slow may really 
be very rapid. When standing on the sea-shore, and looking 
at a steamer on the distant horizon, we can hardly notice 
that the steamer is moving. It is true that by looking agtun 
in a few minutes we can detect a change in its place; but 
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the motion of the ste&mer seems slow. Yet if we were near 
the steamer we would find that it was rushing along at the 
rate of many miles an hour. It is the distance which causes 
the illusion. So it is with the stars: they seem to move 
slowly because they are very distant, but were we near 
them, we could see that in the majority of cases their motions 
are a thousand times as fast as the quickest steamer that 
ever ploughed the ocean. 

It thus appears that the permanaice of the sidereal 
heavens, and the fixity of the constellations in their relative 
positions, are only ephemeral When we rise to the contem- 
plation of such vast periods of time as the researches of 
geol(^ disclose, the durability of the constellations vanishes! 
In the lapse of those stupendous ages stars and constellations 
gradually dissolve from view, to be replaced by others of no 
greater permanence. 

It not unfrequently happens that a parallax research 
proves abortive. The labour has been finished, the observa- 
tions are reduced and discussed, and yet no value of the 
parallax can be obtained. The distance of the star is so 
vast that our base-line, although it is nearly two hundred 
millions of miles long, is too short to bear any appreciable 
ratio to the distance of the star. Even frum such failures, 
however, information may often be drawn. 

Let me illustrate this by an account derived from my 
own experience at Dunsink. We have already mentioned 
that on the 24th November, 1876, a well-known astronomer — 
Dr. Schmidt, of Athens — ^noticed a new bright star of the 
third m^nitude in the constellation Cygnus. On the 20th 
of November Nova Cygni was invisible. Whether it firat 
burst forth on the 2l8t, 22nd, or 23rd no one can tell; but 
on the 24th it was discovered. Its brilliancy even then 
seemed to be waning; so, presumably, it was br^htest at some 
moment between the 20th and 24th of November. The 
outbreak must thus have been compaxatively sudden, and 
we know of no cause whidh would account for such a phe> 
nomenon more simply than a ^gantio collision. The decline 
in the brilUani^ was much more tardy than its growth, and 



TBH DISTANCES OF TSE STABS. m 

more theo a fortxii^t passed before the atar relapsed into 
isi^mfioaiioe-^two or three days (or less) for the rise, 'two 
«r tlixee weeks fot the fall Yet even two or three weeks 
was a short time in which to extinguish so mi^ty a confla* 
gtaticm. It is oomparatively ea^ to suggest an explanation 
of the sadden outbreak; it is not equally easy to under- 
ttand how it can have been subdued in a few weeks. A good- 
sized iron casting in one of our foundries takes nearly as 
much time to cool as sufficed to abate the celestial fires in 
Nova Ojrgnil 

On this ground it seemed not unreasonable to suppose 
that perhaps Nova Cygni was not really a very extensive 
conflagration. But, if such were the case, the star must have 
been comparatively near to the earth, since it presented so 
brilliant a spectacle and attracted so much attention. It 
therefore fq>pesred a plausible object for a parallax research; 
Mid consequently a series of observations were made some 
years ago at Dunsink. I was at the time too much engaged 
with other work to devote very much labour to a research 
which might, after all, only prove illusoiy. I simply made a 
sufficient number of micrometric measurements to test whether 
a Umye parallax existed It has been already pointed out how 
each star appeMs to describe a minute parallactic ellipse, in 
consequence of the annual motion of the earth, and by measure- 
ment of this ellipse the parallax — and therefore the distance 
—-of the star can be determined. In ordinary circum- 
stances, when the parallax of a star is being investigated, ifi 
is necessary to measure the position of the star in its ellipse 
on many different occasions, distributed over a period of at 
least an entire year. The method we adopted was much less 
laborioua It was sufficiently accurate to test whether or 
not Nova Cygni had a large parallax, though it might not 
have hem delicate enough to disclose a small parallax, A( 
a certain date, which can be readily computed, the star is 
at one end of the parallactio ellipse, and six months later 
the star is at the other end By choosing suitable times iii 
the year for our observations, we can measure the star in 
those two positions when it is most deranged by parallax, 
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It 1708 by observations of this kind that ve sought to detect the 
parallax of Nova Cygni But the distance of this wonderful 
star Kras too great to be measured by observations of this 
kind. It is certain that if Nova Cygni had be^ one of the 
nearest stars these observations would not have been abortive. 
We are tho^fore entitled to believe that Nova Cygni, must 
be at least 20,000,000,000,000 miles from the solar i^stem; 
and the suggestion that the brilliant outburst was ot small 
dimounons must, it seems, be abandoned. The intrinsic 
brightness of Nova Cygni, when at its best, cannot have been 
greatly if at all inferior to the brilliancy of our sun himself. 
If the sun were withdrawn from us to the distance of Nova 
Cygni, it would seemingly have dwindled down to an object 
not more brilliant than the variable star. How the lustre 
of such a stupendous object declined so rapidly remains, 
therefore, a mystery not easy to explain. Have we not said 
that the outbreak of brilliancy in this star occurred between 
the 20th and 24th of November, 1876 ? It would be 
more correct to say that the tidings of that outbreak reached 
our system at the time referred to. The real outbreak must 
have taken place at least three years previously. Indeed, 
at the time that the star excited such commotion in the 
astronomical world here, it had already relapsed again into 
insignificance. 

The new star of Perseus in 1901 was also found to be at un- 
measurably great distance. Photographs of this star taken both 
at Yerkes and Lick Observatories showed that it gave rise to a 
nebula which, to the amazement of astronomers, seemed to be 
travelling with the velocity of light ! 

In coxmection with the subject of the present chapter we 
have to consider a great problem which was proposed by Sir 
William HerscheL He saw that the stars were animat^ by 
proper motion; he saw also that the sun is a star, one of 
the countless host of heaven, and he was therefore led to 
propound the stupendous question as to whether the sun, 
Uke the other stars which are its peers, was also in motion. 
Consider all that this great question involves. The sun has 
around it a retinue planets and their attendant satellites, 
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the comets, and a host of smaller bodies. The question 
is whether this superb 83rstem is revolving around the 
sun at rest in the middle, or whether the whole system 
— sun, planets, and comets— is not moving on bodily through 
space. 

Herschel was the first to solve this noble problem; he 
discovered that our sun and the splendid retinue by which 
it is attended are moving in space. He not only discovered 
this, but he ascertained the direction in which the system was 
moving, as well as the approximate velocity with which that 
movement was probably performed. It has been shown that the 
sun and his system is now hastening towards a point of the 
heavens near the constellation Lyra. The velocity with which 
the motion is performed corresponds to the magnitude of the 
system; quicker than the swiftest rifle-bullet that was ever 
fired, the sun, bearing with it the earth and all the other 
planets, is now sweeping onwards. We on the earth participate 
in that motion. Every half hour we are something like ten 
thousand miles nearer to the constellation of Lyra than we 
should have been if the solar system were not animated by 
this motion. As we are proceeding at this stupendous rate 
towards Lyra, it might at first be supposed that we ought 
soon to get there; but the distances of the stars in that 
neighbourhood seem not less than those of the stars elsewhere, 
and we may be certain that the sun and his system must 
travel at the present rate for far more than a million years 
before we have crossed the abyss between our prestot position 
and the frontiers of Lyra. It must, however, be acknowledged 
that our estimate of the actual speed with which our solar 
system is travelling is exceedingly uncertain, but this does not 
in the least affect the fact that we are moving in the direction 
first approximately indicated by HersoheL 

It remains to explain the method of reasoning which 
Herschel adopted, by which he was able to make this great 
discovery. It may sound strange to hear that the detection 
of the motion of the aun was not made by looking at the 
sun; all the observations of the luminary itself with all the 
telescopes in the world would never tell us of that motum, 
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for the simple reason that the earth, whence our oheerva- 
tions must be made, participates in it A passenger in the 
cabin of a ship usually becomes aware that the ship is moving 
by t^e roughness of the sea. The tables and chairs in the cabin 
are moving as rapidly as the ship, yet we do not generally see 
diem moving, because we are also travelling with the ship. If 
we could not go out of the cabin nor look through die windows, 
and if the seas were perfectly calm and there was no vibradon, 
we would hardly know whether the ship was moving or at rest ; 
nor could we have any idea as to the direcdon in which the 
ship was goiz^, or as to the velocity with which that modon 
was performed. 

The sun, with his attendant host of planets and satellites, 
may be likened to the ship. The planets may revolve around 
the sun just as the passengers may move about in the cabin, 
but as the passengers, by looking at objects on board, can never 
tell whither the ship is going, so we, % merely looking at the 
sun, or at the other planets or members of the solar system, 
can never tell if our system as a whole is in motion. 

The condidons of a perfecdy uniform movement along a 
perfectly calm sea are not often fulfilled on the waters with 
which we are acquainted, but the course of the sun and his 
system is untroubled by any disturbance, so that the majesdc 
progress is conducted with absolute uniformity. We .do not 
feel the motu>n ; and as all the planets are traveling with us, 
we can get no information from them as to the common motion 
1^ whi(^ the whole system is animated. 

The passengers are, however, at once apprised of the ship’s 
motion when they go on deck, and when they look at die 
sea surrounding them. Let us suppose that their voyage is 
nearly accomplished, that the distant land appears in sight, 
and, as evening approaches, the harbour is discerned into 
which the ship is to mter. Let us suppose that the harbour 
has, as is often the case, a narrow entrance, and that its mouth 
is indicated by a lighthouse on each side. When the harbour 
is sdll a long way off, near the horizon, the two lights are 
seen close togedier, and now that the evenug has closed in, 
and the i^ht has become quite dark, these two lights are all 
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dukt remain -dMible. While the ship is still some miles firom 
its destination the two %hts seem close together, hut as the 
distance decreases the two lights seem to open out; gradually 
the ship gets nearer, while the lights are still opening, till 
finally, wh^ the ship enters the harbour, instead of the two 
lights bdng directly in front, as at the commencement, one of 
the lights is passed by on the right hand, while the other is 
idmilarly found on the left If, then, we are to diScoTer the 
motion of the solar system, we must, like the passenger, look at 
objects unconnected with our sjrstem, and learn our own moti(m 
by their apparent movements. But are there any objects in 
the heavens unconnected with our system? If all the stars 
were like the earth, merely the appendages of our sun, thmi 
we never could discover whether we were at rest or whether 
we were in motion: our system might be in a condition of 
absolute rest, or it might be hurrying on with an inconceivably 
great velocity, for anything we could tell to the contrary. But 
the stars do not belong to the system of our sun; they are, 
rather, suns themselves, and do not recognise the sway of 
our sun, as this earth is obliged to do. The stars will, there- 
fore, act as the external objects by which we can test whether 
our system is voyaging through spaca 

With the stars as our beacons, what ought we to expect 
if our system be really in motion ? Remember that when 
the ship was approaching the harbour the lights gradually 
opened out to the right and left. But the astronomer has 
also lights by which he can observe the navigation of that 
vast craft, our solar system, and these lights will indicate 
the path along which he is boma If our solar system be 
in motion, we should expect to find that the stars were 
gradually spreading away from that point in the heavens 
towards which our motion tends. This is precisely what 
we do find The stars in the constellations are g^ually 
spreading away from a central point near the constellation 
of Lyra, and hence we infer that it is towards Lyra that the 
motion of the solar s^tem is directed 

There is one great difficulty in the discussion of this ques-^ 
tion. Have we not had occasion to observe that the stars 
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themselves are in actual motion? It seems certain that 
every star, including the sun himself as a star, has each an 
individual motion of its own. The motions of the stuns 
as we see them are partly apparent as well as partly real; 
they partly arise from the actual motion of each star and 
partly from the motion of the sun, in which we partake, and 
which produces an apparent motion of the star. How are 
these to be discriminated ? Our telescopes and our obser- 
vations can never effect this decomposition directly. To accom- 
plish the analysis, Herschel resorted to certain geometrical 
methods. His materials at that time were but scanty, but 
in his hands they proved adequate, and he boldly announced 
his discovery of the movement of the solar system. 

So astounding an announcement demanded the severest 
test which the most refined astronomical resources could 
suggest There is a certain powerful and subtle method which 
astronomers use in the effort to interpret nature. Bishop Butler 
has said that probability is the guide of life. The proper motion 
of a star has to be decomposed into two parts, one real and the 
other apparent When several stars are taken, we may con- 
ceive an infinite number of ways into which the movements 
of each star can be so decomposed. Each one of these conceiv- 
able divisions will have a certain element of probability in 
its favour. It is the business of the mathematician to deter- 
mine the amount of that probability. The case, then, is as 
follows :-Among all the various systems one must be true. 
We cannot lay our finger for certain on the true one, but we 
can take that which has the highest degree of probability in 
its favour, and thus follow the precept of Butler to which 
we have already referred. A mathematician would describe 
his process by calling it the method of least squarea Since 
HerscheTs dii^overy, one hundred years ago, many an astron- 
omer using- observations of hundreds of stars has attacked the 
same problem. Mathematicians have exhausted every refine- 
ment which the theory of probabilities can afford, but only to 
confirm the truth of that splendid theory which seems to have 
heea one of the flashes of Herschd’s geniua 
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We have already mentioned Saturn as one of the most glorious 
telescopic spectacles in the heavena Setting aside the obvious 
claims of the sun and of the moon, there are, perhaps, two other 
objects visible imm these latitudes which rival Saturn in the 
splendour and the interest of their telescopic picture. One of 
these objects is the star cluster in Hercules; the other is the 
great nebula in Orioa We take these objects as typical of the 
two great classes of bodies to be discussed in this chapter, under 
the head of Star Clusters and Nebuka 

The stars, which to the number of several millions Ulumine 
the sky, are not scattered uniformly. We can see that while 
some regions are comparatively barren, others contain stars in 
profnsioa Sometimes we have a small group, like the Pleiades ; 
sometimes we have a stupendous region of the heavens strewn 
over with stars, as in the Milky Way. Such objects are called 
star clusters. We find eveiy variety in the clusters ; sometimes 
the stars are remarkable for their brilliancy, sometime for their 
mormons numbers, and sometimes for the remarkable form in 
which they are grouped. Sometimes a star cluster is adorned 
with briUiantly>ooloured stars ; smnetlmes the lumi&oUB 
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points are so close tc^ether that their separate rays ou^ 
not be discriminated; sometimes the stars are so minute 
or so distant that the cluster is barely distinguishable from a 
nebula. 

Of the clusters remarkable at once both for richness and 
brilliancy of the individual stars, we may mention the cluster in 
the Sword-handle of Perseua The position of this object is 
marked on Fig. 83, pi^ 415.* To the undded eye a hazy spot is 
visible, which in the telescope expands into twaclusters separated 
by a short distance. In each of them we have innumerable stars, 
crowded together so as to dll the field of view of the telescope. 
The splendour of this object may be appreciated when we reflect 
that each one of these stars is itself a brilliant sun, perhaps 
rivalling our own sun in lustre. There are, however, regions in 
the heavens near the Southern Cross, of course invisible from 
northern latitudes, in which parts of the Milky Way present a 
richer appearance even than the cluster in Perseua 

The most striking type of star cluster is well exhibited in 
the constellation of Herculea In this case we have a group of 
minute stars apparently in a roughly globular form. Fig. 96 
represents this object as seen in Lord Bosse’s great telescope, and 
it shows three radiating streaks, in which the stars seem less 
numerous than elsewhwe. It is estimated that this cluster must 
contain from 1,000 to 2,000 stars, all concentrated into an ex- 
tremely small part of the heavena Viewed in a very small 
telescope, this object resembles a nebula The position of the 
cluster in Hercules is shown in a diagram previously given 
(Fig. 88, page 420). This is the glorious aggr^tion of stars 
to which we have already referred as one of the three especially 
interesting objects in the heavena 

The Mil^ Way forms a girdle which, with more or less 
regularity, sweeps completely around the heavens ; and when 
viewed with the telescope, is seen to consist of mjrria^ of minute 
stara In some places the stars are much more numerous than 
elsewhere. All these stars are incomparably more distant than 
the sun, which they surroimd, so it is evident that our sun 
and, of course, the system which attends him lie actuidly insidB 
the Milky Way. It seems tempting to pursue the though 
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MILKY WAY NEAR MESSIER II. 


Photographed by K. E* Barnard^ 29th June, 1892 . 
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hwe suggested, and to reflect that the whole Milky Way may, 
after all, be merely a star cluster, comparable in size with 
some of the other star clusters which we see, and that, viewed 
from a remote point in space, the Milky Way would seem to 
be but one of the many clusters of stars containing our sun 
as an indistinguishable unit 


Fig. 96 .— The Olobalar dutter in Heicale*. 

In the southern hemisphere there are two immense masses 
which are conspicuously visible to the naked eye, and resemble 
detached portions of the Milky Way. They cannot be seen 
by observers in our latitude, and are known as the Magellanic 
clouds or the two nubecul®. Their structure, as revealed to 
an observer using a powerful telescope, is of great complexity. 
Sir John Herschel, who made a special study of these remark- 
able objects, gives the following description of them: "The 
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general ground of both consists of large tracts and patches of 
nebulosity in every stage of resolution, light irresolvable, in 
a reflector of eighteen inches aperture, up to perfectly separated 
stars like the Milky Way, and clustering groups sufficiently 
insulated and condensed to come under the designation of 
irregular and in some cases pretty rich clusters But besides 
these there are also nebulae in abundance and globular clusters 
in every state of condensation.” It can hardly be doubted 
that the two nubeculae, which are, roughly speaking, round, 
or, rather, oval, are not formed accidentally by a vast number 
of very different objects being ranged at various distances along 
the same line of sight, but that they really represent two 
great systems of objects, widely different in constitution, which 
are here congregated in each other’s neighbourhood. There 
appears to be some essential difference between the clouds of 
Mag ellan and the Milky Way, with which the mere naked-eye 
view would otherwise lead us to associate them. 

When we direct a good telescope to the heavens, we shall 
occasionally meet with one of the remarkable celestial objects 
which are known as nebuhe. They are faint cloudy spots, 
or stains of light on the black background of the sky. They 
are nearly all invisible to the naked eye. These celestial 
objects must not for a moment be confounded with clouds, in 
the ordinary meaning of the word. The latter exist only sus- 
pended in the atmosphere, while nebulae are immersed in the 
depths of space. Clouds shine by the light of the sun, which 
th^ reflect to us ; nebulae shine with no borrowed light ; they 
are self-luminous. Clouds change from hour to hour; nebulae 
do not change even from year to year. Clouds are fur smaller 
than the earth; while the smallest nebula known to us is 
incomparably greater than the sun. Clouds are within a 
few miles of the earth; the nebulae are almost inconceivably 
remote. 

Immediately after Herschel and his sister had settled at 
Slough he commenced his review of the northern heavens in 
a systematic maimer. For observations of this kind it is 
essential that the sky be fi^ from cloud, while even the 
light of the moon is sufficient to obliterate the fainter and 
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more interesting objects. It was in the long and fine winter 
nights, when the stars were shining brilliantly and the pale 
path of the Milky Way extended across the heavens, that 
the labour was to be done. The telescope being directed to 
the heavens, the ordinary diurnal motion by which the sun 
and stars appear to rise and set carries the stars across the 
held of view in a majestic panorama. The stars enter slowly 
into the field of view, slowly move across it, and slowly leave 
it, to be again replaced by others. Thus the observer, by 
merely remaining passive at the eye-piece, sees one field after 
another pass before him, and is enabled to examine their 
contents. It follows, that even without moving the telescope 
a long narrow strip of the heavens is brought under re- 
view, and by moving the telescope slightly up and down 
the width of this strip can be suitably increased. On 
another night the telescope is brought into a different 
position, and another strip of the sky is examined; so that 
in the course of time the whole heavens can be carefully 
scrutinised. 

Herschel stands at the eye-piece to watch the glorious 
procession of celestial objects. Close by, his sister Caroline 
sits at her desk, pen in hand, to take down the observations 
as they fall from her brother’s lips. In front of her is a 
chronometer from which she can note the time, and a con- 
trivance which indicates the altitude of the telescope, so that 
she can record the exact position of the object in connection 
with the description which her brother dictated. Such was 
the splendid scheme which this brother and sister had 
arranged to cany out as the object of their life-long devo- 
tion The discoveries which Herschel was destined to make 
were to be reckoned not by tens or by hundreds, but by 
thousands The records of these discoveries are to be found 
in the “Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society," and 
they are among the richest treasures of those volumes. It 
was left to Sir John Herschel, the only son of Sir William, 
to complete his father’s labour by repeating the survey of 
rile northern heavens and extending it to riie southern hemi- 
sphere. He undertook with this object a journey to the 
3P 
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Cape of Good Hope, and sojourned there for the years 
necessary to complete the great work. 

As the result of the gigantic labours thus inaugurated and 
continued by other observers, there are now about eight thou* 
sand nebulse in our catalogues, and with every improvement of 
the telescope imh additions are being made to the list They 



Fig. 97.— The Constellation of Orion^ showing the Position of the Great Nebula, 


differ from one another as eight thousand pebbles selected at 
random on a sea-beach might differ — namely, in form, size, 
colour, and material — but yet, like the pebbles, bear a certain 
generic resemblance to each other. To describe this class 
of bodies in any detail would altogether exceed the limits of 
this chapter ; we shall merely select a few of the nebulse, choos* 
ing naturally those of the most remarkable character, and also 
those which are representatives of the different groups into 
which nebulse may be divided. 

We have alre^y stated that the great nebula in the con- 
stellation of Orion is one of the most interesting objects in 
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the heavena It is alike remarkable whether we consider its 
size or its brilliancy, the care with which it has been studied, 
or the success which has attended the efforts to learn some- 
thing of its character. To find this object, we refer to Fig. 97 
for the sketch of the chief stars in this constellation, where 
the letter A indicates the middle one of the three stars which 
form the sword-handle of Orioa Above the handle will be 
seen the three stars which form the well-known belt so con- 
spicuous in the wintry sky. The star 
A, when viewed attentively with the 
unaided eye, presents a somewhat 
misty appearance. In the year 1618 
Cysat directed a telescope to this 
star, and saw surrounding it a curious 
luminous haze, which proved to be 
the great nebula. Ever since his 
time this object has been diligently 
studied by many astronomers, so that 
very many observations have been 
made of the great nebula, and even 
whole volumes have boon written which treat of nothing else. 
Any ordinary telescope will show the object to some extent, 
but the more powerful the telescope the more are the curious 
details revealed. 

In the first place, the object which wo have denoted by A 
{0 Orionis, also called the trapezium of Orion) is in itself the 
most striking multiple star in the whole heavens. It consists 
really of six stars, represented in the next diagram (Fig. 98). 
These points are so close together that their commingled rays 
cannot be distinguished without a telescope. Four of them 
are, however, easily seen in quite small instruments, but the 
two smaller stars require telescopes of considerable power. And 
yet these stars are suns, comparable, it may be, with our sun 
in magnitude. 

It is not a little remarkable that this unrivalled group of 
six suns should be surrounded by the renowned nebula; the 
nebula or the multiple star would, either of them alone, be 
of exceptional interest, and here we have a combination of 



Fig, 98.--The Multiple Star 
(9 Orionis) in the Great 
Nebula of Orion. 
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the two. It seems impossible to resist drawing the conclusion 
that the multiple star really lies in the nebuli^ and not merely 
along the same line of vision. It would, indeed, seem to be 
at variance with all probability to suppose that the presentation 
of these two exceptional objects in the same field of view was 
merely accidental If the multiple star be really in the nebula, 
then this object affords evidence that in one case at all events the 
distance of a nebula is a quantity of the same magnitude as the 
distance of a star. This is unhappily almost the entire extent 
of our knowledge of the distances of the nebulae from the earth. 

The great nebula of Orion surrounds the multiple star, 
and extends out to a vast distance into the neighbouring spaoa 
The dotted circle drawn around the star marked A in Fig. 97 
represents approximately the extent of the nebula, as seen 
in a moderately good telescope. The nebula is of a faint bluish 
colour, impossible to represent in a drawing. Its brightness 
is much greater in some places than in others; the central 
parts are, generally speaking, the most brilliant, and the 
luminosity gradually fades away as the edge of the nebula is 
approached. In fact, we can hardly say that the nebula has 
any definite boundary, for with each increase of telescopic 
power faint new branches can be soea There seems to be 
an empty space in the nebula immediately surrounding the 
multiple star, but this is merely an illusion, produced by the 
contrast of the brilliant light of the stars, as the spectroscopic 
examination of the nebula shows that the nebulous matter is 
continuous between the stara 

The plate of the great nebula in Orion which is here 
shown (Plate XIV.) represents, in a reduced form, the elaborate 
drawing of this object which has been made with the Earl 
of Rosse’s great reflecting telescope at Farsonstown.'*^ A 
telescopic view of the nebula shows two hundred stars or 
more, scattered over its surface. It is not necessary to sup* 
pose that these stars are immersed in the substance of the 
nebula as the multiple star appears to be ; they may be either in 
front of it, or, less probably, behind it, so as to be projected 
(m tiie same part of the sky. 

^ I am indebted lor tbie drawing to the londnefli of Hesfiv. De Ja BiMi 
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PHOTOGRAPH OF THE NEBULA 31 M ANDROMEO/E. 
EXPOSURE 4 HOURS, ENLARGED 3 TIMES 
TAKEN BY Mr. ISAAC ROBERTS, 29 DECEMBER. 188S. 
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A considerable number of drawings of this unique object 
have been made by other astronomers. Among these we 
most mention that executed by Professor Bond, in Cambridge, 
Mass., which possesses a faithfulness in detail that every 
student of this object is bound to acknowledge. Of late 
years also successful attempts have been made to photograph 
the great nebula. The late Professor Draper was fortunate 
enough to obtain some admirable photographs. In England 
the late Mr. A A Common gave us most excellent photc^raphs 
of the nebula, and superb photographs of the same object have 
also been obtained by the late Dr. Isaac Roberts and Dr. W. K 
Wilson. These show a vast extension of the nebula beyond the 
limits as previously assigned. 

The great nebula in Andromeda, which is fairly visible 
to the unaided eye, is shown in Plate XY., which has been 
reproduced from Dr. Isaac Roberts’ photograph, which is a 
most beautiful specimen of celestial portraitura Two dark 
channels in the nebula cannot fail to be noticed, and 
the number of faint stars scattered over its surface is 
also a point to which attention may be drawn. To find this 
object we must look out for Cassiopeia and the Great Square 
of Pegasus, and then the nebula will be easily perceived in 
the position shown oA p. 413. In the year 188.5 a new star 
of the seventh magnitude suddenly appeared close to the 
brightest part of the nebula, and declined again to invisibility 
after the lapse of a few montha 

The nebula in Lyra is the most conspicuous ring nebula in 
the heavens, but it is not to be supposed that it is the only 
member of this class. Altogether, there are about a dozen of 
these objecta It seems difficult to form any adequate conception 
of the nature of such a body. It is, however, impossible to view 
the annular nebuhe without being, at all events, reminded of 
those elegant objects known as vertex ringa Who has not 
occasionaUy noticed a graceful ring of steam which escapes 
from the fimnel of a locomotive, and ascends high into the 
air, only dissolving some time alter the steam not so specialised 
has disappeared? Such vortex rings can be produced artifi- 
cially by a cubical box, one open side of which is covered with 
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canvas, while on the opposite side of the box is a circular hole. 
A tap on the canvas will cause a vortex ring to start from the 
hole ; and if the box be filled with smoke, this ring will be 
visible for many feet of its path. It would certainly be fer too 
much to assert that the annular nebulee have any real analogy 
to vortex rings; but there is, at all events, no other object 
known to us with which they can be compared. 

The heavens contain a number of minute but brilliant 
objects known as the planetary nebulae. They can only be 
described as globes of glowing bluish-coloured gas, often small 
enough to be mistaken for a star when viewed through a tele- 
scope. One of the most remarkable of these objects lies in the 
constellation Draco, and can be found half-way between the Pole 
Star and the star 7 Draconis. Some of the more recently dis- 
covered planetary nebulae are extremely small, and they have 
indeed only been distinguished from small stars by the spectro- 
scope. It is also to be noticed that such objects are a little out 
of the stellar focus in the refracting telescope in consequence 
of their blue colour. This remark does not apply to a 
reflecting telescope, as this instrument conducts all the rays 
to a common focus. 

There are many other forms of nebulae: there are long 
nebulous rays ; there are the wondrous spirals which were 
first disclosed in Lord Rosse’s great reflector (Plate XVI.); there 
are the double nebulae. But all these various objects we must 
merely dismiss with this passing reference. There is a great 
difficulty in making pictorial representations of such nebulae. 
Most of them are very faint — so faint, indeed, that they can only 
be seen with close attention even in powerful instruments. In 
making drawings of these objects, therefore, it is impossible to 
avoid intensifying the fainter features if an intelligible picture 
is to be made. Photography as in Professor Barnard’s beauti- 
ful picture of Fig. 99, has made us acquainted with enormous 
developments in the extent and number of these objects. 

The actual nature of the nebulae offers a problem of the 
greatest interest, which naturally occupied the mind of the 
first assiduous observer of nebulae, William Horschel, for many 
years. At first he assumed all nebulae to be nothing but 
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Fi(?. 99.— The Nebula N^O. C., 1,499. 

(Hg R K Ainuint, lAdc Obsavatorg, SejikiiAir SI, 1806.) 

dense a^^r^ations of stars — a very natural conclusion for one 
who had so greatly advanced the optical power of telescopes. 
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4nd was aocustomed to see many objects which in a small 
tdesoope looked nebulous become "resolved” into stars when 
scrutinised with a telescope of large apertura But in 1864, 
when Sir William Huggim first directed a telescope armed 
with a spectroscope to one of the planetary nebuba, it became 
evident that at least some nebube were really clouds of fie^ 
mist and not star clustera 

We shall in our next chapter deal with the spectra of 
the fixed stars, but we may here in anticipation renaark that 
these spectra are continuous, generally showing the whole 
length of spectrum, from red to violet, as in the sun's spec- 
trum, though with many and important differences as to the 
presence of dark and bright lines. A star cluster must, of 
course, g^ve a similar spectrum, resultii^ from the super- 
position of the spectra of the single stars in the cluster. 
Many nebube give a spectrum of this kind ; for instance, 
the great nebula in Andromeda. But it does not by any 
means follow from this that these objects are only clusters 
of ordinary stars, as a continuous spectrum may be produced 
not^only by matter in the liquid or solid state, or by gases 
at high pressure, but also by gases at lower pressure but high 
temperature under certain conditions. A continuous spectrum 
in the case of a nebula, therefore, need not indicate that 
the nebula is a cluster of bodies comparable in size and 
general constitution with our sun. But if a spectrum* of 
bright lines is given by a nebula, we can be certain that 
gases at low pressure are present in the object under 
examination. And this was precisely what Sir William 
Huggins discovered to be the case in many nebulee. When 
he first decided to study the spectra of nebul», he selected 
for observation those objects known as pbmetary nebube — 
small, round, or slightly oval discs, gener^ly without central 
condensation, and looking like ill-dafined planets. The colour 
of their light, which often is blue tinted with green, is re- 
markable, since this is a colour very rare among single stars. 
The spectrum was found to be totally differmt from t bat r of 
any star, consisting merely of three or four bright lines. 
The br^htest one is situated in the bluish-green part of the 
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spectrum, and was at first thought to be identical with a line 
of the spectrum of nitrogen. More accurate measures have 
shown subsequently that neither this nor the second nebular line 
correspond to any dark lines in the solar spectrum, nor can 
they be produced experimentally in the laboratory. We are 
therefore at present unable to ascribe them to any known 
elements. The third and fourth were at once seen to be 
identical with the two hydrogen lines well known in the solar 
spectrum. 

Spectrum analysis has here, as on many other occasions, 
rendered services which no telescope could ever have done. 
After the monumental pioneer work of Huggins the spectra 
of nebuhe have been studied by Vogel, Copeland, Campbell, 
Keeler, and others, and a great many very faint lines have 
been detected in addition to the four shown by an instru- 
ment of moderate dimensions. It is remarkable that the 
red C-line of hydrogen, ordinarily so bright, is either absent 
or excessively faint in the spectra of nebulae, but experi- 
ments by Frankland and Lockyer have shown that under 
certain conditions of temperature and pressure the complicated 
spectrum of hydrogen is reduced to one green line, the F-line. 
It is, therefore, not surprising that the spectra of gaseous 
nebulae are comparatively simple, as the probably low density 
of the gases in them and the faintness of these bodies would 
tend to reduce the spectra to a small number of lines. 
Some gaseous liebulae also show faint continuous spectra, 
the place of maximum brightness of which is not in the 
yellow (as in the solar spectrum), but about the green. It 
is probable that these continuous spectra are really an 
aggregate of very faint luminous lines. 

A list of ^ the nebulae known to have a gaseous 
spectrum would now contain about eighty members. In 
addition to the planetary nebulae, many large and more 
diffused nebulae belong to this class, and this is also the case 
with the annular nebula in Lyra and the great nebula of 
Orioa It is needless to say that it is of special interest to 
find this grand object enrolled among the nebulae of a 
gaseous nature. In this nebula Copeland detected the 
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wonderful Dg line of helium at a time when ‘‘helium” was 
a mere name, a hypothetical something, but which we now 
know is a terrestrial element widely distributed through the 
universe. It has since been found in several otbw nebuhe. 
The ease with which the characteristic gaseous spectrum k 
recognised has suggested the idea of sweeping the sky with 
a spectroscope in order to detect new planetary nebulae, and 
a number of such objects have actually been discovered by 
Pickering and Copeland in this manner. More recently Pro- 
fessor Pickering has discovered other planetary nebulae, by 
exaunining spectrum photographs of various re^ons of the 
sky. Most of these new objects when seen through a tele- 
scope look like ordinary stars, and their real nature could 
never have been detected without the spectroscope. 

When we look up at the starry sky on a clear night, the 
stars seem at first sight to be very irregularly distributed 
over the heavens. Here and there a few bright stars form 
characteristic groups, like Orion or the Great Bear, while 
other equally large tracts are almost devoid of bright stars 
and contain only a few insignificant points. If we take a 
binocular, or other small telescope, and sweep the sky with 
it, the result seems to be the same — now we come across 
spaces rich in stars; now we meet with comparatively empty 
places. But when we approach the zone of the Mil% Way, 
we are struck with the rapid increase of the number of 
stars which fill the field of the telescope ; and when we 
reach the Milky Way itself, it becomes very difficult to 
separate the single points of light, which are packed so 
closely together that they produce the appearance to the 
naked eye of a broad, but very irregular, band of dim light, 
which even a powerful telescope in some places can hardly 
resolve into stars. How are we to account for this remark- 
able arrangement of the stars? What is the reason of our 
seeing so few at the parts of the heavens farthest from the 
Milky Way, and so very many in or near that wonderful 
belt? The first attempt to give an answer to these questions 
was made by Thomas Wright, an instrument maker in 
London, in a book published in 1750. He supposed the 
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stars of our radereal system to be distributed in a vast 
stratum of inconsiderable thickness compared vrith its length 
and breadth. Let us conceive a grindstone made of glass, in 
which a vast quantity of grains of sand or similar minute 
particles had become uniformly imbedded. If it were possible 
to place the eye somewhere near the centre of this grind- 
stone, it is quite obvious that we should see very few particles 
near the direction of the axle of the grindstone, but a great 
many in the direction of any point of the circumference. 
This was Wright’s idea of the structure of the Milky Way, 
and he supposed the sun to be situated not very far &om 
the centre of this stellar stratum. 

If on close study the structure of the Milky Way gave no 
other indication than that the stars appeared to increase 
rapidly in number towards a certain circle (almost a great 
circle) spanning the heavens— then the disc theory might have 
a good deal in its favour. But the telescopic study of the 
Milky Way, and even more the marvellous photographs of 
its complicated structure produced by Professor Barnard, have 
given the deathblow to the old theory, and have made it 
most reasonable to conclude that the Milky Way is really, and 
not only apparently, a stream or streams of stars encircling 
the heavens. We shall shortly mention a few facts which 
point in this directioa A mere glance is sufficient to show 
that the Milky Way is not a single belt of light; near the 
constellation Aquila it separates into two branches with a 
fairly broad interval between them, and these branches do 
not meet again until they have proceeded far into the southern 
hemisphere. The disc theory had, in order to explain this, 
to assume that the stellar stratum was cleft in two nearly 
to the centre. But even if we grant this, how can we account 
for the numerous more or less dark holes in the Milky Way, 
the largest and most remarkable of which is the so-called 
" coal sack ” in the southern hemisphere ? Obviously we 
should have to assume the existence of a number of tunnels, 
drilled through the disc-like stratum, and by some strange 
sympathy all directed towards the spot where our solar system 
is situated. And the many small arras which stretch out 
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from the Milky Way would have to bo either planes seen 
edgewise or the convexities of curved surfaces viewed tan- 
gentially. The improbability of these various assumptions 
is so great that the disc theory must be now abandobed 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE PHTSICAL KATURE OF THE STARR 

Star Spectrofioopea — Classification of Stellar Spectra-— Type 1., with very Few 
Absorption Lines— Type II., like the Sun— Type III., with Strongly Marked 
Dark Banda— •Distribution of these Classes over the Heavens— Motion in 
the Line of Sight — Orbital Motion Discovered with the Spectroscope: New 
Class of Binaries — Spectra of Temporary Stars — Nature of these Bodies. 

We have frequently in the previous chapters had occasion to 
refer to the revelations of the spectroscope, which form an 
important chapter in the history of modem science. By its 
aid a mighty stride has been taken in our att^pt to compre- 
hend the physical constitution of the sun. In the present 
chapter we propose to give an account of what the spectroscope 
tells us about the physical constitution of the fixed stars. 

Quite a new phase of astronomy is here opeued up. Every 
improvement in telescopes revealed &inter and fainter objects, 
but all the telescopes in the world could not answer the 
question as to whether iron and other elements are to be 
found in the stars. The ordinary star is a mighty glowing 
globe, hotter than a Bessemer converter or a Siemens frimace ; 
if iron is in the star, it must be not only white-hot and molten, 
but actually converted into vapour. But the vapour of iron is 
not visible in the telescope. How would you recognise it? 
How would you know if it commingled with the vapour of 
numy other metals or other substances? It is, in troth, a 
delicate piece of analysis to discriminate iron in the glowing 
atmosphere of a star. But the spectroscope is adequate to the 
task, and it renders its analysis with an amount of evidence 
that is generally convincing. 

That the tq»ectra of the moon and planets are practically 
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Qothing but faint reproductions of the spectrum of the sun 
was discovered by the great German optician Fraunhofer 
about the year 1816. By placing a prism in front of the 
object glass of a small theodolite (an instrument used for 
geodetic measurements) he was able to ascertain that 
Venus and Mars showed the same spectrum as the sun, 
while Sirius gave a very different ona This important 
observation encouraged him to procure better instrumental 
means with which to continue the work, and he succeeded 
in distinguishing the chief characteristics of the various types 
of stellar spectra. The form of instrument which Fraunhofer 
adopted for this work, in which the prism was placed out- 
side the object glass of the telescope, is the simplest form of 
spectroscope for observing spectra of objects of no sensible 
angular diameter, like the fixed stara It has, however, not 
been much used until within the last few years, owing to the 
difficulty of obtaining prisms of large dimensions, for it is 
obvious that the prism ought to be as large as the object glass 
if the full power of the latter is to be made use of. The 
parallel rays from the stars are dispersed by the prism into a 
spectrum, and this is viewed by means of the telescope. But 
as the image of the star in the telescope is nothing but a 
luminous point, its spectrum will bo merely a line in which 
it would not be possible to distinguish any lines crossing 
it laterally such as those we see in the spectrum of the sun. 
A cylindrical lens is, therefore, placed before the eyepiece of 
the telescope, and as this has the effect of turning a point 
into a line and a line into a band, the narrow spectrum of 
the star is thereby broadened out into a liuninous band in 
which we can di8tii^;uish any details that exist. In other 
forms of stellar spectroscope we require a slit which must be 
placed in the focus of the object glass, and the general 
arrangetnent is similar to that which we have described in 
the chapter on the sun, except that a (^lindrical leixs is 
required. 

The study of the spectra of the fixed stars made hardly 
any prepress until the principles of spectrum analysis had 
beoDi established by Kirchhoif in 1859. When the dark 
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lines in the solar spectrum had been properly intei^reted, 
it was at once evident that science had opened wide the 
gates of a new territory for human exploration, of the very 
existence of which hardly anyone had l^n aware up to that 
time. We have seen to what splendid triumphs the study of 
the sun has led the investigators in this field, and we have seen 
how very valuable results have been obtained by the new 
method when applied to observations of comets and nebuhe. 
We have now to give some account of what has been learned 
with regard to the constitution of the- fixed stars by the re* 
searches which were inaugurated by Sir William Huggins and 
continued and developed by him, as well as by Secchi, Vogel, 
Pickering, Lockyer, Dun4r, Scheiner and others. Here, as in 
the other modern branches of astronomy, photography has 
played a most important part, not only because photographed 
spectra of stars extend much farther at the violet end than 
the observer can see when he merely makes a visual observa- 
tion of the spectrum, but also because the positions of the 
lines can be very accurately measured on the photographs. 

The first observer who reduced the apparently chaotic 
diversity of stellar spectra to order was Secchi, who showed 
that they might all be grouped according to four types. 
Within the last thirty years, however, so many modifications 
of the various types have been found that it has become 
necessary to suMivide Secchi’s types, and most observers 
now make use of Vogel’s classification, which we shall also 
for convenience adopt in this chapter. 

Type' /. — In the spectra of stars of this class the metallic 
lines, which are so very numerous and conspicuous in the sun’s 
idolet spectrum, are veiy faint and thin, or quite invisible, and 
the blue and white parts are very intensely bright Vogel 
subdivides the class into three groups. In the first (I. a) the 
hydrogm lines are present, and are remarkably broad and 
intense; Sirius, V^, imd Begulus are example of this group. 
The great breadth of the lines probably indicates that these 
stars are surrounded by hydrogen atmosjdieres of great 
dimensions It is generally acknowledged that stars of this 
group must be the hottest of all, and support is lent to Idiis 
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view by the appearance in their spectra of a certain magnesium 
line, which, as Sir Norman Lockyer showed by laboratory ex- 
periments many years ago, does not appear in the ordinary spec- 
trum of magnbsium, but is indicative of the presence of the 
substance at a very high temperature. In the spectra of stars 
of Group I. b the hydrc^en lines and the few metallic lines are 
of equal breadth, and the magnesium line just mentioned is the 
strongest of all. Bigel and several other bright stars in Orion 
belong to this group, and it is remarkable that helium is present 
at least in some of these stars, so that (as Professor Keeler re- 
marks) the spectrum of Bigel may almost be regarded as the 
nebular spectrum reversed (lines dark instead of bright), except 
that the two chief nebular lines are not reversed in the star. 
This fact will doubtless eventually be of great importance in 
the explanation of the successive development of a star from 
a nebula The stars of this class are no doubt also of very 
high temperature. This is probably not the case with stars 
of the third subdivision of Type I. (I. c), the spectra of which 
are distinguished by the presence of bright hydrogen lines 
and the bright helium line Dg. Among the stars having this 
very remarlmble kind of spectrum is a very interesting variable 
star in the constellation Lyra (/3) and a star also in Cassiopeia 
(i>),both of which have been assiduously observed. Their spectra 
possess numerous peculiarities which render an explanation of 
the physical constitution of the stars of this subdivision very 
difficult ^ 

Fasring to Type II., we find spectra in which the metallic 
lines are strong. The more re&angible end of the spectrum 
is fainter than in the previous Cfiass, and absorption bands 
are sometimes found towards the red end. In its first sub- 
division (IL a) are contained spectra with a large number of 
strong and well-defined lines due to metals, the hydrogen lines 
being also well seen, though they are not specially o<mspicuous 
Among, the yety numerous stars of this group are Capella, 
Aldebaran, Arcturus, Pollux, etc. The spectra of these stars 
are in fact practically identical with the spectrum of our own 
sun, as shown, for instance, by Dr. Scheiner, of the Potsdun 
Astrophysical Observatory, who has measured several hundred 
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lines on photographs of the spectrum of Civile, and found 
a very dose agreement between these , lines and corre- 
spcmd^ lines in the solar spectrum We can hardly doubt 
that the physical constitution of these stars is very similar to 
that of our sun. This cannot be the case with the stars of 
the second subdivision (IL b), the spectra of which are very 
complex, each coiudsting of a continuous spectrum crossed by 
numerous dark lines, on which is superposed a second spectrum 
of bnght linea Upwards of seventy stars tore known to posseas 
this extraordinary spectrum, the only bi%ht one among them 
being a star of the third magnitude in the southern con- 
stellation Argua Here again we have hydrogen and helium 
represented by bright lines, while the origin of the remaining 
bright lines is doubtful With regard to the physical con- 
stitution of the stars of this group it is very difficult to come 
X) a definite conclusion, but it would seem not unlikely that 
in this class we find stars which are not only surrounded 
by an atmosphere of lower temperature, causing the dark lines, 
but which, outside of that, have an enormous envelope of 
hydn^n and other gasea In one star at least of this group 
Professor Campbell, of the Lick Observatory, has seen the F 
line as a long line extending a very appreciable distance on 
each side of the continuous spectrum, and with an open slit it 
appeared as a large circular disc about six seconds in diameter; 
two other principal hydrogen lines showed the same appearance. 
As far as this observation goes, the existence of an extensive 
gaseous envelope surrounding the sta!f seems to be indicated. 

Type_ III, contains comparatively few stars, and the spectra 
are characterised by numerous dark bands in addition to dark 
lines, while the more refrangible parts are very foint, for which 
reason the stars are more or less red in colour. This class 
has two strongly marked subdivisions. In the first (IIL a) 
the principal absorption Imes coincide with similar ones in the 
solar spectrum, but with great differences as to intensity, many 
lines beipg much stronger in these stars than in the sun, whQe 
many new lines also appear. These dissimilarities are, however, 
of less importance than the peculiar absorption bands in the 
red, yellow, and green parts of the spectrum, overlying the 
31 
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metallic lines. They are sharply defined on the side towards 
the Tiolet and shade off gradually towards the red end of 
the spectrum. Bands of t^ kind belong to chemical com- 
binations, and this appears to show that somewhere in the 
atmospheres of these distant suns the temperature is low 
enough to allow stable chemical combinations to be formed. 
The most important star of this kind is Betelgeuze or 
a Orionis, the red star of the first magnitude in the shoulder 
of Orion; but it is of special importance to note that many 
variable stars of long period have spectra of Type III. a. 
In the case of the more important variable stars of this class, 
Sir Norman Lockyer predicted in 1887 that bright lines, 
probably of hydrogen, would eventually be found to appear 
at the maximum of brightness, and this was soon afterwards 
confirmed by the announcement that Professor Pickering had 
found a number of bright hydrogen lines on photographs, 
obtained at Harvard College Observatory, of the spectrum of 
the remarkable variable, Mira Ceti, at the time of maximum. 
Professor Pickering has since then reported that bright lines 
have been found on the plates of forty-one previously known 
variables of this class, and that more than twenty other 
stars have been detected as variables by this peculiarity of 
their spectrum ; that is, bright lines being seen in them sug- 
gested that the stars were variable, and further photometric 
investigations corroborated the fact. 

The second subdivision (III. b) contains only comparatively 
faint stars, of which none exceeds the fifth magnitude, and it is 
limited to a small number of red stars. The strongly marked 
bands in their spectra are sharply defined and dark on the 
red side, while they fade away gradually towards the violet 
This is the reverse of what we see in the spectra of III. a. 
These bands appear to arise from the absorption due to 
hydrocarbon vapoiurs present in the atmospheres of these 
stars; but there are also some lines visible which indicate 
the presence of metallic vapours, sodium being certainly 
among these. There can be little doubt that these stars repre- 
sent the last stage in the life of a sun, when it has cooled down 
considerably and is not very far from actual extinction, owing 
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to the increafflng absorption of its remaining light in the 
atmosphere surrounding it 

The method employed for the spectroscopic determination 
of the motion of a star in the line of sight is the same as the 
method we have described in the chapter on the sun. The 
position of a certain line in the spectrum of a star is compared 
with the position of the correspondix^ bright line of an 
element in an artificially produced spectrum, and in this 
manner a displacement of the stellar line either towards the 
violet (indicating that the star is approaching us) or towards 
the red (indicating that it is receding) may be detected. The 
earliest attempt of this sort was made in 1867 by Sir William 
Huggins, who compared the F line in the spectrum of Sirius 
with the same line of the spectrum of hydrogen contained in 
a vacuum tube reflected into the field of his astronomical 
spectroscope, so that the two spectra appeared side by 
side. The work thus commenced and continued by Sir 
William Hug^ns, with the invaluable assistance of Lady 
Hu^ins, was afterwards taken up at the Greenwich Ob- 
servatory and elsewhere. The values obtained by differmit 
observers did not, however, always agree, and not even those 
by the same observer on different nights. This is not to be 
wondered at when we bear in mind that the velocity of light 
is so enormous compared with any velocity with whic^ a 
heavenly body may travel, that the change of wave length 
resulting from the latter motion can only be a very minute 
one, difficult to perceive, and still more difficult to measure. 
But since photography was first made use of for these in- 
vestigations by Dr. Vogel, of Potsdam, much more accordant 
and reliable results have been obtained, though even now 
extreme care is required to avoid systematic errors. To give 
some idea of the results obtainable, we' present in the followmg 
table the values of the velocity per second of a number of 
stars observed in 1896 and 1897 by Mr. H. F. Newall with 
the Bruce spectrc^praph attached to the great 25-inoh Newidl 
refractor of the Cambridge Observatory, and we have added 
the values foimd at Foti^m by Vogel and Schemer. The 
results ate expressed in kilometres (1 km. ss 0’62 English 




These results have been corrected for the earth’s orbital 
motion round the sun, but not for the aim’s motion through 
space, as the amount of the latter is practically unknown, or 
at least very uncertain ; so that the above figures really represent 
the velocity per second of the various stars relative to the 
sun. We may add that the direction and velocity of the 
sun’s motion may eventually be ascertained from spectroscopic 
measures of a great number of stars, and it seems likely 
that the sun’s velocity will be much more accurately found 
in this way than by the older method of combining proper 
motions of stars with speculations as to the average distances 
of the various classes of stars. This has already been at- 
tempted by Dr. Kempf, who from the Potsdam spectro- 
graphic observations found the sun’s velocity to be 18*6 
kilometres, or 11*5 miles per second, a result which is probably 
not far from the trutL 

But the spectra of the fixed stars can also ^tell us 
something about orbital motion in these extremely distant 
systems. If one star revolved round another in a plane 
passing through the sun, it must on one side of the orbit 
move straight towards us and on the otlier side move 
straight away from us, while it will not alter its distance from 
us while it is passing in front of, or behind, the central body. 
If we therefore find from the spectroscopic observations that 
a star is alternately moving towards and away from the earth 
in a certfun period, there can be no doubt that this star is 
travelling round some unseen body (or, rather, round the 
centre of gravity of both) in the period indicated by the 
^ftittg of the spectral lines. In Cbiq>ter XIX. we mentitmed 
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the Taikble star Algol in the constellation Perseus, which is 
one of a class of variable stars distinguished by the fitct that 
for the greater part of the period they remain of unaltered 
brightness, while for a very short time they become con- 
siderably fainter. That this was caused by some sort of 
an eclipse — or, in other words, by the periodic passage ol 
a dark body in front of the star, hiding more or less of 
the latter from us — was the simplest possible hypothesis, 
and it had already years ago been generally accepted. 
But it was not possible to prove that this was the true 
explanation of the periodicity of stars like Algol until Pro- 
fessor Vogel, from the spectroscopic observations made at 
Potsdam, found that before every minimum Algol is receding 
from the sun, while it is approaching us after the minimum. 
Assummg the orbit to be circular, the velocity of Algol 
was found to be twenty-six miles per second. From this and 
the length of the period (2d. 22h. 48m. 55&) and the time 
of obscuration it was easy to compute the size of the orbit 
and the actual dimensions of the two bodies. It was even 
possible to go a step further and to calculate from the orbital 
velocities the masses of the two bodies,*’ assuming them to 
be of equal density — an assumption which is we admit very 
uncertain. The' foUowing are the approximate elements of the 
Algol system found by V(^l : — 


Diameter of Algol 

Diameter of companion 
Distance between their centres 
Orbital velocity of Algol 
Orbital velocity of companion 

Mass of Algol 

Mass of companion 


1.054.000 miles. 

825,000 „ 

3.220.000 ,> 

26 „ 

66 „ 

i of sun’s mass. 

S 99 9f 


The period of Algol has been gradually decreasing during 
the last century (by six or seven seconds), but whether this 
is caused by the motion of the pair round a third and veiy 
much more distant body, as su^ested by Mr. Chandler, has 
still to be found out 

We have already mentioned that in order to produce 
eclipses, and thereby variations of light, it is necessary that 
* 5m OlMpter XIX., on the maw of Siriiu and his Mtellite. 
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flie of sight s\io\dd Ue neiurly in Ae plane of tfae orfift. 
It is also essential that there should be a comiderable dif- 
feimoe of brightness between the two bodies. These condi- 
tions must be ftilfiJJed in the fifteen variable stars of the 
Algol class now known; but according to the theoiy of prob- 
ability, there must be many more binary systems like that 
of Algol where these conditions are not fulfilled, and in these 
cases no variations will occur in the stars’ brightness. Of 
course, we know many cases of a luminous star travelling 
round another, but there must also be cases of a large com- 
panion travelling round another at so small a distance that 
our telescopes are unable to “divide” the double star. This 
has been verified by the spectroscope. 

If an extremely close double or binary star is examined 
with the spectroscope, the spectra of the two components will 
be superposed, and we shall not at first be aware that we see 
two different spectra. But during the revolution of the two 
bodies round their common centre of gravity there will 
generally come epochs when one body is moving towards 
us and the other moving from us, and consequently the lines 
in the spectrum of the former will be subject to a minute 
relative shift towards the violet end of the spectrum, and those 
of the other to a minute shift towards the red Those lines 
which are common to the two spectra will therefore periodically 
become double. A discovery of this sort was first made in 
1889 by Professor Pickering from photographs of the spectrum 
of Mizar, or ^ Ursse Majoris, the larger component of the well- 
known double star in the tail of the Great Bear. Certmn of 
the lines were found to be double at intervals of fifty-two days. 
The maximum separation of the two components of each line 
corresponds to a relative velocity of one star as compared with 
the other of about a hundred miles per second. The subse- 
quent observations have shown the case to be very complicated, 
either with a very eccentric elliptic orbit or possibly owing to 
the presence of a third body. 

The Harvard College photographs also showed periodic 
duplicity of lines in the star /3 Aurigae, the period being 
only 3 days 23 hours 37 minutes. In 1891 Vogel found, 
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from photographs the irpectram of Spica, the hrst 
, tude star in Togo, that this star alternately recedes from and 
approaches to the solar system, the period being four days. 
Certain other “spectroscopic binaries” hare since then be^ 
found, notably one component of Castor, with a period of 
three days, found by M. Belopolsky, and a star in the con- 
stellation Scorpio, with a period of only thirty-four hours, 
detected on the Harvard spectrograms. 

More recently Mr. H. F. Newall, at Cambridge, and Mr. 
Campbell, of the Lick Observatory, have shown that a Aurigss, 
or Capella, consists of a sun-like star and a Procyon-like star; 
revolving in 104 days. 

At first sight there is something very startling in the 
idea of two suns circling round each other, separated by 
an interval which, in comparison with their diameters, is only 
a very small one. In the Algol system, for instance, we have 
two bodies, one the size of our own sun and the other slightly 
larger, moving round their common centre of gravity in less 
than three days, and at a distance between their surfaces equal 
to only twice the diameter of the larger one. Again, in th« 
system of Spica we have two great suns swinging round each 
other in only four days, at a distance equal to that between 
Saturn and his sixth satellite. But although we have at 
present nothing analogous to this in our solar system, it can 
be proved mathematically that it is perfectly possible for a 
system of this kind to preserve its stability, if not for ever, 
at any rate for ages, and we shall see in our last chapter that 
there was in all probability a time when the earth and the 
moon formed a peculiar system of two bodies revolving rapidly 
at a very small distance compared to the diameters of the 
bodies. 

It is possible that we have a more complicated system 
in the star known as 0 Lyraj. This is a variable star of great 
interest, having a period of twelve days and twenty-two hours, 
in which time it rises from magnitude to a little above 3^, 
then sinks nearly to magnitude 4, rises again to folly 3^, and 
finally falls to magnitude 4^. In 1891 Professor Pickering 
discovered that the bright lines in the spectrum of this star 
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changed thdr position from time to time, appearing now on 
om side, now on the other side of corresponding dfirk lines. 
ObviouBlj these br^ht lines change their wave length, the 
l^ht'giving source alternately receding from and approaching 
to the earth, and the former appeared to be the case durii^ 
one-half of the period of variation of the star’s %ht, the latter 
during the other half. The spectrum of this star has been 
further examined by Belopolsky and others, who have found 
that the lines are apparently double, but that one of the 
components either disappears or becomes very narrow from 
time to time. On the assumption that these lines were really 
single (the apparent duplicity resulting from the superposition 
of a dark line), Belopolsky determined the amount of their 
displacement by measuring the distances from the two edges 
of a line of hydrogen (F) to the artificial hydrogel line 
produced by gas glowing in a tube and photographed together 
with the star-spectrum. Assuming the alternate approach 
and recession to be caused by orbital revolution, Belopolsky 
found that the body emitting the light of the bright 
lines moved with an orbital velocity of forty-one mil^ 
He succeeded in 1897 in observing the displacement of a 
dark line due to magnesium, and found that the body 
emitting it was also moving in an orbit, but while the 
velocities given by the bright F line are positive after the 
principal minimum of the star’s light, those given by the 
dark line are native. Therefore, during the principal 
minimum it is a star giving the dark line which is eclips^, 
and during the secondary minimum another star giving the 
bright line is eclipsed. This wonderful variable will, howevw, 
require further o^rvations before the problem of its consti- 
tution is finally solved, and the same may be said of several 
variable stars, e.g. ri Aquilse and £ Cephei, in which a want 
of harmony has been found between the changes of velocity 
and the fluctuationB of the li^t. 

There are some striking analogies between the complicated 
spectrum of Lyree and the spei^ra of temponuy staia The 
first " nbw star” which could be speotroscopicdly examined was 
that which appeared in Corona Borealis in 1866, and which 
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was studied Sir W. Huggins. It showed a continuous 
^leotrum with dark absorption lines, and also the bright lines 
of hydrogen; practically the same spectrum as the stars oi 
Tyipo II. b. This was also the case with Schmidt’s star 
of 1876, which showed the helium line (Dj) and the principal 
nebula line in addition to the lines of hydrogen; but in the 
autumn of 1877, when the star had fitUen to the tenth magni- 
tude, Dr. Copeland was surprised to find that only one line 
was visible, the principal nebula line, in which almost the whole 
light of the star was concentrated, the continuous spectrum being 
hardly traceable It seemed, in fact, that the star had been 
transformed into a planetary nebula, but later the spectrum 
seems to have lost this peculiar monochromatic character, 
the nebula line having disappeared and a faint continuous 
spectrum alone being visible, which is also the case with the 
star of 1866 since it sank down to the tenth magnitude. A 
continuous spectrum was all that could be seen of the new 
star which broke out in the nebula of Andromeda in 1885, 
much the same as the spectrum of the nebula itself. 

When the new star in Auriga was announced, in February, 
1892, astronomers were better prepared to observe it spectro- 
scopically, as it was now possible by means of phot<^raphy 
to study the ultra-violet part of the spectrum which to the eye 
is invisible. The visible spectrum was very like that of Nova 
Cygni of 1876, but when the wave-lengths of all the bright 
lines seen and photographed at the Lick Observatory and at 
Potsdam were measur^, a strong resemblance to the bright lino 
spectrum of the chromosphere of the sun became very evident 
The hydrogen lines were very conspicuous, while the iron lines 
were very numerous, and calcium and magnesium were also 
represent^ The most remarkable revelation made by the 
phot(^phs was, however, that the bright lines were in 
many oases accompanied, on the side next the violet, by 
broad dark bands, while both bright and dark lines were ol 
a composite character. Many of the dark lines had a thin 
bright line superposed in the middle, while on the other hand 
many of the bright lines had at two or three p(^ts maxima 
of brightness. The results of the measures of motion in 
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the line of sight were of special importance. Th^ showed 
that the source of light, whence came the thin bright 
lines within the dark ones, was travelling towards the sun 
at the enormous rate of 400 miles per second, and if the bright 
lines were actual “reversals” of the dark ones, then the 
source of the absorption spectrum must have been endowed 
with much the same velocity. On the other hand, if the 
two or three maxima of brightness in the bright lines really 
represent two or three separate bodies giving bright lines, 
the measures indicate that the principal one was almost 
at rest as regards the sun, while the others were receding 
from us at the extraordinary rates of 300 and 600 
miles per second. And as if this were not suiBciently 
puzzling, the star on its revival in August, 1892, as a tenth 
magnitude star had a totally different spectrum, showing 
nothing but a number of the bright lines belonging to planetary 
nebulae I It is possible that the most important of these lines 
were present in the spectrum from the first, but that their 
wave lengths had been different owing to change of the motion 
in the line of sight, so that the nebula lines seen in 
the autumn were identical with others seen in the spring at 
slightly different places. Subsequent observations of these 
nebula lines seemed to point to a motion of the Nova towards 
the solar s 3 rstem (of about 150 miles per second) which gradually 
diminished. 

But althoc^h we are obliged to confess our inability 
to say for certain why a temporary star blazes up so 
suddenly, we have every cause to think that these strange 
bodies will by degrees tell us a great deal about the con* 
stitution of the fixed stars. The great variety of spectra 
which we see in the starry universe, nebula spectra with 
bright lines, stellar spectra of the same general character, 
others with broad ab^rption bands, or numerous dark lines 
like our sun, or a few absorption lines only — all this shows 
us the universe as teeming with bodies in various stages of 
evoludoiL We shall have a few more words to say on this 
matter when we come to consider the astronomical signifi- 
cance of heat; but we have r^hed a point where man's 
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intellect can hardly keep pace with the deTelq>ment of our 
instrumental resources, and where our imagination stands 
bewildered when we endeavour to systematise the knowledge 
we have gained. That great caution will have to be exer- 
cised in the interpretation of the observed phenomena is 
evident from an investi^tion made by the late Professor 
Rowlmid, feom which we learn that spectral lines ate not 
only widened by increased pressure on the light - giving 
vapour, but that they may be bodily shifted thereby. Dr. 
Zeeman’s discovery, that a line from a source placed in a 
strong magnetic field may be both widened, broadened, and 
multiplied, will also increase our difilculties in the interpreta- 
tion of these obscure phenomena 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE PRECESSION AND NUTATION OF THE EARTH’S AXia 

The Pole is not a Fixed Point— Its Effect on the Apparent Places of the Stars— 
The Illustration of the Peg-Top— The Disturbing Force which acts on the 
Earth— Attraction of the Sun on a Globe — ^The Protuberance at the Equator 
— The Attraction of the Protuberance by the Sun and by the Moon produces 
Precession— The Efficiency of the Precessional Agent varies inversely as the 
Cube of the Distance— The Relative Efficiency of the Sun and the Moon- 
How the Pole of the Earth’s Axis revolves round the Pole of the Ecliptic— 
>ratiation of Latitude 

The position of the pole of the heavens is most conveniently 
indicated by the bright star known as the Pole Star, which 
lies in its immediate vicinity. Around this pole the whole 
heavens appear to rotate once in a sidereal day ; and we have 
hitherto always referred to the pole as though it were a fixed 
point in the heavens. This language is sufficiently correct 
when we embrace only a moderate period of time in our review. 
It is no doubt true that the pole lies near the Pole Star at 
the present time. It did so during the lives of the last genera- 
tion, and it will do so during the lives of the next generation. 
All this time, however, the pole is steadily moving in the 
heavens, so that the time will at length come when the pole 
will have departed a long way from the preset Pole Star. 
This movement is incessant It can be easily detected and 
measured by the instruments in our observatories, and astron- 
omers are ffimiliar with the fact that in all their calculations 
it is necessary to hold special account of this movement of the 
pola It jmiduoes an apparent change in the position of a star, 
which is known by the term " precessioa" 

The movement of the pole is very dearly shown in the 
aceompattying figure (Fig. IW), for which I am indebted to the 



Sietr-moj^, r^^sinHw iki/ jpruiMsiamal mowmmt/ 

0f Un/ /Vlifv ^rrotaHan/ up M UUff ik 

m9 9.e. 4Er zmA.k. 

0jbifikdritfYmmiS> rnvmmgniMm ^0W§4mi*if%{ 9^99, ^A/ 

Bg. 100. 


The CMitre of the dcole in the oonstelktion of Draco is the pole 
of the ecliptia A complete joomey of the pole oocafnes the con* 
uderable period of idiout 26,867 years. Ihe drawing shows the 
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poffltion of the pole at the several dates from 4000 b.c. to 2000 
A.D. A glance at this map brings prominently before us how 
casual is the proximity of the pole to the Pole Star. At present, 
indeed, the distance of the two is actually lessening, but after- 
wards the distance will increase until, when half of the revolution 
has been accomplished, the pole will be at a distance of twice 
the radius of the circle &om the Pole Star. It will then 
happen that the pole will be near the bright star Vega or 
a Lyrae, so that our successors some 12,000 years hence may 
make use of Vega for many of the purposes for which the 
Pole Star is at present employed! Loo^g back into past 
ages, we see that some 2,000 or 3,000 years B.a the star 
a Btaconis was suitably placed to serve as the Pole Star, 
when /3 and S of the Great Bear served as pointers. It need 
hardly be added, that since the birth of accurate astronomy 
the course of the pole has only been observed over a very 
omaU part of the mighty circle. We are not, however, 
entitled to doubt that the motion of the pole will continue 
to pursue the same path. This will be made abundantly 
clear when we proceed to render an explanation of this 
very interesting phenomenon. 

The north pole of the heavens is the point of the celestial 
sphere towards which the northern end of the axis about 
which the earth rotates is directed. It therefore follows that 
this axis must be constantly changing its position. The 
character of the movement of the earth, so far as its rota- 
tion is concerned, may be illustrated by a very common toy 
aith which every boy is familiar. When a peg-top is set 
spnning, it has, of course, a very rapid rotation around its 
axis ; but besides this rotation there is usually another 
motion, whereby the axis of the peg-top does not remain in 
a constant direction, but moves in a conical path around the 
vertical linn The adjoining figure (Fig. 101) gives a view of the 
p^-top. It is, of course, rotating with great rapidity around 
its axis, while the axis itself revolves around the vertical line 
with a very deliberate motion. If we could imagine a vast 
p^-t<^ which rotated on its axis once a day, and if that axis 
inclined at an angle of twenty-three and a half degrees 
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to the vertical, and if the alow conical motion of the axis 
were such that the revolution of the axis were completed in 
about 26,000 years, then the movements would resemble those 
actually made by the eartL The illustration of the p^-top 
ocnnes, indeed, very close to the actual phenomenon of pre- 
cession. In each case the rotation about the axis is &r mote 
rapid than that of the revolution of the axis itself; in each 
case also the slow movement is due to an external interference. 
Looking at the figure of the peg-top (Fig. 101) we may ask 
the question, Why does it not fell down ? The obvious elfect 
of gravity would seem to say that it is im- 
possible for the peg-top to be in the position 
shown in the figure. Yet everybody knows 
that this is possible so long as the top is 
spinning. If the top were not spinning, it 
would, of course, fail. It therefore follows 
that the effect of the rapid rotation of the 
top so modifies the effect of gravitation that 
the latter, instead of producing its apparently 
obvious consequence, causes the slow conical 
motion of the axis of rotation. This is, no 
doubt, a dynamical question of some diffi- 
culty, but it is easy to verify experimentally 
that it is the casa If a top be constructed so that the point 
about which it is spinning shall coincide with the centre of 
gravity, then there is no effect of gravitation on the top, and 
there is no conical motion perceived. 

If the e4rth were subject to no external interference, then 
the direction of the axis about which it rotates must remain 
for ever constant; but as the direction of the axis does not 
remain constant, it is necessary to seek for a disturbing 
force adequate to the production of the phenomena 
which are observed. We have invariably found that the 
dynamical phenomena of astronomy can be accounted for. 
by the law of universal gravitation. It is therefore natural 
to enquire how fer gravitation will raider an account ci 
the pWomenon of precession; and to put the matter m 
its simplest form, let us considw the effect which a 
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distant attracting body can bavo up<m the rotation ctf tin 
earth. 

To answer this question, it becomes neoessaiy to define 
precisely what we mean by the earth; and as for most pur> 
poses of astronomy we regard the earth as a spherical globe, 
we shall commence with this assumption. It seems also certain 
that the interior of the earth is, on the whole, heavi^ tiian 
the outer portions. It is therefore reasonable to assume that 
the density increases as we descend ; nor is there any sufficient 
ground for thinking that the earth is much heavier in one 
part than at any other part equally remote from the centre. 
It is therefore usual in such calculations to assume that the 
earth is formed of concentric spherical shells, each one of 
which is of uniform density ; while the density decreases from 
each shell to the one exterior thereto. 

A globe of this constitution being submitted to the attrac- 
tion of some external body, let us examine the effects which 
that external body can produce. Suppose, for instance, the 
sun attracts a globe of this chiuacter, what movements will 
be the result? The first and most obvious result is that 
which we have already so frequently discussed, and which is 
expressed by Kepleris laws: the attraction will compel the 
earth to revolve around the sun in an elliptic path, of which 
the sun is in the focus. With this movement we are, how- 
ever, not at this moment concerned. We must enquire how 
fur the sun’s attraction can modify the earth’s rotation around 
its axia It can be demonstrated that the attraction of the 
sun would be powerless to derange the rotation of the earth 
so constituted. This is a result which can be formally proved 
by mathematical calculation It is, however, sufficiently 
obvious that the force of attraction of any distant point on 
a symmetrical globe must pass through the centre of that 
glote ; and as the sun is only an enormous aggregate dt 
attracting points, it eaa only produce a eorreaptmdii^ multi- 
tude of atfractive forces; each of these forces paases through 
the centre of the earth, and consequoitly the remiltant force 
which expresses the joint result of all the individtud forces 
must also be direct^ through the centre of the earth. A 
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fure* of ^18 «}iataclm> whatever other potei^ iaflu^ioe it 
93 * 3 ^ have, will be powerleee to t^t the rotatitm of the earth. 
If the earth be rotatiog on an axis, the direction of that 
axis would be invarialdy preserved ; so that as the earth 
revolves around the son, it would still continue to rotate around 
an axis whi<di always rnniuned parallel to itsdf Nor would 
the attraction of the earth by any other body prove more 
^Gk»icious than that of the sun. If the earth really w^ 
the symmetrical globe we have mipposed, then the attraodon 
of the sun and moon, and even the influence of all the 
planets as well, would never be competent to make the 
earth’s axis of rotation swerve for a single second from its 
original direction. 

We have thus narrowed very closely the search for the 
cause of the “ precession” If the earth were a perfect sphere, 
precession would be inexplicabla We are therefore forced 
to seek for an explanation of precession in the fact that the 
earth is not a perfect sphere. This we have already demon- 
strated to be the case. We have shown that the equatorial 
axis of the earth is longer than the polar axis, so that there 
is a protuberant zone girdling the equator. The attraction 
of external bodies is able to grasp this protuberance, and 
thereby force the earth’s axis of rotation to change its 
direction. 

There are only two bodies in the universe which sennbly 
ocmtribute to the precessional movement of the earth’s axui: 
these bodies ate the sun and the moon. The shares in 
which the labour is borne by the sun and the moon are not 
what might have been expected from a hasty view of the 
subject This is a point on which it will be desirable to 
dwell, as it illustrates a point in the theory of gravitation 
which is of very considerable importance. 

The law of gravitation assarts that the intensity of the 
attraction which a body can exercise is directly proportional 
to the mass of that body, and inversely proportional to tbe 
square of its distance &om the attracted point. We can thus 
compare the attraotl<m exerted upon tbe eturth by the sun 
and by the mo<m. The mass of the sun exceeds the maas 
88 
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of tiho moon in the proportion of about 26,000,000 to 1. On 
the other hand, the moon is at a distance which, on an average, 
is about one-386th part of that of the sun. It is thus an 
easy calculation to show that the efficiency of the snin’s attrac- 
tion on the eardt is about 175 times as great as the attraction 
of the mooa Hence it is, of course, that the earth ob^s 
the supremely important attraction of the sun, and pursues 
an elliptic path arotmd the sun, bearing the moon as an 
appendage. 

But when we come to that particular effect of atiraction 
which is competent to produce precession, we find that the 
law by which the efficiency of the attracting body is computed 
assumes a different form. The measure of efficiency is, in this 
case, to be found by taking the mass of the body and dividing 
it by the cube of the distance. The complete demonstration 
of this statement must be sought in the formulae of mathe- 
matics, and cannot be introduced into these pages; we may, 
however, adduce one consideration which will enable the reader 
in some degree to understand the principle, though without 
pretending to be a demonstration of its accuracy. It will be 
obvious that the nearer the disturbing body approaches to the 
earth the greater is the leverage (if we may use the expression) 
which is afforded by the protuberance at the equator. The 
efficiency of a given force will, therefore, on this account alone, 
increase in the inverse proportion of the distance. The actual 
intmiiuty of the force itself augments in the inverse square 
of the distance, and hence the capacity of the attracting body 
for producing precession will, for a double reason, increase 
when the distance decreasea Suppose, for example, that the 
disturbing body is brought to half its ori^nal distance from 
the disturbed body, the leverage is by this means doubled, 
whUe the actual intensity of the force is at the same time 
quadrupled according to the law of gravitation. It will follow 
that the effect produced in the latter case must be eight times 
as great as in the former case. And this is merely equivalent 
to the statement that the precession-producing capacity of a 
body varies inversely as the cube of the disUmce. 

It is this consideration which gives to the moon «n 
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impOTtimoe as a {nfecession-prodacuig agmt to ^hioh its laera 
attractiire capacity would not have entitled it Even though 
the mass of the son be 26,000,000 times as great as the mass 
of the moon, yet when this number is divided by the cube 
of the idative value of the distances of the bodies (886), it 
is seen that the effidenoy of the moon is more than twice as 
great as that of the sua In other words, we may say that one* 
third of the movement of precesdon is due to the sun, and 
two-thirds to the mooa 

For the study of the joint precessiooal effect due to the 
sun and the moon acting simultaneously, it will be advantageous 
to consider the effect produced by the two bodies separately t 
and as the case of the sun is the simpler of the two, we shall 
take it first. As the earth travels in its annual path around 
the sun, the axis of the earth is directed to a point in the 
heavens which is 23^" from the pole of the ecliptic. The pro- 
cessional effect of the sun is to cause this point — the 
pole of the earth — to revolve, always preserving the same 
angular distance from the pole of the ecliptic ; and 
thus we have a motion of the type represent^ in the 
diagram. As the ecliptic occupies a position which for our 
present purpose we may r^rd as fixed in space, it follows 
that the pole of the ecliptic is a fixed point on the surface 
of the heavens; so that the path of the pole of the earth 
must be a small circle in the heavens, fixed in its position 
relatively to the surrounding stars. In this we find a motion 
strictly analogous to that of the peg-top. It is the gravitation 
of the earth acting upon the peg-top which forces it into the 
conical motion. The immediate effect of the gravitation is so 
modified by the rapid rotation of the top, that, in obedience 
to a profound dynamical principle, the axis of the top revolves 
in a cone rather than Ml down, as it would do were the top 
not spinning. In a similar manner the immediate effect of 
the sun’s attraction on the protuberance at the equator would 
be to brii^ the pole of the earth’s axis towards tiie pole of 
the ecliptic, but the rapid rotation of the earth modifies this 
into the conical movement of precession. 

The ciroumsttmees with r^aid to the moon are much more 
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(MHnplioated. The moon desmbes a oertam ozlnfc aromd &e 
e«rth; that orbit lies in a certain plane, and that jdane hae, 
of course, a certain pole on the celestial sphere. Ihe pre* 
oesth>nal effect of the moon would accordingly t«id to nuike 
the pole of the earth’s axis describe a circle around that 
point in the heavens which is the pole of the moon's orUt 
This point is about from the pcde of the ecliprio. The 
pole of the earth is therefore solicited by two diffwent move- 
ments— one a revolution around the p<de of the ecliptic, the 
other a revolution about another point 5** distant, which is 
the pole of the moon's orbit. It would thus seem that the 
earth’s pole should make a certain composite movement due 
to the two separate movements This is really the case, but 
there is a point to be very carefully attended to, which at first 
seems almost paradoxical We have shown how the potency 
of the moon as a precessional agent exceeds that of the sun, 
and therefore it might be thought that the composite movement 
of the earth’s pole would conform more nearly to a rotation 
around the pole of the plane of the moon’s orbit than to a 
rotation around the pole of the ecliptic ; but this is not the 
casa The precessional movement is represented by a revolu- 
tion around the pole of the ecliptic, as is shown in the figure. 
Here lies the germ of one of those exquisite astronomical 
discoveries which delight us by illustrating some of the most 
subtle phenomena of nature. 

The plane in which the moon revolves does not occupy a 
ccmstant position. We are not here specially concerned with the 
causes of this change in the plane of the moon’s orbit, but the 
character of the movement must be enunciated. The inclination 
of this plane to the ecliptic is about 5" and this inclinatimr 
does not vary (except within very narrow limits) ; but the 
line of intersection of the two planes does vary, and, in &ct, 
varies so quickly that it completes a revolution in about 18] 
years. This movement of the plane of the moon’s orbit 
neeessitates a omtesponding change in the {ioritum of its pole, 
We thus see that the pole of the moon’s orUt most be actU8% 
tevolving around the pole the ecliptic, always xemainkig at 
the same diatanee of 5^, and o(»a]^e(^ its revolution in 18] 
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ynaa. It will^ theieicm, be obrknu Uiat theme u a ptofoinid 
diffemice between the prec^onal effect of the son end of 
the moon in their action on the earth, the «m inriteB the 
earth’s pole to describe a circle around a fixed centra; the 
mo(m invites the earth’s pole to describe a circle around a centro 
which is itself in constant motion. It fortunately happens that 
the circumstances of the ease are such as to reduce considerably 
the CQtnplexity of the problem. The movement of the moon’s 
plane, only occupying about 18| years, is a very rapid motion 
compared with the whole preoessiohal movement, whidli 
occupies about 26,000 years. It follows that by the time the 
earth’s axis has completed one circuit of its majestic cone, the 
pole of the moon’s pl^e will have gone round about 1,400 times. 
Now, as this pole really only describes a comparatively small 
cone of 5*’ in radius, we may for a first approximation take the 
average position which it occupies ; but this average position 
is, of course, the centre of the circle which it describes — ^that 
is, the pole of the ecliptic. 

We thus see that the average precesrional effect of the moon 
simply conspires with that of the sun to produce a revolution 
around the pole of the ecliptic. The grosser phenomena of the 
movements of the earth’s axis are to be exphdned by the 
uniform revolution of the pole in a circular path; but if we 
make a minute examination of the track of the earth’s axis, 
we shall find that though it, on the whole, conforms with the 
circle, yet that it really traces out a sinuous line, sometimes on 
the inside and sometimes on the outside of the circle. This 
delicate movement arises &om the oontinooos change in the 
place of the pole of the moon’s orUt The period of these 
undulations is 18| years, i^^reeing exactly with the period of the 
revolution of the moon’s nodes. The amount by which the 
pole departs from the circle on either side is (mly about 
d’2 seo(md8--a quantity rather less thui che twenty-thousandth 
part of the radius of the sphere This phenomenon, known as 
*‘ikatafibQ,'’ was disoovmed by the beautiful telescopic researches 
iff ikadley, in 1747, Whether we look at the theoretioal interest 
(ff the eubjeet ori^ the refinmnmxt of the observations involved, 
this aidrievemeQt of the " Vir incognparalnlis,” as Bradley has 



£02 


TBB BTOBY OF TBE BEAVSNB. 


beoa called by Bessel, is one of the masteiiHeces of astton<nmcal 
genius. 

The phenomena of precession and nutation depend on 
movements of the earth itself, and not on movements of the 
axis of rotation within the earth. Theref<ne the distance of 
any particular spot on the earth from the north or south 
pole is not disturbed by either of these ph^omena. The 
latitude of a place is the distance of the place from the 
earth’s equator, and this quantity remains unaltered in the 
course of the long precession cycle of 26,000 yearn But it 
has been discovered within the last few years that latitudes are 
subject to a small periodic change of a few tenths of a second 
of ara This was first pointed out about 1880 by Dr. KUstner, 
of Berlin, and by a masterly analysis of all available observa- 
tions, made in the course of many years past at various 
observatories. Dr. Chandler, of Boston, has shown that the 
latitude of every point on the earth is subject to a double 
oscillation, the period of one being 427 days and the other 
about a year, the mean amplitude of each being 0"'14. In 
other words, the spot in the arctic regions, directly in the 
prolongation of the earth’s axis of rotation, is not absolutely 
fixed ; the end of the imaginary axis moves about in a com- 
plicated manner, but always keeping within a few yards of 
its average position. This remarkable discovery is not only 
of value as introducing a new refinement in numy astronomical 
researches depending on an accurate knowledge of the latitude, 
but theoretic^ investigations show that the periods of this 
variation are incompatible with the assumption that the earth 
is an absolutely rigid body. Though this assumption has in 
other ways been found to be untenable, the confirmation of 
this view by the discovery of Dr. Chandler is of great 
importanca 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

rm ABERRATION OF LIOHT. 

mie Beni and Appirent Movamenta of the Stars— >How th^ can be Diecriminated 
— ^Aberration produces Effects dependent on the Position of the Stats— ‘The 
Pole of the Ecliptic— Aberration makes Stars seem to Move in a Circle, an 
Ellipse, or a Straight line according to Position— All the Ellipses have Equdl 
Major Axes— How is this Movement to be Explained F— How to be Dis- 
tinguished from Annual Parallax— The Apex of the Earth’s Way— How 
this is to be Explained by the Velocity of Light— How the Scale of the Solar 
S3 stem can be Measured by the Aberration of light. 

We have in this chapter to narrate a discovery of a recondite 
character, which illustrates in a forcible manner some of the 
fundamental truths of Astronomy. Our diseussion of it will 
naturally be divided into two parts. In the first part we 
must describe the nature of the phenomenon, and then we 
must give the extremely eluant explanation afibrded by the 
properties of light The telescopic discovery of aberration, 
as well as its explanation, are both due to the illustrious 
Bradley. 

The expression Jixed star, so often used in astronomy, is to 
be received in a very qualified sense. The stars are, no doubt 
well fixed in their places, so far as coarse observation is con* 
cemed. The lineaments of the constellations remain unchained 
for centuries, and, in contrast with the ceaseless movemoats of 
the planets, the stars are not inappropriately called fixed. We 
have, however, had more than one occasion to show throughout 
the course of this work that the expression “ fixed star ” is not 
an aooun^ one when minute quantities are hdd in esiimatien. 
With the exsct meseuxes of. modem instruments, many of these 
quantities are so perceptible that they have to be always 
raokoned witk in astronomical wquiiy. We can divide ^ 
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moTemmts the stars into two great glasses: the real 
movements imd the apparmit movements. The mothm 

of the stars and the movements of rerolatkm of the Innaiy 
stars oonstitate the real movemaoits of these boihes. These 
movements are special to each star, so thiUi two stars, although 
close together in the heavens, may differ in the widest degree as 
to the real movements which they possess. It may, indeed, 
sometimes happen that stars in a certain region axe animated 
with a common movement In this phmomenmi we have 
traces of a real movement shared by a number of stars in 
a certain group With this exception, however, the real 
movements of the stars seem to be governed by no systemiUdc 
law, and the rapidly moving stars are scattered here and 
there indiscriminately over the heavens. 

The apparent movements of the stars have a different 
character, inasmuch as we find the movement of each star 
d^ermined by the place which it occupies in the heavens. 
It is by this means that we discriminate the real movements 
of the star from its apparent movements, and examine the 
character of both. 

In the present chapter we are concerned with the apparent 
movements only, and of these there are three, due respec- 
tively to precession, to nutation, and to aberration. Each of 
tliese appatmt movements obeys laws peculiar to itself, and 
thus it b^mes possible to analyse the total apparent motion, 
and to dismminate the proportions in which the precession, 
Uxe nutation, and the aberration have sevoally contributed 
We are thus enabled to isolate the effect of aberration as com* 
idetdy as if it were the sole (^ent of apparent displacan^it, 
so th^, by an alliance between mathrau^cal calculation and 
astanonomioal observation, we can study the effects of aber- 
ration as oleariy as if the stars were affected by no other 
motionB. 

Oonoentrating our attention solely on the phenomena of 
abemtimi we ri^tll describe its partioular ^eot upon stais in 
different ii^ons of the sky, and thus ascertain the law* 
acoordiiig to which the ef^ts of ahertaikm are exhibited. 
When st^ has bean tfsken, we shall be in a position to 
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beautiM explanaitloii of thorn U'wb depmitot 
the veloeity of light 

At one pwrti<Hilar regbn of the heaTone the effect of 
abmatioA has a degree i^{ihcity which is not maaifei^ed 
anywhere else. This region lies in the ocmstellation Draco, 
at the pole of the ecliptic. At this pole, or in its immediate 
neighbourhood, each star, in virtue of aberration, describes a 
circle in the heavens. This cirdle is very minute; it would 
take something like 2,000 of thaw cirdes together to form 
an area equal to the area of the moon. Expressed in the 
usual astronomical language, we should say that the diameter 
of this small circle is about 40*9 secmds of arc. This 
is a quantity which, though small to the umdded eye, is 
really of great relative magnitude in the present state of 
telescopic research. It is not only large enough to be per- 
ceived, but it can be m^usured, with an accuracy which 
actually does not admit of a doubt, to the hundredth part 
of the whole. It is also observed that each star describes 
its little circle in precisely the same period of time ; and 
that period is one year, or, in other words, the time of the 
revolution of the earth around the sun. It is found that 
for all stars in this region, be they large stars or small, single 
or double, white or coloured, the circles appropriate to each 
have all the same size, and are all described in the same 
time. Even from this alone it would be manifest that the 
cause of the phenomenon cannot lie in the star itself This 
unanimity in stars of every magnitude and distance requires 
some simpler explanatioa 

Further examination of stars in different regions sheds 
new light on the subject As we proceed from the pole of 
the ecliptic, we still find that each star exhibits an annual 
movement of the same character as the stars just considered. 
In one respect, however, there is a difference. The apparent 
path of tlm star is no longer a circle; it has become an 
eiHpse. It is, however, soon peromved that the diape and the 
position this ellipse are governed by the timple law that 
the frirther tire star is from the pole of the eoliptie the greater 
h the eeoantrioity of tile dlipse. The apparmt of the stam 
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At the same distazioe from thie pole have equal eooeQtri<^t3r, aii^ 
of the axes of the ellipse the Sorter is always diieoted to 
the pole, the longer being, of ootuse, perpendicular to it It 
is, howevor, found that no matter how great the eccentricity 
may become, the major axis always retains its original length 
It is always equal to about 409 seotnids — ^that is, to the 
diameter of the circle of aberration at the pole itself As we 
proceed further and further from the pole of the ecliptic, we 
find that each star describes a path more and more eccentric, 
until at length, when we examine a star on the ecliptic, the 
ellipse has become so attenuated that it has flattened into 
a line. Each star which happens to lie on the ecliptic 
oscillates to and fro along the ecliptic through an amplitude 
of 40*9 seconda Half a year accomplishes the journey one 
way, and the other half of the year restores the star to its 
original position When we pass to stars on the southern side 
of the ecliptic, we see the same series of changes proceed in 
an inverse order. The ellipse, from being actuidly linear, 
gradually grows in width, though still preserving the same 
length of major axis, until at length the stars near the 
southern pole of the ecliptic are each found to describe a 
circle equal to the paths pursued by the stars at the north 
pole of the ecliptia 

The circumstance that the major axes of all these ellipses 
are of equal length suggests a still further simplification 
Let us suppose that every star, either at the pole of the 
ecliptic or elsewhere, pursues an absolutely circular path, 
and that all thtese circles agree not only in magnitude, but 
also in being all parallel to the plane of the ecliptic: it is 
easy to see that this mmple 8uppositi<m will account for 
the observed facts. The stars at the pde of the ecliptic 
will, oi course, riu>w dieir circles turned fiurly towuds us, 
and we shall see that they pursue ciraular patha The 
drcular paths of the stars remote from the pole of the 
ecliptie 1 ^, however, be only seen somewhat edgewise, and 
thus the apparmit paths will be dUpUcal, AS ittB actually find 
them. We can even calculate the dqgree of eHiptarity whhh 
surmise would require, and we frnd that it ooiarii^eB with 
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observed eltiptioity. Fually, vdien we observe stees 
Mtiudly movmg in the ecliptic, the circles they follow would 
be seen edgewise, and thus the stars would have merely the 
linear movement which they are seen to possess. All the 
observed phenomena are thus fotmd to be completely con- 
sistent with the supposition that every star of all the milUims 
in the heavens describes once each year a circular path; and 
that, whether the star be far or near, this circle has always 
Ure same apparent diameter, and lies in a plane always parallel 
to the plane of the ecliptic. 

We have now wrought the foots of observation into a form 
which enables us to examine into the cause of a movement so 
systematia Why is it that each star should seem to describe 
a small circular path ? Why should that path be parallel to the 
ecliptic? Why should it completed exactly in a twelve- 
month ? We are at once referred to the motion of the earth 
around the sun. That movement takes place in the ecliptic. It 
is completed in a year. The coincidences are so obvious that we 
feel almost necessarily compelled to coimect in some way this 
apparent movement of the stars with the annual movement of 
the earth around the sun. If there were no such connection, it 
would be in the highest degree improbable that the planes of 
the circles should be all parallel to the ecliptic, or that the time 
of revolution of each star in its circle should equal that of the 
revolution of the earth around the sun. As both these con- 
ditions are fulfilled, the probability of the connection rises to 
a value almost infinite. 

The important question has then arisen as to why the move- 
ment of the earth around the sun should be associated in so 
remarkable a manner with this universal star movement. There 
is here one obvious point to be noticed and to be dismissed. We 
have in a previous chapter discussed the important question of 
die annmd parallax of stars, and we have shown how, in virtue 
of annual parallax, each star describes an ellipse. It can further 
be demonstrated that these ellipses are really circles parallel to 
tlie ecliptic; so that we might hastily assume that annual 
parallax was the cause of the phenommion disoovmed by 
Bradley A single circumstance however, cfispose of thfo 
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mtgge&tim. Hie dnde desmibed a etar in tirtne ci amnidi 
pwidlax has a magnitude depends m the dietanoe of ttie atac, 
80 that the circles described 1 ^ various stars are of various 
dimensions, corresponding to the varied distances of different 
stars. The phenomena of sbOTrarion. however, disUnctly assert 
that the drcular path of each star is of the same sisb, ({uite 
independently of what its distance may be, and hence annual 
parallax will not afford an adequate explanatioa It should 
also be noticed that the movements of a star produced by 
annual parallax are much sm^er than those due to aberration. 
There is not any known star whose circular path due to annual 
parallax has a diameter one-twentieth part of that of the circle 
due to aberration; indeed, in the great majority of cases the 
parallax of the star is an absolutely insensible quantity. 

There is, however, a still graver and quite insuperable die 
tinction between the parallactic path and the aberrational path. 
Let us, for simplicity, think of a star situated near the pole of 
the ecliptic, and thus appearing to revolve annually in a circle, 
whether we r^rd either the phenomenon of parallax or of 
aberration. As the earth revolves, so does the star appear to 
revolve ; and thus to each place of the earth in its orbit corre- 
sponds a certain place of the star in its circle. If the move- 
ment arise from annual parallax, it is easy to see where the 
place of the star will be for any position of the earth. It 
is, however, found that in the movement discovered by Bradley 
the star never has the position wluch parallax assigns to it, 
but is, in fact, a quarter of the circumference of its little 
circle distant therefrom. 

A simple rule will find the position of the star doe to 
aberration. Draw from the centre of the ellipse a radius pMalld 
to the directicm in which the earth is moving at the mmnent 
in question, then the extremity of this radius gives the potni 
on its ellipse where the star is to be found. Tested at all 
seaacms, a^ with all stars, tlus law is found to be altrays 
verified, tanA by its means we are conducted to the true 
expbnatima cff the fdienommion. 

We can mmnoiate the effects of aberration in a somewhat 
different msnner, which will show ev«a more foidhly how the 
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is ommsctied with the saotum of tiie earth in, its 
orl^ ius the eartib jmnues its annoal oourse eround the won, 
its moveiucht at ai^ morn^t may be regarded as dire^^ed 
towards a eertiun point of the ecUptio. Fmm day to day, and 
even fimn hour to hour, the point gradually moves idong tibe 
ecliptic, so as to complete the circuit in a year. At eadb moment, 
however, there is always a certain point in the heavens towards 
whkdi the earth’s motion is directed. It is, in fact, the point on 
the celestial sphere towards which the Mrth would travel con- 
tinuously if, at the moment, the attraction of the sun cotdd be 
annihilated. It is found that this point is intimately connected 
with the phenomenon of aberration. In fact, the aberration is 
really equivalent to drawing each star horn its mean place 
towards the Apex of the Earth’s Way, as the point is sometimes 
termed. It can also be shown by observation that the amount 
of aberration depends upon the distance from the apex. A 
star which happened to lie on the ecliptic will not be at all 
deranged by aberration from its mean place when it happens 
that the apex coincides with the star. All the stars 10° horn 
the apex will be displaced each by the same amount, and all 
directly in towards the apex A star 20° from the apex will 
undeig;o a larger degree of displacement, though still in the 
same direction, exactly towards the apex ; and all stars at the 
same distance will be displaced by the same amount. Pro- 
ceeding thus from the apex, we come to stars at a distance 
of 90° therefrom. Here the amount of displacement will be 
a maximum. Each one will be about twenty seconds from 
its average place; but in every case the imperative law will 
be obeyed, that the displacement of the star from its mean 
place lies towards the apex of the earth’s way. We have thus 
given two distinct descriptions of the phenomencm of aberratioa 
In the first we find it convement to speak of a star as describii^ 
a minute circular path ; in the other we have regarded aberra- 
tion as merely amounting to a derangement of the star from 
its niftan ^ace in accordance with specified laws. These de- 
staij^ons are not incoosistent: th^ are, in frict^ geometrically 
eqnivaknt ; but the latter is rather the mcs» perfect, inasmuch 
ia it assigns completely the dixeetum and extent of tlm 



810 


TBS BTOSr OF TBS BATBBS, 


denmgeme&t caused by aberration in any particular star at 
any particular moment. 

Tbe question has now been narrowed to a very definite 
form. What is it which makes each star seem to close in 
towards the point towards whion the earth is traTeUing i The 
answer will be found when we make a minute enquiry into the 
oiroumstances in which we view a star in the telescope. 

The beam of rays from a star falls on the object-glass of 
a telescope ; those rays are parallel, and after they pass through 
the object-glass they converge to a focus near the eye end of 
the instrument Let us first suppose that the telescope is at 
test; then if the telescope be pointed directly towards the 
star, tbe rays will converge to a point at the cenlare of the 
field of view where a pair of cross wires are placed, whose 
intersection defines the axis of the telescope. The case will, 
however, be altered if the telescope be moved after the light 
has passed through the objective; the rays of light in the 
interior of the tube will pursue a direct path, as before, and 
wiU proceed to a focus at the same precise point as before. 
As, however, the telescope has moved, it will, of course, have 
carried with it the pair of cross wires ; they will no longer be 
at the same point as at first, and consequently the image of 
the star will not now coincide with their intersection. 

The movement of the telescope arises &om its connection 
with tbe earth: for as the earth hurries along at a speed of 
eighteen miles a second, the telescope is necessarily displaced 
with this velocity. It might at first be thought, ^at in the 
incredibly small fraction of time necessary for light to pass 
from the object-glass to the eye-piece, the change in the position 
of the telescope must be too minute to be appreciable. Let 
us suppose, for instance, that the star is situated near the 
pole of the ecliptic, then tbe telescope will be conveyed by the 
earth's motion in a direction perpendicular to its length. If 
the tube Of the instrument be about twenty feet long, it can 
be readily demonstrated that during the time the light travels 
down the tube the movement of the earth will convey the 
telescope through a distance of about one-fortieth of an inch.* 
* AtUwaaiUi emiunmtha taleaeope atthsmtoof 18 aiilM sMsond, aad m 
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IMb b ft q[ii«atity veiy distinctly meftsuigblc with the magnify* 
ing power of the eye-piece, imd hence this derax^im&eat <tf 
tlm star’s place is very appreciable. It therefore follows that 
if we wish the star to be shown at the centre of the instrument, 
the telescope is not to be pointed directly at the star, as it 
would have to be were the earth at rest, but the telescope 
must be pointed a little in advance of tbe star’s true positum; 
and as we determine the apparent place of the star by the 
direction in which the telescope is pointed, it follows that 
the {^parent place of the star is altered by the motion oi 
the earth. 

Every circumstance of the change in the star’s place admits 
of complete explanation in this manner. Take, for instance, 
the small circular path which each star appears to describe. 
We shall, for simplicity, refer only to a star at the pole of 
the ecliptic. Suppose that the telescope is pointed truly to 
the place of the star, then, as we have shown, the image oi 
the star will be at a distance of one-fortieth of an inch from 
the cross wires. This distance will remain constant, but each 
night the direction of the star irom the cross wires will change, 
so that in the course of the year it completes a circle, and 
returns to its original position. We shall not pursue the cal- 
culations relative to other stars; suffice it here to say that 
the movement of the earth has been found adequate to account 
for the phenomena, and thus the doctrine of the aberration 
of light is demonstrated. 

It remains to allude to one point of the utmost interest 
and importance. We have seen that the magnitude of the 
aberration can be measured by astronomical observation. The 
amount of this aberration depends upon the velocity of light, 
and on the velocity with which the earth’s motion is performed. 
We can measure the velocity of light by independent measure- 
ments, in tbe manner already explained in Chapter X1L‘ We 
are thus enabled to calculate what the velocity of the earth 

moves with the velooity of 180,000 miles « second very nesrly, it follows 
thet the vdodty of tbe telescope ie ehont one ten-tiioassndth part of thet of 
lill^t. While the tight moves down the tnhe 20 feet long, the telosoope will 
therefore have moved the ten-thoneandth part of 20 feet— •.#.> the forUeth of 
aa inch. 
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mtivt be, he tbore Is ittij aoa psiiiookr velocity Ibr 
eeith wUob. when oonUnned with the messined '^ointy of 
light, will give the measured value o£ abemtaoB. The vdooity 
of the earth bang tiius asoertained, and the lec^fth of the year 
being known, it is easy to find the oiroumfareace ci the eaf^’s 
{>ath, and therefore its radius; that is, the distance frmB the 
earth to the sua 

Here is indeed a singular result, and one which shows 
how profoimdly the various ph^mmaaa of scifflxce are iabee- 
wovea We make experiments in our laboratory, and find the 
velocity of light We observe the fixed stars, and measure 
the aberration. We e(nnbine these results, and deduce there- 
from the distance from the earth to the sun! Al&ough this 
method of finding the sun's distance is one of very great 
el^ance, and admits of a certain amount of precision, yet it 
cannot be relied upcm as a perfectly unimpeachable method 
of deducing the great constant A perfect method must be 
based on the operations of mere surveying, and ought not to 
involve recondite physical considerations. We cannot, how- 
ever, fail to regard the discovery of aberration by Bradley as 
a most pleasing and beautiful achievement for it not only 
greatly improves the calculations of practical astronomy, but 
links together several physical phenomena of the greatest 
interest 
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CHAPTER XXVI, 

THE ASTRONOMICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF HEAT. 

Heat and Asironotny— Distribution of Heat— The Freeenoe of Heat in the Earth 
— Heat in other Celeetial Bodiee— Vaiietiea of Temperature— The Law of 
Cooling— The Heat of the Sun— Can its Temperature be Measured ?— Badlation 
connected with the 8un*s Bulk— Gan the Sun bo EiEhausting his Resources f— 
No marked Change has occurred — Geological Evidence as to the Changes of 
the Sun^s Heat Doubtful— The Cooling of the Sun — llie Sim cannot be merely 
an Incandescent Solid Cooling— Combustion will not Explain the Matter- 
Some Heat 4 b obtained from Meteoric Matter, but this is not Adequate to the 
Maintenance of the Sun’s Heat— The Contraction of a Heated Globe of Ckis— > 
An Apparent Paradox— The Doctrine of Energy— The Nebular Theory— 
Evidence in Support of this Theory — Sidereal Evidence of the Nebular Theory 
— Herschel's View of Sidereal Aggregation— The Nebulm do not Exhibit 
Changes within the Limits of our Observation. 

That a portion of a work on astronomy i^uld bear the title 
placed at the head of this chapter will perhaps strike some of 
our readers as unnsual, if not actually inappropriate. Is not 
heat, it may be stud, a question merely of experimental physios 1 
and how can it be legitimately introduced into a treatise up<m 
the heavenly bodies and their movements? Whatever weight 
such objections might have once had need not now be con- 
sidered. The recent researches on heat have shown not only 
that heat has important bearings on astronomy, but that it 
has really been one of the chief agents by which the universe 
has been moulded into its actual fona At the present Ume 
no work on astronomy could be omnplete without some account 
of the remarkable connection between the laws of heat and 
the astronomical consequences which follow £rom those lawa 
In disousini^ the planetary motions and the laws d Kepler, 
or in disousnng the movements of the moon, the pfroper motimui 
of the stats, or the revdutionB of the binary stars, we proceed 
98 
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on the suppositm that the bodies we ate dealing with are 
rigid parrioles, and the question as to whether them partieles 
are hot or cold does not seem to hare any especial bearing. 
No doubt the ordinary periodic phmom^ia of our system, 
such as the revolution of the planets in conformity with 
Kepler’s laws, will be observed for countlees ages, whether the 
planets be hot or cold, or whatever may be the beat of the 
sua It must, however, be admitted that the laws of heat 
introduce certain modifications into the statement of these 
laws. The effects of heat may not be immediately pero^tible, 
but they exist— they are constantly acting; and in the pro> 
gross of time th^ are adequate to effecting the mightiest 
changes throughout the universe. 

Let us briefly recapitulate the circumstances of our system 
which give to heat its potency. Look first at our eanh, which 
at present seems — on its surface, at all events — to be a body 
devoid of internal heat ; a closer examinatiem will dispel this 
idea. Have we not the phenomena of volcanoes, of geysers, 
and of hot springs, which show that in the interior of the 
earth Leat must exist in for greater intensity than we find 
on the surface? These phenomena sete found in widely 
different regions of the earth. Their origin is, no doubt, in- 
volved in a good deal of obscurity, but yet no one can dmy 
that they indicate vast reservoirs of heat. It would indeed 
seem that heat is to be found everywhere in the deep inner 
regions of the earth. If we take a thermometer down a deep 
mine, we find it records a temperature higher than at the 
surface. The deeper we deseed the higher is the tempera- 
sure , and if the same rate of progress should be muntained 
through those depths of the earth which we are not able to 
pen^rate, it can be demonstrated that at twenty or thirty 
miles below the surface the temperature must be as great as 
that of red-hot iroa 

We find in the other oeleriial bodiM abundant evidence of 
the fwesent or the past existence of heat Our moon, as we 
hove already mentumed, affbrds a very strikhig imAance of a 
body winch must once have been htg^y heated. Ihe 
extraordmaiy vtdoanoes on its smrfooe place this bsyend 
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doubt. It is equidty tnie that those volcanoes have been 
silent lor ages, so ihi^ whatever may be the intmor o(mdjti<m 

the moon, the sur&oe has now cooled down. Dztendiug 
our view furdier, we ^ in the great planets Jupiter and Saturn 
evidence that they are still endowed with a temperature &r 
in excess of tliat which the earth has retamed; while, when 
we look at our sun, we see a body in a state of brilliant in- 
oandesomce, and glowing with a Inrvour to which we cannot 
approximate in our m^taest furnaces. The various fixed 
stars are bodies which glow with heat, like our sun ; while we 
have in the nebulce objects the existence of which is hardly 
intelligible to us, unless we admit that th^ are possessed 
of heat. 

From this rapid survey of the different bodies in our uni* 
verse one conclusion is obvious. We may have great doubts 
as to the actual temperature of any individual body of the 
system; but it cannot be doubted that there is a wide range 
of temperature anumg the different bodies. Some are hotter 
than others. The stars and suns are perhaps the hottest oi 
all; but it is not improbable that they may be immeasurably 
outnumbered by the cold and dark bodies of the universe, 
which are to us invisible, and oidy manilsst their existence in 
an indirect and casual manner. 

The law of cooling tells us that every body radiates heat, 
and that the quantity of heat which it radiates increases when 
the temperature of the body increases relatively to the sur> 
rounding medium. This law appears to be universal It is 
obeyed on the earth, and it would seem that it must be equally 
obeyed by every other body in rpaca We thus see that each 
of the planets and each of the stars is continuously pouring 
forth in all directions a never*cea«ng stream of heat This 
radiation of heat is productive of very momentous consequences. 
Let us study them, for instance, in the case of the sun. 

Our g^eat luminary enuts an incessant flood of radiant 
heat In directions. A minute fraction of that heat » intrav 
oc^ted by our earth, and is, directly or indirectly, the source 
of all life, and of nearly all movement, <m our earth. To pour 
forth heat as the sun doe% h is necessary that hiii tempMSP 



THE 8T0BT OF THE HEAVENS. 


m 

ture be enormously high. And there are smne facts which 
permit us to form an estimate of what that temperature must 
actually be. 

It is difficult to form any numerical statement of the actual 
temperature of the sum The intensity of that temperature 
vastly transcends the greatest artificial heat, and any attempt 
to clothe such estimates in figures is necessarily .very pre* 
carious. But assuming the greatest artificial temperature to 
be about 4,000° Fahr., we t^all probably be well within the 
truth if we state the effective temperature of the sun to be 
about 14,000° Fahr. This is the result of a recent investiga- 
tion by Messrs. Wilson and Gray, which seems to be entitled 
to considerable weight. 

The copious outflow of heat from the sun corresponds 
with its enormous temperature. We can express the amount 
of heat in various ways, but it must be remembered that con- 
siderable uncertainty still attaches to such measurements. The 
old method of measuring heat by the quantity of ice melted 
may be used as an illustration. It is computed that a shell 
of ice 43^ feet thick surrounding the whole sun would in one 
minute be melted by the sun’s heat underneath, A some- 
what more elegant illustration was also given by Sir John 
Herschel, who showed that if a cylindrical glacier 45 miles 
in diameter were to be continuidly flowing into the sun 
with the velocity of light, the end of that glacier would be 
melted as quickly as it advanced. From each square foot 
in the surface of the sun emerges a quantity of heat as great 
as could be produced by the dmly combustion of sixteen' tons 
of coal. This is, indeed, an amount of heat which, properly 
transformed into work, would keep an ei^ine of many hundreds 
of horse-power running from one year’s end to the other. The 
heat radiated from a few acres on the sun would be adequate 
to drive all the steam engines in the world. When Vre refieot 
on the vast intensity of the radiation from each square foot 
of the sun’s surface, and when we combine with this the 
stupendous dimensions of the sun, imagination fiuls to realise 
how vast must be the actual expenditure of heat. 

In presence of the prod%al expenditure of the sun’s heat» 
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WB are tempted to ask a question which has the most vitsl 
interest for the earth and its inhabitanta We live from hour 
to hour by the sun’s splendid generosity; and, therefore, it 
is important for us to know what security we possess for the 
continuance of his favours. When we witness the terrific 
disbursement of the sun’s heat each hour, we are compelled 
to ask whether our great luminary may not be exhausting 
its resources ; and if so, what are the prospects of the future 7 
This question we can partly answer. The whole subject is 
indeed of surpassing interest, and redolent with the spirit of 
modern scientific thought 

Our first attempt to examine this question must lie in an 
appeal to the facts which are attainable. We want to know 
whether the sun is showing any symptoms of decay. Are 
the days as warm and as bright now as they were last year, 
ten years ago, one hundred years ago? We can find no 
evidence of any change since the Ix^nning of authentic 
records. If the sun’s heat had perceptibly changed within 
the last two thousand years, we should expect to find 
corresponding changes in the distribution of plants and of 
animals; but no such changes have been detected. There is 
no reason to think that the climate of ancient Greece or of 
ancient Borne was appreciably different from the climates of 
the Greece and ‘the Home that we know at this day. The 
vine and the olive grow now where they grew two thousand 
years ago. 

We must not, however, lay too much stress on this 
argument; for the effects of slight changes in the sun’s heat 
may have been neutralised by corresponding adaptations in 
the pliable organisms of cultivated planta All we can 
certainly conclude is that no marked change has taken place 
in the heat of the sun during historical time. But when we 
come to look back into much earlier ages, we find copious 
evidence that the earth has undergone great changes in 
climate. Geological records can on this question hardly be 
misinterpreted. Yet it is curious to note that these changes 
are hardly such as could arise from the gradual exhau8ti<m 
of the sun’s radiation. No doubt, in very early times w© 
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have evidenoe that the earth’s climate must hare been nmoh 
wanner than at present We had the great carboniferous 
period, when the temperature must almost have been tropical 
in Arctic latitudes. Yet it is hardly possible to cite this as 
evidence that the sun' was then much more powerful; for we 
are immediately reminded of the glacial period, when our 
temperate zones were overlaid by sheets of solid ice, as 
Northern Greenland is at present. If we suppose the sun to 
have been hotter than it is at present to account for the 
vegetation which produced coal, then we ought to assume 
the sun to be colder than it is now to account for the 
glacial period. It is not reasonable to attribute such 
phenomena to fluctuations in the radiation from the sun. 
The glacial periods prove that we cannot appeal to geology 
in aid of the doctrine that a secular cooling of the sun is 
now in progress. The geol(^ical variations of climate may 
have been caused by changes in the earth itself or by 
changes in its actual orbit; but however they have been 
caused, they hardly tell us much with regard to the past 
history of our sua 

The heat of the sun has lasted countless ages; yet we 
cannot credit the sun with the power of actually creating 
heat We must apply to the tremendous mass of the sun 
the same laws which we have found by our experiments on 
the earth. We must ask, whence comes the heat sufficient 
to supply this lavish outgoii^? Let us briefly recount the 
various suppositions that have been made. 

Place two red-hot spheres of iron side by side, a large 
one and a small one. They have been taken from the same 
fire; they were both equally hot; th^ are both cooling, but 
the small sphere cools more rapidly. It speedily becomes 
dark, while the large sphere is still glowing, and would con- 
tinue to do so for some minutes. The larger the sphere, the 
longer it will take to cool ; and hence it has been supposed 
that a mighty sphwe of the prodigious dimeninons of our 
sun would, if once heated, cool gradually, but the dunUtm dt 
the cooling would be so' long that for thousands and for 
millions oS years it could oonUnue to be a source of light 



TSS dBlUomMlOAL SIUJfJFIOJNCR OF MEAT. 619 


«iad Wt to the revolvii^ system o£ planeta 'Biis suggestum 
9r11I not bear the test of arithmetic. If the sun had ao 
source of heat beyond that indicated its high tmaperatore, 
ire can show that radiation would cool the sun a few degrees 
eiveiy year. Two thousand years would then witness a vety 
great decrease in the sun's heat. We ate certain that no 
such decrease can hsTe taken place. The source of the 
sun's radiation cannot be found in the mere coolii^ of an 
incandescent mass. 

Can the iires in the sun be mcuntained by combustion, 
analogous to that which goes on in our furnaces ? Here we 
would seem to have a source of gigantic heat ; but arithmetic 
also disposes of this supposition. We know that if the sun 
were made of even solid coal itself, and if that coal were 
burning in pure oxygen, the heat that could be produced 
would only suffice for 6,000 years. If the sun which shone 
upon the builders of the great Pyramid had been solid coal 
&om surface to centre, it must by this time have been in 
great part burned away in the attempt to maintain its present 
rate of expenditure. We are thus forced to look to other 
sources for the supply of the sun's heat, since neither the 
heat of incandescence nor the heat of combustion will suffice. 

There is probably — indeed, we may say certainly — one 
external source feom which the heat of the sun is recruited. 
It will be necessary for us to consider this source with some 
caio, though I think we shall find it to be merely an auxiliary 
of comparatively trifling moment. According to this view, 
the solar heat receives occasional accessions from the fell 
upon the sun's surface of masses of meteoric matter. There 
can be hardly a doubt that such masses do fell upon the 
sun; there is certrinly no doubt that if they do, the sun 
must gain some heat thereby. We have experience on the 
earth of a very interesting kind, which illustrate the develop* 
ment of heat by meteoric matte. There Jie a world of 
;^loso{ffiy in a shooting star. Some of these mjrriad objects 
rush into our atmosphere and are lost; others, no doubt, 
rush into the son iri^ the same result We also admit that 
the dascenjt uf a shooting star into the atmosphere of the sun 
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must attended vith a dash of light and of heat The 
heat acquired by the earth from the flashing of the shooting 
stars through our air is quite insensible. It has been sup- 
posed, hovrever, that the heat accruing to the sun lErom the 
same cause may be quite sensible — ^nay, it has been even 
supposed that the sun may be re-invigorated from this source. 

Here, again, we must apply the cold principles of weights 
and measures to estimate the plausibility of this suggestion. 
We first calculate the actual weight of meteoric indraught to 
the sun which would be adequate to sustiun the fires of the 
sun at their present vigour. The mass of matter that would 
be required is so enormous that we cannot usefully express 
it by imperial weights ; we must deal with masses of impos- 
ing magnitude. It fortunately happens that the weight of 
our moon is a convenient unit Conceive that our moon — 
a huge globe, 2,000 miles in diameter — were crushed into a 
myriad of fragments, and that these fragments were allowed 
to rain in on the sun ; there can be no doubt that this 
tremendous meteoric shower would contribute to the sun 
rather more heat than would be required to supply his radia- 
tion for a whole year. If we take our earth itself, conceive 
it comminuted into dust, and allow that dust to fall on the 
sun as a mighty shower, each fragment would instantly give 
out a quantity of heat, and the whole would add to the sun 
a supply of heat adequate to sustain the present rate of 
radiation for nearly one hundred years. The mighty mass of 
Jupiter treated in the same way would generate a meteoric 
display greater in the ratio in which the mass of Jupiter 
exceeds the mass of earth. Were Jupiter to fall into the 
sun, enough heat would be thereby produced to scorch the 
whole solar system; while all the planets together would be 
capable of producing heat which, if properly economised, 
would supply the radiation of the sun for 45,000 years. 

It must be . remembered that though the moon could 
supply one year’s heat, and Jupiter 30,000 years’ heat, yet 
the practical question is not whether the solar system could 
sujqfly the sun’s heat, but whether it doea Is it likely 
that meteors equal in mass to the moon fall into the sun 
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every year? This is the real question, and I think we are 
bound to reply to it in the negative. It can bo shown 
that the quantity of meteors whi<^ could be cau^t by the 
sun in any one year can be only an excessively minute fiction 
of the total amount. If, therefore, a moomweight of meteors 
were caught every year, there must be an incredible mass of 
meteoric matter roaming at large through the system. There 
mirst be so many meteors that the earth would be incessantly 
pelted with them, and heated to such a degree as to be rendered 
uninhabitable. There are also other reasons which preclude 
the supposition that a stupendous quantity of meteoric matter 
exists in the vicinity of the sun. Such matter would produce 
an appreciable effect on the movement of the planet Mercury. 
There are, no doubt, some irregularities in the movements of 
Mercury not yet fully explained, but these irregularities are veiy 
much less than would be the case if meteoric matter existed in 
quantity adequate to the sustentation of the sun. Astronomers, 
then, believe that though meteors may provide a rate in aid of 
the sun’s current expenditure, yet that the greater portion of 
that expenditure must be defrayed from other resources. 

It is one of the achievements of modem science to have 
attempted the solution of the problem by showii^ how it is 
that, notwithstanding tha stupendous radiation, the sun may 
still maintain its- temperature. The question is not free from 
difficulty in its exposition, but the matter is one of such very 
great importance that we are compelled to make the attempt 

Let us imagine a vast globe of heated gas in space. This 
is not an entirely gratuitous supposition, inasmuch as there 
are globes apparently of this character ; they have been already 
alluded to as planetary nebulse. This globe will radiate heat, 
and we shall suppose that it emits more heat than it receives 
from the radiation of other bodiea The globe will accord- 
ingly lose heat, or what is equivalent thereto, but it will bo 
incorrect to assume that the globe will necessarily fall in 
temperature. That the contrary is, indeed, the case is a 
result almost paradoxical at the first glance; but yet it can 
be shown to be a necessary consequence of the laws of heat 
and of gases. 
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Let us fix oar attmdtm m a portion of llie gw on 
the surface of the globe. This is. of course, attracted 1^ at) 
tJae rest of the globe, and thus tends in tooraids the Ofuttue 
of the globe. If equilibrium subsists, this t^d^cy must be 
neutralised by the pressure of the gas beneath; so that the 
greater the gravitation, the greater is the pressure. When 
the globe of gas loses heat by radiatiop, let us suppose that 
it grows colder— that its temperature accordingly falls; than, 
since the pressure of a gas decreases when the temperature 
falls, the pressure beneath the superficial layer of the gas will 
decrease, while the gravitation is unaltered. The consequence 
will inevitably be that the gravitation will now conquer the 
pressure, and the globe of gas will accordingly contract There 
is, however, another way in which we can look at the matter. 
We know that heat is equivalent to energy, so that when the 
globe radiates forth heat, it must expend energy. A part of 
the energy of the globe will be due to its temperature ; but 
another, and in some respects a more important, part is that 
due to the separation of its particles. If we allow the particles 
to come closer together we shall diminish the energy due to 
separation, and the energy thus set free can take the form of 
heat But this drawing in of the particles necessarily involves 
a shrinking of the globe 

And now for the remarkable consequence, which seems to 
have a very important application in astronomy. As the globe 
contracts, a part of its energy of separation is changed into 
heat; that he&t is partly radiated away, but not so rapidly 
as it is produced by the contraction. The consequence is, that 
although the globe is really losing heat and really oontractii^ 
yet that its temperature is actually rising.'*^ A simple case 
will suffice to demonstrate this result, paradoxical as it may 
at first seem. Let us suppose that by contraction of the sphere 
it had diminished to one*half its diameter ; and let us fix our 
attention on a cubic inch of the gaseous matter in any point 
of the mass. After the contraction has taken place each edge 

* 8t» KewcomVi “ jUtooBOffijr,” p. SC8, the di*eoTMy fff flth 

law ia sttrfliBted to Ifr. J. Homer Lane, of Wadiingtai. Dim contmoUoB ttasiy 
ia dne to Helmholta. 
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of die (Hibe would be teduoed to half an iiu^, and the Tolume 
would theiefore be reduced to one-dghdi part of its <»iginal 
amount Ihe law of gases tells us that the teiuperatuto 
be unaltered the pressure varies inversely as the volume, and 
consequently the internal pressure in the cube would in that 
case be increased eightfold. As, however, in the case 
before us, the distance between every two parddes is 
reduced to one-half, it will follow t^t the gravitation 
between every two particles is increased fourfold, and as 
the area is alw redu(^ to one-fourth, it will follow that the 
pressure inside the reduced cube is -increased sixteenfold; 
but we have already seen that with a constant temperature it 
only increases eightfold, and hence the temperature cannot 
be constant, but must rise with the contraction. 

We thus have the somewhat astonishing result that a 
gaseous globe in space radiating heat, and thereby growing 
smaller, is' all the time actually increasing in temperatura 
But, it may be said, surely this cannot go on for ever. Are 
we to suppose that the gaseous mass will go on contracting 
and contracting with a temperature ever fiercer and fiercer, 
and actually radiating out more and more heat the more it 
loses ? Where lies the limit to such a prospect ? As the body 
contracts, its density must increase, until it either becomes a 
liquid, or a solid, or. at any rate, until it ceases to obey the 
laws of a purely gaseous body which we have supposed. Once 
these laws cease to be observed the argument disappears ; the 
loss of heat may then really be attended with a loss of tem- 
perature, until in the course of time the body has sunk to 
the temperature of space itseE 

It is not assumed that this reasoning can be applied m 
all its completeness to the present state of the sun. The 
sun’s denrity is now so great that the laws of gases cannot 
be there strictly followed There is, however, good reason to 
believe that the stm was once more gaseous than at present ; 
possibly at one time he may have been quite gaseous enough 
to admit of this reasoning in all its fulness. At present the 
sun appears to be in some intermediate stage of its progress 
from the gaseous condition to the solid condition. We caimot^ 
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therefore, say that the teuiperature of the sun is now increasing 
in correspondence with the process of contraction This may 
be true or it may not be true; we have no means of deciding 
the point We may, however, feel certain that the sun is 
still su£Sciently gaseous to experience in some d^pree the rise 
of temperature associated with the contraction. That rise in 
temperature may be partly or wholly obscured by the &11 in 
temperature which would be the more obvious consequence of 
the radiation of heat from the partially solid body. It will, 
however, be manifest that the cooling of the sun may be enor- 
mously protracted if the fall of temperature from the one 
cause be nearly compensated by the rise of temperature from 
the other. It can hardly be doubted that in this we find 
the real explanation of the fact that we have no historical 
evidence of any appreciable alteration m the radiation of heat 
from the sun. 

This question is one of such interest that it may be worth 
while to look at it from a slightly different point of view. 
The sun contains a certain store of energy, part of which is 
continually disappearing in the form of radiant heat. The 
energy remaining in the sun is partly transformed in character ; 
some of it is transformed into heat, which goes wholly or 
partly to supply the loss by radiation. The total energy of 
the sun must, however, be decreasing; and hence it would 
seem the sun must at some time or other have its energy 
exhausted, and cease to be a source of light and of heat. It 
is true that the rate at which the sun contracts is very 
slow. We are, indeed, not able to measure with certrunty 
the decrease in the sun’s bulk. It is a quantity so minute, 
that the contraction since the birth of accurate astronomy is 
not large enough to be perceptible in our telescopes. It is, 
however, possible to compute what the contraction of the 
sun’s bulk must be, on the supposition that the energy lost 
by that contraction just suffices to supply the daily radiation 
of heat The change is very small when we consider the 
present size of the sun. At the present time the sun’s diameter 
is about 800,000 miles. If each year this diameter decreases 
by about 500 feet sufficient energy will be yielded to account 
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lor the entire radi^ioa. Some gradual decrease is always in 
pregvesi. 

These considerations are of considerable interest when we 
apply them retrospectively. If it be true that the son is at 
this moment shrinking, then in past times his globe must 
have been greater than it is at present. Assuming the 
figures already given, it follows that one hundred years ago 
the diameter of the sun must have been about ten miles 
greater than it is now; one thousand years ago the diameter 
was one hundred miles greater; ten thousand years ago the 
diameter of the sun was apparently a -thousand miles greater 
than it is to-day. The discovery of radium and its marvellous 
properties suggests, however, that possibly there may be other 
ways of keeping up the sun’s heat than that of contraction 
alona 

We must not, however, over-estimate the significance of 
such figurea The diameter of the sun is so great that a 
diminution of 10,000 miles would be but little more than 
the hundredth part of its diameter. If it were suddenly to 
shrink to the extent of 10,000 miles, the change would not 
be appreciable to ordinary observation, though a much smaller 
change would not elude delicate astronomical measurement 
It does not necessarily follow that the climates on our earth 
in these early -times must have been very different from 
those which we find at this day, for the question of climate 
depends upon other matters besides sunbeams, 

Yet we need not abruptly stop our retrospect at any 
epoch, however remote. We may go back earlier and earlier, 
t^ugh the long ages which geolc^sts claim for the deposi- 
tion of the stratified rocks ; and back again still further, to 
those very earliest epochs when life began, to dawn on the 
earth. Still we can find no reason to suppose that the law 
of the sun’s decreasing heat is not maintained; and thus we 
would seem bound by our present knowledge to suppose that 
the sun grows larger and larger the further our retrospect 
extends. We cannot assume that the rate of that growth is 
always.. the same. No such assumption is required; it « 
sufficient for our purpose that we find the sun growii^ 
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larger and laiger the hirUier we peer toek into the reniotd 
sbyas of time past If the present ordiet of things in onr 
univeroe has lasted long enough, then it would seem that 
there was a time when the sun most have been twke as 
large as it is at present ; it most onoe have been ten times 
as large. How long ago that was no one can venture to say. 
But we cannot stop at the stage wh^ the sun was even ten 
times as large as it is at present; the arguments will s^ 
apply in earlier ages. We see the sun swelling and swelling, 
with a corresponding decrease in its density, until at length 
we find, instead of our sun as we know it, a mighty nebula 
filling a gigantic re^on of space. 

Such is, in fisct, the doctrine of the orig^ of our system 
which has been advanced in that celebrated speculation 
known as the nebular theory of Laplace. Nor can it be ever 
more than a speculation; it cannot be established by obser* 
imtion, nor can it be proved by oalculatioa It is merely a 
eoiyecture, more or less plausible, but perhaps in some degree 
necessarily true, if our present laws of heat, as we under- 
stand them, admit of the extreme application here required, 
and if also the present order of things has reigned for suffi- 
cient time without the intervention of any influence at present 
unknown to ua This nebular theory is not confined to the 
history of our suu. Precisely similar reaaoniiqi' may bo 
extended to the individual planets: Uie farther we look back, 
the hotter and tke hotter does the whole system become. It 
has been thought that if we could look far enough hack, we 
riumld see the earth too hot for life; back farther still, we 
should find the earth and all tiie planets red-hot; and back 
further still, to an exceedingly remote epoch, when tire planets 
would be heated just as much as our sun is now. In a still 
earlier stage the whole solar lystem is thought to have been 
one vast mass of glowing gas, firom which the presoit forms 
of the ran, with the planets and tiieir aat^tes, have be«i 
gtacUially evolved. We cannot be sure that the course of eveoats 
has been what is hwe indicated; but there are aulSc^t 
gtmmds for thinking that this doctrine suhstantiaBy tepie* 
Bcctta vdiat has actually occtnxed. 
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Uatiy of the features in the solar tr^etem hamuM^ with 
the 8ap}x>sition that the ot%in of the system has been that 
Bt^lgest^ by the B(^ular theory. We have already had 
ocoatnon in an earlier chapter to allude to the feet that all 
the planets perform their revdutions around the sun in the 
same direction. It is also to be observed that the xotalaon of 
^e phmets on their axes, as well as the movements of the 
satdiites around their prinuuries, all follow the same law, with 
two sl^t exceptions in the case of the Uranian and Neptunian 
systems. A coinoidence so temarkalde naturally sug^ts the 
necessity for some physical explanation. Such an explanation 
is offered by the nebular theory. Suppose that oountless ages 
ago a mighty nebula was slowly rotating and slowly contracting. 
In the process of contraction, portions of the condensed matter 
of the nebula would be left behind. These portions would 
still revolve around the central mass, and each portion would 
rotate on its axis in the same direction. As the process of 
contraction proceeded, it would follow feom dynamical prin- 
ciples that the velocity of rotation would increase; and thus 
at length these portions would consolidate into planets, while 
the central mass would gradually contract to form the sun. 
By a similar process on a smaller scale the systems of satellites 
were evolved from the contracting primary. These satellites 
would also revolve in the same direction, and thus the charac- 
teristic features of the solar system could be accounted for. 

The nebular origin of the solar system receives ccmsider- 
able countenance from the study of the sidereal heavens. We 
have already dwelt upon the resemblance between the sun 
and the stars. If, then, our sun has passed throu^ such 
changes as the nebular theory requires, may we not anticipate 
thnt similar phenomena should be met with in other stars? 
If this be so, it is reasonable to «ippose that the evolution of 
some of the stars may nc^ have progrossed so fer as has that 
of the sun, and thus we may be able actuaUy to witness stars 
in the earlier phases of their development Let us see how 
fer the telescope resptmds to these anridpationa 

The fidd view of a large telescc^ usually disdoses a 
nmnhw of stars scattered over a black background of sky; 
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but the blackness of the background is not uniform : the 
practised eye of the skilled observer viU. detect in some paarts 
of the heavens a faint luminosity. This will sometimes be 
visible over the whole extent of the held, or it may even 
occupy several helda Years may pass on, and still there is 
no perceptible change. There can be no illusion, and the 
conclusion is irresistible that the object is a stupendous mass 
oT&intly luminous glowing gas or vapour. This is the simplest 
type of nebula; it is characterised by extreme htintness, and 
seems composed of matter of the utmost tenuity. On the 
other hand we are occasionally presented with the beautiful 
and striking phenomenon of a definite and brilliant star 
surrounded by a luminous atmosphere. Between these two 
extreme types- of a faint difhised mass on the one hand, and 
a bright star with a nebula surrounding it on the other, a 
graduated series of various other nebulee can be arranged. 
We thus have a series of links passing by imperceptible 
gradations from the most Mntly diffused nebulse on the 
one side, into stars on the other. 

The nebulae seemed to Herschel to be vast masses of phos- 
fdiorescent vapour. This vapour gradually cools down, and 
ultimately condenses into a star, or a cluster of stars. When 
the varied forms of nebulte were classified, it almost seemed 
as if the different links in the process could be actually wit- 
nessed. In the vast faint nebulae the process of condensation 
had just begun: in the smaller and brighter nebulae the con 
densation had advanced farther; while in others, the star, or 
stars, arising from the condensation had already become visible. 

But, it may be asked, how did Herschel know this ? what 
is his evidence? Let us answer this question by an illustra- 
tion. Go into a forest, and look at a noble old oak which has 
weathered the storm for centuries; have we any doubt that 
the oak-tree was once a youiq^ small plant, and that it grew 
stage 1^ stage until it reached maturity? Yet no one has 
ever followed an oak-tree through its various stages; the brief 
span of human life has not bera long enough to do so. The 
reason why we believe the oak-tree to have passed through 
^ these stages is, because we are familiar with oak-frefis 
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of every grada<aoii in size, from the seedHng ttp to the nohle 
vetenm. Having seen this gradation in a vast multitude ot 
trees, we are convinced that each individual passes through 
all these stages. 

It was by a similar train of reasoning that HerB(diel was 
led to adopt the view of the origin of the stars which we 
have endeavoured to describe. The astronomer’s life is not 
long enough, the life of the human race might not be long 
enough, to watch the process by which a nebula condenses 
down so as to form a solid body. But by looking at one 
nebula after another, the astronomer ' thinks he is able to 
detect the various stages which connect the nebula in its 
original form with the final form. He is thus led to believe 
that each of the nebulse passes, in the course of ages, through 
these stages. And thus Herschel adopted the opinion that 
stars — some, many, or all — ^have each originated from what 
was once a glowing nebula 

Such a speculation may captivate the imagination, but it 
must be carefully distinguished from the truths of astronomy, 
properly so called. Bemote posterity may perhaps obtain 
evidence on the subject which to us is inaccessible : our know* 
ledge of nebulas is too recent There has not yet been time' 
enough to detect any appreciable changes; for the study 
of nebulae can only be said to date from Messier’s Catalogue 
in 1771. 

Since Herschel’s time, no doubt, many careful drawings and 
observations of the nebulae have been obtained ; but still the 
interval has been much too short, and the earlier observations 
are too imperfect, to enable any changes in the nebulae to be 
investigated with sufficient accuracy. If the human race lasts 
for very many centuries, and if om: present observations are 
preserved during that time for comparison, then Herschel’s 
theory may perhaps be satisfactorily tested. 

A hundr^ years have passed since Laplace, with some 
diffidence, set forth his hypothesis as to the mode of forma- 
tion of the solar system. On the whole it must be said that 
this “nebular hypothesis’’ has stood the test of advancing 
sdence well, though some slight modifications have become 
34 
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ndodssary in the light of more recent discoveriea Laplace (and 
Henchel also) seems to have considered a primitive nebula 
to consist of a “fiery mist” or glowing gas at a very hi^ 
temperature. But this is by no means necessary, as we 
have seen that the gradual contraction of the vast mass 
supplies energy which may be converted into heat, and> the 
spectroscopic etddence seems also to point to the existence 
of a moderate temperature in the gaseous nebulm, which 
must be considered to be representatives of the hypothetical 
primitive chaos out of which our sun and planets have been 
evolved. Another point which has been reconsidered is the 
formation of the various planets. It was formerly thought 
that the rotation of the original mass had by degrees caused 
a number of rings of difierent dimensions to be separated 
from the central part, the material of which rings in time 
collected into single planets. The ring of Saturn was held^ 
to be a proof of this process, since we here have a ring, the 
condensation of which into one or more satellites has some- 
how been arrested. 

The actual steps of the process by which the primeval 
nebula became transformed into the solar system seem to lie 
b^nd reach of discovery. 
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THE TIDES.* 

Mathematical Astronomy— Lagrange’s Theories : how far they are really IVue 
— The Solar System not Made of Rigid Bodies — Kepler’s Laws True to 
ObserTatioo, but not Absolutely True when the Bodies are not Rigid — ^The 
Errors of Observation— The Tides— How the Tides were Observed— Disoovery 
of the Connection between the Tides and the Moon— Solar and Lunar Tides — 
Work done by the Tides— Whence do the Tides obtain the Power to do the 
Work P— Tides are Increasing the Length of the Day — Limit to the Shortness 
of the Day— Early History of the Earth-Moon System— Unstable Equilibrium- 
Ratio of the Month to the Day — The Future Course of the System*^ 
Equality of the Month and the Day — The Future Critical Epoch— The 
Constant Face of the Moon accounted for — ^The other Side of the Moon — 
The Satellites of Mars— Their Remarkable Motions— Have the Tides Pos- 
sessed Influence in Moulding the Solar System generally P — Moment of 
Momentum — Tides have had little or no Appreciable Effect on the Orbit of 
Jupiter — Conclusion. 

That the great discoveries of Lagrange on the stability of 
the planetary system are correct is in one sense strictly true. 
No one has ever ventured to impugn the mathematics of 
Lagrange. Given the planetary system in the form which 
Lagrange assumed and the stability of that system is assured 
for all time. There is, however, one assumption which 
Lagrange makes, and on which his whole theory was 
founded : his assumption is that the planets are rigid 
bodies 

No doubt our earth seems a rigid body. What can be 
more solid and unyielding than the mass of rocks and 
metals which form the earth, so far as it is accessible to 
us? In the wide realms of space the earth is but as a 

* The theory of Tidal Evolution sketdied in this chapter is mainly due to 
tho TCsawches of Professor G. H, Darwin, F.R.S. 
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particle; it surely was a natural and a legitimate assumption 
to suppose that that particle was a rigid body. |f the earth 
were absolutely rigid^if every particle of .the. earth were 
absolutely at a fixed distance from every other parade— if 
under no stress of forces, and in no ponoeivable droum> 
stance, the earth experienced even the minutest change of 
form — if the same could be said of the sun and of all the 
other planets — then Lagrange’s prediction of the eternal 
duration of our system must be fulfilled. 

But what are the facts of the case? Is the earth really 
rigid ? We know from experiment that a rigid body in the 
mathematical sense of the word does not exist Rocks ate 
not rigid; steel is not rigid; even a diamond is not perfectly 
rigid. The whole earth is far from being rigid even on the 
Burfiice, while part of the interior is still, perhaps, more or 
less fluid. The earth cannot be called a perfectly rigid body; 
still less can the larger bodies of our system be called rigid. 
Jupiter and Saturn are perhaps hardly even what could be 
called solid bodies. The solar system of Lagrange consisted 
of a rigid sun tmd a number of minute rigid planets; the 
actual solar system consists of a sun which is in no sense 
rigid, and planets which are only partially so. 

The question then arises as to whether the discoveries of 
the great mathmnaticians of the last century will apply, not 
only to the ideal solar system which they conceived, but to 
the actual solar system in which our lot has been cast. 
There can be no doubt that these discoveries are approxi- 
mately true: they are, indeed, so near the absolute truth, 
that observation has not yet satisfactorily shown any departure 
from them. 

But in the present state of science we can no longer over- 
look the important questions which arise when we deed with 
bodies not rigid in the mathematical sense of the word. Let 
08, for instance, take the simplest of the laws to which we 
have referred, the great law of Kepler, which asserts that a 
planet will revolve for ever in an elliptic path of whidli the 
sun is one focus. This is seen to be verified by actual observa- 
tion; indeed, it was established by observatum before any 
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thdorotiofti explanation oi that movement was propounded. 

however, we state the matter with a little moze precisitm, 
we shall find that what Newton really dem(mstrated was, that 
if two rigid particles attract each other by a law of force 
which varies with the inverse square of the distance between 
the particles, then each of the particles will describe an ellipse 
with the common centre of gravity in the focus. The eartli 
is, to some extent, rig^d, and hence it was natural to suppose 
that, the relative bdbiaviour of the earth and the sun would, 
to a corresponding extent, observe the simple elliptic law of 
Kepler; as a matter of fact, they do observe it with such 
fidelity that, if we make allowance for other causes of dis- 
turbance, we cannot, even by most careful observation, detect 
the slightest variation in the moti<m of the earth aruong from 
its want of rigidity. 

There is, however, a subtlety in the investigations of mathe- 
matics which, in this instance at all events, transcends the 
most delicate observations which our instruments enable us 
to make. The principles of mathematics tell us that though 
Kepler’s laws may be true for bodies which are absolutely 
and mathematically rigid, yet that if the sun or the planets 
be either wholly, or even in their minutest part, devoid of 
perfect rigidity, then Kepler’s laws can be no longer true. Do 
we not seem here to in the presence of a contradiction 1 
Observation tells us that Kepler’s laws are true in the 
planetary system; theory tells us that these laws cannot be 
bue in the planetary system, because the bodies in that 
system are not perfectly rigid. How is this discrepancy to be 
removed ? Or is there really a discrepancy at all ? There is not. 
When we say that Kepler’s laws have been proved to be 
true by observation, we must refiect on the nature of the 
proofe which are attainable We observe the places of the 
planets with the instruments in our observatories ; these 
places are measured by the help of our clocks and of the 
graduated circles on the instruments. These observations are 
no doubt wonderfully accurate ; but they do not, they carmot, 
possess absolute accuracy in the mathematical sense of the 
word. We can, for instance, determine the place of a planet 
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with such precision that it is certainly not one second of are 
wrong; and one second is an extremely small quantity. A 
foot-rule placed at a distance of about forty miles subtends 
an angle of a second, and it is surely a delicate achieve- 
ment to measure the place of a planet, and feel confident 
that no error greater than this can have intruded into our 
result ' 

When we compare the results of observation with the 
calculations conducted on the assumption of the truth of 
Kepler’s laws, and when we pronounce on the agreement of 
the observations with the calculations, there is always a 
reference, more or less explicit, to the inevitable errors of the 
observations. If the calculations and observations agree so 
closely that the difierences between the two are minute 
enough to have arisen in the errors inseparable from the 
observations, then we are satisfied with the accordance ; for, in 
fact, no closer agreement is attainable, or even conceivable. 
The influence which the want of rigidity exercises on the 
fulfilment of the laws of Kepler can be estimated by calcula- 
tion ; it is found, as might be expected, to be extremely small 
— so small, in fact, as to be contained within that slender 
margin of error by which observations are liable to be 
affected. We are thus not able to discriminate by actual 
measurement the effects due to the absence of rigidity; 
they are inextricably hid among the small errors of ob- 
servation. 

The argument on which we are to base our researches is 
really founded on a veiy familiar phenomenon. There is no 
one who has ever visited the sea-side who is not familiar with 
that rise and fall of the sea which we call the tid& Twice every 
twenty-four hours the sea advances on the beach to produce 
high tide; twice every day the sea again retreats to produce 
low tida These tides are not merely confined to the coasts; 
they penetrate for miles up the courses of rivers; they periodi- 
cally inundate great estuaries. In a maritime country the 
tides are of the most profound practical importance ; they also 
possess a significance of a far less obvious character, which it 
is our object now to investigate. 
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Thme d^y pulses of the ocean have long ceased to be a 
mystery. It was in the earliest times perceived that them 
was a connection between the tides and the moon. Ancient 
writers, such as Pliny and Aristotle, have referred to the 
alliance between the times of high water and the age of the 
moon. 1 think we sometimes do not give the ancient astron- 
omers as much credit as their shrewdness really entitles them 
to. We have all read — we have all been taught — that the 
moon and the tides are connected together; but how many 
of us are in a position to say that we have actually noticed 
that connection by direct personal observation ? The first man 
who studied this matter with sufficient attention to convince 
himself and to convince others of its reality must have been 
a great philosopher. We know not his name, we know not 
his iration, we know not the age in which he lived; but oUr 
admiration of his discovery must be increased by the reflection 
that he had not the theory of gravitation to guide him. A 
philosopher of the present day who had never seen the sea 
could still predict the necessity of tides as a consequence of 
the law of universal gravitation ; but the primitive astronomer, 
who knew not of the invisible bond by which all bodies in 
the universe are drawn together, made a splendid — ^indeed, a 
typical — ^inductive discovery, when he ascertained the relation 
l^ween the moon and the tides. 

We can surmise that this discovery, in all probability, first 
arose from the observations of experienced navigators. In all 
matters of entering port or of leaving port, the state of the 
tide is of the utmost concern to the sailor. Even in the open 
sea he has sometimes to shape his course in accordance with 
the currents produced by the tides ; or, in guiding his course 
by- taking soundings, he has always to bear in mind that 
the depth varies with the tide. AU matters relating to the 
tide would thus come under his daily observation. His 
duly work, the success of his occupation, the security of 
his life, depend often on the tides ; and hence he would be 
solicitous to learn from his observation all that would be 
usefril to him in the future. To the coasting sulor the 
question of the day is the time of high watur. That time 
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TAries from day to day ; it is an hour or more later to-morrov 
than to-day, and there is no very simple rule which mm be 
enunciated. The sailor would therefore welcome gladly any 
rule which would guide him in a matter of such importance. 
We can make a conjecture as to the manner in which such 
a rule was first discovered. Let us suppose that a sailor at 
Calais, for example, is making for harbour. He has a beau- 
tiful night — the moon is full ; it guides hint on his way ; he 
gets safely into harbour ; and the next morning he finds 
the tide high between 11 and 12.* He often repeats the 
same voyage, but he finds sometimes a low and inconvenient 
tide in the morning. At length, however, it occurs to him 
that he hoe a fvM moon at night he has a high tide at 

11. This occurs once or twice: he thinks it but a chance 
coincidence. It occurs again and agaia At length he finds 
it always occurs. He tells the rule to other sailors; they 
try it too. It is invariably found that when the moon is 
full, the high tide always recurs at the same hour at the 
same place. The connection between the moon and the tide 
is thus established, and the intelligent sailor will naturally 
com{Mire other phases of the moon with the times of high 
water. He finds, for example, that the moon at the first 
quarter always gives high water at the same hour of the 
day; and finally, he obtains a practical rule, by which, from 
the state of the moon, he can at once tell the time when 
the tide will be high at the port where his occupation lies. 
A diligent observer will trace a still further connection 
between the moon and the tides; he will observe that some 
high tides rise higher than others, that some low tides 
fall lower than others. This is a matter of much practical 
importance. When a dangerous bar has to be crossed, the 
smlor will feel much additional security in knowing that he 
is (»rried over it on the top of a spring tide; or if he has 
to contend against tidal currents, which in some places have 
enormous force, he will naturally prefer for his voyage the 
neap tides, in which the strength of these currents is leas 

* lumr vatiM with the looalitf : it would he 11,49 at CUaii; «t lAfOh- 
11.S3: at Swansea Bay, S.M, etc. 
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than jusuaL The spring tides and the neap tides will become 
fiumliar to him, and he will perceive that the. spring tides 
occur vdken die moon is full or new— or, at all events, that 
the spring tides are within a certain constant number of 
days of the full or new moon. It was, no doubt, by reason* 
mg such as this, that in primitive times the connection 
between the moon and the tides came to be perceived. 

It was not, however, until the great discovery of Newton 
had disclosed the law of universal gravitation that it became 
possible to give a physical explanation of the tides. It was 
then seen how the moon attracts the whole earth and every 
particle of the earth. It was seen how the fluid particles 
which form the oceans on the earth were enabled to obey 
the attraction in a way that the solid parts could not. 
When the moon is overhead it tends to draw the water up, 
as it were, into a heap underneath, and thus to give rise to 
the high tide. The water on the opposite side of the earth 
is also affected in a way that might not be at first antici- 
pated. The moon attracts the solid body of the earth with 
greater intensity than it attracts the water at the other 
side which lies more distant from it The earth is thus 
drawn away from the water, and there is therefore a ten- 
dency to a high tide as well on the side of the earth away 
from the moon as on that towards the mooa The low tides 
occupy the intermediate positions. 

The sun also excites tides on the earth ; but owing to the 
great distance of the sun, the difference between its attraction 
on the sea and on the solid interior of the earth is not so 
appreciable. The solar tides are thus smaller than the lunar 
tides. When the two conspire, they cause a spring tide; 
when the solar and lunar tides are opposed, we have the 
neap tida 

There are, however, a multitude of circumstances to be 
taken into account when we attempt to apply this general 
reasoning to the conditions of a particular case. Owing to 
local peculiarities the tides vary enormously at the different 
parts of the -coast In a confined area like the Mediterranean 
Sea, tiie tides have only a comparatively smaU range, varying 
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at different places from one foot to a few feet In mid-ooean 
also the tidal rise and Ml is not large, amounting, for instance, 
to a range of three feet at St. Helena. Near the great conti- 
nental masses the tides become very much modified by the 
coasts. We find at London a tide of eighteen or nineteen 
feet ; but the most remarkable tides in the British Islands 
are those in the Bristol Channel, where, at Chepstow or Cardiff, 
there is a rise and fall during spring tides to the height of 
thirty-seven or thirty-eight feet, and at neap tides to a height 
of twenty-eight or twenty-nine. These tides are surpassed 
in magnitude at other parts of the' world. The greatest of 
all tides are those in the Ba}'^ of Fundy, at some parts 
of which the rise and fall at spring tides is not less than 
fifty feet. 

The rising and falling of the tide is necessarily attended 
with the formation of currents. Such currents are, indeed, 
well known, and in some of our great rivers they are of the 
utmost consequence. These currents of water can, like water- 
streams of any other kind, bo made to do useful work. We 
can, for instance, impound the rising water in a reservoir, and 
as the tide falls we can compel the enclosed water to work a 
water-wheel before it returns to the sea. We have, indeed, 
here a source of actual power; but it is only in very im- 
usual circumstances that it is found to be economical to use 
the tides for this purpose. The question can be submitted to 
calculation, and the area of the reservoir can be computed 
which would retain sufficient water to work a water-wheel 
of given horse-power. It can be shown that the area of the 
reservoir necessary to impound water enough to produce 100 
horse-power would be 40 acres. The whole question is then 
reduc^ to the simple one of expense : would the construction 
and the maintenance of this reservoir be more or less costly 
than the erection and the maintenance of a steam-engine of 
equivident power? In most cases it would seem that the 
latter would be by far the cheaper ; at all evrats, we do not 
practically find tidal engines in use, so that the power of 
the tides is now running to waste. The economical aspects 
of the case may, however, be very profoundly altered at some 
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remote epoch, when our stores of fuel, now so lavishly 
expended, give appreciable signs of approaching exhaustion. 

The tides are, however, doing work of one kind or another. 
A tide in a river estuary will sometimes scour away a bank 
and carry its materials elsewhere. We have here work done 
and energy consumed, just as much as if the same task had 
been accomplished by engineers directing the powerful arms 
of navvies. We know that work cannot be done without the 
consumption of energy in some of its forms ; whence, then, 
comes the energy which supplies the power of the tides? 
At a first glance the answer to this question seems a very 
obvious one. Have we not said that the tides are caused by 
the moon ? and must not the energy, therefore, be derived 
from the moon ? This seems plain enough, but, unfortunately, 
it is not true. It is one of those cases by no means infrequent 
in Dynamics, where the truth is widely different from that 
which seems to be the case. An illustration will perhaps make 
the matter clearer. When a rifle is fired, it is the finger of 
the rifleman that pulls the trigger; but are we, then, to say 
that the energy by which the bullet has been driven off has 
been supplied by the rifleman ? Certainly not ; the energy 
is, of course, due to the gunpowder, and all the rifleman did 
was to provide the means by which the energy stored up in 
the powder could be liberated. To a certain extent we may 
compare this with the tidal problem; the tides raised by the 
moon are the originating cause whereby a certain store of 
energy is drawn upon and applied to do such work as the 
tides are competent to perform. This store of energy, strange 
to say, does not lie in the moon; it is in the earth itself. 
Indeed, it is extremely remarkable that the moon actually gains 
energy from the tides by itself absorbing some of the store 
which exists in the earth. This is not put forward as an 
obvious result; it depends upon a refined dynamical theorem. 

We must clearly understand the nature of this mighty 
store of energy from which the tides draw their power, and on 
which the moon is permitted to make large and incessant drafts. 
Let us see in what sense the earth is said to possess a store of 
energ}^ We know that the earth rotates on its axis once 
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every dAy. It is tUs rotation which is the scsixoe of the 
energy. Let us compare the rotation of the earth with the 
rotation of the fly-wheel belonging to a steam-engine. The 
rotation of the fly-wheel is rea% a reservoir, into which the 
engine pours eneigy at each stroke pf the piston. The various 
machines in the mill worked by the engine merely draw upon 
the store of eneigy accumulated in the fly-wheel. The earth 
may be likened to a gigantic fly-wheel detached from the 
engine, though still connected with the machines in the mill 
Prom its stupendous dimensions and from its rapid velocity, 
that great fly-wheel possesses an enormous store of energy, 
which must be expended before the fly-wheel comes to rest. 
Hence it is that, though the tides are caused by the moon, 
yet the energy they require is obtained by simply appro- 
priating some of the vast supply available from the rotation 
of the earth. 

There is, however, a distinction of a very fundamental 
character between the earth and the fly-wheel of an eng^a 
As the energy is withdrawn from the fly-wheel and consumed 
by the various machines in the mill, it is continually re- 
placed by fresh energy, which flows in from the exertions of 
the steam-engine, and thus the velocity of the fly-wheel is 
maintained. But the earth is a fly-wheel without the engine. 
When the tides draw upon the store of eneigy and expend it 
in doing work, that eneigy is not replaced. The consequence 
is irresistible : the energy in the rotation of the earth most 
be decreasing. This leads to a consequence of the utmost 
significanca If the engine be cut off from the fly-wheel, 
then, as everyone knows, the ma.ssive fly-wheel may still give 
a few rotations, but it will speedily come to rest. A similar 
inference must be made with regard to the earth ; but its 
store of energy is so enormous, in comparison with the de- 
mands which are made upon it, that the earth is able to 
bold out Ages of countless duration must elapse before the 
eneigy of the earth’s rotation can be completely exhausted 
by such drafts as the tides are capable of nu&ing. Never- 
theless, it is necessarily true that the energy is decreasix^; 
and if it be deorearir^, thoi the speed of the eai^’s rotatkm 
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most be sur^y, if slowly, abating. Now we have arrived at 
a ooiifleqaesioe of the tides which admits of being stated in 
the simplest language If the speed of rotation be abating, 
^mn the length of the day must be increasing; and hence 
we are conducted to the following most important statement: 
t^at the tides are increasing Vie length of Vie day. 

To-day is longer than yesterday — to-morrow will be longer 
than to-day. Tbe diffisrenoe is so small that even in the 
course of ages it can hardly be said to have been distinctly 
established by observation. We do not pretend to say how 
many centuries have elapsed since the day was even one second 
shorter than it is at present; but centuries are not the units 
which we employ in tidal evolution. A million years ago it 
is quite probable that the diveigence of the leng^ of the day 
from its present value may have been very considerable. Let 
us take a glance back into the profound depths of times past, 
and see what the tides have to tell ua If the present order 
of things has lasted, the day must have been shorter and 
shorter the farther we look back into the dim past The day 
is now twenty- four hours ; it was once twenty hours, once ten 
hours; it was once six hours. How much farther can we 
go ? Once the six hours is past, we begin to approach a 
limit which must at some point bound our retrospect The 
shorter the day the more is the earth bulged at the equator ; 
the more the earth is bulged at the equator the greater is 
the strain put upon the materials of the earth by the centri- 
fugal force of its rotation If the earth were to go too fast 
it would be unable to cohere together ; it would separate into 
pieces, just as a grindstone driven too rapidly is rent asunder 
with violence. Here, therefore, we discern in the remote past 
a barrier which stops the present aigument There' is a 
certain critical velocity which is the greatest that the earth 
could bear without risk of rupture, but the exact amount of 
that velocity is a question not very easy to answer. It de- 
pends upon the nature of the materials of the earth; it 
depends upon the temperature ; it depends upon the effect 
of pressure, and on other details not accurately known to us. 
An eirtiinate of the critical velodty has, however, been made, 
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and it has been shown mathematically that the shortest 
period of rotation which the earth could have, without dying 
into pieces, is about three or four houra The doctxine of 
tidal erolulion has thus conducted us to the conclusion that, 
at some inconceivably remote epoch, the earth was spinning 
round its axis in a period approximating to three or four 
hours. 

We thus learn that we are indebted to the moon for the 
gradual elongation of the day from its primitive value up to 
twenty-four hours. In obedience to one of the most profound 
laws of nature, the earth has reacted on the moon, and the 
reaction of the earth has taken a tan^ble form. It has 
simply consisted in gradually driving the moon away &om 
the earth. You may observe that this driving away of the 
moon resembles a piece of retaliation on the part of the earth. 
The consequence of the retreat of the moon is sufficiently re- 
markable. The path in which the moon is revolving has at the 
present time a radius of 240,000 miles. This radius must 
be constantly growing larger, in consequence of the tides. 
Provided with this fact, let us now glance back into the 
past history of the moon. As the moon’s distance is increas- 
ing when we look forwards, so we find it decreasing when 
we look backwarda The moon must have been nearer 
the earth yesterday than it is to-day; the difference is no 
doubt inappreciable in years, in centuries, or in thousands 
of years; but when we come to millions of years, the moon 
must have been significantly closer than it is at present; 
until at length we find that its distance, instead of 240,000 
miles, has dwindled down to 40,000, to 20,000, to 10,000 
miles. Nor need we stop — ^nor can we stop — until we find 
the moon actually close to the earth’s surface. If the 
present laws of nature have operated long enough, and if 
there has been no external interference, then it cannot be 
doubted that the moon and the earth were once in imme- 
diate proximity. We can, indeed, calculate the period in 
which the moon must have been revolving round the earth. 
The nearer the moon is to the earth the quicker it must 
revolve; and at the critical epoch when the eftteffite was 
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in immediate proximity to our earth it must have completed 
each revolution in about three or four hours. 

This has led to one of the most daring speculations which 
has ever been made in astronomy. We cannot refrain from 
enunciating it; but it must be remembered that it is only a 
speculation, and to be received with corresponding reserve. 
The speculation is intended to answer the question, What 
brought the moon into that position, close to the surface of 
the earth? We will only say that there is the gravest 
reason to believe that the moon was, at some very early 
period, fractured off from the earth when the earth was in a 
soft or plastic condition. 

At the beginning of the history we found the earth 
and the moon close together. We found that the rate of 
rotation of the earth was only a few hours, instead of twenty- 
four hours. We found that the moon completed its journey 
round the primitive earth in exactly the same time as the 
primitive earth rotated on its axis, so that the two bodies were 
then constantly face to face. Such a state of things formed 
what a mathematician would describe as a case of unstable 
dynamical equilibrium. It could not last. It may be com- 
pared to the case of a needle balanced on its point; the 
needle must fall to one side or the other. In the same way, 
the moon could not continue to preserve this position. 
There were two courses open: the moon must either have 
fallen back on the earth, and been reabsorbed into the 
mass of the earth, or it must have commenced its outward 
journey. Which of these courses was the moon to adopt? 
We have no means, perhaps, of knowing exactly what it 
was which determined the moon to one course rather than 
to another, but as to the course which was actually taken 
there can be no doubt. The fact that the moon exists shows 
that it did not return to the earth, but commenced its out- 
ward journey. As thtf moon recedes from the earth it must, 
in conformity with Kepler’s laws, require a longer time to 
complete its revolution. It has thus happened that, from 
the original period of only a few hours, the duration has 
until it has reached the present number of 656 
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boom The rotation of the earth has, of course, also been 
modified, in accordance vith the retreat of the moon. Once 
the moon had 'commenced to recede, the earth was released 
from the obligation which required it constantly to (hrect 
the same face to the mooa When the moon had receded 
to a certain distance, the earth would complete the roUUaon 
in less time than that required by the moon for one revohi- 
tioa Stih the moon gets further and further away, and the 
duratirm of the rerolutlon increases to a corresponding extent, 
until three, four, or more days (or rotations of the earth) 
are identical with the month (or reyolution of the moon). 
Although the number of dajrs in the month increases, yet 
we are not to suppose that the rate of the earth’s rotation 
is increasing; inde^, the contrary is the fact The earth’s 
rotation is getting slower, and so is the revolution of the moon, 
but the retardation of the moon is greater than that of the 
earth. Even though the period of rotation of the earth has 
greatly increased from its primitive value, yet the period of 
the moon has increased still more, so that it is several times 
OS large as that of the rotation of the earth. As ages roll 
on the moon recedes further and further, its orbit increases, 
the duration of the revolution augments, tmtil at length a 
very noticeable epoch is attained, which is, in one sense, a 
culminating point in the career of the moon. At this epoch 
the revolution periods of the moon, when measured in rotation 
periods of the earth, attain their greatest value. It would 

seem that the month was then twenty-nine days. It is not, 
of course, meant that the month and the day at that epoch 
were the month and the day as our clocks now measure 
time. Both were shorter then than now. But whiMi we 
mean is, that at this epoch the earth rotated twenty-nine 
times on its axis while the moon completed one circuit 
This epoch has now been passed. No attempt can be 
made at present to evaluate the date of that epoch in our 
ordinary units at measurement At the same time, however, 
no doubt can be entertained as to the unmeasurable 
antiquity of the event, in comparison with all historic' 
records; Imt whether it is to be reckoned in hundreds of 
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thousands of years, in miUions of years, or in tens of 
millions of years, must be left in great degree to oonjectura 
This remarkable epoch once passed, we find that the 
course of events in the earth>moon system begins to shape 
itself towards that remarkable final stage which has points of 
resemblance to the initial stage. The moon still continues to 
revolve in an orbit with a diameter steadily, though very 
slowly, growing. The length of the month is accordii^ly 
increasing, and the rotation of the earth being still constantly 
retarded, the length of the day is also continually growing. 
But the ratio of the length of the mouth to the length of 
the day now exhibits a chaise. That ratio had gradually 
increased, from unity at the commencement, up to the 
maximum value of somewhere about twentymine at the 
epoch just referred to. The ratio now begins again to 
decline, until we find the earth makes only twenty-eight 
rotations, instead of twenty-nine, in one revolution of the 
moon. The decrease in the ratio continues until the number 
twenty-seven expresses the days in the month. Here, again, 
we have an epoch which it is impossible for us to pass 
without special comment. In all that has hitherto ^n 
said we l^ve been dealing with events in the distant past; 
and we have at length arrived at the present state of the 
earth-moon system. The days at this epoch are our well- 
known days, the month is the well-known period of the 
revolution of otir moon. At the present time the month is 
about twenty-seven of our days, and this relation has 
remained sensibly true for thousands of years past. It will 
continue to remain sensibly true for thousands of years to 
come, but it will not remain true indefinitely. It is merely 
a stage in this grand transformation; it may possess the 
attributes of permanence to- our ephemeral view, just as the 
wings of a gnat seem at rest when illuminated by the 
eleotrio spark; but when we contemplate the history with 
time conceptions sufficiently ample for astronomy we realise 
Itow the present condition of the earth-moon system can 
have no greater permanence than any other stage in the 
history. 

86 
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0\xr narrative must, however, now assume a different 
form. We have been speaking of the past; we have beer 
conducted to the present; can we say anything of the 
future? Here, again, the tides come to our assistance. If 
we have rightly comprehended the truth of dynamics (and 
who is there now that can doubt them ?), we shall be 
enabled to make a forecast of the further changes of the 
earth-moon S3rstem. If there be no interruption from any 
extemid source at present unknown to us, we can predict — 
in outline, at all events — the subsequent career of the moon. 
We can see how the moon will still follow its outward 
course. The path in which it revolves will grow with 
extreme slowness, but yet it will always grow; the progress 
will not be reversed, at all events, before the final stage of 
our history has been attained. We shall not now delay to 
dwell on the intervening stages; we will rather attempt to 
sketch the ultimate type to which our system tends. In 
the dim future — countless millions of years to come — this 
final stage will be approached. The ratio of the month to 
the day, whose decline we have already referred to, will 
continue to decline. The period of revolution of the moon 
will grow longer and longer, but the length of the day will 
increase much more rapidly than the increase in the duration 
of the moon’s period. From the month of twenty- seven days 
we shall pass to a month of twenty-six days, and so on, 
until we shall reach a month of ten days, and, finally, a 
month of one day. 

Let us clearly understand what we mean by a month of 
one day. We mean that the time in which the moon 
revolves around the earth will be equal to the time in which 
the earth rotates around its axia The let^th of this day 
will, of course, be vastly greater than our day. The only 
element of uncertainty in these enquiries arises when we 
attempt to give numerical accuracy to the statements. It 
seems to be as true as the laws of dynamics that a state 
of the earth-moon i^stem in which the day and the month 
are equal must be ultimately attained; but when we attempt 
to state the length of that day we introduce a hazardous 
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element into the enquiry. In ‘{^ving anjr estimate of its 
length, it must be understood that the magnitude is stated 
with great reserve. It may be erroneous to some extent, 
though, perhaps, not to any considerable amount. The length 
of this great day would seem to be about equal to fifty-seven 
of our days. In other words, at some critical time in the 
excessively distant future, the earth will take something like 
1,400 hours to perform a rotation, while the moon will 
complete its journey precisely in the same tima 

We thus see how, in some respects, the first stage of the 
earth-moon system and the last stage resemble each other. 
In each case we have the day equal to the month. In the 
first case the day and the month were only a small fraction 
of our day; in the last stage the day and the month are 
each a large multiple of our day. There is, however, a 
profound contrast between the first critical epoch and the 
last. We have already mentioned that the first epoch was 
one of unstability — it could not last; but this second state is 
one of dynamical stability. Once that state has been 
acquired, it would be permanent, and would endure for ever 
if the earth and the moon could be isolated from all 
external interference. 

There is one special feature which characterises the 
movement when the month is equal to the day. A little 
reflection will show that when this is the case the earth 
must constantly direct the same face towards the mooa If 
the day be equal to the month, then the earth and moon 
must revolve together, as if bound by invisible bands; and 
whatever hemisphere of the earth be directed to the moon 
when this state of things commences will remain there so 
long as the day remains equal to the month. 

At this point it is hardly possible to escape being 
reminded of that characteristic feature of the moon’s motion 
which has been observed from all antiquity. We refer, of 
course, to the fact that the moon at the present time 
constantly turns the same face to the earth. 

It is incumbent upon astronomers to provide a physical 
explanation of this remarkable fact. The moon revolves 
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around our earth once in a definite number oi seconds. U 
^ moon always turns the same &ce to the earth, then it 
is demonstrated that the moon rotates <m its axis once in 
the same number of seconds also. Now, this would be a 
coincidence wildly improbable uidess there were some 
physical cause to account for it We have not &r to seek 
for a cause: the tides on the moon have produced the 
phenomenon. We now find the moon has a rugged sur&ce, 
which testifies to the existence of intense volcanic activity in 
former times. Those volcanoes are now silent — the internal 
fires in the moon seem to have become exhausted; but there 
was a time when the moon must have been a heated and 
semUmolten mass. There was a time when the materials of 
the moon were so hot as to be soft and yielding, and in 
that soft and yielding mass the attraction of our earth, 
excited great tides. We have no historical record of these 
tides (they were long anterior to the existence of telescopes, 
they were probably long anterior to the existence of the 
human race), but we know that these tides once existed by the 
work they have accomplished, and that work is seen to-day 
in the constant face which the moon turns towards the earth. 
The gentle rise and fedl of the oceans which form our tides 
{nesont a picture widely different from the tides by which 
the moon was once agitated. The tides on the moon were 
vastly greater than those of the earth. They were greater 
because the weight of the earth is greater than that of the 
moon, so that the earth was able to produce much more 
poweiful tides in the moon than the mdon has ever been able 
to Kuse on the earth. 

That the moon should bend the same face to the earth 
depends immediately upon the condition that the moon shall 
rotate on its axis in precisely the same period as that which 
it requires to revolve around the earth. The tides are a 
regulating power of unremitting efficiency to ensure that this 
condition shidl be observed. If the moon rotated mme slowly 
than it oughts then the great lava tides would drag the moon 
round ffister and &ster until it attained the desii^ velodty; 
and then, but not till thw, they would give the moon peaoa 
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Or if the moon were to rotate faster on its axis tJmn in its 
orbit, again the tides would come furioudy into play ; but this 
time they would be engaged in retarding the moon’s rotation, 
until they had reduced the speed of the moon to one rotation 
for each revolution. 

Can the moon ever escape from the thraldom of the tides ? 
This is not very easy to answer, but it seems perhaps not 
impossible that the moon may, at some future time, be &eed 
from tidal control It is, indeed, obvious that the tides, even 
at present, have not the extremely stringent control over the 
moon which they once exercised. We now see no ocean on 
the moon, nor do the volcanoes show any trace of molten 
lava There can hardly be tides on the moon, but there may 
be tides in the moon It may be that the interior of the 
moon is still hot enough to retain an appreciable degree 
of fluidity, and if so, the tidal control would still retain 
the moon in its grip; but the time will probably come, if 
it have not come already, when the moon will be cold to the 
centre — cold as the temperature of space If the materials of 
the moon were what a mathematician would call absolutely 
rig^d, there can be no doubt that the tides could no longer 
exist, and the moon would be emancipated from tidal control 
It seems impossible to predicate how far the moon can ever 
conform to the circumstances of an actual rigid ,body, but it 
may be conceivable that at some future time the tidal control 
shall have practically ceased. There would then be no longer 
any necessary identity between the period of rotation and that 
of revolution. A gleam of hope is thus projected over the 
astronomy of the distant future. We know that the time of 
revolution of the moon is increasing, and so long as the tidal 
governor could act, the time of rotation must increase sym- 
pathetically. We have now surmised a state of things in 
which the control is absent There will then be notlung to 
prevent the rotation remainii^? as at present, while the period 
of revolution is increasing. The privilege of seeii^ the other 
ride of the moon, which has been withheld from all previous 
astronomem, may thus in the distant future be granted to 
their successors. 
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The tides which the moon raises in the earth act as a 
brake on the rotation of the eartL They now constantly tend 
to bring the period of rotation of the earth to coincide with 
the period of revolution of the moon. As the moon revolves 
once in twenty-seven days, the earth is at present going too 
fast, and consequently the tidal control at the present moment 
endeavours to retard the rotation of the earth. The rotation 
of the moon long since succumbed to tidal control, but that 
was because the moon was comparatively small and the tidal 
power of the earth was enormous. But this is the opposite 
case. The earth is large and more massive than the moon, 
the tides raised by the moon are but small and weak, and 
the earth has not yet completely succumbed to the tidal 
actioa But the tides are constant, they never for an instant 
relax the effort to control, and they are gradually tending to 
render the day and the month coincident, though the progress 
is a very slow one. 

The theory of the tides leads us to look forward to a remote 
state of things, in which the moon revolves around the earth 
in a period equal to the day, so that the two bodies shall 
constantly bend the same face to each other, provided the 
tidal control be still able to guide the moon’s rotation. So 
far as the mutual action of the earth and the moon is 
concerned, such an arrangement possesses all the attributes 
of permanence. If, however, we venture to project our view 
to a still more remote future, we can discern an external cause 
which must prevent this mutual accommodation between the 
earth and the moon from being eternal The tides raised 
by the moon on the earth are so much greater than those 
raised by the sun, that we have, in the course of our previous 
reasoning, held little account of the sun-raised tides. This is 
obviously only an approximate method of dealing with the 
question. The influence of the solar tide is appreciable, and 
its importance relatively to the lunar tide will gradually increase 
as tlie earth and moon approach the fimil critical stage. The 
solar tides will have the effect of constantly applying a further 
brake to the rotation of the euth. It will tiierefore follow that, 
after the day and the month have become equal, a still further 
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retardation awaits tbe length of the day. We thus see that 
in the remote future we shall find the moon revolving around 
the earth in a shorter time than that in which the earth rotates 
on its axis. 

A most instructive corroboration of these views is afforded 
by the discovery of the satellites of Mars. The planet Mam 
is one of the smaller membem of our system. It has a mass 
which is only the eighth part of the mass of the earth. A 
small planet like Mars has much less eneigy of rotation to 
be destroyed than a larger one like the earth It may there- 
fore be expected that the small planet will proceed much 
more rapidly in its evolution than the large one; we might, 
therefore, anticipate that Mars and his satellites have attained 
a more advanced stage of their history than is the case with 
the earth and her satellite 

When the discovery of the satellites of Mars startled tbe 
world, in 1877, there was no feature which created so much 
amazement as the periodic time of the interior satellite. We 
have already pointed out in Chapter X. how Fhobos revolves 
around Mars in a period of 7 hours 39 minutes. The period 
of rotation of Mars himself is 24 hours 37 minutes, and hence 
we have the fact, unparalleled in the solar system, that the 
satellite is actually revolving three times as rapidly as the 
planet is rotating. There can hardly be a doubt that the solar 
tides on Mars have abated its velocity of rotation in the manner 
Just su^sted. 

It has always seemed to me that the matter just referred 
to is one of the most interesting and instructive in the whole 
history of astronomy. We have, first, a very beautiful tele- 
scopic discovery of the minute satellites of Mars, and we have 
a determination of the anomalous movement of one of them. 
We have then found a satisfactory physical explanation of 
the cause of this phenomenon, and we have shown it to be 
a striking instance of tidal evolution. Finally, we have sear 
that the system of Mars and his satellite is really a forecast 
of the destiny which, after the lapse of ages, awmts the earth- 
moon system. 

It seems natural to enquire how fiu: the influence of tides 
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oan have contributed towards moulding the jdanetary (urluta 
The drcumstanoes- are here very different from those we have 
encountered in the earth-moon system. Let ns first enunciate 
the problem in a definite shape. The solar system consists 
Of the sun in the centre, and of the planets revolving around 
the sua These planets rotate on their axes^ and, circulating 
round some of the planets we have t]^,eir systems of satellitea 
For simplicity, we may suppose all the planets and their 
satellites to revolve in the same plane, and the planets to 
rotate about axes which are perpendicular to that plane. In 
the study of the theory of tidal evolution we must be mainly 
guided by a profound d3rnamical principle known as the 
conservation of the “.moment of momentum.” The proof of 
this great principle is not here attempted; suffice it to say 
that it can be strictly deduced from the laws of motion, and 
is thus only second in certainty to the fundamental truths 
of ordinary geometry or of algebra. Take, for instance, the 
^ant planet, Jupiter. In one second he moves around the 
sun through a certain angle. If we multiply the mass of 
Jupiter by that angle, and if we then multiply the product 
by the square of the distance from Jupiter to the sun, we 
obtain a certain definite amount. A mathematician calls this 
quantity the “orbital” moment of momentum of Jupiter.* In 
the same way, if we multiply the mass of Saturn by the angle 
through which the planet moves in one second, and this product 
by the square of the distance between the planet and the sun, 
then we have the orbital moment of momentum of Saturn. In 
a similar manner we ascertain the moment of momentum for 
each of the other planets due. to revolution around the sun. 
We have also to define the moment of momentum of the 
planets around their axea In one second Jupiter rotates 

* Hairing decided upon the unite of mara, of angloi and of dietanoe wMdb 
we intend to use for measuring these quantities, then anjr maw, or angloi or 
distance is expiessed by a certain definite number* Thus if we take the maw 
of the earth as the unit of mass, the angle through which it moires in a 
second as the unit of angle, and its disUmce from the sun as the unit of 
distance, we shall find that similar quantities lor Jupiter are expressed by 
the numbers 316, 0*0843, and 5*2 respeotivelyt Hence its orbital moment of 
wcrmentum is 316 x 0*0843 x (5*2)^ 
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through a certain angle ; ve multiply that angle by the maaa 
of Jupiter, and by the square of a certain line -nrhich depends 
on his internal constitution: the product forms the “rota- 
tional” moment of momentum. In a similar manner we 
And the rotational moment of momentum for each of the 
other planets. Each satellite revolves through a certain 
angle around its primary in one second; we obtain the 
moment of momentum of each satellite by multipljdng its 
mass into the angle described in one second, and then multi- 
plying the product into the square of the distance of the 
satellite from its primary. Finally, we compute the moment 
of momentum of the sun due to its rotation. This we 
obtain by multiplying the angle through which the sun 
turns in one second by the whole mass of the sun, and then 
multiplying the product by the square of a certain line of 
prodigious length, which depends upon the details of the 
sun’s internal structura 

If we have succeeded in explaining what is meant by the 
moment of momentum, then the statement of the great law 
is comparatively simpla We are, in the first place, to 
observe that the moment of momentum of any planet may 
alter. It would alter if the distance of the planet from the 
sun changed, or if the velocity with which the planet rotates 
upon its axis changed; so, too, the moment of momentum 
of the sun may charge, and so may those of the satellites. 
In the beginning a certain total quantity of moment of 
momentum was communicated to our system, and not one 
particle of that total can the solar system, as a whole, 
squander or alienate. No matter what be the mutual 
actions of the various bodies of the S3rstem, no matter what 
perturbations they may undergo — what tides may be pro- 
duced, or even what mutual collisions may occur — the great 
law of the conservation of moment of momentum must 
be obeyed. If some bodies in the solar system be losing 
moment of momentum, then other bodies in the system 
must be gaining, so that the total quantity shall lemun 
unaltered. This consideration is one of supreme importance 
in connection with the tides. The distribution of moment 
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of momentum in the system is being continually altered 
the tides ; but, however the tidra may ebb or flow, the total 
moment of momentum can never alter so long as influenoes 
external to the system are absent 

We must here point out the contrast between the endow* 
ment of our system with energy and with moment of 
momentum. The mutual actions of our system, in so far 
as they produce heat, tend to squander the energy, a con- 
siderable part of which can be thus dissipated and lost; but 
the mutual actions have no power of dissipating the moment 
of momentuoL 

The total moment of momentum of the solar system 
being taken to be 100, this is at present distributed as 
follows : — 

Orbital moment of momentum of Jupiter 60 

„ „ Saturn 24 

„ „ Uranus 6 

„ „ Neptune 8 

Rotational moment of momentum of Sun 2 

100 

The contributions of the other items are excessively 
minute. The orbital moments of momentum of the few 
interior planets contain but little more than one thousandth 
part of the total amount. The rotational contributions of 
all the planets and of their satellites is very much less, being 
not more than one sixty-thousandth part of the whole. 
When, therefore, we are studying the general effects of tides 
on the planetary orbits these trifling matters may be over- 
looked. We shall, however, And it desirable to narrow the 
question still more, and concentrate our attention on one 
splendid illustratioa Let us take the sun and the planet 
Jupiter, and, supposing all other bodies of our system to 
be abs^t, let us discuss the influence of tides produced in 
Jupiter by the sun, and of tides in the sun by Jupiter. 

It might be hastily thought that, just as the moon was 
bom of the earth, so the planets were bom of the sun, and 
have gradually receded by tides into their present condition 
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We have the means of enquiry into this question by the 
figures just given, and we shall show that it is impossible 
that Jupiter, or any of the other planets, can ever have 
been very much closer to the sun than they are at present. 
In the case of Jupiter and the sun we have the moment 
}f momentum made up of three items. By far the largest 
of these items is due to the orbital revolution of Jupiter, 
the next is due to the sun, the third is due to the rotation 
of Jupiter on its axis. We may put them in round nmnbers 
as foUows: — 

Orbital moment of momentum of Jupiter ... 600,000 

Rotational „ „ Sun 20,000 

„ „ „ Jupiter ... 12 

The sun produces tides in Jupiter, those tides retard the 
rotation of Jupiter. They make Jupiter rotate more and 
more slowly, therefore the moment of momentum of Jupiter 
is decreasing, therefore its present value of 12 must be 
decreasing. Even the mighty sun himself may be distracted 
by tides. Jupiter raises tides in the sun, those tides retard 
the motion of the sun, and therefore the moment of 
momentum of the sun is decreasing, and it follows from 
both causes that the item of 600,000 must be increasing; in 
other words, the orbital motion of Jupiter must be increasing, 
or Jupiter must be receding from the sun. To this extent, 
therefore, the sun-Jupiter system is analogous to the earth- 
moon system. As the tides on the earth are driving away 
the moon, so the tides in Jupiter and the sun are gradually 
driving the two bodies apart But there is a profound 
difference between the two cases. It can be proved that the 
tides produced in Jupiter by the sun are more effective than 
those produced in the sun by Jupiter. The contribution of 
the sun may, therefore, be at present omitted ; so that, 
practically, the augmentations of the orbital moment of 
momentum of Jupiter are now achieved at the expense of 
that stored up by Jupiter’s rotation. But what is 12 
compared with 600,000. Even when the whole of Jupiter’s 
rotational moment of momentum and that of his satellites 
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has become absorbed into the orbital motion, there will 
hardly be an appreciable difference in the latter. In anoimt 
days we may indeed suppose that Jupiter being hotter was 
laiger than at present, and that he had considerably more 
rotational mommit of momentum. But it is hardly credible 
that Jupiter can ever have had one hundred times the 
moment of momentum that he has at present. Yet even if 
1,200 units of rotational momentum had been trmisferred to 
the orbital motion it would only correspond with the most 
trivial difference in the distance of Jupiter from the sun. 
We are hence assured that the tides have not appreciably 
altered the dimensions of the orbit of Jupiter, or of the other 
great planets. 

The time will, however, come when the rotation of Jupiter 
on his axis will be gradually abated by the influence of the 
tidea It will then be found that the moment of momentum 
of the sun’s rotation will be gradually expended in increasing 
the orbits of the planets, but as this reserve only holds about 
two per cent, of the whole amount in our system it cannot 
produce any considerable effect 

The theory of tidal evolution, which in the hands of 
Professor Darwin has taught us so much with regard to the 
past history of the systems of satellites in the solar system, 
will doubtless also, as pointed out by Dr. See, be found to 
account for the highly eccentnc orbits of double star systems. 
In the earth-moon system we have two bodies exceedingly 
different in bulk, the mass of the earth being about eighty 
times as great as that of the moon. But in the case of 
most double stars we have to do with two bodies not very 
different as regards mass. It can be demonstrated that the 
orbit must have been originally of slight eccentricity, but 
that tidal friction is capable not only of extending, but 
also of elongating it. The accelerating force is vastly 
greater at periaatron (when the two bodies are nearest each 
othmr) than at apastron (when their distance is greatest). At 
periastron the disturbing force will, therefore, increase the 
apastron distance by an enormotis amount, while at apastfem 
it increases the periastron distance by a very small amount. 
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Thus, while the ellipse is being gradually expanded, the orbit 
grows more and more eccentric, until the axial rotations have 
been sufficiently reduced by the transfer of axial to orbital 
moment of momentum. 

And now we must draw this chapter to a close, though 
there are many other subjects that might be included. The 
theory of tidal evolution is, indeed, one of quite exceptional 
interest. The earlier mathematicians expended their labour 
on the determination of the dynamics of a ^stem which 
consisted of rigid bodies. We are indebted to contemporary 
mathematicians for opening up celestial -mechanics upon the 
more real supposition that the bodies are not rigid; in other 
words, that they are subject to tidea The mathematical 
difficulties are enormously enhanced, but the problem is more 
true to nature, and has already led to some of the most 
remarkable astronomical discoveries made in modem times. 

Our Story of the Heavens has now been told. We 
commenced this work with some account of the mechanical 
and optical aids to astronomy; we have ended it with a 
brief description of an intellectual method of research which 
reveals some of the celestial phenomena that occurred ages 
before the human race existed. We have spoken of those 
objects which are' comparatively near to us, and then, step 
by step, we have advanced to the distant nebulse and clusters 
which seem to lie on the confines of the visible universe. 
Yet how little can we see with even our greatest telescopes, 
when compared with the whole extent of infinite space! No 
matter how vast may be the depth which our instruments 
have sounded, there is yet a beyond of infinite extent. 
Imagine ^a mighty globe described in space, a globe of such 
stupendous dimensions that it shall include the sun and his 
igrstem, all the stars and nebul®, and even all the objects 
which odr finite capacities can imagine. Yet, what ratio must 
the volume of this great globe bear to the whole extent of 
infinite space? The ratio is infinitely less than that which 
the water in a smgle drop of dew bears to the water in the 
whole Atlantic Ocean. 
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The Sun. 

The sun’s mean distence from the earth is 92,900,000 miles ; his diameter 
is ^6,000 miles; his mean density, as compared with water, is 1*4; his 
ellipticity is insensible ; he rotates on his axis in a period between 25 
and 26 days. 


The Moon. 

The moon’s mean distance from the earth is 239,000 miles. The 
diameter of the moon is 2^160 miles ; and her mean density, as compared 
with water, is 3*6. The time of a revolution around the earth is 27*322 
days. 


The Planets. 



Distance from the Sun in 
MiUione of Milee. 

Periodic 
Time 
in Days. 

Mean 

Diameter 

m 

Miles. 

Axial Rotation. 

Density 

com- 

pared 

with 

Water. 

Mean. 

Least. 

Greatest. 

Mercury. 

36*0 

28*6 

43*3 

87-969 

3,030 

88 days 

6-86(f) 

Venus . . 

67-2 

66-6 

67*5 

224*70 

7,700 

225 days 

4*85 

Earth . . 

92*9 

91*1 

94*6 

365*26 

7,918 

23 56 4*09 

5*68 

Mars . . . 

141 

128 

155 

686*98 

4,230 

24 37 22*7 

4*01 

Jupiter . . 

483 

459 


4,332*6 

86,500 

9 55 — 

1*38 

Saturn . . 

886 

834 

936 

10,759 

71,000 

1014 — 

0*72 

Uranus . . 

1,782 

1,700 

1,860 

30,687 

31,900 

Unknown 

1*22 

Neptune. . 

2,792 

2,760 

2,810 

60,127 

34,800 

Unknow'n 

1*11 


The Satellites of Mabs^ 


Nsme. 

Phobos 

Deimos 


Meta Diitanee from Oenhre 

Periodlo Time. 

of Mars. 

hrs. mins. seos. 

ft, 800 miles 

7 39 14 

14.500 „ 

... 80 17 64 
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The Sateixites of Jcfiteb. 


Kama 


Mean Diatanee from Centre 
of Jupiter. 

days. 

Periodic Time, 
hre. mine* 

aeea. 

I. 


261,000 miles 

1 

18 

27 

34 

II. 


416.000 „ 

664.000 „ 

3 

13 

13 

42 

Ill 


7 

3 

42 

33 

IV. 


1,167,000 „ 

112,600 „ 

16 

16 

32 

11 

V. 


0 

11 

67 

22 

VI. 


... — 

261 


— 


VII. 


... ^ 

266 

...... 



VIIL 


... •.« 


26 months 



Name. 

Mimas ... 
Enceladus 
Tethys ... 
Dione 
Hhea 

Titan ^ ... 
Hyperion... 
lapetus ... 
Phoebe ... 
Themis ... 


Name. 

Ariel ... 
Umbriel ... 
Titania ... 
Oberon ... 


Name. 

Satellite ... 


The Satelutes of Satubn. 


Mean Biatanoe from Centre 


Periodic Time. 


of Saturn. 

days. 

hrs. 

mins. 

sees. 

115,000 miles 

0 

22 

37 

6 

148,000 

„ ••• 

1 

8 

53 

7 

183,000 

„ 

1 

21 

18 

26 

235,000 

,, ... 

2 

17 

41 

9 

329,000 

,. ... 

4 

12 

25 

12 

760,000 

,, ... 

15 

22 

41 

27 

921,000 

,, ... 

21 

6 

38 

31 

2,215,000 

,, ... 

79 

7 

56 

40 

— 

••• 

560 

10 

34 

— 

— 

... 

20 

20 

24 

— 

The Satellites of Ukanus. 




Mean Distance from Centre 


Periodic Time. 


of Uranus. 

days. 

hrs. 

mms. 

secs. 

119.000 miles 

2 

12 

29 

21 

166,000 

,« 

4 

3 

27 

37 

272,000 

„ ... 

8 

16 

56 

30 

364,000 

,, 

13 

11 

7 

6 


The Sateluts of Neptune. 

Hmii DbUnra IW>m Centra Periodic Time. 

of Neptune. days. hrs. mins. sees. 

220,000 miles ... 6 21 2 44 
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866 
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Dragon, the, 416 
Draper, Profesaor, and the 
nebula in Orion, 469 
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447 449 
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ory of Newton, 214 
Dynamics and the Earth-Mocm 
system, 646 
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668 ; diameter of, 668 ; dis- 
tance of, I) >m Mars, 218 ; 
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78, 668; distance of, from the 
Sun, SI, 114, 184, 249, 266, 861, 
612, 568 ; energy from rota- 
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globe, 200, 201 ; geological 
records and, 617 : glacial 
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and, 204, 206, 207, 497 ; heat 
in the interior of, 94, 107, 198, 
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wxOqwkai, MtiODonileil in. 
disturbed by, 24 
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toMe of Mtallites, 

^201. 262, 2«f.2«r 

IBdipieoftlie Hood, 77-80; of 
^tb68an.68 

IBclipftM, sDcleot explanations 
of, 6 ; calculations of the ie< 
eurrence of, 70, 80 
Ecliptic, the, ft, 288; Pole of 
the, 408. ftOO, ftOft 
EleetHc Light, the, 44 
Ellipse, the, 186 ; eccentricity 
of, 187; focus of, 187 ; Kepler’s 
discoveries respecting, 186. 
IW. 142-144, 605; the form 
which the orbit of a planet 
Ukes, 186 ; the peiallaotic, 
_444 ; variety of foiin of, 130 
Enceladus, 569 

Sneke, and the distanoo of the 
Sun from the Earth, 147, 184 ; 
his comet, 844-352 
Bncke’s comet, 344-852; ap* 

S ’oach to Jupiter of, 840 ; and 
ercury, 840 ; and the dun, 
846 ; diminution in {leriodic 
time of, 851 ; distance fhmi ! 
Mercnry of, 847; disturbed 
by the Earth, 350, and by 
Mercury, 848; irrc^laritieti 
of, 847, 851 ; orbit of, 846 ; 
periodical return of, 851 ; Von 
Asten's calculations concern- 
ing, 849-850 

Energy supplying the tides, 539 
Ensiuieim meteorite, the, 898 
Eonatoiial diameter, 196, 497 ; 

telescope, 14 
Eratosthenes, 89 
Eros, 286 
Eruptions. 197 
Evening star, 109, 169 
Eye, structure of the, 10 


Faculse of the Sun, 87 
Fire ball of 1869, 876 I 

Fire balls, 874 
Fixed” stars, 508 
Flamsteed, 8rst Astronomer- 
Royal, 811 ; his Jliatorla 
CaHeditt 811 

Focus of planetary ellipse, 
187-189 

Fomalbaut, 418 
Fimunhofhr, 478 
Fraunhofer lines, 48 
Fnndy, Bay of, tides in, 588 


Galileo, achievements of, 10; 
and Jupiter’s satelUtes, 867 ; 
and Saturn’s rings, 278, 274 ; 
and the Pleiades, 418 
GaUe, Dr*, and Reptnne, 828-S80 


Gamdi, and the traiwlt of 
Herraiy, 164; and thetvanstt 
of Venus, 176 ; lunar etater 
named after him, 90 
Gauss, and the minor planet 
Ones, 282 

Gemini, constellation of, 808, 
420 

Geminids, the, 400 
Geologists and the lapse of 
time, 458 

Geometeis, Oriental, 6 
Geometry^ cultivation by the 
ancients of, 6 

George in.and SlrW. Herschel, 
299,806 

Giant's Causeway, 407 
Gilt, Dr. D , 27 ; and Juno, 243 ; 
and the minor planets, 242 ; 
and the parallax of «Centauri, 
451 ; ana the parallax of Mars, 
214 

Glacial period, 518 
Qiavltation, law of, 122-149 ; 
and binary stars, 487; and 
precession, 497 ; and the 
Earth’s axis, 495. *497, 499; 
and the parabolic path of 
coinete, 840 : and the periodi- 
cal return of comets, 848 ; and 
the weight of the mrth, 208, | 
204; illustrated by experi- 
ments, 128, 124, 127, 129-182 ; j 
Its discovery aided by lunar | 
observations, 108, 125: its | 
influence on the satellites, 
149; its influence on stars, | 
149 ; its influence on tides, 
149 ; Le Vender's triumphant ; 
proof of, 880 ; Newton’s dis- 
coveries, 125, 126, 147 ; on 
the Moon. 96; universality 
amount tne hMvenly bodies, 

Great Bear, 27, 28, 241 ; con- 
flgUFatioii, 410; double star in 
the, 488 ; positions of, 409, 411 
Green, Mr., and Man, 220 
Greenwich OlHervatory. 26, 811 
Griffiths, Mr., and Jupiter, 252 
Grimaldi, 90 
Grubb, Sir Howard, 14 
<< Guards,” the, 412 
Gvllivtft TravebrnnH the satel- 
lites of Mars, 228 


Hadley’sobeervaiions of Saturn, 
282 

Hall, Profbssor Asaph, and the 
satellites of Mars, 826 
Halley, and the periodicity of 
oomets, 841-848; and the 
^ transit of Venus, 180 
Heat, bearings on astronomy, 
518 ; in the interior of the 
Earth, 197-199, 614; of the 
Bun, 516-526 
Heliometer, the, 248 
Helium, 55 

Henderson, and the distance of 
a Oentauri, 442, 461 
Hercules, star cluster in, 269, 
462 

Rerodotiu (hmar crater), 60 


addrng on the nrasentalflou 
of^d medal toMeaiM, 448 : 
andBlela’s comet, 867; and 
nebule, 4&I ; letter to Alkmif 
am on Adams’s share In the 

HerschelT^i^ W.?aii?*d^ble 
stars, 485, 486; and Saturn, 
279 ; and Saturn’s satelUtes, 
295 ; add the Empress Oatbe- 
ritie, 801$ and th^ ttiovement 
of solar system towards Lyra, 
457 ; discovery of satelllM <a 
Uranus by, 808, 809; dis- 
covery of Uranus by, 805, 
806; early life of, 299; Mend- 
ship with Sir W. Watson of 
802; he makes his owni^e- 
acopes, 801 ; ** King^s Astron- 
omer, ”807; method of making 
his telescopes, 802; miisicu 
talent of, 209 ; orgknist of 
Oet^ti Ohapel, Bath, 800 ; 
pardon for desertion from 
George III., 209 ; tiassion for 
astronomy of, 800, 801; re- 
linquishes iimsical profes- 
sion, 807; sidereal aggrett- 
lion theory of, 520 ; study 
of the nebulm by. 464-465, 529 
Herschelian telescope, 19 
H Maria CceUMia, 811 
Hoedl, the, 414 

Holmes’s, Mr., comet 0892), 
856 

Horrocks, and the transit of 
Venus, 179 

Howard, Mr., and the Benarea 
meteorite, 892 

Huf^ns, Sir W., 479, 488 ; and 
nebulm, 472 

Huyghens, and Saturn’s rings, 
275-278; discovers first satel- 
lite of Saturn, 298 
Hyadea, the, 419 
Hydrogen in Slrlua and Vega, 
476 ; in the Sun, 60 
Hyginns, 98 
Hyperion, 559 


lapetuB, 559 
Ihertans, the, 8 

Inquiaition, the, and GaUleo, 10 
Iris, 242 

Iron, dost in the Arctic reglofns, 
408; in the Sun, 50; or me- 
teoritea, the, 896; spectrum 
of, 50 


Janssen, M*, 84, 58 ; and the 
transit of Venus, 177 
Juno, 288, 288 

Jupiter, ancient study of, 6; 
and the Leonids, 886 ; 
tion of, 248 ; axial rotation of, 
558 ; belts Of, 252; brtlUaNCjr 
of, 257 : oomposition at, 250 $ 
covered with an atmoaphers 
of deads, 268,254; denaii^ 
of, 556 ; diam^of, 247, 60% 
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distance ftrom the Earth of, Law of gravitation (sm Oravl* Mars, ancient stndy of, 6 ; ap- 
110, 111; distance fi'om the tation) peavance of, through the tele* 

Bun of, 240, 058 ; habitability X4iw8 of Planetary Motion {m scope, 218 ; atmosphere of, 

of, 257; heat received fitnn Planetary Motion) 222; axial rotation of, 558; 

the Bun by, 256 ; internal Lead in the Sun, 60 canals on, 220 ; density of, 

heat of, 252, 256, 515; lack Ledger, Mr., and Mercury, 163 558; diameter of, 558; distance 

of permanent features of, 258; Leibnitz, lunar mountains from the Barth of, 21S ; dis- 
lack of solidity of, 248, 263, named after him, 98 taiice fh>m the Sun of, 213, 

254 ; moment of momentum Leinonnier, and Uranus, 812 558; gravitation on, 225 ; Le 

of, 554, 555; occultation of, Leo, and shooting stars, 880, 420 Verrier’s discovery of, 214; 

256:orbitnf, 114,115, 246; path Leonids, attractions of planets life improbable on, 224; 

of, perturbed by the attraction on, 886; breadth of stream markings on, 218; movements 

of Saturn, 816 ; i»erio<iic time of, 887 ; change of shape of, of, 211-218 ; opposition of, 

of, 558; a planet, or '^wan* 388; decrease of, 885; enor* 209-211; orbit of, 116, 209, 

derer,* 111 ; red simt in 1878, inous number of, 882; his- 210, 218; orbit of, and the 

253 ; revolution of, 246 ; rota- torioal records, 883 ; length laws of Kepler, 209 ; parallax 

tioii of, 201, 202; satellites of stream of, 387; LeVeriTer, (1877). and Dr. D. Gill, 214; 

of, 247, 24t», 257-261, 265, 559 ; and the cause of their intro- periodic time of, 558; a 

satellites of, and gravitation, ductiuiiintothe solar system, planet or wanderer," 111; 

266 ; satellites of, and the 888; meteor Shoal of, 882; Polar Gaps" on, 218, 219; 

Copernican theory, 267 ; jieriodic return of, 382 ; their proximity to the Barth of, 

shadow from satellites of, 257; connection with comets and 110; rising and setting of, 

shape of, 201, 202, 247, 252 ; lYofessor Schiaparelli, 888 209 ; rotation of, 218 ; satel- 

siae of ooinpared witli the I^onis 7, value of velocity of, lites of, 225-228, 558 ; size of 

Barth, 19, 246, 248, and other 484 ooinpared with other planets, 

f lanets, 114; riki the Sun, Leverage by equatorial pro- 116,216; tides on, 551 ; water 

14 ; stomiK on, ; tides tuberMiice, 498 and ic>e on, 219, 224 

oft, 655 ; w'eight of, 248, 250, Le Verrisr, and Mars, 214 ; aixl Maximilian, Bm}>eror, 898 
and Bncke’s <>oniet, 850 the discovery of Neptune, Mayer, Tobias, and Uranus, 812 

824-832; aim tlie intnxluc- Measurement of the Barth, 198- 
tion of the X^oiiids into the 196 

K solar system, 888; and the Mediterranean, tides in the, 587 

weight of Mercury, 349 Mercury, ancient study of, 6 ; 

Keeler, Professor, and Salurn's Loxelrs comet, 870 antiquity of Its discovery, 

ring, 288 Libration, 84 155-157 ; atmosphere of, 106; 

Kempf, Dr., and the Bmi*s ve- Lick Observatory, 16 attraction on comets of, 847 ; 

locity, 484 liight, aberration of. 508-512; climate of, 168; oomt«mtive 

Kepler, and eomets. 360 ; and velocity of, 261, 262, 265, f»ori, proximity to the Barth of, 

laws of planetary motiuii, 512 111; coiuiKisition of, 160; 

10; and meteors, 886; and Litiii4, 87, 94 ciesceiit-Hhaped, 160; density 

the orbit of Mars, 209 ; ex- Lion, the, 420, 421 of, 558 ; diameter of, 558 ; 

planation of his laws, 147, Little Bear, the, 412 distance from the Snn of, 151, 

148,5^; his discovery of the Little Dog, the, 420 558; habitability of, 168; 

shape of the planetary orbits, Livy, and meteorites, 393 movement of, 160, 161; its 

136, 188 ; his first planetary Lloyd, Provost, 407 elliptic form, 189, 161 ; orbit 

law, 188 ; lunar crater called Lockyer, Sir Norman, and of, 114 ; period of revolution 

after him, 90 ; pre<lictiou of Betelgeuze, 482 ; ami solar of, 161 ; periodic appearances 

the transit of Venus and light, 52 of, 158 ; i>eriodie time of, 558 • 

Mercury, 168. 178 ; second Ijondon, tides at, 538 perturbations of, 850 ; a 

law, 141 ; third law, 142 Louvain, F. Terby, and Titan, planet, or “ wanderer," 111 ; 

Kids, the. 414 295 revolution of, 165 ; rotation 

Kirchhotr, and spectrum analy- Tjowell. Mr., and Mercury, 165 of, and ProfessorBchiapareUi, 

sis, 478 Lunar tides, 548, 549 165 ; size of, compare wltli 

Kirkwood, ProfesMor, and the Lyra, motion of solar system other planets, 116; surface of, 

movements of 8aiurn*s satel- towards, 459 162 ; transit of, 162 ; transit 6f, 

lites, 296 Lyre, the, 424 ; Nebula In, 469 and Gassendi’s observations, 

Kjinkerfues, Professor, 890 Lyrids, the, 400 ?64; transit of, predicted by 

Kepler, 168; velocity of, 162; 
weight of, 166, 849 

L M Meridian circle, 22, 24 

Messier's Catalogue of Stars, 689 

Lagrange, and the theory of Miidler. and the lunar craters, Meteors (see Stars, shooting) 

planmry perturbation, 820- 88, 90, 91 Meteorites, 391 ; Alban Mount, 

822; hiiassaitiptioD of planet* Magellanic clouds, 468 898; ancient accounts, 892, 

ary rigidity, 581 Magnesium, colour of dame 898 ; Benares, 892 : Butaura, 

L'Algle mele*»rites, the, 892 from, 46 ; in the Sun, 50 897 ; Chaco, 898 ; charaeterls* 

Laiande, and Neptune, 882, 888 Msgnetism, connection with tic8or,897; Ohladiii'eaccoont 

lamdscapes, lunar, 98 Sun spots, 42 of discovery in Siberia, 892 ; 

Lane, Mr. J. Homer, 522 Manminese in the Sun, 50 composition of, 897-899 ; Bn* 

lAplace, and the nehnlar Marmdi, and the rings of sisheim (1492), 898 ; Hindoo 

tneoiy, 526; and the satel* Satorn, 279 account of, 891 ;L'^gle, 892. 

lites of Jnpiter, 266 i and Mare erisium, 88; fceonndi- not ccmneoted with comets, 

the theory of planetary per* fatis, 88; humorttm, 88 ; 400 ; not connected with star 

tmbation, 820 imbrium, 88, 98; neotaiis showers, 400: Orgueil, 890; 

Lsssell. Mr., and Saturn's 88 ; nublnm, 88 : serenitatis, origin, 400^ ; Ovift^ 407; 

elghtk satellite, 296 ; dig* 88 ; tranquillitatls, 88 ; vapo* Eowton, 895^^ ; Wold Ooit* 

eeveisNeptaite*fsat^tte/884 rum, 88 tags, 892 
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MS 


Mtootneter, 86 
MUliy Way, 462-S, 474-6 
MiTOEB, 659 

Minor planeta, 229-244 
Mira Cetl, 480, 482 
Mizar, 488, 486 

Moment of momentum, the, 
652-654 

Month of one day, 647 
Moon, The, absence of air on, 
86,99 ; absenceof heat on, 96 ; 
agent in causing the tides, 
70, 636-687 ; ancient dia- 
ooveries resecting, 6; ap- 
parent size of, 73 ; attraction 
to the Barth of, 76; bright- 
ness of, as compared with 
that of the Sun, 71 ; 
changesdaring the month of, 
71, 74 ; chart of surface of, 81 ; 
craters on, 83, 84, 87-98, 514 ; 
density of, 558 ; diameter of, 
558 ; distance from the Earth 
of, 7d, 75, 558 ; eclipses of, 
6, 77-80 ; illustration of tlie 
law of gravitation, 96, 131, 
133; landscapes on, 98 ; life 
impossible on, 99 ; measuring 
heights of mountains, eU*., 
of, 85, 86 ; iiiierometer, 86 ; 
motion of, 75; mountains 
oil, 83, 85, 88, 89, 91, 98; 
phases of, 71, 76; plane of 
orbit of, 310, 500, 501 ; poets 
and artists and, 72; pole, 
600; iiossibility of ejecting 
meteorites, 402 ; possibly frac- 
tured oir from the earth, 643 ; 
pre-liistoiie tides on, 648, 649 ; 
produces precession, 497-499 ; 
proximity to the Earth of, 78, 
76 ; receding from the Earth, 
646 ; relative position of with 
regard to the Barth and the 
Sun, 76, 77 ; revolution of, 
round the Earth, 76, 76, 668; 
*‘8eas” on, 82, 83; shadows 
of, 85 ; size of, cornered 
with that of the Earth, 74 ; 
test for chronometers, a, 80 ; 
thraldom of terrestrial tides, 
649 ; waterless, 100 ; weather 
not affected by the phases of, 
82 ; weight of, 74 
Motion, laws of planetary, 188, 
141, 142, 147, 148 
Mountains of tlie Moon, 88, 86, 
03 

N 

Nasmyth, Mr., and the forma- 
tion of lunar craters, 95 
Natural History Museum, 
meteorites, 894 
Navtioal AlmaiMUikt 189 
Neap Tides, 638 
Nebula, in Andromeda, 469; 
annular, in Lyra, 469 ; in 
Orion, 269, 461, 466 - 469; 
colour of, 468 ; magnitude 
of, 468 ; nature of, 467 : plane- 
tary, in Draco, 470 ; simplest 
type of a, 528 ; various 
lE^ea of, 528 

Nebulm, 464-472; condensa- 
tion, 588 ; distances of, 464 ; 


double, 470 ; HerseheTs 
labours respecting, 464-465, 
528, 529; number of, 466; 
planetary, 470; self-luniin- 
ouH, 464 ; smallest greater 
than the Sun, 464 ; spiral, 470 
Nebular theory, the, 626 
Neptune, 112; Adams's re- 
searches, 324-826, 832 ; 

Ghallis's observations of, 826- 
328; density of, 558; di- 
ameter of, 338, 558 ; disc of, 
882 ; discovery (1846) of, 
815 ; distance from the Sun 
of, 834, 558; Lalaude's ob- 
servations of, 332, 883; Le 
Verrier’s calculations, 824- 
882; moment of momentum 
of, 654 ; orbit of, 117 ; peri- 
odic time of, 558; revolu 
tion of, 834 ; rotation of un- 
certain, 883 ; satellite of, dis- 
covered by Mr. Lassell, 669 ; 
size of, compared with other 
planets, 119 ; vaporous atmo- 
sphere of, 8.33 ; weight of, 8.38 
Newall, Mr. H. F., and Capella, 
487 ; and the values of ve- 
locity of stars, 483 
Newcomb, Professor, 9, 264, 267, 
622 

Newton, Professor, and me- 
teoric showers, 377, 884 
Newton, Sir Isaac, discovery «*f 
gravitation verified Kepler's 
laws, 144 ; dynamical theory, 
214 ; illustrations of his 
teaching, 144-147 ; law of 
grailtation and, 126, 126, 
687 ; parabolic patliof comets 
and, 338 - 840; reflecting 
telescope, 19 ; weight of the 
Earth and, 203 
Nickel in the Sun, 50 
Nineveh, astronomers of, 156 
Nnideimkjdld, and tlie Ovifak 
meteorite, 407 

Nova Cygni, 431 ; brilliancy of, 
464 ; decline of, 466 ; distance 
of, 466 ; parallax of, 466 
November meteors, 876, 377, 
379 

Nutation, and Bradley, 501 


O 

Oberou, 809, 559 
Oiiject-glasses, 11, 12, 14, 16, 19 
Observatories, 9-28 
Oliservatory, Oape of Qood 
Hope, 27 ; Dunsink, 12. 184 ; 
Greenwich, 26, 814 ; Lick, 16 ; 
Paris, 22; Uraniborg, 10; 
Vienna, 14 ; Washington, 226; 
Yerkes, 16 

OcculUtion, 102, 216 
Oceonus Procellarum, 88 
Otiera-glass, 27, 28 
Opposition of Mars, 209 
Orbital moment of momentum, 
552 

Orbits of planets, 114, 115. 117 ; 
dimensions, 139-148 ; ellipti- 
cal form, 138*140; minor 
planets, 232, 234, 289; not 
exactly circles, 186 ; of satel- 


lites of Uranus, 310 ; Sun the 
common focus, 189 
Orgueil meteorite, the, 899 
Orion, 4, 413 

Orion, belt of, 418, 467; bril* 
Haney of, 418 ; nebula in, 269, 
461, 466-469 
Orionis,a,418,482 
Orionis, 9, a multiple star, 818, 
467 

Ovifak meteorite, the, 407 


P 

Palisa and tlie minor planets, 
2S4 

Pallas, 233, 238 

Parabolic path of comets, 338- 
840 

Parallactic ellipse, 444 
Parallax, 181, 182, 214, 443 ; of 
stars, 607 

Paris telescope, 22, 23 
Pegasus, great square of, 413, 

Peg-top, the, and the rotation 
of the ^rth, 494 
Pendulum for determining the 
force of tlie Barth's attrac- 
tion, 205 

Penumbra of Sun-spot, 61 
Perihelion, 108 

Periodic times of planets, ISO- 
MS, 568 

Periodicity of Sun-spots, 41 
Perselds, 400 

Perseus. 416, 416, 429, 438; 

Kword-handle, 462 
Perturbation, planetary, 817- 
824, 846 

Perturbations, tlieory of, 296 
Petavius, 93 

Peters, Professor, and charts 
of minor planets, 284; and tlie 
derangement of Sirius, 427 
Phases of the Moon, 71, 70 
Phobos, 226, 661, 558 
Photography, and praetloal 
astronomy, 26 ; and the dis- 
tance of 61 Oygni, 449 ; Dr. 
Roberts and the nebula in 
Andromeda, 469; Mr. Gom- 
mon and the nebula in Orion, 
469; Sir W. Hu^ns and the 
spectra of nebulte, 473. 
Photosphere, the, 87, 54 
Physical nature of the stars, 477 
Piazzi, discoverer of the first 
known minor planet, 203 
Pickering, Professor, 218, 220, 
256, *M; and Betelgeuze, 
482 ; and planetary n^lm, 
474 ; and Saturn’s satellites, 
296 ; and spectroscopic bin- 
aries, 486, 487 
Pico, 89 

Planetary motion, Kepler’s 
laws of, 188, 141, 142, 147, 
148 

Planetary nebulm, 470 
Planetary perturbation, 817-« 
824 

Planets, ancient ideas respect- 
ing, 2, 6 : approximate niim« 
ber of, 1 12 ; attract each otl^, 
14$, 817 ; attracted hjr comets^ 
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Boda's law» 280; com* 

S va stseaofJlO, U0;diH- 
ot from tlia Bturth, 

111; distMi<*e rr,fyom thaSun, 
668; how diitingaiahed from 
8tai«» 111 ; irragularity orRiQ> 
ttona of, 8174124 : Lagnuige’s 
tbaory of rigidity of, Ml ; 
light of, derived from the 
Sun, 118; minor, 229-244; 
orbits of the four giauL 117 ; 
orbits of the four inteiior, 
114 : orbits have their fbous 
in the centre of the Sun, 180 ; 
orbits not exactly circles, 
186 : orbits take tite form of 
aneU^Me, 18<m88; origin of, 
as su^sted by the nebular 
theory, 628; periodic times 
of, 189-148, 658 ; relative dis- 
tances of, 229 ; unilbrtnitv of 
direction in their revolution, 
120, 822 ; velocity of, 189-142, 
144, 146, 287 
Plato (lunar crater), 80 
Pleiades, 241, 416 ; invisible In 
the summer, 416 
Pliny, the tides and the Moon, 
636 

Plough, the, 28 
Pogson, Mr., 890 
Pointers in the Great Bear, 28, 
411 

Polar axis, 196 
Polar caps on Mars, 218, 219 
Pole, the, distance of from Pole 
Star lessening, 404 ; elevation 
of, 195 ; movement of, 492 ; 
near « Drsconfs, 494; near 
Vega or « Lyra, 494 
Pole Star, 194 ; belongs to the 
Little Bear, 412 ; distance of, 
from the pole of the heavens, 
412, 492, 494; position of, 
411 ; slow motion of, 412 
Pollnx, 420, 480 ; value of 
veloCTtv of, 484 

Pons, and the comet of 1818, 846 
Posidonius, 87 
Potasaium in the Sun, 60 
Pnesepe, 422 

Pio<Msiiin and nutation of the 
Blah's axis. 492<M2 
IPToctor, and the stars in Arge* 
lander’s atlas, 476 
Prism, the, 45; its analysing 
power, 46 

PHtchard, Professor, stellar 
photographic resea^es of, 
449 

Frocyon, 420 ; value of velocity 
of, 484 

Prominences on the Sun, 68-60 
Pfrtlemy, his theory of asfro- 
nomy, a ; lunar crater namad 
after kfu, 92 


Q 

Quarantids, the, 400 


Radius of the Barth, 198, 512 
tt6iobow,t)ie,46 


Bam, the, 420 
Befleetors, 19, 21, 26 
Befraetion by the prism, 46 
Refractors, 11, 14, 16 
R^lns. 421, 479 
Reservoir formed from tidal 
water, 688 

Retina, the, and t&e telescope, 

10, 11 ' 

Rhea, 659 
Rigel, 418, 420, 480 
Rimdity of the planets, 682, 688 
Roberts, Br. Isaac, and the 
nebula in Andromeda, 469; 
and the nebula In Orion. 469 
Roeraer, and the velocity of 
light, 261 

Romance, planet of, 161-154 
Rosoo telescope, the, 19, 20, 
468, 470 

Rotational moment of mometi- 
tuin, 668 

Rowland, Profesaor, and spec- 
tral lines, 491 
Kowton Sloerite, 896 
Royal Astronomical Society 
and Bessel, 442 


S 


Sappho, 242 

SaMlites of Jupiter, 249, 250, 
267-261, 266, 669 ; conftr. 
Illation of the Oopemican 
theory, 267 

Satellites of Man, 209, 226-228, 
661, 668 

Satdiites of Neptune, 88A 669 

Satellites of Saturn, 669; 
dlMsoveries, 296 ; Oasstni’s 
discoveries, 294; distances, 
659 ; Herschel’s disooverieg, 
296 ; Hoyghens* discovery, 
298; Kirkwood*! deduction, 
296; Lassell’s deduction, 296 ; 
movements, 296; origin as 
suggested by the nebular 
theory, 626 

Satellites of Uranus, 808, 809, 
810, 669 

Saturn, ancient study of, 6; 
attraction on Uranus, 822; 
axial rotation of, 668 ; beauty 
of, 269 ; comparative proxim- 
ity to the mrth of, 110; 
density of, 668 ; diameter of, 
271, 668; distance cf, from the 
Sun, 268, 271, 668; elliptic 
path of, 271 ; gravitation 
paramount, 288 ; internal 
heat of, 272, 616; Leonide 
and, 886; low density of, 
272 ; moment of momentum 
of, 664 ; motion of, 271 ; orbit 
of, U7, 118; path or, per- 
turbed by the attraction of 
Jupiter, 816; periodic time 
of, 568 ; period of revolution 
of, 269; picturesqueness of, 
291 ; position of, in the solar 
system, 269 ; rings of, 269 ; 
rings, Bond’s discovery, 280 ; 
rings, Cassini's discoveiy. 


Hiiid^gs 

mgs, Heisehel’s ivsamtes, 
279; rim Huyghmif dis* 
covery, 27^278; rim Xse- 
leris msssurement of the rota- 
tion, 288; rim MamMlM 
researches, 279 ; rim 
tion of, 286, 


296. 669; rise of, compsreu 
wttii other plaiteta, 119, 269, 
272; spectrum of, 291; nn 
equal in appearance to Mara 
and Venus, 260 ; velocity of, 
271; weight of, compared with 
the Barth, 272 
Savary and binary stars, 486 
Scliaeberle, Mr,, and Mara, 224 
Scheiner, and the values of 
velocity of stars, 488 ; obser- 
vations on Bun-spots, 86 
Bchiaparelli, Professor, and 
Man, 220; and the connec- 
tion between shooting-etar 
showers and comets, 888 ; and 
the rotation of Mercury, 166 
Schickard, 90 

Schmidt, and Nova Cygni, 464, 
489; and the crater Linn4, 
87 ; and the Leibnitx Moun- 
tains, 08 

Schrdter, and the crater Posi- 
donius, 87 

Schwabe, and Bnn-spots, 40 
Seas in the Moon, 82 
Secchi, and stellar spectra, 479 
Shoal of shooting stars, 877; 

dimensions, 877 
Shooting stars (we Stan, shoot- 

Biekfe, the, 421 

Sideieal aggregation theory of 
Sir W. uerachel, 629 
Biderito, Rowton, 896 
Sinus Iridnm, 88 
Sirius, cbaiii^ in position of, 
426 ; companion of, 427, 428$ 
exceptional lustre of, 110; 
irragnlarities of movement 
of, 420 ; larger than the Sun, 
110 ; most brilliant star, 410 ; 
periodical appearances of, 
167 ; proper motion of, 426 ; 
spectrum of, 479; velocity 
or, 426 ; weight of; 427 
Bmyt)^ Professor C. P,, 498 
Soaium, colour of Hams from, 
49 ; in the Sun, 60 
Solar corona, promineness 
etc. (wt itndsr Sun) 

Solar system, 107«12) ; Coper- 
nioan expemtton of the, 7$ 
influence cf gravitation on, 
149 ; infbmiatica respecting, 
obtained by observing the 
transit of %ntts, 174 ; mud 
in the unlvene, 121 ; minor 
planets, 229-244; moment 
of fuomentniii, 664; move- 
ment o^ towaras Xjfmt 467 ; 
oririn OL as suggested w the 
nebular iheoryTm ; pontlon 
of Saturn end uranua in, 297* 
806 
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floath, fiHr Jamen, 13 
Bpectmor «t»n, 470 
8peGtto4i^iogi»i^ 68 
Speotrosoope. 48<68; detection 
of iron in the Sun by tlie, 50 
SpeetiOBCopio biiuuiee, 487 
Speotram analysifl, 47; dark 
linei, 49, 50; gaeeoiie 

nebnliB, 474 ; line n, 48, 40 
Speoulnm, tlie Rosae, 30 
SHca, 428, 487 

Spider-thtme for adjusting the 
micrometer, 86 ; for sighting 
telescopes, 22 

Spots on the Sun, 86-48 ; con- 
nection with magnetism, 42 ; 
cycles, 41 ; duration, 41 ; 
epochs of maximum, 42; 
motion, 86 *, period of revolu- 
tion, 40; Scheiner's observa- 
tions, 86 ; zones in which 
they occur, 89 

Star clusters, 461-464 ; In Hor- 
cules, 462 ; in Perseus, 462 
Stars, apparent movements due 
to precession, nutation, and 
aberration, 604 ; approximate 
number of, 28 ; attraction in- 
appreciable, 816; catalogues 
of, 810, 811, 400, 481 ; charts 
of, 825, 828 ; circular move- 
ment of, 505-507 
Stars, distances of, 441 ; 
Bessel’s labours, 442-449 ; 
Henderson’s labours, 442 ; 
method of measuring, 448- 
446 ; Struve’s work, 442, 448, 
449 ; parallactic ellipse, 444- 


Stars, double, 484 ; Bode’s list, 
485 ; Burnham’s additions, 
489; Cassini, 484; Herschel, 
485, 486 ; measurement, 486, 
486 ; revolution, 486; Savary, 
486; shape of orbit, 436; 
variation in colour, 438 

Stars, elliptic movement of, 
506 ; gravitation and, 149; bow 
distinguished from planets, 
111 ; ^vsical nature of, 477 ; 
probability of their possess- 
*ing a planetary system, 121 ; 
real and apparent move- 
ments of, 504 ; really suus, 82, 
121 

Stars, shooting, attractions of 
the planets, 886 ; connection 
with comets. 388-890; count- 
less in number, 372; dimen- 
sions of shoal, 877 ; features 
of. 878 ; length of orbit, 887 ; 
orbit, 878 ; orbit, giudual 
change, 386 ; period of revo- 
lution, 884; periodic return, 
878, 879 ; shower of Novem- 
ber, 1866, 877, 879-880 ; 
shower of November, 1866, 
and Professor Adams, 884, 
886; shower of November, 
1866, radiation of tracks iroin 
Leo, 880 ; shower of Novem- 
ber, 1872, 889 ; showers, 876 ; 
showers and Professor New- 
ton, 877; track, 877; trans- 
formed into vapour by IMotion 
with the Barth's atmosphere, 
874^ 876; velocity, 878, tiiO 


Stars, spectm of, 479 ; teaching 
of ancients respecting, 8; 
temperature of, 515 ; tern- 
180, 488; values of 
)f. 484; variable, 429 
.0. J.,887 
flame firuin, 46 ; in 
the Sun,' 50 

Struve, Otto, and the distance 
of Vega, 442, 447; and (he 
distance of 61 Oygni. 448, 449 
Sun, The, and the velocity of 
light, 265 ; apparent size of, 
as seen from the planets, 117, 
118 ; as a star, 82 ; axial rota- 
tion of, 658 ; compared with 
the Barth, 29; connection of, 
with the seasons, 4; corona 
of, during eclipse, 62-64; 
density of, 66, 568 ; diameter 
of, 668; distance of, from 
Mars, 218; distance of, from 
Saturn, 271; distance of, 
from the Barth, 31, 114, 18^ 
240, 658 : eclipse of, 6, 58 ; 
ellipticity of, 558; fhculm on 
surnice of, 87 ; focus of 
planets' orbits, 188 ; gradually 
parting with its heat, 96; 

g rannies on surfhoe of, 84; 
cat of. and its sources, 515- 
526} heat of, thrown on 
Jupiter, 256; minor planets 
and, 240 ; movement of, to- 
wards Lyra, 457; nebular 
theory of its heat, 526 : pho- 
tognmhed, 84 ; fprecession of 
the Earth’s axis, 497 ; promi- 
nences of, 58-59 ; relation of, 
to the Moon, 71 ; rising and 
setting of, 2 ; rotation of, 40, 
201 ; size of, 29 ; spectrum of, 
48; spots on, 86-48; spots, 
connection with magnetism, 
42; storms and (xmvtilsions 
on, 42, 48 ; surface of, gaseous 
matter, 84 ; surfo^ of, 
mottlea, 84; teaching of 
early astronomers concern- 
ing, 8-7 ; temperature of, 80, 
81, 516 ; texture of, 84 ; tides 
on, 680; velocity of, 484; 
weight of, compared with 
Jumter, 250, 850; zodiacal 
light and, 67 ; zones on the 
surface of, 89 

Sunbeam, revelations of a, 44 
Swan, the, 424, 489, 445 
Sword-handle of Perseus, 462 
Syrtis mgjor, 222 



Taurus, constellation of, 281, 
419 


Tebbutt's comet, 858 
Telescope, construction of the 
first. 10; equatorial (Dun- 
sinl^ 12-14,185; Greenwich, 
26; Herschelian, 19; Lick, 16, 
10 ; Paris, 22, 28 ; reflecang, 
19, 21; refracting, 11, 14; 
Rosse, 19 20, 468, 470; 

sighting of a, 28 ; structure 
of the eye illustrates i^e 
pciootple of the, 10 ; Vienna, 


14-16; Washington, 226; 
Verke^ 16 

Temporaiy stars, 480, 488 
Tethys, m 
TKeophilus, 02 

Tides, The, actual energy derived 
from the Barth, 589 ; affteted 
the law of giavitation, 149^ 
585 ; affected by the Moon, 
70, 685-587 ; at Bay of Fu^y, 
588; at Cardiff; 688; at 
Chepstow, 588: at London, 
586; at St. Helena, 588; 
excited by the Sun, 587; 
formation of currents, 588; 
in Bristol Channel, 5^; in 
Mediterranean, 587 ; in mid- 
ocean, 588 ; Jupiter and, 552 ; 
length of the day and. 
641 ; lunar, 548, 549 ; moment 
of momentum and, 552 ; 
neap. 587: rotation of the 
Bartli, and revolution of the 
Moon, 649 ; satellites of Mars, 
551 ; solar, 550 ; spring, 587 ; 
vaiiations in, 588; waste 
of water power, 588; work 
effected, 6h 
Tin ill the Sun, 50 
Titan, 294, 295, 559 
Titania, Su9, 559 
Transit of Mercury, 162, 168, 
164 

Transit of Venus, 152 ; Captain 
Cook, 184 ; Copland’s obser- 
vations of, 189; Crabtree's 
observations of, 180; Gas- 
setidi’s observations of, 178 ; 
Halley’s meth^, 180, 181; 
Horrocks* obsen'ations of, 
179, 180 ; importance of, 
178 ; Kepler's prediction of, 
168; observations of, at Bun- 
sink, 184-188 

Transit of Vulcan, 152-158 
Triesnecker, 84, 08 
Trouvelot, Mr. L., and Saturn’s 
rings 278 

Tschermak, and the origin of 
metoOiltes, 400, 401 
Tycho (lunar crater), 91 
Tycho Brahe, and tbe Observe 
tory of Uraniborg, 9, 10, 480 


U 

Umbra of Sun-spot^ 51 

Umbriel, 809, 559 

Unstable dynamical equili- 
brium, 543 

Uraniborg, Observatory of, 
10 

Uranus, 112 : attraction of 
Saturn, 822; Bradley’s ob- 
servations of, 812 : composi- 
tion of, 808 ; density of, 656; 
diameter of, 806, 568; die* 
meter of orbit of, 805 ; disc 
of, 808; discovery of, by 
Hersciiel, 806, 808 ; distance 
from Sun of, 658; ellipse of; 
818 ; first taken fbr a oomet, 
804 : Flamsteed's observa- 
tions of, 811, 812; formerly 
regarded as a star, 811, 612 ; 
investigations to discover e 
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planet outeiae the orhlt, 828- 
824 ; irregular motion of, 314, 
82$ f Lemoniiier^e oheenra* 
tions of, 812; Leonids and, 886; 
Mayer’s observations of, 812 ; 
moment of momentum of, 
664 i orbit of, 117, 810: peri, 
odle time of, 668 ; period of 
revolution of, 812; rotation 
of; 808; satellites of, 569;* 
satellites, discovery by Her. 
schel, 808 : satellites, move, 
ment nearly circnlar, 809 ; 
satellitea, periodical move- 
ments, 809; satellites, plane 
of orbits, 809, 810; size of 
compared with the Earth, 
808 ; and with other planets, 
119 ; subject to another 
attraction besides the Sun, 
814 

TTrsa major (see Great Bear) 


V 

Variable Stars, 429 
Vega, 414, 428, 424, 479 ; Struve’s 
measurement of, 442 
Velocity, of light, 261, 262, 265 ; 
of light, laws de(>endont 
upon, 611 ; of planets, 140- 
148, 146, 287 ; Of stars, values 
of, 488-4 

Venus, ancient study of, 6; 
aspects of, 171 ; atmosphere 
189; mlliancy of, 168; 


denatty of, 668 ; diameter of, 
191, 668 ; distance of, hrom 
the Ban« 191, 668 ; habit- 
ability of; 178 ; movement 
of, 108; neighbour to the 
Earth, 109; orUt of. 114, 
185 ; orbit form of, ItO, 191 : 
periodic time of, 668; a planet 
or “ wanderer,” 111 ; rota, 
tionof, 191; shape of, 169; 
sise of, compared with other 
planets, 116, 169 ; surface of, 
171 ; tmnait of, 162, 176>190 ; 
transit, importance of, 178; 
transit predicted by Kepler, 
163; velocity and periodic 
time of, 142, 143, 191 ; view 
of the ancients about, 
167 

Vesta, 238, 288 
Victoria, 242 
Vienna telescope, 14-16 
Virgo. 428 

Vogel and Algol, 486; and 
Spica, 486, 487 ; and the 
agetm of the stars, 479, 

Volcanic origin of meteorites, 
400 ; outbreaks on the Earth, 
107 

Von Asten and Bncke’s comet, 
849, 850; and the distance 
of the Sun, 861; and the 
weight of Mercury, 166 
Vortex rings, 469 
Vulcan, 152,158; and the Sun, 
8 


W 

Waigeniin, 90 

Watson, Froftosor, and Mevi 
Ottry, 164 

Watson. Sir William, friendship 
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